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coach said something to 
me. He said, ‘Dave, it’s 
all right that you didn’t 
make the team, you 
are just learning how 
to play. The key is not 
giving up,’ ” Feamster 
said.

“All of the sudden 
something in my brain 
and my heart went off, 
saying I understand 
that I am not there 
yet, but if I work hard, 
things will open up 
for me. Opportunities 
will come my way if 
you just keep working 
hard.”

Garcia spoke about 
the “third habit,” which 
is to put first things 
first.

The lawmaker and 
former U.S. Marine 
asked students what 
was most important to 
them. He told students 
to put others first and 
also to put homework 
first. 

“Ask yourself 
throughout the day 
if you are leading by 
example in your school 
life and at home,” Gar-
cia said.

Hull, who has been 
principal at Sunset for 
13 years, said the two 
speakers fit well in 
demonstrating leader-
ship skills.
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efforts of Pueblo County 
Department of Social 
Services caseworkers — 
who, along with adop-
tive parents, presented 
testimony before the 
court — the adoptions 
simply formalized famil-
ial bonds that began, in 
some instances, from the 
child’s birth.

As each witness took 
the stand, the story that 
emerged remained con-
sistent: removed from 
unstable, unhealthy and 
often dangerous circum-
stances, the youngsters 
are now thriving, grow-
ing, learning and happy 
in a warm and secure 
home.

The group of young-
sters adopted Friday 
included three immac-
ulately dressed siblings, 
two girls and a boy, the 
grandchildren of adop-
tive parents Katherine 
and Leroy Sewell of 
Peyton. 

Martin and Ramona 
Trejo welcomed pret-
ty-as-a-picture little 
Izabella into their family 
of five children; while 
in the Montour-Trujillo 
home, handsome En-
rique will join a family 
that includes three foster 
children.

Although his grasp of 
the English language was 
limited, Felipe Martinez, 
together with his wife 
adopting bright-eyed Ju-
lian, demonstrated from 
the stand that he un-
derstands what matters 
most.

“Do you love Julian?” 
asked an adoption attor-
ney.

“Yes, I love him a lot.”
“And does Julian love 

you?”
“The same.”
In the home of retired 

steelworker Richard 
Baca and his wife Vir-
ginia, handsome Gabriel 
will join his three sisters, 
adopted earlier by the 
Bacas.

Having already raised 
two children of their 
own, the Bacas now 
find themselves back 
in a familiar role, albeit 
decades later.

“These kids come 
from a very unstable 
situation,” Richard Baca 
explained. “Unfortu-
nately, like so many in 
Pueblo do, their parents 
got involved in the drug 
scene.

“So we stepped in and 
took the children into 
a more stable, loving 
home.”

At 71 and dealing with 
health problems, Richard 
Baca knows that while 
love may be on his side, 
time isn’t.

“So whatever time I 
have left, I want to ded-
icate to these children. 
But at this age, it’s very 
hard. The boy is very 
athletic and he wants to 
play ball, play catch.

“I just can’t run any-
more. And when we 
play catch, my hands 
are full of arthritis, so it 
hurts like hell. I need to 
find me someone who’s 
young and willing to 
work with kids to help 
me out.”

Through the past 11 
months, 35 children 
have been adopted, said 
Amanda Ledbetter, adop-
tion supervisor for social 
services. At present, two 
children are up for adop-
tion with as many as six 
others being potential 
candidates. 

On the average, Led-
better said 50 children 
are adopted in Pueblo 
County each year.

On the eve of his 
retirement, Crockenberg 
said the National Adop-
tion Day ceremony will 
serve as a lasting and 
pleasant memory.

“It’s a little different 
from what we normally 
deal with,” he said. “And 
I don’t allow the little 
ones to run around and 
make noise. I usually tell 
them to get out.

“But not today . . . to-
day’s the exception.”

jpompia@chieftain.com

Sunset received a grant 
from the Leader in Me 
program through Panda 
Express restaurant, to 
initiate goals and to in-
troduce the 7 Habits into 
the classroom. With that, 
the school has become a 
Leader in Me school.

There are close to 
3,000 Leader in Me 
schools worldwide. 
Sunset is the only school 
in Pueblo that is in the 
program. 

“We started working 
on the grant last fall and 
received the grant in the 
spring,” Hull said.

Staff at Sunset partic-
ipated in four days of 
professional develop-
ment seminars over the 
summer to learn how to 
teach the habits and to 
create a culture of lead-
ership in the building.

“The staff did this en-
tirely on their own time. 

It’s ongoing, as we still 
have more to complete,” 
Hull said. “We have 
taught the habits in the 
classroom and now we 
are in the second phase, 
which is starting to 

apply them and release 
leadership roles to our 
students.

“It’s been, so far, exact-
ly what we have hoped 
for.”

Friday was set aside to 

celebrate the program 
and to give students a 
chance to showcase what 
they have learned. Each 
grade level — through 
song or skit — demon-
strated each of the habits. 
They danced, laughed 
and even saw Garcia and 
Feamster bust out some 
dance moves.

“Today was a celebra-
tion that we received the 
grant, and we wanted a 
chance to showcase that 
this is not just a subject 
in school that you learn,” 
Hull said. “This is what 
leaders do. This is what 
productive citizens do 
every day.

“We would appreciate 
any community support 
and we invite any of our 
community to come in 
and share their greatness 
with us. We are calling 
all leaders.”
anthonym@chieftain.com
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Dave Feamster (left) talks to Sunset Park Elementary 
students, staff and parents during the leadership rally 
that was part of Friday’s program. State Sen. Leroy Garcia 
(seated to the left) also was a main speaker at the rally.

FINANCING AVAILABLE

Your Choice
$44

Accent Chair 
Stocked in Gray,

Fern Green, Yellow or Tangerine
(4D-BF04G, 4D-BF04FG, 4D-BF04Y, 4D-BF04TN)

$147
REGULAR PRICE $319

32"
720p
60Hz

LED HDTV
UN32J4000

Versailles HDTV Stand with Mount*
(PR041) 41w x 54h x 21d

$98

16  x 16  
Canvas
Giclée
(124-0110387)
IN STORE

36  x 24  
Canvas Giclée

(124-A4610564) 
IN STORE

$58

22” Kids Wood 
Rocking Chair

Stocked in 
Pink and White

(1A1-808P, 1A1-808W)

Your Choice
$21

$15

Sofa $260 (L-266S)
Stocked in Burgundy, Chocolate, Ebony and Dune
Loveseat $ $258

$260
Your

Choice

Bonded Leather Sofa $290 (0AA-233S)
Loveseat $ $268
Full Sleeper $448 

$290
Bonded 
Leather

$490
Top-Grain
Leather

Walnut Top-Grain Leather Sofa $490 (1B-7019S)
Loveseat $ $ $114 

Jewell Upholstered
Full Size Bed $98 (Z-9053-FBED)
Queen Size Bed $128
Includes Headboard Footboard and Rails
(Mattress and comforter set not included)

$98
Upholstered 
Full Size Bed

5-Piece Counter Height Dining Set $98 (HS-211) 
Includes 46” Table and 4 Saddle Style Stools 
(Sold in Sets Only)

5-Piece
Dining Set
$98


