
Forty-third Meeting of the                                                    A 
Red River Basin Commission 

June 5, 2008 
Canad Inns – Fort Garry 

Winnipeg, Manitoba 
 

 
Board Present:  Herm Martens, Jon Evert, Ron Osowski, Gordon Johnson, Mark Voxland, Paul Swenson, 
Warren Seykora, Bob Wright, Joe Belford, Sam Schellenberg, Dennis Walaker, Bill Paulishyn, Mike Shkolny, 
Steve Topping, Karen Scott, Joy MacLean, Bud Oliver, Dwight Williamson, Brian Dwight, Kurtiss Krasnesky, 
Tony Kettler, Muriel Smith. 
 
Others Present:  Mary Speers, Candace Parks, Lance Yohe, Jennifer Stewart, Julie Goehring, Donna 
Brooks. 
 
Martens called the meeting to order at 9:30 A.M.  Everyone introduced themselves.  Martens requested that 
Krasnesky relay the Board’s thanks to Laurie Hunt for the fabulous dinner that was held at Hunt’s Country 
Roadhouse on June 4th, 2008.  A good time was had by all who attended. 
 
Martens also thanked Paulishyn for arranging the tour of the Freshwater Fish Processing Plant on June 4, 
2008.  It was very informative. 
 
Belford introduced Mary Speers from the U.S. Consulate in Winnipeg.  Ms. Speers stated that she hoped to 
gain more knowledge about the RRBC and to see if there was anything she could do to further the goals and 
objectives of the Basin.  Martens thanked Ms. Speers for her attendance. 
 
1. Approval of Agenda:  M/S/C by Krasnesky/Belford to approve the agenda. 
 
2. Approval of March 6, 2008 Minutes: M/S/C Voxland/Seykora to approve the March 6, 2008, minutes. 
     
3. Presentation: Stewart introduced Candace Parks, Basin & Aquifer Planner for Manitoba Water 

Stewardship.  Ms. Parks gave a presentation on Groundwater Planning in Southeast Manitoba (SRGMP).  
There are 3 basins in the study area – the Red River Basin being the largest portion of the study area at 
16,967 sq. km. (6,550 sq. miles). 

 
This is a complex area composed of connected and disconnected aquifers.  In 2007 Manitoba Water 
Stewardship initiated a management plan process focused on the ground water resource of south-east 
Manitoba.  The goal is to formulate a management plan for the ground water in south-east Manitoba 
study that will guide  the sustainability development of these resources for the next 10 years.  There are 3 
steps involved:  i) collect information in the study area using science and local knowledge; ii) itemize and 
prioritize issues; and iii) formulate management plan.   

     
Currently the study is in step 1.  Four meetings have been held to date.  Meetings are held from October 
– April.  The next meeting is scheduled for October 6th, 2008.  The final plan is expected to be submitted 
April 2010.  Stewart from RRBC is a member of the committee. Martens thanked Ms. Parks for her 
presentation. 

 
4. Executive Director Report - handout.  Yohe reviewed the Basin’s vision and mission statements to 

achieve the NRFP.  Over the next 3 years the plan is to have more face-to-face contact at individual local 
levels of government through the RRBC outreach effort and to increase the number of signed Resolutions 
of Support.   
 
In July, a new computer network tool will be implemented called SharePoint.  SharePoint will enable us to 
identify and track what others are doing; celebrate our successes when activities are accomplished that 
help address a Basin goal; and enable us to identify areas that need assistance.  This program will 
enable participation from around the basin without the cost of travel and allow everyone to review the 
same document and make continual updates.  PIC will begin to work with this on June 10 and assist 
RRBC with the integration of its goals.  Yohe briefly touched upon the Working Groups.  He indicated that 
WG activities will take a lot of staff time.  The 26th Annual Summit Conference will be held January 20-22, 



2009 in Winnipeg, MB.  It was also reported that the RRBC that the Winnipeg and Moorhead offices have 
“newer” vehicles.   

 
5. Committee Reports 

a. Executive Committee – Martens reviewed highlights and answered questions from the Executive 
Committee Minutes for meetings held on March 20, 2008; April 17, 2008 and May 15, 2008.  
Consensus to accept and file the minutes. 

 
b. Finance Committee – The April Financial Statement was reviewed by Evert and questions were 

answered.  M/S/C Swenson/Oliver to accept the April 30, 2008 financial statement and payment of 
the bills. 

