
20th Century Novel  Name ____________________ 
Autobiography Final Project  Date __________ Blk. ______ 

We shall not cease from exploration      Make it new. 
And the end of all our exploring       --Ezra Pound  
Will be to arrive where we started  
And know the place for the first time. 
   --T.S. Eliot 
 
“The ball is round.  The game lasts 90 minutes.  That’s a fact.  Everything else is pure theory.” 
--Sepp Herberger, legendary German soccer coach 
 
In life, epiphanies are rare.  Most often, it is the act of reflecting on our lives and experiences that we realize we 
have learned anything at all.  The purpose of the autobiography project is to produce a work of art that is a reflection 
of your life at Archbishop Riordan High School.  Everything that your project contains should lead the reader to a 
better understanding of you and what you have accomplished during your time here.  We have discussed the 
complexity of our lives in mythological terms (think Stages of the Journey and the spiral metaphor) through the 
characters we have encountered this semester.  Now that we have “arrived where we started” so to speak, it is 
necessary to reflect on that journey and perhaps “know the place for the first time.” 
 
This project contains four “dimensions”.  All four are mandatory.  However, the first three below labeled 
“REQUIRED” are required.  The fourth should be one of your choosing from the list below labeled “MY CHOICE”.  
No matter what element you choose for the fourth part of your project, your choice should be obvious to the reader.  
 
 
REQUIRED (you must complete ALL of these): 
• Your project must be neatly bound and covered.  The cover should be representative in some way with a title that 
reflects its contents.  Pictures, collages, and/or drawings also work nicely. 
 
• Write 1-2 page personal statement:  What has been worth giving your time, energy, and effort to at Riordan over 
the last four years?  How have you made a positive impact and left it better than you found it?  Just like the college 
personal statement, a story about some aspect of your life at Riordan will work well here. 
 
• Create a collage or mosaic of your life, told in the still-photo manner of the minor characters of Run Lola Run or in 
the telegraphic, schizophrenic manner of the tales of the planet Tralfamadore.  You may use a combination of real 
photos and magazine cutouts.  Somehow link yourself to any of the characters we have encountered this semester.  
Above all, be creative in your approach. 
 
 
MY CHOICE (choose ONE of the following): 
• Write a 1-2 page character analysis of someone at ARHS who has influenced you in a positive way. 
 
• Write a self-portrait poem from your time at ARHS.  Your poem must be at least 20 lines long. 
 
• Draw an original cartoon page that is somehow a satirical view of your high school experience.  Be mindful of 
your audience (me) for this one, and keep this positive and thoughtfully humorous. 
 
• Write a 1-2 page prediction:  Where is this road from ARHS leading? 
 
• Write an anecdote, a 1-2 page humorous incident that happened during your four years.  Remember, what you 
think is funny and what adults think is funny are often two very different things!  Needless to say, keep it “G” rated.  
 
• Share a song, poem, or piece of art that has defined your time here in some way.  If you use a song or poem, the 
lyrics/words should be displayed.  Write a 1-2 page reflection or explanation paper to accompany this.  Again, 
needless to say, your song should be appropriate for both school and the FCC. 
 
 
The Fine Print 
• All written components must first be completed and submitted in standard 12-point font, double-spaced with one-
inch margins all the way around.  After these requirements are met, feel free to creatively format your project any 
way you wish. 
• All of your work must be one hundred percent original.  Pictures and images from the web are fine as long as they 
come with a webpage citation.  Any text downloaded, copied, or borrowed will result in an “F” grade for the entire 
project—no arguments.  
• This final project is worth 10-15% of your 4th quarter grade.  A rubric with details of the grade value of each part 
of this assignment are alive and well in another moment. 
 

 
Project Due Date: Friday, December 13, 2013 


