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RED RIVER BASIN BOARD MEETING 

April 1, 1999 

City Council Chambers 
Grand Forks, North Dakota 

 

 
Morris Lanning, Chairman of the Red River Basin Board, called the meeting to order at 11:30 a.m. 

 
Roll Call and  Lanning welcomed the board members and participants to the meeting.  Self introductions  
Introductions:  of the Board and the audience were conducted. 
 
  Directors present:  Richard Andring, Quentin Fairbanks, Bruce Furness, Ron Harnack,  
  Morrie Lanning, Richard Nelson, Don Ogaard, Riley  Rogers, Sam Schellenberg, Jake  
  Schroeder, Ben Varnson, Lee Klapprodt for Dave Sprynczynatyk 
 
  Directors absent:  Jack Adams, John Alexander, Joe Belford, Margaret Janzen, Todd  

 Johnson, Rick Martel, Herm Martens, R.S.”Bud “ Oliver, Dave Sprynczynatyk, Steve  
 Topping 

 
  Alternates present:  Jerry Dahl, Jeff Lewis, Pat Owens, Allen Ruzicka, Hetty Walker, 
  Daniel Wilkens 
 
  Alternates absent:  Garry Brown, John Conroy, Bryon Heinrichs, Ken Madison, Herm  
  Martens, Glenn Murray, Francis Schwindt, Lynn Stauss, Gary Thompson, Larry Whitney 
 
  RRBB Staff Members:  Gene Krenz, Program Manager; Julie Goehring, Assistant  
  Program Manager;  Janeen Stenso, Administrative Assistant 
 
  Others:  See Attachment. 
 
 

• Approval of Agenda:  No additional items were added to the agenda. 
 
 

• Approval of Minutes: Motion by Harnack to approve the minutes of the March 4, 1999 meeting.  
Seconded by Rogers.  Carried. 

 
 

• Citizens to be Heard:  Barrie Stevenson  -former RRBB board member from Morris, Manitoba.  Mr. 
Stevenson stated he was offering advice as a former member of the original International Planning 
Group. He had with him a copy of a letter sent to the Red River Basin Board from the Town of Morris 
concerning the lack of representation of Manitoba towns in the Red River valley.  Stevenson said that 
the Mayor of Morris had indicated to him that from his perspective it looks as if Morris has three 
representatives whose Post Office addresses are  Altona; and the addresses most affected by the Red 
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River south of Winnipeg have one alternate seat on the board.  Stevenson noted two things; one, that 
the Mayor of Morris has a right to voice concerns as does anyone else in the Red River Valley; and 
second, that the original vision formed by the IPG may be lost if steps are not taken to clarify and 
correct the situation.  Mr. Stevenson stated that the board’s reply to the Town of Morris letter was that 
Manitoba representation was regarded as a Manitoba problem.  Mr. Stevenson replied that he could 
only see that as true if he wasn’t able to see in the Morris letter how understanding the Red River Basin 
Board has been left to only a few.  After reviewing a copy of the outline for electing board members, Mr. 
Stevenson felt that it was sketchy and doesn’t cover the area of overlap.  Mr. Stevenson suggested that 
the board go back through their working documents and check the election procedures so the that Red 
River valley groups could use them as a guideline when adding or replacing members.   Chairman 
Lanning suggested that Stevenson type up his comments for review.   Lanning also stated that the 
Executive Committee has discussed the issue and felt that it was a problem that needs to be addressed 
within the Manitoba delegation.  Lanning also noted that Mr. Stevenson is suggesting that maybe our bi-
laws need to spell out a few things better than they are.  Lanning asked Schellenberg if Manitoba has 
caucused about this issue.  Schellenberg stated that they were hoping to do so at this meeting but with 
mid-term break there are not enough Manitoba representatives present.  Lanning suggested we wait 
until the Manitoba caucus to convene, and put this on the agenda for our next meeting to determine if 
the board wants to pursue any by-law changes. 
 
Mike Polovitz – TIC Chairman – Polovitz stated he was here to discuss his campaign for the small dam 
concept.  He is hoping to plant a seed to be carried through for the concept of building small dams.  
Polovitz feels there are creeks and rivers that could be held back cheaply without a lot of environmental 
studies.  Polovitz and Roland Young toured several dams in Walsh County holding back 40,000-acre 
feet of water that would now be coming down into the Red River.  Polovitz intends to campaign for the 
issue of small retention dams and asked the board to consider this issue.  Varnson stated there was lots 
of information available from TIC on retention dams.   Polovitz stated he is not speaking for TIC and that 
he was here to voice his own personal views.  Krenz commented that this issue a part of the RRBB 
planning process, we are looking at this in the Lake Traverse area and trying to identify additional sites.  
Krenz also commented that at the last two conferences of the TIC organization, two things that came 
through loud and clear as concerns were retention and education.  Ogaard commented that there are 
two impediments that make retention projects difficult.  One impediment is the ability to get permitted 
any project on any stream and the other is limited financing.  Harnack commented that the greater 
extent we have a balance between natural resources and flood control the greater the easier it is to get 
permitting and to have things fast track through the system.  Lanning stated he hoped we could achieve 
balance without shutting down on either side, we have the balance, but we can’t make it so difficult that 
you can’t either on one hand protect habitat or on the other do any flood control.  Polovitz commented 
that we need to find out why we can’t get permits and go from there.  Ogaard agreed that we don’t have 
trouble identifying locations or designing, funding is a limiting factor but the major impediment is the 
permitting process.  There is no methodology or value system in place for a flood control project versus 
the damage to the environment.  There is no system in place that will tell you when you have offset the 
negative effects of a flood control project, that is the number one huge issue to over come.  Krenz 
commented that there is a lot of misunderstanding on all sides of the issue about retention.  Krenz 
suggested that this would be a good topic for Information and Education.  Harnack suggested that it is 
an issue for the Flood Task Force to look into and also suggested that there are other alternatives to 
upland storage without necessarily building on natural flowing streams. 
 
