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Thirty-Eighth Meeting 
of the 

Red River Basin Commission  
RRBC Moorhead: June 7, 2007  RRBC Winnipeg: 
119 5th St, PO Box 66 Ramada Inn 206-309 Hargrave St 
Moorhead, MN 56561-0066 Grand Forks, North Dakota Winnipeg MB R3B 2J8 
T. 218-291-0422/ F. 218-291-0438 9:00 a.m. T. 204-982-7250/ F. 204-982-7255 

 

 

Present:  Joe Belford, Fred Bott, Jerry Dahl, Brian Dwight, Craig Evans, Jon Evert, John Falk, Dennis 

Fewless, Tom Fisher, Dale Frink, Phil Gerla, Jake Gust, Melissa Hotain, Laurie Hunt, John Jaschke, 

Tony Kettler, Lee Klapprodt, Art Klassen, Kurtiss Krasnesky, Curt Kreun, Hank Ludtke, , Herm 

Martens, Don Norquay,  Ron Osowski, Bill Paulishyn, Maynard Pick, Pat Pruden, Allen Ruzicka, Mike 

Sauer, Sam Schellenberg, Karen Scott, Warren Seykora, Mike Shkolny, Muriel Smith,  Paul Swenson, 

Genevieve Thompson, Steven Topping, Ben Varnson, Henry Van Offelen, Mark Voxland, Hetty 

Walker, Dan Wilkens, Bob Wright, Jim Ziegler 

 

Others:  Kristin Blann, Barbara Olive, Linda Weispfenning, Lance Yohe, Julie Goehring, April Kiers-

North, Jennifer Stewart, Leah Thvedt, Donna Brooks. 

 

Minutes: 

 
1. Fisher called the meeting to order at 9:00 A.M.  Approval of Agenda:  M/S/C Martens/Voxland to approve 

the agenda.   

 

2. Approval of April 5, 2007, minutes.  One correction:  the word “budget” was omitted from the motion under 

“New Business” point “c” – “… to free up the $20,000 in the budget.”  M/S/C Paulishyn/Varnson to 

approve the April 5, 2007, minutes as amended.     

 

3. Presentation.  Kevin Dean, Communications Director for the City of Grand Forks, gave a presentation on 

Grand Forks 10 years after the 1997 flood.  The 1997 flood caused $1.5 billion in damage and the City had to 

rethink what was being done in Grand Forks for flood protection.  A series of levies and flood walls running 

between East Grand Forks and Grand Forks were built; 12 new pump stations, installation of flood gates on 

the outlets.  The cost of this flood protection project was $409 million.  In 2006, the water level rose to 47.75 

ft., the 5th highest in the history of Grand Forks and there was no disruption in the city; the biggest problem 

was keeping people away from the levies and flood walls.  The project was functionally completed in 2007 

and offers Grand Forks protection to a 60 ft. flood crest level.  Aside from the obvious benefit, this project has 

reduced national flood insurance costs.  The theme for 10th anniversary of the 1997 flood is Rebuilt, Renewed, 

Reborn.  Mr. Dean was thanked for his informative presentation. 

 

4. Executive Director’s Report:  Yohe introduced two new staff: Donna Brooks, half-time Administrative 

Assistant in the Winnipeg office; and Leah Thvedt, full-time Conference Coordinator/Outreach Specialist in 

the Moorhead office.  He reported on the Power of A Dream.  Twenty-five years ago, basin leaders began 

working more closely together with a focus on basin needs.  Today, the NRFP, basin fdr modeling goals, 

basin drought planning, and a potential River Center on the Red River are all examples of how things have 

progressed.  The Annual Summit Conference in January 2008 will focus on 25 years of fulfilling the dream.  

M/S/C Varnson/Paulishyn to accept the Executive Director’s report. 

 

5. Executive Committee: Minutes of the April and May 2007 meetings were reviewed.  M/S/C 

Martens/Wilkins to accept and file the April and May 2007 Executive Committee minutes. 
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6. Finance Committee:    

a. Evert reviewed the April financials. A question was asked about the fiscal year year-end projections. 

Yohe explained there was significant carryover from last year that was woven into the budget to cover 

additional projects and activities as the year progressed, if the board so desired.  Several of these 

additional projects and activities have been moved forward, however monthly expenses remain under 

budget and a 2008 carry-over is projected.  M/S/C Falk/Voxland to approve the April financials and 

payment of the bills. 

 

b. 2006 Audit.  Evert reported the U.S. audit has been done for some time and the Canadian audit is now 

complete. Yohe will meet with the Canadian auditor to review it next week.  The two audits will then be 

combined for a report to the Board in September.  

