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Local News

It was, quite noticeably, 
the only time in Pueblo 
District Court Judge David 

Crockenberg’s many years 
on the bench that he smiled 
warmly throughout an entire 
court proceeding.

On this day, and for the first 
time in his career, the veteran 
judge presided over the final-
ization of seven adoptions in 
conjunction with National 
Adoption Day, celebrated 
Friday in the Dennis Maes 

Pueblo Judicial Building.
In a courtroom more akin 

to heartbreak than happiness, 
the seven children, ranging 
in age from 1 ½ to 5 years old, 
were formally bestowed with 
the greatest gift of all, that of 
a family’s love.

“Every child should have 
the opportunity for a safe, 
loving and permanent home,” 
Crockenberg said. “Hopefully, 
more individuals like these 
present here today will con-
sider adoption.”

Facilitated through the 

Sunset Elementary sees the guiding light

We have two ears so 
we can listen twice as 
much as we speak.

Sounds simple enough.
Students at Sunset Park 

Elementary School used 
that statement to explain 
one of the “7 Habit Prin-
ciples.”

The school’s admin-
istrators and teachers 
hosted a fun-filled and 
lively assembly Friday to 

demonstrate the leader-
ship and life skills that 
their students have been 
learning through The 
Leader in Me program.

Sunset Principal John 
Hull explained that the 
program teaches lead-
ership and life skills 
to students, while also 
creating a culture of 
empowerment. It is com-
posed of seven different 
habits designed to teach 
students leadership.

During the assembly, 

staff and students at the 
elementary school were 
able to showcase just 
how the seven habits 
have made an impact on 
the students.

State Sen. Leroy Gar-
cia, D-Pueblo, and local 
businessman and philan-
thropist Dave Feamster 
spoke at the event.

Feamster, a former 

hockey player, talked 
about the “fifth habit,” 
which is: “Seek first to 
understand, then be 
understood.” He told the 
calm 450 students to nev-
er give up, and he shared 
a story about how he was 
cut from the first hockey 
team he played for.

“I didn’t make the team 
because I wasn’t good 
enough. I was probably 
the worst guy on the ice. 
But you know what? The 
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Garcia, Feamster champion Leader in Me program
BY ANTHONY A. MESTAS
THE PUEBLO CHIEFTAIN
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Josiah Jiron, a second-grade student at Sunset Park 
Elementary School, helps hold a sign on stage Friday 
during a Leader in Me school program. SEE SUNSET, 9A

More on the web 
CHIEFTAIN.COM/ 
NEWS/EDUCATION

Testimony 
from DNA 
analyst is 
presented

Jurors in the Anthony 
Sena trial on Friday morn-
ing heard from an expert 
DNA analyst with the 
Colorado Bureau of In-
vestigation, who testified 
about items related to the 
case that were sent in for 
analysis.

Sena, 29, is charged with 
first-degree murder in the 
death of Susan Hernandez, 
77, his grandmother.

Stefanie Trahey, who 
worked as a forensic scien-
tist for the CBI at the time 
of the investigation before 
being promoted, said 48 
items related to the inves-
tigation were received for 
analysis.

One of those items was 
scrapings taken from Her-
nandez’s fingernails on her 
left hand during an autopsy.

Trahey testified that 
the partial Y-STR profile 
developed from the finger-
nail scrapings matched the 
Y-STR profile of Anthony 
Sena and his brother Devin 
Sena, 23. She said that all of 
their paternal male rela-
tives are not excluded as 
potential contributors to 
the sample, meaning that 
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MURDER TRIAL

CBI addresses victim’s 
fingernail scrapings 

Anthony Sena

BY JON POMPIA
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NATIONAL ADOPTION DAY

Seven children given formal gift of love
Fifty youngsters usually are 
adopted in Pueblo each year
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Gabriel Baca, 6, hugs his new mother Virginia Baca during the National Adoption Day observance in Pueblo District Court on Friday.

Ramona Trejo (right) holds her new daughter Izabella Trejo, 
22 months, during the annual court proceeding that promotes 
awareness of children who need permanent homes.SEE GIFT, 9A SEE TRIAL, 8A

Four veterans graduate from treatment court

A Pueblo courtroom 
turned into a place of 
celebration Friday after-
noon as the 10th Judicial 
District Veterans Treat-
ment Court graduated the 
first four individuals to 
successfully complete the 
intensive treatment and 
monitoring program.

The Veterans Treat-
ment Court program, 
which District Attorney 
Jeff Chostner was in-
strumental in getting 
launched, is one of 
several in Colorado. It’s 
designed to serve as an 
alternative to incarcera-
tion for eligible military 
veterans in the criminal 
justice system who need 
treatment for substance 

abuse or disorders, such 
as traumatic brain injury 
or post-traumatic stress 
disorder, which compli-
cate their compliance 
with general probation or 
incarceration, according 
to the Colorado Judicial 
Department. 

Participants in the 
voluntary program agree 
to actively engage in 
treatment and counsel-
ing, make frequent court 
appearances and are 
intensely supervised.

Eligible military veter-
ans with trauma spec-

trum disorders and/or 
substance abuse issues 
may be diverted to the 
Veterans Treatment Court 
based on decisions made 
by a team that includes 
personnel from the 10th 
Judicial District Court 
and Probation Depart-
ment, prosecutors, public 

defenders, local law en-
forcement and treatment 
professionals.

Pueblo District Court 
Judge David Crockenberg 
presides over the Vet-
erans Treatment Court 
docket.

The four graduates, 
whose full names were 

not provided, were 
praised for the hard work 
they put in throughout 
the program.

Numerous individuals 
who worked with the 
graduates, including those 
from the local public de-
fender and district attor-
ney offices, told them all 
how proud they were for 
their accomplishments.

Maralina Schoenfelder, 
of the Pueblo public 
defender’s office, thanked 
Chostner for implement-
ing the program and 

JUDICIAL SYSTEM

It was the alternative 
program’s first graduation
BY RYAN SEVERANCE
THE PUEBLO CHIEFTAIN

SEE VETS, 8A

The four graduates, whose full names were not 
provided, were praised for the hard work they put in 
throughout the program.


