
20th Century Novel  Name ____________________ 
Slaughterhouse-Five: Essay Prompt  Date __________ Blk. ______ 

Instructions: Answer the following question on the lined paper provided.  Your essay should 
include an introduction, well-developed paragraphs that include specific examples (not quotes) 
from the novel to support your ideas, and a good conclusion.  Be sure to write in third person and 
use concrete subjects and action verbs.  You will have 60 minutes to complete your essay.  Make 
sure to write in BLUE or BLACK pen or no credit will be given. 

 

Slaughterhouse-Five 
OR 

THE CHILDREN’S 
CRUSADE 

A DUTY-DANCE WITH DEATH 
BY 

Kurt Vonnegut, Jr. 
A FOURTH-GENERATION GERMAN-AMERICAN 

NOW LIVING IN EASY CIRCUMSTANCES 
ON CAPE COD 

(AND SMOKING TOO MUCH), 
WHO, AS AN AMERICAN INFANTRY SCOUT 

HORS DE COMBAT, 
AS A PRISONER OF WAR, WITNESSED THE FIRE-BOMBING 

OF DRESDEN, GERMANY 
“THE FLORENCE OF THE ELBE,” 

A LONG TIME AGO, 
AND SURVIVED TO TELL THE TALE. 

THIS IS A NOVEL 
SOMEWHAT IN THE TELEGRAPHIC SCHIZOPHRENIC  

MANNER OF TALES OF THE PLANET TRALFAMADORE,  
WHERE THE FLYING SAUCERS  

COME FROM. 
PEACE. 

 
In Slaughterhouse-Five, author Kurt Vonnegut creates an earnest anti-war novel which 
includes the themes of the horrors of war on the collective and individual, and man’s 
destructive potential through the protagonist, Billy Pilgrim.  What makes these themes 
different and reflection of modern warfare in the mid-20th century lies in the way he tells 
the story of the bombing of Dresden.  In other words, as Vonnegut states on the title page, 
“This is a novel somewhat in the telegraphic schizophrenic manner of tales of the Planet 
Tralfamadore, where the flying saucers come from.” He manipulates the narrative and 
time, creates absurd characters, and includes elements of autobiography, satire, and 
science fiction in order to convey the message of this novel.  In a well-written essay, discuss 
how the elements of structure and style of Slaughterhouse-Five convey the theme of this 
novel.  Avoid plot summary. 



20th Century Novel  Name ____________________ 
Slaughterhouse-Five: Essay Prompt  Date __________ Blk. ______ 

Stuff to consider: 
• How do each of the following passages support Vonnegut’s anti-war thesis from Chapter 1, 
below.  Consider such literary techniques as satire, narration, imagery, sentence structure, and 
tone. 
“It is so short and jumbled and jangled, Sam, because there is nothing intelligent to say about a 
massacre.” Ch. 1, pp. 19 
 
- Ch. 2 from the bottom of pp. 26: “Billy was working on his second letter…” to the middle of 
pp. 27: “’…which is, ‘So it goes.’” 
 
- Ch. 3 from the top of pp. 66: The Germans sorted out the prisoners…” to the middle of pp. 67: 
“So was my old war buddy, Bernard V. O’Hare.” 
 
- Ch. 4 from the bottom of pp. 75: “The saucer was one hundred feet in diameter…” to the 
middle of pp. 77: “…sent him back to the war.” 
 
- Ch. 5 from the top of pp. 100: “Billy uncovered his head.” to the bottom of pp. 101: “’… or 
people just aren’t going to want to go on living.’” 
 
- Ch. 5 from the paragraph at the bottom of pp. 114: “There was a lot that Billy said that was 
gibberish to the Tralfamadorians, too” to the bottom of pp. 117 ending with: “’Um,’ said Billy 
Pilgrim.” 
 
- Ch. 6 from the top of pp. 138: “The man with the dartboard…” to the middle of pp. 141: “’… 
have somebody else answer the door.’” 
 
- Ch. 7 from the middle of pp. 157: “One of the true things was his first evening in the 
slaughterhouse.” to the bottom of pp. 159: “It was true.  So it goes.” 
 
- Ch. 8 from the middle of pp. 172: “Now an optometrist called for attention.” to the end of the 
chapter. 
 
- Ch. 9 from the middle of pp. 185: “So Lily sat down…” to the middle of pp. 188: “So it goes.” 
 
- Ch. 10. 
 
• Reread the description of Tralfamadorian novels in Chapter 5, page 88: 
“There isn’t any particular relationship between all the messages, except that the author has 
chosen them carefully, so that, when seen all at once, they produce an image of life that is 
beautiful and surprising and deep. There is no beginning, no middle, no end, no suspense, no 
moral, no causes, no effects.”  
- What would the story have gained if Vonnegut had told it in a more conventional (i.e. linear) 
fashion? 
- What would the story have lost if Vonnegut had told it in a more conventional (i.e. linear) 
fashion? 
- What is the overall effect of the disjointed time sequence? 


