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Local News

FEDERAL COURT

Boiling point: Lamar power plant trial starts
Authority claims failed boiler 
at center of $170M shutdown

DENVER — A trial be-
gan Monday in a dispute 
about a $23 million boiler 
installed for a $170 mil-
lion power plant project 
that became an albatross 
for six Southeastern 
Colorado communities.

The plant, in Lamar, 
was mothballed in 2011 
because it never met pol-
lution control standards. 
The boiler, installed in 
2009, was built to burn 
coal for generating elec-
tricity.

The plant was intend-
ed to supply electricity 
to La Junta, Las Animas, 
Lamar, Holly, Springfield 
and Trinidad. Instead, 
the failed project has left 

residents and businesses 
in those communities 
with some of the high-
est electricity bills in 
Colorado.

Those communities 
are members of the 
Arkansas River Power 
Authority, which sup-
plies electricity to the 
communities. ARPA now 
supplies them with elec-
tricity it buys from other 
generating companies.

The authority is suing 
Babcock & Wilcox, the 
company that designed 
and built the 10-story-
high boiler. The com-
pany is countersuing 
ARPA.

Judge Christine Ar-
guello said the trial, in 
U.S. District Court in 
Denver, is expected to 

last two weeks.
ARPA, alleging that 

the boiler is faulty and 
caused the plant not to 
work, claims it has had 
losses of $170 million, 
which it blames on the 
boiler. The authority 
wants jurors to award it 
that amount of monetary 
compensation from the 

company .
The authority sued 

in 2014, claiming fraud, 
misrepresentations and 
negligence, among other 
issues.

Babcock and Wilcox 
denies the allegations 
and claims. The compa-
ny contends that mis-
management by ARPA 

is a key reason for the 
failed plant.

“The boiler works.” an 
attorney for the com-
pany told jurors in an 
opening statement about 
the dispute.

He contended ARPA 
has not incurred losses 
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Two large coal 
silos stand 
just north of 
the Lamar 
coal-fired 
power plant, 
which was 
mothballed 
in 2011. A 
trial claiming 
a boiler was 
the source of 
the shutdown 
started 
Monday in 
Denver.
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Jury selection underway in murder trial
The process of select-

ing a jury began Monday 
morning in the trial of 
Anthony Sena, 29, the 
man accused of killing 
and burning his grand-
mother at her home in 
July 2015.

There were 121 potential 
jurors who reported to 
the Dennis Maes Pueblo 
Judicial Building Monday 
morning to be questioned, 
according to Lila Mears, 
jury commissioner for the 

10th Judicial District.
That number will be 

whittled down until there 
is a final jury of 14 people 
seated, two of whom will 
be alternates.

A jury had not been 
seated by the end of the 
day Monday. Officials in-
volved in the case did not 
know when a jury might 
be seated, saying it could 
possibly take another day 
or two.

Monday marked the 
first day of Sena’s trial, 
which is scheduled to go 
until Nov. 25.

Sena is suspected of 
killing his grandmother 
Susan Hernandez, 77, and 
burning her body.

It’s believed Hernan-
dez was killed sometime 
between 12:55 p.m. on July 
28, 2015, and 10:30 a.m. on 
July 29, when her body 
was discovered in the 
basement of her home at 
603 Moffat St. by a family 
member.

Hernandez was struck 
in the back of her head 
with a blunt object at 
least twice, according to 
investigators.

Sena was bound over 
for trial in March on 
charges of first-degree 
murder, criminal attempt 
to commit first-degree 
arson and theft follow-
ing a preliminary hearing 
that saw eight individu-
als called to the stand to 
testify.

Sena was arrested on 
suspicion of the homicide 
in December 2015, four 
months after Hernandez 
was found dead.

Prosecutors have ar-
gued that a dispute over 
money paid by Hernan-

dez to Sena to do work on 
Hernandez’s roof was a 
motive in the murder.

Prosecutors also have 
said that cellphone data 
and witness statements 
place Sena in the area of 
Hernandez’s home on the 
afternoon of July 28 and 
cellular tower pings from 
Sena’s cellphone show 
him near the crime scene 
on the morning of July 29, 
beginning at 8:31 a.m. to 
9:27 a.m.

Sena is being held at 
Pueblo County jail.

ryans@chieftain.com
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Anthony Sena

FIRE AWARENESS

4 little chiefs elate depts.
Essay winners 
take victory lap 
in fire trucks

The cute quotient of 
local fire departments 
increased significantly 
Monday with the ap-
pointment of four ador-
able third-grade girls as 
chiefs.

And even it was just 
for a day, it was ground-
breaking.

“To my knowledge, 
this is the first time 
we’ve had four girls win 
the contest,” said Erik 
Duran, a spokesman for 
the Pueblo Fire Depart-
ment.