 
6. Leadership Center 

a. Plan Implementation Committee – PIC will be meeting Tuesday, June 10. Outreach and Working 
Group Report – Stewart distributed the NRFP WG outline and briefly described the outreach 
campaign.  Currently, over 50 Resolutions of Support have been signed.  Stewart encouraged Board 
members to participate in the Working Groups.  
 

b. Sharepoint Demo - not available, due to Thvedt illness. 
 
7.   Communications Center 

a. Annual Summit Conference – Evert reported that the Conference Committee has been meeting since 
February and that the conference theme, topics, and speakers are underway.   

 
b. Communications Committee – Goehring reported that “Ripple Effect” is published 2x/month.  

Feedback for “Water Minutes” is positive and this communication venue is becoming more popular 
and more and more people are reporting back to staff that they have heard it on the radio. 

 
8.  Partnership Center 

• Roseau River International Watershed (RRIW) – Yohe reported that a meeting was held in March and 
the next meeting is scheduled for August.  RRIW is in the process of regrouping and new leadership. 

 

• South Valley Initiative (SVI) – Goehring reported that the next meeting is scheduled for July.  The 
group is looking at the upstream issue and retention problems affecting the southern end of the basin. 

 

• Pembina River Basin Advisory Board (PRBAB) - meeting was held in March  

• and a tour of the Pembina River is scheduled for July.  This group is interested in finding solutions to 
the flooding issues in the area. 

 

• Manitoba North Chapter – Paulishyn reported that a meeting was held May 22. Mike Shkolny from the 
City of Winnipeg gave a presentation.  The next meeting is scheduled for June 26 in Rockwood. 
 

• MN Joint Powers Board – Evert reported on the meeting held May 28 in Mahnomen, MN.  There was 
a lot of discussion regarding the impact that extensive agriculture will have on water quality and land 
use.  
 

• Aquatic Ecosystem – meeting will be held in July. 
 

• Hydrology Committee – meeting will be held in July. 
 

• Devils Lake Basin Joint Water Resource Board – Belford reported that Jeff Riff is the new manager – 
Mike Connor retired.  On June 26th there will be a tour.  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers are 
conducting studies regarding the levy around the city and are considering raising the levy another 2-3 
ft.  Belford also stated that along Hwy. 57, several roads are acting as dikes and this is not safe.  
Funding is an issue for building a levy.   
 

• Currently, Devils Lake is down but the threat is always present.  Belford stated that they will continue 
to prepare for a major disaster and one of the biggest unknowns currently is the effect on 
groundwater.  
 



• Greenway on the Red – Swenson reported that this group disbanded as a separate organization 
since the primary funded was depleted and will remain connected to Audubon.   
 

• International Water Institute – Swenson reported that the Tri College in Moorhead collected LiDAR 
information for RRBC – collected in excess of 10,000 sq. miles.   

• Contract has been signed with contractor from Rapid City, ND.  Funding is almost in place.  Key 
federal funding is coming from the US Appropriation Bill.   
 

• International Red River Board – Martens reported that a meeting will be held the middle of July.   
 

• ND Aquatic Species – Yohe reported that the hot issue in aquatic nuisance species is a hemorrhagic 
virus that is spreading in the mid-continent area and is being closely monitored as it is deadly to the 
fish it infects.  
 

• ND Red River Joint Water Resource District Board – Yohe reported that this Board was a co-sponsor 
of the LiDAR study.   They are hosting a joint meeting in July with the MN RRWMB and will tour the 
Maple River Dam Project.  
 

• Rivers West – Martens reported that a meeting was held last week, but he was unable to attend and 
hasn’t gotten the minutes yet.   
 

• Red River Watershed Management Board – Olsowski reported that funding was a little short of what 
was expected.  It was stated that P. Swenson chairs the MN Flood Damage Reduction Committee.  
This group is organized into watershed project teams and the process is going very well. 
 

• Upper Sheyenne River Basin Joint Water Resource Board – a meeting will be held next week.  
Belford informed the Board that there are 3 dams in need of repair.    
 

• Lake Winnipeg Research Consortium – Scott advised that the LW Research Consortium recently 
became a charitable organization and subsequently, monies are available to develop educational 
programs for teachers – grades 6-10.   
 

9. Technical Resource Center – Directors were asked to review the Activity Report and contact staff if they 
had questions. 

 
10. Unfinished Business 

 
a. RRBC Interpretive Center Proposal – Yohe updated Directors on the Interpretative Center proposal.  

