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Local News

Program teaches at-risk youth about life, work

Through a national 
partnership between 
Junior Achievement 
and AT&T, a group of 
Centennial High School 
students recently learned 
some vital life lessons 
about decision-making 
and dedication.

The AT&T Aspire pro-
gram paired call center 
leaders and employees 
with the at-risk high 
schoolers for an after-
noon that included a tour 
of the center, instruction 
on making an impression 
with a potential employ-
er, a discussion on the 
qualities that make up a 
strong character, as well 
as the dangers of texting 
and driving.

All in the name of in-
spiring these young men 
and women to complete 
high school studies be-
fore making their mark in 
the working world.

“Through this 
job-shadowing program, 
the kids are here to gain 
more tools to make good 
choices in life,” said 
Amanda Vargas, a team 
leader at the call center. 
“Because the choices 
they make now are going 
to stick with them for the 
rest of their lives.

“And they also are 
learning about behaviors 
and what they will need 
in the workforce before 

they get there. They’re 
learning about entrepre-
neurship, how businesses 
function and what their 
role can be in the future.” 

From call center 
managers, the students 
learned that a “dream 
job” doesn’t simply mate-
rialize. Rather, it’s an in-
cremental journey up the 
workforce ladder, during 
which collected experi-
ences eventually pave the 
way for something bigger 
and better.

“No matter what you 
do, it all starts with a 
first step,” the students 
were told by Layla Vigil. 
“When we do interviews 
as managers, and I hear 
someone say, ‘I had to 
do this, but this is what 
I learned,’ and they have 
that passion, that amazes 
me.

“This person worked at 
McDonald’s, but they did 
everything they could to 
be the best they could 
at that position and they 
learned something from 
it. And that’s the person 
I’d hire.”

In the end, Vigil said, 
it’s the “small things,” of-
ten seen as insignificant, 
that “build you into the 
person you want to be.”

The partnership’s 
purpose, according to 

Mary Hammer, local 
executive director of 
Junior Achievement, “is 
increasing performance 
and work ethic in those 
middle and high school-
ers who may be falling 
behind — to teach them 

what skills are needed, 
what employers are look-
ing for and how not to 
make mistakes now.

“Pave the path, do the 
reverse mapping. If you 
want to be a carpenter, 
pay attention to your 

math lessons now.”
To cap the undertak-

ing, Centennial educator 
Holly Smith asked the 
students to jot down 
their reflections from the 
day spent at the center.

“One of the many 

things I learned is to 
have confidence in your-
self during a job inter-
view,” wrote Shaynee 
Cruz. “If you’re not confi-
dent, your interviewer 
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Durren McKesson, 16 (right), makes use of a virtual car experience as classmate Connor Hinshaw, 17, looks on during a 
visit to the AT&T call center in a Junior Achievement partnership effort that took place Nov. 16.
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RETIREMENT

Show me  
the money
Pueblo bookkeeper to 
call it quits next week

Fabiola Gurule has 
been “taking care of 
money” for more than 
60 years.

Gurule, known to 
most people as “Viola,” 
started working when 
she was only 13 years 
old, and on Dec. 2 she 
will retire at 77.

“It’s time,” Gurule 
said as she reflected 
on her nearly 60-year 
career as a bookkeeper. 
“I’ve been blessed to 
have had the chance to 
work for two great fam-
ilies in Pueblo, but my 
kids want me to retire. I 
think I do, too.

“I don’t want to think 
anymore. Look at all 
that stuff I still have to 
do before next week,” 
Gurule said with a 
laugh as she pointed to 
two stacks of folders on 
a shelf in front of her 
desk at Schusters’ Print-
ing Inc., where she has 
worked as a bookkeeper 

for the past 33 years.
Before Schusters’ she 

worked for close to 30 
years as a bookkeeper 
at Alamo Drug store in 
Bessemer.

“I was blessed with 
two good bosses,” she 
said.

In 1952, Gurule got a 
job working the floor at 
Alamo. After graduat-
ing from Central High 
School, she was trained 
as the popular store’s 
bookkeeper.

“Their bookkeeper 
was going to retire. 
She was going to have 
a baby. Pete Aguilera 
asked me to take over,” 
Gurule said.

“I had taken book-
keeping courses in 
school. I tried it out, 
and the accountant 
they had helped me 
learn even more. He 
taught me a lot about 
bookkeeping. He was so 
nice.”

Gurule also took 
night courses in ac-
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Viola Gurule, 77, will retire Dec. 2 after a nearly a 60-
year career as a bookkeeper at Schusters’ Printing Inc. 
and the former Alamo Drug store.
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LIGHT HER UP
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Alejandro Pineda (left) and Joe Arreola use a lift to get high into a tree in front of the Gorsich 
Advanced Technology Center at Pueblo Community College on Tuesday afternoon. The pair were 
installing Christmas lighting in trees across the campus.


