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In 2019 we have a number of foci across our school. We are continuing and 
extending some existing projects and beginning some new journeys. 
Everything we do is linked to our Language of Learning and supporting our 
children to learn, grow and succeed.  In this newsletter I’m just going to 
introduce our foci with the aim of will exploring them more fully in the future. 

In 2019 we are continuing to develop our language of learning through rich 
learning experiences.  These learning experiences involve an integrated 
approach to science, technology, engineering, arts and maths (you may 
have heard people refer to STEAM or STEM). This is a focus across our 
Alfriston Kahui Ako (Community of Learning) group of schools. 

Another focus we share with our Kahui Ako is on wellbeing and 
engagement. Reremoana School has been a proud a PB4L (Positive 
Behaviour for Learning - at Reremoana this is our Behaviour ABCs) school for 
a number of years.  This year we extend our PB4L practice through 
enhancing our Restorative Practice.  More information on this later in the 
newsletter. 

At Reremoana School we strongly value 
collaboration - between teachers, with our 
whanau and community, and obviously with 
our learners.  This has been another ongoing 
focus for us, and we continue to work to 
strengthen this in order to best meet the needs 
of our learners.  Teachers working together in 
hubs and our community organised hangi 
were great examples of collaboration in 2018. I 
can’t wait to see what we can do in 2019! 

As you will know, we are growing in our rich diversity as a school, culturally 
and linguistically.  With this comes more children for whom English is a 
second (or third) language.  We have also found many of our children 
require support and extension in their oral language and vocabulary.  
Therefore in 2019 we are looking closely at our oral language programmes.  
Oral language is vital to all learning across the curriculum and it’s worth 
always remembering that ‘reading and writing float on a sea of talk’. 

It’s going to be a busy year as we 'learn to learn' and 'learn together’. 

P.S. 16 more sleeps until our gala! 

Learn Grow Succeed  
Julie Cowan 
Principal

Kia Ora, Kia Orana, Malo e Lelei, Fakaalofa Lahi Atu, Talofa Lava, Nǐ hǎo, Salut, Namaste, Bonjour, Bula Vinaka, Guten 

Tag, Goeie Dag, Shalom, Hello, Ciào, おはよう (Ohayoou), 안녕 Ahn Nyeong, Olá, Privet!, Xin Chào, Salam

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Reremoana-School/10150142389555524
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Reremoana-School/10150142389555524


 

A huge THANK YOU to our school community for 
allowing our whole staff to get together last Friday 
to take part in professional learning around 
restorative practice. It was an amazing 
opportunity for teachers, leaders, learning 
assistants, office staff and our caretaker to be 
together in the one space to hear the same 
messages. A big thank you also to Board 
member Chris Scott for representing the 
community through the Board, by way of his 
attendance and involvement.  

The professional learning was delivered by two 
facilitators from the Ministry of Education, and was well 
received by all. Our learning journey around RP continues 
throughout the year. 

Restorative Practice sits within the PB4L framework (our Behaviour ABCs). It is a relational 
approach grounded in beliefs about fairness, dignity, mana and the potential of all people. 
Over the coming weeks we will share and unpack the underlying principles of RP with you. 
We are also planning a parent information/workshop meeting later in the year, when we are 
able to secure the MoE facilitators, the experts in this field, to assist in leading the discussions.   

Reremoana School - Saturday 2nd March 9am – 3pm. 

You don’t need to know much about gardening – we have jobs for everyone!  (If you are 
passionate or knowledgeable about gardening we need you too!) 

Come and spend an hour or two or spend the day! 

Kids/teenagers welcome (with parent/adult supervision). 

Please bring your: gardening gloves, tools e.g. spade, secateurs, 
rakes, wheelbarrow (whatever you have in your garden shed) – 
we’ll have some tools available at school too. 

Jobs include weeding, spreading 
mulch, trimming trees/shrubs.  If 
anyone has (and can operate) a 
weed eater, bring it along. 

