
Final Writing Tune-Up 
 
Don’t repeat the question, answer it!  Do everything it asks you to do.  Everything. 
 
Express ideas clearly. 
 
Plan your essay.  Write out a simple outline before you begin writing.  This will save you time 
and, more importantly, points.  This is the real reason you were given the questions ahead of 
time.  You know what is going to happen if you “wing it”. 
 
Start each paragraph with a good, arguable topic sentence, fully develop it using the TREE 
format, and conclude by linking the paragraph back to your thesis. 
 
Use examples—specific examples from the novel—to illustrate your ideas. 
 
Categorize information logically into paragraphs.  Create subtopics of your thesis and support 
them with ideas that are related to the subtopics and each other. 
 
Transitions are our friends. 
 
No “I” or “You” statements.  I was OK the first 2 or 3 million times that I told you this.  But now 
it’s getting annoying.  Grades start plummeting, as in, no essay with first or second person 
pronouns will earn anything higher than a “5” on the 9-point scale rubric. 
 
Write in the present tense.  A sentence like “Billy would go to Tralfamadore.” should be “Billy 
goes to Tralfamadore.”  See? 
 
Don’t use symbols or numbers for standard words, as in “&, b/c, C U 2nite”.  Such variations of 
written English, while appropriate in some contexts, are better left to text messaging and 
Tralfamadorian books. 
 
Apostrophes form singular and plural possessives, like “Spock’s ears” or “students’ homework”.  
They seem to be going out of fashion and I will personally not let that happen. 
 
Basically, the word “basically” is played out and should no longer be used.  It reveals laziness of 
thinking, underdeveloped imagination, and, in extreme cases, a serious lack of vocabulary. 
 
Other empty words, phrases, and sweeping generalizations like “thing”, “due to the fact that”, 
and “The author is basically telling us to live life to the fullest.” further reveal that 1. you did not 
spend quality time preparing; 2. you did not sufficiently learn the material or read in this class; 3. 
you haven’t mastered the art of B.S. yet. 
 
Eliminate this kind of wordiness: “The effect that it had on Billy was that it allowed Billy to 
survive.”  How about “Billy survives because he can distance himself from his own humanity.”? 
 
Four words: concrete subjects, action verbs. 


