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Part I – Short Answer (40%) 
Instructions: Answer the following questions in a well-developed paragraph each. 
 
1. Why do Paul and his friends enlist?  Be sure to include the theme of “Iron Youth” in your 

response to this question, as well as any relevant characters.  
 
2. One of the topics that Kubric focuses on in his film Paths of Glory is the dual nature of man.  

Choose a theme that arises from this topic and explain how the final scene (the singing 
German woman and French soldiers) is effective in portraying this theme. 

 
Part II – All Quiet on the Western Front: Multiple Choice (20%) 
Instructions: The multiple-choice section of the exam begins on the next page.  Choose the best 
answer for each question and mark the appropriate space on the answer sheet. 
 
(In this section of the exam you will read a passage from All Quiet on the Western Front 
and asked 10-15 multiple-choice, close reading questions about literary devices such as 
character, theme, symbolism, and style.) 
 
Part III – All Quiet on the Western Front: Essay (40%) 
Instructions: Answer the following question in a five-paragraph style essay: 
 
In the novel All Quiet on the Western Front, Paul clearly completes the first three stages of the 
journey – Innocence, Initiation, and Chaos.  Using one paragraph for each stage, explain the 
stage according to the definition provided and cite a specific example from the novel to illustrate 
each.  In the last paragraph, decide whether Paul completes the Resolution stage?  Also explain 
the stage of Resolution and explain whether or not he reaches it, and cite a specific example from 
the novel to support your argument. 
 
How do I set up this essay? 
• Make sure you have a clear thesis that makes an arguable statement (state whether he reaches 
the Resolution stage in the beginning as your thesis statement). 
 
• Include specific examples from the novel to support your argument in each paragraph you write 
for each stage (explain the stage in your own words and describe specific plot points, characters, 
events). 
 
• End with a good conclusion (restate your ideas in a new and interesting way that includes any 
new insights you have gained from your analysis). 
 
Notes: 
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9-8:  These scores are for essays in which excellent content and impressive writing reveal the writer’s 
ability to 

reason with perception and to express ideas clearly and skillfully with stylistic maturity.  They 
accomplish all of the following: 

• Demonstrate an understanding of the question; 
• Reveal depth of analysis supported by appropriate, specific references to the text and the 

student’s ability to apply knowledge of literary and film techniques to a valid 
interpretation of content; 

• Reflect consistent control over the elements of effective writing, particularly diction, 
syntax, and structure. 

 
7-6: These scores are for essays that are somewhat similar to but not as strong as the 9-8 essay.  These 

essays demonstrate the writer’s ability to express ideas clearly but with less maturity and control 
than the top papers and sometimes with minor flaws in interpretation or writing. 

 
5: This score is for those essays that demonstrate any or all of the following: 

• An understanding of the question but not a full analysis, often with vague, superficial, 
limited answers which reflect a simplistic approach and flaws in interpretation; 

• Little support from the text; 
• Writing that adequately conveys the writer’s thoughts but which is not as well-conceived, 

organized, or developed as the upper level papers; writing that lacks stylistic maturity. 
 
4-3: This score is for essays that compound the weaknesses of the 5 essay in any or all of the 

following ways: 

• Weak control over the elements of good writing including diction, syntax, or structure; 
• Failure to demonstrate a complete understanding of the question; 
• Mostly plot summary with little analysis; 
• Incomplete response to the prompt; 
• Recurrent stylistic flaws; 
• Lack of specific, persuasive evidence from the text for support. 

 
2-1: These scores are for essays that fail to respond adequately to the question.  They may exhibit any 

or all of the following: 

• Distortion or misapplication of the work or assignment; 
• Serious problems in diction, syntax, or structure; 
• Mere summary of the plot; 
• Lack of clarity, organization, or supporting evidence; 
• Such a brief answer that the student’s writing ability cannot be identified. 

Exam Section: Points Earned: Points Possible: 
 

Multiple Choice Part I Score: 
 

  
30 

 
Short Essay Part II Score: 

 

  
60 

 
Essay Part III Score: 

 

  
60 

 
Total Exam Score: 

 

  
150 