Not a gardening or outdoors person but want to contribute? - 
We’ll gratefully accept baking/cooking to feed our 
gardening crew on the day. Any questions please contact 
Julie  juliec@reremoana.school.nz 

See you there! 

Restorative Practice 

Gardening Working Bee

mailto:juliec@reremoana.school.nz


A huge congratulations to this year’s Student Council. We know you will represent yourselves 
and our school proudly in this role. Our thanks to all who put themselves forward for election. 
We know you gave your best and we are proud of you all. 

Student Council 2019



Over the coming weeks we will introduce the council members to you. This week we start 
with our head and deputy leaders. 

Hi my name is Eashwar and it is a privilege to be elected as Head Boy this year . 
I am a Year 8 student in Kereru Hub 2. Ever since I set foot in this school I have 
wanted to be in the student councillor, and when my name got called out as 
head boy I was shocked with the result. The difference I would like to make to 
the school is to create a sports programme for kids to enjoy. I would like to 
make a difference so kids can enjoy what I have made. This year I am 
participating in the boys cricket trials and am a sport monitor.  I am sure I can 
contribute much more in the days to come.  In my spare time I like to play 
cricket with my family, draw pictures, code programmes and last but not least, 
I like to do Rubik's cubes. As head boy for the school, I assure you I will bring a 
positive change in our school. 

Hi my name is Stacia and I’ve been elected as the Head Girl of Reremoana 
School for 2019. Pursuing and taking on this role has been a very BIG dream of 
mine for four years, when I first started at this school. When I heard my name 
being called out for the student council I couldn’t help but show a huge smile. I 
was even more surprised when they announced the heads and my name got 
called up! I take on every opportunity that comes my way and sign up for 
every leadership role I possibly can. Last year when I joined the Kereru team as 
a Year 7, I learnt about all the leadership roles and responsibilities that the 
student council needed to have. I started to understand and develop what I 
needed to learn and what I could bring to Reremoana School. I love how we 
learn things at Reremoana School and hope to have a great last year.

Hey there, I’m Joshua, a Year 8 student from Kereru Hub 2 who also happens to 
be the Deputy Head Boy for 2019. It was such an astonishment to be given this 
role and even being a part of the Student Council itself! I have been a student 
at Reremoana School for 8 years, and have seen how the school has changed 
and grown since 2012. I am very grateful for the teachers and past senior 
students of the school who have given us the privileges we have now. I have 
taken part in multiple school activities including Year 7/8 speeches, basketball, 
netball and athletics. Outside of school, I take part in various karate 
tournaments and am excited to be travelling to Japan to compete in August. I 
also like to play basketball, watch TV, and go shopping. I hope to have a big 
influence to the younger students in my role as Deputy Head Boy.

Hi everyone, my name is Kate and I have been elected as Deputy Head Girl 
this year! Many of you may know my siblings Amelia, Samuel and James, but 
I assure you I am way less annoying! I am incredibly happy that I have been 
elected as deputy and I have wanted to be on the council since Year 2 
when I understood more about our wonderful school we are all at together. I 
have been a student here for 8 years. When I first entered this school my 
favourite thing to do was to go on the playground, but my mind has since 
developed to understand the value of opportunities and this is now what I 
value most about the school. I have been lucky enough to have gone to 
National Young Leaders Day, orienteering and Kids for Kids choir! In my 
personal time I like to read, play with my siblings, swim, bike and much more.



 

 

 

 

Gala Update

We need wonderful volunteers in the 
lead up to help with: 

Bagging Lollies, Jumble Sale Sorters, 
Raffle Assembler, Mystery Envelope 

Stuffers, Lucky Dip Wrappers, 
Chocolate Tombola organisers and 

cake bakers. 
We also need LOTS & LOTS of 

volunteers on the day, any time you 
have would be greatly appreciated. 

Please contact 
supportteam@reremoana.school.nz 
and look out for more information 

coming home this week.

