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PUEBLO ZOO

Popular red 
panda dies

Damien, a 10-year-
old red panda that was 
popular with Pueblo 
Zoo visitors and staff, 
died from cancer on 
Monday.

Abbie Krause, the 
zoo’s executive direc-
tor, said the panda had 
a tumor that wasn’t 

found until after the 
animal’s death.

“Damien was a favor-
ite with our staff and 
was well-known to visi-
tors, so it was very sad 
to lose him this week,” 
said Krause.

She said red pandas 
usually live about eight 
years in the wild but 
longer in zoos.

proper@chieftain.com
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Damien, a 10-year-old red panda at the Pueblo Zoo, died 
from cancer on Monday.

San Isabel Elec-
tric Association Inc., 
conducted a planned 
power outage Friday 
night, beginning at 
9 p.m. and ending at 
midnight, three hours 
ahead of schedule.

This essential line 
maintenance will keep 
the city of Walsenburg 
receiving safe, reliable 
power, according to a 
SIEA news release.

A planned outage 
was necessary to safely 
work on the lines and 
many preparations 
were made to notify the 
people of Walsenburg 
and ensure they felt 
safe, as temperatures 
were cold and the work 
was done at night.

Completing this es-
sential maintenance en-
sures the reliability of 
this radial feed circuit 

and facilitates plans for 
major improvements 
over the next three 
years.

Cognizant of the 
inconvenience and 
disruption an outage 
can cause to members, 
a planned outage is 
preferred as opposed 
to an unplanned event. 
The SIEA team used 
several additional com-
munication methods to 
ensure members were 
informed: individual 
mail, newspaper, radio, 
social media, website 
updates and automated 
calls went out to the 
community. A detailed 
outage map and tips 
for preparing for the 
period without power 
were released as SIEA 

staff fielded calls from 
concerned members.

The community was 
concerned about the 
cold conditions and 
length of the outage, 
which was estimated 
at a maximum length 
of six hours. San Isabel 
line crews used the 
three weeks of notice 
time to prepare for the 
outage. This prepara-
tion and planning prior 
to the outage is just 
one reason SIEA could 
complete the work 
quicker than the maxi-
mum six hours. 

SIEA Chief Oper-
ating Officer Darryl 
Stewart said, “I want to 
thank the linemen who 
worked in the cold to 
complete this project. I 
am proud of their skill, 
work ethic and dedica-
tion that made this out-
age run so smoothly.”

city@chieftain.com
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Planned night power 
outage runs smoothly
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2016 has been a 
long, tough year. For 
Christmas, The Pueblo 
Chieftain would like to 
highlight those of you 
whose lives have im-
proved — healthwise, 
financially, educationally 
or personally — through 
your own efforts.

Please contact Peter 
Strescino, 404-2773, if 
you would like to tell 
our readership about 
your hard-attained 2016 
successes. You will need 
to be photographed for 
these stories.

pstress@chieftain.com

IMPROVEMENT

Did you 
have a 
good year?
The Chieftain 
wants to tell its 
readers about it
THE PUEBLO CHIEFTAIN 

LOCAL BRIEFS
 Flags lowered to 
half-staff today

Gov. John Hickenloop-
er ordered flags lowered 
to half-staff on all public 
buildings statewide today 
in honor of National 
Pearl Harbor Remem-
brance Day, and as 
proclaimed by President 
Barack Obama. 

Committee
seeks applicants

The Board of Pueblo 

County Commissioners 
is seeking qualified can-
didates to serve on the 
Pueblo County Housing 
Advisory Committee.

Applications will be 
accepted through 5 p.m. 
Dec. 19.

For more informa-
tion, access the county’s 
website at county.pueblo.
org/ and select Boards & 
Commissions. To apply, 
click on Upcoming Term 
Expirations to access the 
online application.

Three vehicles were re-
ported stolen in different 
areas of Pueblo Monday, 
adding to the already re-
cord tally of vehicles that 
have been stolen in town 
this year.

A 2015 tan GMC Sierra 
valued at approximately 
$35,000 was stolen from 
a North Side neighbor-
hood on the 3100 block of 
Cheyenne Avenue around 
7 a.m.

In the Sunset Park area, 
a 1997 tan Ford F-150 was 
stolen from the 1000 
block of Oxford Street.

The vehicle was parked 
in the parking lot of an 
apartment complex about 
10:30 p.m. on Sunday and 
was gone by 7 a.m. Mon-
day by the time the victim 
woke up.

The Ford is worth about 
$3,000.

Finally, a 2001 black 
Chevrolet Blazer was 
stolen from an apartment 
parking lot on the 4700 
block of Eagleridge Circle 
Monday sometime be-
tween 6:30 and 6:45 a.m. 
when the vehicle owner 
went back into his apart-
ment to let the car warm 
up after he started it.

There is no suspect 
information in any of the 
auto thefts.

Police have entered “be 
on the lookout” bulletins 
for the vehicles.

Arrests
Brittany Jean Flores, 29, 

of the 2600 block of Lyn-
wood Lane, was arrested 
Sunday on suspicion of 
unlawful possession of a 
controlled substance. She 
was being held at Pueblo 
County jail without bail 
pending a court appear-
ance.

Robert James Martinez, 
20, of the 900 block of 
South Harmony Lane in 

Pueblo West, was arrested 
Sunday on suspicion of 
unlawful possession of 
a controlled substance. 
He was being held at jail 
without bail pending a 
court appearance.

Joshua Christopher 
Otero, 31, of the 0-100 
block of Apollo Lane, 
was arrested Monday on 
suspicion of unlawful 
possession of a controlled 
substance. He was being 
held at jail without bail 
pending a court appear-
ance.