 

c. Investments.  Evert reported on investments strategies for the two offices. There was discussion and a 

request that staff review rates at the Assiniboine Credit Union and report back. 

 

d. Funding (Base/Foundation).Evert reported that RRBC has applied for two major grants.  The Bush 

Foundation Grant is a 3-year grant and would allow for additional outreach activities in Minnesota and 

North Dakota.  A response is expected at the end of June.  The second grant is a similar request from the 

Winnipeg Foundation for additional outreach activities in Manitoba. A reply is expected in September.  

 

7. Leadership Center: 

a. Plan Implementation Committee – Klapprodt reported PIC has been working on NRFP outreach 

strategies, working groups that would address NRFP goals and how PIC should be structured and operate 

going into the future.    

1) Outreach Report –Stewart informed the Board she has visited more than 25 municipalities. Concerns 

stated include  water quality, flooding, Canadian/U.S. relations assistance.  If Board members have 

specific issues that they wish to discuss, to please contact her. 

 2) Discussion on Committee Structures.  Revised plan PIC was distributed.   North reviewed the two 

options for the Board’s consideration. Discussion followed. M/S/C Varnson/Smith to reorganize 

PIC implementing the second model.   

 

b. Facilitation/Mediation: 

1) Yohe reported on the Basin Drought Strategy (RFP) outline received from HDR Engineering.  There 

was discussion and numerous comments. M/S/C Belford/Walker to move forward with HDR as 

the contractor after incorporation of Board comments and further review of the revised outline 

by the drought subcommittee.  

 

8. Communications Center: 

a Annual Summit Conference Committee:  

1) 25th Annual Summit Conference.  Gust gave an update.  “The Power of A Dream” is the theme of the 

upcoming 25th Annual Summit Conference being held in Grand Fords at the Alerus Center, January 

9–11, 2008.  Speakers are still being considered so if there are any suggestions, please advise Gust or 

staff.  A preliminary Conference brochure was distributed.   

 

b. Communications Committee:  Evert reported there are a number of goals for the Conference.  One of 

them is to review the 25-year history and to acknowledge the key participants, as well as achievements 

and future goals. 

1) Water Minutes/Ripple Effect:  Goehring provided an update.  If any of the Directors want to receive 

the Ripple Effect, please advise Goehring.   38 Water Minutes have aired on KFGO. 

 

9. Partnership Center: 

Aquatic Ecosystem Committee – North reported that there have been no meetings since January.  A meeting 

is scheduled for mid-July. 
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Hydrology – Yohe reported the committee is following up on the 1997 IJC flood recommendations, 

accomplishments and gaps.  There have been no meetings since January. 

Devils Lake Joint Water Resources Board – Belford informed the Board there is a tour of Devils Lake 

Thursday, June 14.  Frink reported on the state outlet operations.   

EERC – Yohe provided an update on the Waffle Project.  An economic analysis currently being done by the 

university will be completed at the end of June.  A report will be made at the September Board meeting. 

Greenway on the Red – Schellenberg informed the Board the project is continuing to identify and implement 

green spaces along the Red River.  

International Water Institute – Swenson reported they are working to secure funding for the basin Digital 

Elevation Mapping. 

Minnesota County Joint Powers Board – Dahl reported the next meeting is August 24. 

International Red River Board –Wilkens indicated that next meeting is scheduled in July in Detroit Lakes. 

Red River Basin Commission North Chapter – Paulishyn advised that the next meeting is in July in Lac Du 

Bonnet.           

ND Aquatic Species – Fisher advised that newsletters and e-mails have been received throughout the 

midwestern U.S.  Manitoba has a newsletter regarding unwanted aquatic species; if anyone would like to 

receive a copy, contact staff.        

North Dakota Joint Water Resource District Board – Varnson advised that the next meeting will be held 

the 2nd week of July during the summer convention in Jamestown.  The Maple River Dam dedication is 

scheduled for July 17.  Invitations will be mailed. 

Pembina River Basin Advisory Board –Walker reported a meeting is scheduled for August 19 with the 

Technical Advisory Committee to prepare for the September Board meeting. 

Rivers West – Martens advised that the Canadian Rivers Heritage Conference is June 10-13.  Wilkens, 

North, and Yohe will be making presentations. 

Roseau River International Watershed – North informed the Board a meeting is scheduled on June 21 in 

Roseau. 

Red River Watershed Management Board – Wright reported the Board is working on its communication 

strategy and has hired a consultant at NDSU to assist. 

