
20th Century Novel  Name ____________________ 
Run Lola Run: Film Questions  Date__________ Blk. _______ 

.“The ball is round.  The game lasts 90 minutes.  That’s a fact.  Everything else is pure theory.” 
“After the game is before the game.” 
 
- Sepp Herberger, legendary German soccer coach 
 
Cast: 
Franka Potente  Lola  
Moritz Bleibtreu  Manni  
Herbert Knaup   Lola’s father 
Nina Petri   Jutta Hansen  
Armin Rohde   Herr Schuster  
Joachim Król   Norbert von Au  
Ludger Pistor   Herr Meier  
Suzanne von Borsody  Frau Jäger  
Sebastian Schipper  Mike  
Julia Lindig   Doris  
Lars Rudolph   Cashier Kruse  
Andreas Petri   Janitor  
Klaus Müller   Croupier  
Utz Krause   Casino manager  
Beate Finckh   Casino cashier  
Volkhard Buff   Ambulance driver  
Heino Ferch   Ronnie  
Ute Lubosch   Mutter  
Dora Raddy   Old woman  
Monika Bleibtreu  Blind man 
Peter Pauli   Supermarket security guard 
Marc Bischoff   Policeman  
Hans Paetsch   Narrator  
 
Crew: 
Director:   Tom Tykwer 
Writer:    Tom Tykwer 
Producers:   Stefan Arndt and Maria Köpf 
Original Music:  Reinhold Heil, Johnny Klimek, Franka Potente, and Tom Tykwer 
Cinematographer:  Frank Griebe 
Film Editor:   Mathilde Bonnefoy 
Casting:   An Dorthe Braker and Barbara Schernthaner 
Production Design:  Alexander Manass 
Costume Design:  Monika Jacobs 
Sound Department:  Frank Behnke, sound; Markus Münz and Kai Storck, sound editors 
Special Effects:  Roland Tropp 
 
• Run Lola Run was released in 1998 and won numerous German film festival awards, including 
best picture, editing, directing and sound editing. 
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Instructions: Answer the following questions on a separate sheet of binder paper: 
 
1. The film opens with a brief narrative introduction that includes the quote on the previous page. 

“Man… probably the most mysterious species on our planet.  A mystery of unanswered 
questions… Who are we?  Where do we come from?  Where are we going?  How do we 
know what we think we know?  Why do we believe anything at all?  Countless questions 
in search of an answer, an answer that will give rise to a new question, and the next 
answer will give rise to the next question and so on… But in the end isn’t it always the 
same question?  And always the same answer? 

What is the relationship between the opening narration and the structure of the film?   
 
2. Note the use of the spiral as metaphor and list at least five examples from the film.  What is 
the significance of this metaphor in light of the opening narration and the structure of this film?  
 
3. Explain how the soccer match can be a metaphor for life. 
 
4. What is the effect of the still photos taken with an auto-film advance mechanism?  How do the 
lives of minor characters as depicted in the still photos change or evolve?  How are they 
examples of postmodern storytelling? 
 
5. What is the function of music throughout the film? 
 
6. Why is it appropriate that Lola goes to a casino at the end in an attempt to get the money? 
 
7. Medium: an agency for or means of transferring information.  The material or basic elements 
through which an agency or artist conveys information.  In this respect, paint is the medium 
through which a painter expresses himself or herself; words are the medium for the writer; film is 
the medium for the filmmaker. 
 
“The medium is the message.”  - Marshall McLuhan 
 
What are the five different media Twyker uses in his film?  What do these different media add to 
the plot?  What effect does Twyker produce by using a variety of media in Run Lola Run? 
 
8. What other film techniques are notable in this film?  Think of what we have discussed so far in 
terms of camera shots, angles, colors, and lighting, and give at least one example of each. 
 
9. In what ways is the structure of Run Lola Run like the structure of Slaughterhouse-Five?  Why 
are both considered postmodern works of art? 
 
10. What is the relationship between the spiral metaphor and the Stages of the Journey?  List at 
least three other instances this semester in which we have we seen a spiral structure.  Why is this 
important? 