Janessa Tenaya Rodri-
guez, 23, of the 2000 block 
of Jerry Murphy Road, 
was arrested Monday on 
suspicion of possession 
of a schedule I substance, 
unlawful possession of a 
controlled substance and 
second-degree assault. 
She was being held at jail 
without bail pending a 
court appearance.

Michael Steven Romero, 
41, of the 1000 block of 
Elm Street, was arrested 
Monday on a warrant for 
second-degree burglary. 
He was being held at jail 
without bail pending a 
court appearance.

Atlanta Mariah Trujillo, 
22, of the 2300 block of 
West 18th Street, was ar-
rested Monday on a war-
rant for second-degree 
burglary. She was being 
held at jail without bail 
pending a court appear-
ance.

Jeffrey Leonard Velas-
quez, 48, of the 800 block 
of Euclid Avenue, was 
arrested Monday on 
suspicion of possession of 
a schedule II controlled 
substance. He was being 
held at jail without bail 
pending a court appear-
ance.

ryans@chieftain.com

CRIME BEAT

BY RYAN SEVERANCE
THE PUEBLO CHIEFTAIN

3 vehicles stolen 
on Monday

Pueblo Crime Stoppers, 
542-STOP. Remember, your 
call is anonymous.

tum,” Herraez said.
The district has con-

tracted with Summit 
Education Group to help 
run the program and 
show students the field 
of coding.

Anne Maldonado, 
vice president of Sum-
mit’s business services, 
said 524,000 jobs in the 
United States a year are 
computer science driven.

“Only 14,000 students 
who graduate in the U.S. 
go on to those 524,000 
jobs, so it is a huge need,” 
Maldonado said.

“We are pushing ensur-
ing that students across 
the U.S. are getting 
involved in computer sci-
ence because by the year 

2020, that will double.”
Maldonado said the 

state of Colorado is one 
of only 14 states that al-
lows computer science 
credit in high School.

“Those students typi-
cally go on to college and 
earn a job in computer 
science. With technol-
ogy right now the trend 
is computer science jobs 
across the country,” she 
said.

“Right now the student 
in elementary school 
is more advanced in 
technology than any of 
us were 20 years ago. In 
order to keep up in edu-
cation, you’ve got to be 
focused on technology.”
anthonym@chieftain.com

is Christmas.
“If we don’t have 

something they won’t 
have a lot for Christmas. 
Maybe they will have a 
little something, but not 
much. Parents count on 
us,” Cline said.

“The goal is to make 
sure the kids have at 
least three wishes.”

Cline said those who 
have benefited from the 
program have come back 
to help this year.

She said on Monday, 
a mother of a child who 
received gifts from the 
program brought in $100 
to go toward purchas-

ing gifts for children this 
year.

“That’s what makes 
a difference. She told 
us that we were always 
there to help her and that 
she now wanted to pay 
it forward,” Cline said, 
fighting tears.

“To me that is amaz-
ing.”

The Salvation Army 
will distribute gifts Dec. 
21-23 at 401 S. Prairie 
Ave., the future home of 
the organization. 

“We have a lot of 
volunteers that help do 
that,” Cline said.
anthonym@chieftain.com
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Russ Davis
Gary Ply

Richard Corey
Steve Latka
Ronnie Vigil

Rebecca Boyle
Robert Bland
Chris Frazier

  

  Here’s what actual 

subscribers are saying:

“It is such a blessing to have 
Alberto Prieto as my carrier” 

                                   - Marie Gebbie

“I am very impressed with the 
customer service provided by 
Eric Westfall. He’s always on 
time and never misses me.” 

                -  Thomas Thielemeir

We appreciate everything 
that Roger Myrtle does for 
us.” 

- Ethel Campagnola

“Our carrier, Cathy Munoz, 
has a heart of gold. Our 
special requests are never 
forgotten, and we feel we 
have a friend that looks over 
us and truly cares about her 
customers and customer 
service.” 

- Deb & Bill Ward

“Gerald Quenzer is prompt 
and courteous.” 

  - Grace Woodward

Stacie McCarthy is 
consistently on time. I can 
always count on her.” 

- Lorett a Koon

Sandy Cardenas (3 routes),

Danny Gallegos (3),

Joe Dipietro (3),

Mike Graham (3),

Patrick McCarty (3),

David Armijo (2),

Mary Herrera (2),

Lori Kuhlman (2),

Hope & Jim Martinez (2),

Dave Mena (2),

Charles Mettler (2),

Bill Pratt (2),

Laurabelle Watkins &
Jimmy Garcia (2),

Janelle & Robert Yarberry (2),

Jeanette Ayala,

Sandra Barringer,

Clint Bean,

Antonio Black,

Dave Bowen,

Sally Brown,

Rolanda Bryan,

Tammy Buckley,

Jana Cowan,

Brian Crespo,

Tom Decesaro,

Janice Denoyer,

Mark Fillis,

Dean Frink,

Amber Garcia,

John Gerhard,

Greg Gorkowski,

Fain Hendrix,

Leann Hoxie,

Rosemary & Alonzo Jiron,

Ronald Kimbrel,

Willie Lanz,

George Lave,

Aaron Lusk,

Sandra & Charles Lefebre,

Lucia Marquez

Ken McDowell,

James McLean,

Beverly & Richard Morris,

Cathy Munoz,

Delores & Joe Munoz,

Roger Myrtle,

Bonita Medina,

Tim Pankey,

Alberto Prieto,

Curtis Radford,

Joy & John Rael,

Valerie Rodke,

Edward Roley,

Brittany Ruiz,

Frank Salazar,

Abbie Sanchez,

David Sandoval,

Henry Santistevan Jr.,

Kent Schmidt,

Clifton Stroup,

William Swanson,

Maryann Thiebaut,

Deanna & Rick Torres,

Norma & Charles Vowles,

Nancy Walker. 