Upper Sheyenne – Varnson reported on the rebuilding of 2-3 dams.  Water quality issues are being addressed 

with the communities.  The next meeting is scheduled for June 20.   

Lake Winnipeg Research Consortium – Yohe advised that the Research Consortium recently received a 

national Silver Award for their research on Lake Winnipeg.  

Army Corps of Engineers – Evans advised that Col. John Christensen will replace Col. Pfenning and that he 

has toured the area to become familiar with the people and issues. 

 

10. Technical Resource Center. 

a.  The RRBC Activity Sheet was distributed. Goehring reviewed it, highlighting key areas.  Fisher reported 

the Legislators’ Forum will be held in July to discuss issues and concerns from MB, ND, SD and MN.  

North reported on the Roseau Watershed Plan.  A mailing has gone out to the four municipal counties and 

Roseau First Nations.  A round of public meetings is being considered for the fall. 

 

11. Old Business: 

a.   BOR Letter/Supplemental EIS – was sent and a copy is in the Directors’ packet. 

b. Eco-Network Letter – this letter was sent after review by the subcommittee and a copy is in the Directors’ 

packet. 

c. Canada Rivers Heritage Conference ( June 10-13) – Conference will be held in Winnipeg.  North will 

give a presentation on the RRBC Plan; Wilkens will present on transboundary efforts and Yohe will talk 

about Mainstem Modeling.  A Conference brochure was distributed. 

d. Eco-Network One-day Climate Workshop is being held on June 21. RRBC will be assisting. 

e. RRWMB mainstem modeling letter – Yohe updated on the consultant’s timeline for modeling, which will 

be in late August.  An update will be provided at the September meeting. 
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12. New Business 

a. RRBC River Interpretive Center/Office Proposal – Yohe reported an Expression of Interest proposal 

has been submitted to the City of Winnipeg.  A schematic of the new Interpretive Centre was distributed.  

If the proposal is accepted, RRBC would seek funds from numerous sources. RRBC is asking for a 25-

year lease for $1/yr in the proposal. City Council is likely to review the proposal in July or September.   

b. September Ex-Officio Discussion will be held in conjunction with the September Board meeting.  There 

was discussion on the topic and consensus to follow the Executive Committee’s recommendation and to 

focus the discussion on water quality and monitoring.  

c. Saskatchewan Conference – Topping reported that the Partners FOR Saskatchewan River Basin are 

planning to hold a Conference in Winnipeg (Nov. 6-7) and are looking for organizations to partner with 

them.  Yohe reported RRBC has been approached to be a full partner or to just provide assistance as 

needed. Discussion followed. M/S/C Wilkens/Topping to look at both options to clarify what risks a 

partner would take related to funding and then to proceed accordingly offering as a minimum, 

assistance support.   

d. Tour: Heart of Borneo – Yohe reported RRBC has been contacted by representatives working with a 

group from Brunei, Malaysia and Indonesia who are planning to tour places in Canada/United States in 

the spring of 2008 to observe watershed planning.  The Board’s consensus was we to offer to meet with 

them and, together with the First Nations, put together a package, if it fits into their schedule. 

e Assiniboine River Area – Norquay reported on the Assiniboine River (a Red River tributary) area and its 

effect on Lake Winnipeg and suggested that RRBC consider expanding its operations to include the 

Assiniboine River.  It was agreed more information is required, such as costs involved, implications for 

staffing, Board structure and would RRBC involvement enhance its existing mandate.  Further discussion 

will occur at the Executive Committee and the November Board retreat. 

f. US Federal Legislation re: US Army Corps of Engineers – There was discussion regarding the 

Oberstar expansion of the Clean Water Act.  Thompson stated the Clean Water Restoration Act provides 

a narrow definition of navigable water.  Concern was expressed that if the Corps is given full jurisdiction 

over water, it may be more difficult to obtain project approval.  There was consensus to accept the May 

Executive meeting recommendation to have PIC look at this legislation and develop a strategy as to how 

best to proceed, with the strong support for RRBC to play an information versus legislative position role. 

 

13. Basin Stakeholders Updates – Wilkens reported on the introduction of a bill on state-wide watersheds that is 

being worked on in Minnesota by Representative Morrie Landing and that RRBC has provided basin-wide 

review for some sections.  Fischer reported that North Dakota funded at $400,000 for the basin LiDAR study. 

 

14. Other – No other business. 

 

15. Next RRBC Board Meeting: Thursday, Sept. 6, 2007, Ex-Officio Discussions and Board Meeting 

 

16. Adjournment 

 

 