The Fire Chief for a 
Day essay contest is a 
long-running partner-
ship between city and 
rural fire departments, 
Pueblo-area McDonald’s 
restaurants and local 
schools. 

Held in conjunc-
tion with National Fire 
Prevention Month, 
the endeavor invites 
third-graders in both 
local school districts to 
explain what being fire 
chief for a day would 
mean to them.

This year, the best of 
these essays were judged 
to have come from the 
pencils of Unique Ayala-
Cordova (Sunset Park 
Elementary), Cheyanne 
Ortiz (host school 
Morton Elementary), 
Jordan Duhon (Sierra 
Vista Elementary) and 
Skyla Kopasz (Vineland 
Elementary).

Inside a jubilant 
Morton gymnasium, an 
upbeat Ronald McDon-

ald served as host for an 
all-school assembly that 
saw the four pint-sized 
leaders recognized by 
(real) fire chiefs from 
Pueblo, Pueblo West and 
the Mesa.

And while each of the 
winners had their own 
reasons for wanting to 
be boss, service to oth-
ers, including animals, 
was the common motive.

“I want to help put out 
a fire with them,” wrote 
Jordan. “It is important 
to get out of a fire. Clear-
ly, that is why I want to 
be chief.”

“If people get their 

pets stuck in a tree,” 
Cheyanne noted, “I can 
help get them out of the 
tree. Then I can make 
my neighborhood a bet-
ter place by putting out 
fires.

“If we had a big fire, 
I could put it out with 
the hose from the front 
yard.”

Skyla is particularly 
impressed with the ver-
satility of firefighters.

“If there is a problem, 
they save the day. They 
help people who are 
injured and help people 
in car wrecks. They put 
out fires and get people 
to safety.

“I think firefighters are 
awesome.”

The most touching 
essay, from Unique, 
centered on a disaster 
that could have been 
much worse if not for 
the quick action of first 
responders.

“Two months ago, a 
terrible, tragic event 
happened. My dad woke 
up to my house burning 
down. It was the most 
horrible thing in the 
whole world. We lost 
everything.

“I want to be a fire 
chief because I would 
like to save people’s lives 
and their homes. No-
body should ever have to 
go through losing their 
home or things. It would 
be awesome to say you 

saved someone’s life or 
house.”

Unique made it a point 
to thank Conrad Orndoff, 
representing the Pueblo 
Rural Fire Department, 
for responding to that 
blaze in her Salt Creek 
home.

“It makes us feel real 
good, you bet,” Ornd-
off said after accepting 
Unique’s thanks. 

With Ronald McDon-
ald as a riding partner, 
the helmet-wearing little 
chiefs concluded the 
day by boarding a shiny 
new firefighting rig for 
a cross-town ride to the 
South Side McDonald’s 
for lunch.
jpompia@chieftain.com
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Fire Chiefs for a Day are (left to right) Cheyanne Ortiz, Jordan Duhon, Unique Ayala-Cordova and Skyla Kopasz outside 
Morton Elementary School on Monday.
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Watch the video 

Council 
waiting 
on 2017 
budget 

City Council made 
short work of reviewing 
the draft 2017 budget 
Monday night, but 
part of the reason is 
council is awaiting the 
voters’ decision today 
on whether to give the 
city a half-cent sales 
tax increase for a list 
of major goals, includ-
ing hiring more police 
officers.

 Council has to adopt 
a 2017 budget by the 
end of November and 
it looked at the $85 
million spending plan 
put together by City 
Manager Sam Azad 
during its work session 
Monday. There aren’t 
any real surprises in 
the document — Azad 
is giving a conserva-
tive estimate of about 3 
percent in new revenue 
next year, although he 
acknowledged to coun-
cil there is likely to be 
more than that. 

City revenues are 
growing at about 5.5 
percent this year.

Tuesday’s election is 
overshadowing any im-
mediate budget plans, 
however, because if 
voters approve Ques-
tion 2A, they would be 
giving the city another 
$7 million in revenue a 
year for five years.

That money is dedi-
cated to a list of pur-
poses, though, starting 
with hiring 24 addi-
tional police officers, 
repaving six major 
arterial streets, building 
a new Fire Station No. 6 
and completing several 
parks. There would 
even be $400,000 
for demolishing con-
demned buildings.

For council members, 
the controversial part 
of 2A is the $200,000 
a year that would also 
be given to District At-
torney Jeff Chostner’s 
office to hire four ad-
ditional prosecutors.

There is also Ques-
tion 300 on the ballot, 
that would force the 
city to repeal the licens-
es of recreational pot 
businesses in the city.

And there are also 
Questions 2B and  2C, 
which would legalize 
recreational pot stores 
in the city and establish 
a 4.3 percent sales tax 
on sales in those stores.
proper@chieftain.com
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Panel needs today’s 
election outcome
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