
20th Century Novel   
Midterm Exam, Part I: Practice Multiple Choice 

Instructions: Carefully read the following passage that begins with “When Kat 
stands in front of the hut…” on page 54 of Chapter 4 and ends with, “we reach 
the zone where the front begins and become on the instant human animals” on 
page 56 before selecting the best answer for each of the questions that follow. 
 
1. Kat’s prediction about a bombardment suggests 

a. Kat is merely expressing his own opinion when they are at the front 
b. Kat’s words cut to the heart of everyone’s fears about the war when 

they are at the front 
c. Kat uses his words like weapons against the others 
d. Kat has a talent for getting the other men ready for battle 

 
2. When Paul compares the front to “a mysterious whirlpool,” This line is an 
example of 

a. simile  
b. metaphor 
c. personification 
d. foreshadowing 

 
3. Reread page 55 from “To no man does the earth mean so much as to the 
soldier,” to “Earth!—Earth!—Earth!” What tone does the imagery and 
personification within this passage help to achieve? 

a. an ominous and foreboding tone 
b. a friendly and inviting tone 
c. a romantic and erotic tone 
d. a desperate and exalted tone 

 
4. The lines, “By the animal instinct that is awakened in us we are lead and 
protected.  It is not conscious; it is far more quicker, much more sure, less 
fallible, than consciousness.” mean 

a. Paul and the others are better off relying on their animal instincts at 
the front. 

b. Paul and the others are better off relying on their consciousness at the 
front. 

c. Animals, along with the Earth, actually protect Paul and the others at 
the front. 

d. Human consciousness is infallible. 
 
5. This passage suggests that Paul and the others in his company 

a. are good-natured soldiers for the most part 
b. do not remember what happens to them during a bombardment 

because of their animal instincts 
c. undergo dramatic physical and psychological changes at the front 
d. resign themselves to becoming one with the Earth at the front 

 