Glenn Brustad – citizen of Traill County, North of the city of Hillsboro – Mr. Brustad gave a history of 
the Goose River and how the flooding is affecting his neighborhood.  He stated that there aren’t any 
retention dams in the area and there probably won’t be any built soon.  Brustad and his neighbors want 
the board to be aware of the problems in the area and inquired what they could do next.   Lanning 
asked if he was aware of any projects that are being contemplated on the Goose River.  Brustad wasn’t 
aware of any, but will be meeting with the Traill County Commissioners on Tuesday, April 6th.   
Klapprodt mentioned a study of the Goose River done in the 1970’s that looked at retention in the area.  
At that time they weren’t able to find economic justification for projects and there were also 
environmental concerns, the Goose River is a unique physical feature in the landscape and provides 
wildlife habitat that‘s rather hard to come by in this area.  You run into those environmental obstacles as 
well when you start any kind of a dam that would be sufficient to protect your property.  Klapprodt 
questioned whether the water problems were caused by the Red or the Goose River.  Brustad stated 
that the flooding problems are from the Goose River.  Klapprodt offered to get Brustad a copy of the 
report.  Klapprodt stated that Brustad was on the right track talking to his county water board; they are 
the ones that can initiate an effort to update studies; and then through the Red River Basin Board you 
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have an opportunity there with Traill to get a cooperative project going and from there to the State 
Water Board. 
 

Roland Young – from Grand Forks – Mr. Young has toured the Walsh county area and 
recommends the Red River Basin Board send a delegation to view the retention projects.  He 
also brought handouts for Turtle Mountain and Walsh County areas.   
 

• Financial Report:   Donald Ogaard, treasurer, reviewed the one-page summarized 
Treasurer’s Report.  Ogaard explained that MPCA funding has been applied for and 
should arrive soon.   The condensed report shows a checkbook balance, as of March 22, 
1999, of $38,453.28.  Total assets, balance on hand is $174,717.96.   Ogaard added that 
the year-to-date Treasurer’s Report in its entirety is available for those individuals 
expressing an interest in receiving it.   Motion by Ogaard to approve the Treasurer’s 
Report as presented.  Seconded by Nelson, Carried. 

 
 

• Payment of bills:  Ogaard reviewed the expense vouchers as listed in the one-page 
financial report.  The expense vouchers presented for payment totaled $19,484.69.  
Motion by Ogaard to authorize payment of the vouchers listed in the financial report 
for expenses incurred the month of March.  Seconded by Nelson, Carried. 

 

• Status of FY 2000 – 2001 Funding – Minnesota – Ron Harnack  
Harnack stated that there are hearings now in the Senate and the House, the funding 
is not originally in the Governor’s budget, but we have a strong contingent of 
legislators supporting the funding, it’s on the table now for consideration for funding 
as part of the environmental budget omnibus bill.   Harnack suggested that board 
members contact legislators regarding funding for the RRBB. 
 

• Status of FY 2000 – 2001 – North Dakota – Bruce Furness 
Furness reported that funding for the RRBB is not in any appropriations at this time, 
the legislators are going to ask the State Water Commission to take it out of their 
budget but they are not giving them any funds for that.  Next week appropriations will 
be made in session,  Jack Dalrymple is the key contact for this issue.  Klapprodt 
stated that if the funds come from the Water Commission it will hurt other projects, 
and it would be better for the funds to come from some other source and ear marked 
for the RRBB.  Varnson questioned why state leadership is not supporting this issue.  
Harnack made a motion that the RRBB chairman writes a letter to the funding chairs 
of Minnesota and North Dakota legislature in support of RRBB funding.  Seconded 
by Varnson, Carried. 
 

• Executive Committee Report: 
 

• Lanning welcomed Jerry Dahl as our newest board member.   He will serve as an 
alternate from Minnesota. 

 

• Status Report on Heads-of-State Initiative – Lanning stated that we are moving 
forward with requesting individual meetings with Heads-of-State. 

 

• The International Coalition Summit Conference – Suggested Motion: that the RRBB 
co-sponsor The International Coalition’s January 11-13, 2000 Summit conference in 
Winnipeg, MB.  Furness made a motion to adopt the suggested motion.  Seconded 
by Schellenberg, Carried. 