We will be posting information about 
'Jolly Jars' on the hub facebook 

pages - these are a very popular item 
at the gala and we would love for 

every family to get on board. 
The most frequently asked question 
from families new to Reremoana is 
'What is a Jolly Jar' - it is a take on 

what is traditionally known as a 'Lucky 
Dip' and is very popular - this is 

something you can do together with 
your children and is really good fun - 

be creative as you can.  

JOLLY JARS!

mailto:supportteam@reremoana.school.nz
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I am very excited to be joining Reremoana School 
on Tuesdays this year to teach a range of 
instruments and also to run a number of different 
groups. Before spending the last year in Europe, I 
was teaching at a number of schools and music 
programmes around Auckland including King’s 
College, Howick School of Music, ACG Sunderland 
and Lewis Eady Music School. I’m looking forward to 
carrying on with many of the students who have 
already been learning with Mr Randell and also to 
starting with those who would like to begin playing 
an instrument on their new musical journey. 

I have been playing and teaching music for many 
years both in New Zealand and in Europe and my 
focus is on getting young musicians playing with a 
good sound, confidently reading music and being 
able to come together in groups. To start with this 
term, I will be running Concert Band and also would 
like to continue with the Rock Band and Ukulele 
ensemble programmes which Mr Randell was 
running. I have been in contact with Mr Randell and I would love to see these groups 
continue to grow. Playing in a group setting is a wonderful opportunity in many areas; group 
playing helps build a strong sense of timing, coordination and is a fun, social way to 
continue developing many musical skills. 

This term I will be teaching woodwind, brass, ukulele and also some guitar and I would 
encourage everyone to look into learning an instrument. Even if you are just curious about 
what is involved with learning, I would love to hear from you to discuss it. 

Forms will soon be available from the office for those who are interested in being a part of 
the bands or taking lessons on an instrument; these will include more information including 
pricing.  

I look forward to hearing from you and to filling Reremoana School with music together! 

Mufti Days for Gala

Music Tutoring

Scott Thomas 
Woodwing, Brass, Ukulele, Guitar, 
Concert Band, Rock Band, Ukulele 

Ensemble 
sj.thomas.music@gmail.com 

What to bring in exchange for Mufti: 
Friday 22nd Feb - Grocery items 

Kiwi - Crackers 
Piwakawaka - Chips/Popcorn/Twisties etc 
Pukeko - Other snacks (Bhuja mix, nuts etc) 

Tui -  Lollies/Chocolate 
Kereru - Sauces (Tomato, BBQ etc) chutneys and 
condiments 
Tuesday 26th Feb - All Hubs to bring Chocolate for the 
Chocolate Tombola

• If you can’t bring the exact item 
suggested for your team, any of 
the items requested will be 
gladly accepted! 

• Please check use by dates of 
items 

• We also ask that all items are 
non-perishable 

Thank you for your support!

mailto:sj.thomas.music@gmail.com
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You may have seen Skool Loop advertised 

recently on TV, Reremoana School has been 

with Skool Loop since last year, and we 

encourage all families to download the 

Skool Loop app.  

Through the app the following information or services can be accessed: 

• Advise the office of absentees 

• View upcoming events via the calendar … mufti days, student led conferences, sports 

days… 

• View the latest school newsletter 

• Keep in touch with notices and reminders 

• Receive push notifications e.g. Freezing Friday tomorrow… Please return all library books 

etc. 

• Synch personal dates from the native calendar so you can easily view and avoid 

potential clashes. 

• Easily locate and contact us through website, phone number and email addresses 

As a school we … 

• can send out not only reminders and notices, but also keep parents/guardians informed 

during potential school emergencies. 

• have yet another tool to ensure information is widely communicated with our community 

Shortly we will be activating the ability to text absences, so watch this space. 

Our students are quite good at signing in to school at the office when they arrive late in the 
mornings - thank you!  

To ensure that we know who is on the school grounds, it is essential that adults visiting during 
the day sign in on our digital tablet at the office.  

Similarly, students who are leaving early or for an appointment during the day, must be 
signed out at the office by a parent or guardian.  

We thank you for ensuring sign in and out processes are followed. 