Centre Venture provisionally awarded the property to another party.  Centre Venture has given the 
other party 45 days to co-ordinate their funding.  There was discussion as to whether too much time 
and effort has already been expended on this proposal.  A consensus was reached to continue to 
keep informed and see how things develop.  

 
b. Assiniboine Project – Funding has been secured. East MB Development Corp will assist in the 

management.  Duncan Stewart Reeve from the R.M. of Brenda will be doing local outreach.  A draft 
report for the Board will be ready by the September Board meeting. He will talk with persons in the 
western part of the province and invite them to attend a one day workshop on 2 October 2008.  A final 
report is expected in November.   

 
c. Network Project – Sharepoint is scheduled to be running in July.  This tool will greatly enhance the 

ability to have WG and other committees from around the basin work on documents and have 
meetings without travel. 

 
d. Mainstem Modeling: Pembina River Modeling – An update was provided.  Kettler reported that PFRA 

funded the Pembina LiDAR study in 2007.  A site visit to the Emerson/Pembina area is being 
planned.  The visit will determine if field survey work is needed on the bridges and what the next step 
will be on the Mike II mainstem model calibration. 

 
e. Leaders Summit Lake Winnipeg – LSLW was held on May 28th, 2008.  RRBC was the fiscal agent. 

However, RRBC Board leadership and staff were excluded by the co-chairs from the attendance list.  



Muriel Smith, who did attend, gave a report.  There were about 50 in attendance.  M. Speers from the 
U.S. Consulate, was also in attendance and provided her insights on the meeting. 

 
f. Watershed Based Source Water Protection in Canada: A National Evaluation.  Stewart gave a brief 

report.  RRBC will be providing in-kind support working with University of Manitoba to provide input 
into the design of the national assessment and review reports.  This is a comprehensive national 
evaluation of governance for source water protection in Canada.  April 1st was the start date.   

 
g. IISD: Ecological Infrastructure Investment in Red River Basin Study – is under development.  RRBC 

will assist in project development, securing funding, and project implementation once funded.  The 
main objective of the research is to explore ways of improving the resilience of the ecological and 
socio-economic systems within the Lake Winnipeg watershed (particularly the Red River Basin).   

 
h. MB South Regional Groundwater Management Plan – C. Parks from Manitoba Stewardship gave a 

presentation earlier in the meeting. 
 

i. IJC Modeling Projects – Yohe gave and update. The mainstem modeling and Pembina River 
modeling projects have been completed or suspended and final payments are in progress.  Pembina 
River modeling was suspended – at the request of RRBC as the IRRB-IJC Ottawa Pembina Modeling 
was underway using the new LiDAR data for Pembina County and the Structural Survey Data on the 
border Road/Dyke and Pembina roads.   
 

11.  New Business 
a. Board Elections – will be held in January, 2009.  The process will begin in October. 
 
b. The September Ex-Officio meeting will be held September 4th, 2008 in Fargo.  Several topics 

recommended for this year’s meeting include: fish and wildlife; conservation; updates on past 
meetings and successes; fdr goals; and basin quality. 

 
c. Schellenberg informed Board members that a former Board member, Randall Pappal is terminally 

ill.  There was unanimous consent to send a card to Mr. Pappal from the Board. 
 

12.  Around the Basin Stakeholder Updates 

• Krasnesky – MB Rural Municipalities – no flooding this spring.  More RMs are joining Conservation 
Districts.   

 

• Osowski – MN Watersheds – tour of the North Ottawa Project is scheduled for June 19, 2008 as part 
of the state MWAD meeting.   

 

• Walaker – Mayor, City of Fargo – FEMA wants to raise the flood plain by 2 feet in the Fargo area.  
The city is working on its South Side Project to provide flood protection to the growing area of south 
Fargo. 

 

• Schellenberg – MB-PVWC – plants are running at capacity.  There is concern regarding stable water 
supply and some options being considered.   

 

• Williamson – Acting Assistant Deputy Minister – Water Stewardship - further discussions with RMs 
and Conservation Districts.  There are 14 enforcement officers managing drainage issues.  There are 
things currently being done that have never been done in Canada before.   
 

13. Due to rising gas prices, it was recommended that future Board meetings be held in Grand Forks – a 
more central location.   Staff will begin to plan in this direction for 2009.   

 
14. Next Board meeting is scheduled for September 4th, 2008 – Ex Officio Discussion in Fargo. 
 

15. M/S/C Krasnesky/Walaker that the meeting adjourn. 


