
NOTES  ON

Intersectional Feminism



What is Feminism?
Feminism is equality.

It is called Feminism because women need to be
put back in to the equation of equality and
restore the balance. The reason why women
 should women be put back in the rhetoric is
 simply because patriarchy started with the
dominance of man over women, and that 

resulted in a massive case of gender inequality
and imbalance.



Okay... But what about other genders?
Through feminism, gender equality is restored
for ALL gender identities. Patriarchy made the

male gender dominant, female subjugated and all
other gender identities as anomalies. But gender

is fluid, regardless of their sex.
This fluidity was seen as anomalous – for it was

not considered “normal” for the dominant to
identify as the subjugated. Putting women back
into the dialogue will lead to equality, as there

will be no dominant, no subjugated, no anomaly. 



Ah! What's Intersectional Feminism?
Intersectional feminism is feminism that
responds to specific issues that cannot be
separated from a gendered oppression.

These issues include such things as racism,
colourism, caste-ism, challenges to sexuality and
sexual identities, disability, religious practices,
harmful practices rooted in certain cultures,

economic challenges and such. 



Not sure I get it... Tell me more?
Look at this through the narrative of a Dalit

Woman. Dalits are a marginalized community in
India.

If feminism was not intersectional, it would
view the Dalit Woman as a Woman; as one who
is vulnerable to violence; as one who is, well, like
other women. This puts her at the same starting
line as other women - and it can be difficult for

her. 



Hold on, why? 
Here's why. Intersectional feminism would see

her differently. Vulnerable as a woman,
disenfranchised as a caste, marginalized as a
caste, isolated and oppressed in society and

therefore, even more vulnerable than most other
women. And there are numbers, facts, stories

and truths to back this correct understanding of
a Dalit Woman’s position. 



So gender oppression has degrees?
That's right.  In a nutshell, not only are women
dominated over by men in the power relations
of a patriarchal social order, but, many women

are also fighting against a toxic hegemonic
pillar of power in the form of caste, coping with
the poverty, dealing with religious patriarchy,
racial / ethnic / colour discrimination, national 

discrimination and much more.



But isn't Feminism about Choice?
Absolutely! If feminism is not intersectional, it
will look at the right of a woman to a choice. 

But, feminism should be intersectional because it
must account for the factors that temper that

choice or, "circumstances." It is these 
different circumstances that require feminism
to be intersectional. Because, even if we're all

facing gendered oppression, we're dealing with
different kinds of oppression, too!
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