
20th Century Novel  Name _____________________ 
All Quiet on the Western Front: Essay Organization  Date ___________ Blk. ______ 

This book is neither an accusation nor a confession, and least of all an adventure, for death is not an adventure to 
those who stand face to face with it.  It will simply try to tell of a generation of men who, even though they may have 
escaped shells, were destroyed by the war. 

-- Erich Maria Remarque in All Quiet on the Western Front 
 
The principal theme in All Quiet on the Western Front is certainly the horrors of war and its effect on a generation of 
youth.  This much is expressed in Remarque’s opening quote. However, many more major and minor themes exist in 
the book.  Define one of these themes, either major or minor, and show how it is carried out in the novel.  Think of a 
creative way to introduce your paper to hook the reader, and use at least three embedded quotes to support your 
ideas.  Avoid plot summary. 
 
Rewrite the prompt above in your own words: 
 
            _______ 
 
            _______ 
 
            _______ 
 
Define the following term: 
theme: 
 
 
Look at your evidence and write six interpretive level statements about the theme of _________________________: 
 
1.             _______ 
 
            _______ 
 
            _______ 
 
 
2.             _______ 
 
            _______ 
 
            _______ 
 
 
3.             _______ 
 
            _______ 
 
            _______ 
 
 
4.             _______ 
 
            _______ 
 
            _______ 
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5.             _______ 
 
            _______ 
 
            _______ 
 
 
6.               
 
            _______ 
 
            _______ 
 
Now write your thesis statement based on the interpretive level statements above.  It should be one sentence that ties 
all of them together: 
 
           ______  ______ 
 
            ______ 
 
            ______ 
 
            ______ 
 
            ______ 
 
            ______ 
 
Your Points of Support should be subtopics of your thesis and also based on your collected evidence.  These become 
your topic sentences (hint: you should be able to use three of your statements from above about theme as your topic 
sentences): 
 
I.             ______ 
 
            ______ 
 
            ______ 
 
            ______ 
 
 
II.             ______ 
 
            ______ 
 
            ______ 
 
            ______ 
 
 
III.             ______ 
 
            ______ 
 
            ______ 
 
            ______ 