 

• Guiding Principles – Suggested Motion: that the RRBB formally adopt the “New 
Version” of the Guiding Principles as presented to the Board by the Guiding 
Principles Task Force.  Furness explained the information mailed to board members 
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concerning the “New Version” of the Guiding Principles.  Furness made a motion to 
adopt the suggested motion. Fairbanks seconded, Carried.  A discussion of 
Operating Principles followed, Furness asked for feedback by the April 15th. 

 

• Employee Re-classification – Suggested Motion: that the RRBB revise the current 
personnel classification of the Administrative Assistant to that of Executive Secretary; 
that the job description outlining the duties of the Executive Secretary be 
incorporated into the Board’s Personnel Policy Manual; that the holder of such 
position be compensated, effective April 1, 1999, at a rate of $26,000.00 annually 
plus benefits of $6,048.00; and that the Personnel Committee be authorized to 
review the salary approved for the position in 90 days.  Dick Nelson made a 
recommendation to amend the motion to a 6-month review and annually reviewed 
thereafter and to make things simple to review all employees the first of week of each 
year.  Schellenberg made a motion to further amend the motion to change the 
second paragraph of the job description to read  “In the interim the Executive 
Secretary shall report to the Program Manager” and to adopt the amended motion. 
Seconded by Nelson, Carried. 

 

• Revision in Meeting Schedule – Suggested Motion: That the RRBB remove 
November 17, 1999 from its current schedule of regular meetings.  Motion to accept 
by Nelson, Seconded by Schellenberg, Carried. 

 

• RRBB Basin-wide Planning Program Status – Gene Krenz  
Suggested Motion: that the RRBB authorize the Flood Damage Reduction Team, which 
includes at least one representative from each of the Basin’s major jurisdictions, to evaluate 
the report of the Minnesota Flood Damage Reduction Mediation Work Group to determine if 
the RRBB should adopt or adapt portions of the report for use in the Board’s Basin-wide 
planning process; and that the Team should present its findings and recommendations to the 
RRBB meeting scheduled for June 3, 1999.  Lewis made a motion to accept.  Seconded by 
Schellenberg, Carried.   Harnack suggested that the list of team members be included in 
next mailing to board members.  Harnack also suggested that someone ask for a break down 
of the $700,000.00 FEMA gave to South Dakota for flood mitigation.  Krenz mentioned that 
the Lake Traverse meeting has been rescheduled for April 19th. 
 

 
 

• Staffing Assessment – Gene Krenz gave an outline of what options are being 
pursued in Manitoba and Moorhead for more staffing. 

 

• Information and Education – Linda Kingery brought handouts pertaining to the 
newsletter.  The committee will be using e-mail and fax as much as possible to 
circulate the newsletter, saving the RRBB both copying and mailing costs.  The first 
newsletter will be published April 10, 1999. 

 

• Lake Traverse Special Task Force – Meeting scheduled in Wheaton on April 19, 
1999. 

 

• MN Red River Basin Water Quality Plan Workshop – Nolan Baratono, Minnesota Pollution 
Control Agency – Baratono gave an overview of the MN Water Quality Plan, which will 
become part of the RRBB plan. Handouts included. 

 
 

• RRBB – North Dakota Consensus Council Discussions Report – Don Ogaard 
Ogaard spoke on the Council’s response to the RRBB’s letter to the Council concerning a 
formal work agreement.  The Council’s response is included in the meeting packet. 
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• Grand Forks – East Grand Forks Flood Damage Reduction Project – Ken Vein 
Lanning stated that Vein asked to delay his presentation due to weather conditions in Grand 
Forks area.  

 

• Future Agenda Considerations:  
 

May – Grand Forks – East Grand Forks Flood Damage Reduction Project – Ken Vein 
          Crookston Flood Damage Reduction Initiatives – Mike McDonald 
           Terry Compson, Citizens for Responsible Flood Control 
            Ron Cole, US Fish & Wildlife, Tall Prairie Grass Program 
 
June - MN Mediation Process – How it Might Factor into the RRBB Planning Process. 
            Dave Loss, COE St. Paul District – Revised COE Project Development Process 
 

• Other Business:  

•  Report on RRWMB/DNR Early Coordination Conference – Don Ogaard, Dan 
Wilkens, Ron Harnack 
Ogaard gave an overview of the conference. Individual work teams will look at area 
problems relative to flooding and come up with projects that are fundable. 
 

• Revision in Schedule for Regular Meetings – Joe Belford 
Suggested motion: That the RRBB hold its June meeting in Devils Lake rather than in 
Grand Forks as regularly scheduled.  Nelson made a motion to adopt the suggested 
motion.  Seconded by Schellenberg, Carried.  Discussion followed on the Devils 
Lake situation; it was suggested that the COE give a presentation at the June 
meeting on what their plans are for the Devils Lake area.    

 
 

• Adjournment:  Lanning adjourned the meeting at 3:45 p.m. 
 
 
The next meeting of the RRBB will be in Grand Forks, ND on May 6, 1999, at 11:30 a.m. 

 
 

  
  

 
 