Skool Loop

Health and Safety - Signing In and Out

Easy Instructions: 

Visit your App Store, search and download Skool Loop 

Open the App and allow Notifications 

Select the Auckland region and Reremoana School 

Choose if you would like your calendar displayed alongside school events  

   You are now set up and ready!



This year we are utilising digital programmes in classrooms and also as an integral and 

essential part of home learning.  Thank you to everyone who has already paid! 

Mathletics 

Mathletics has become a very successful and popular tool to 

support Reremoana School students’ learning.  Years 0 - 8 

students will be using the ‘Mathletics’ programme, both as part 

of their class programmes and for homework. Children who do 

not have access to a computer/device at home will have 

additional access at school. 

Reading Eggs/ Eggspress Programme 

Reading Eggs supports 

each child’s learning by 

offering individual, one-

on-one lessons. These 

online lessons allow your 

child to progress at their 

own rate.  The best part 

is that children love it. 

The programme makes 

learning to read fun 

and highly motivating 

for children aged 2 to 13 years – nurturing a lifelong love of reading, straight from the family 

home.   

Please either pay online via the Officemax website or through the Reremoana School online 

shop for the digital programmes. Payment can also be made (eftpos or cash) at the school 

office. Students will only be given login details for the programmes when subscription fees 

have been paid. These are loaded individually and it takes time to do this. The subscription 

will be activated within the week that payment has been received. 

If you have any concerns in terms of payment of the subscription fees, please see your 

child’s Kaitiaki teacher or Mrs. Karien Fourie in the office as soon as possible to set up a 

payment plan. Alternatively please refer to the piece on Finances below. 

We understand that the start of the school year is an especially costly time and can bring 

financial pressure for some families (stationery, uniform, digital subscriptions etc).  If you are 

having difficulty with the start of year expenses please contact me and we can work out a 

way to support you. Please feel free to email or ring me if you have any questions or need 

support: juliec@reremoana.school.nz 

Finances

Digital Subscriptions

mailto:juliec@reremoana.school.nz


This year is camp for Year 5/6 and Year 7/8, and we encourage families to consider a 
payment plan to spread the costs of these camps as we’d love for all children to experience 
the learning and personal growth of school camp. 

We know that over the time of your child’s schooling, family circumstances can change and 
we are always happy to help where we can.   

.  

Week 4  
18 - 22 Feb Friday - Uniform check draw for hats

Week 5 
25 Feb - 1 Mar

Tuesday - MPSSA Swimming 
Tuesday - Mufti Day for Gala (see below) 
Friday - House Spirit Day, wear house colours

Week 6 
4 - 8 Mar

Monday - Tui Team trip to MOTAT (MindLab) 
Saturday - School Gala

Week 7 
11 - 15 Mar

Tuesday - MPSSA Cricket 
Wednesday - Goal Setting Conferences - children go home at 1pm 
Thursday - Polyfest (Info to come)

Week 8 
18 - 22 Mar

Monday - BoT Meeting 
Monday - Piwakawaka H2 trip to the Science Room 
Wednesday - Piwakawaka H1 and Kiwi trip to the Science Room

Week 9 
25  - 29 Mar

Wednesday - Eye on Nature trip for selected Y5/6 students (Info to come) 
Thursday - Staff Bring your Dog day 
Friday - Kereru Mind-lab experience (Info to come) 

Week 10 
1 - 5 Apr

Week 11 
8 - 12 Apr

Monday - School Orienteering

Term 1 Important Dates and Events



  Community Notices

The Eye on Nature Family Day will held at the Auckland Botanic Gardens on Saturday 30 

March and is open to the public where we host over 30 environmentally focused exhibitors, 

stage performances and offers a myriad of events and activities to entertain and educate 

people of all ages.  In 2019 attendees will have the opportunity to navigate the bush with 

Maori storyteller and environmentalist, our guest speaker Park Ranger Riki Bennett and 

discover how to identify native trees and the special uses for them in navigation, 

construction, food and medicine. 




