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Young gives students writing tips and motivation

Nationally acclaimed author 
visits Belmont 
Elementary School

Author and poet, Judy Young, known 
for such children’s books as, “Tuki and 
Moka, A Tale of Two Tamarins” 
and “Digger and Daisy Go to 
the Zoo,” spent most of the day 
recently at Belmont Elementary 
School sharing her tips for 
good writing and motivating 
kids to work hard.

“Read with your eyes and 
ears,” suggested Young to a 
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by Superintendent
Maggie Lopez, Ph.D.

Thanks to our families 
and community for your 
continued support and 
involvement in our schools! 
You are making a difference 
for our students!

“Strike a Pose”

Corwin 7th grader wins Spelling Bee;  
spells “vogue” for title

orwin International Magnet School 7th grader, Patrice McGivney, became the most 
recent winner of Pueblo City Schools’ District Spelling Bee, spelling the word “vogue” to 
win the championship.  McGivney defeated 32 other finalists at the Risley International 
Academy of Innovation Cafetorium in front of a large crowd of participants, families, 

teachers and principals.
The 38th annual event was sponsored by Black Hills Energy.
“It rocked,” said Shaynee Jesik, of the event.  Jesik, who organized the Spelling Bee, 

praised many for their help, “My thanks to Risley principal Charlotte Macaluso and her staff 
for going all out to welcome everyone.  The support from all involved helped make it the 
hugely successful event that it was.”

McGivney outlasted Zachary Randall of Bessemer Academy (2nd) and Angel Flores of 
Heaton Middle School (3rd) to capture the title.

The event was hosted by KKTV 11 News anchor, Dianne Derby, who also was the Bee’s 
pronouncer.  Serving as judges were Pueblo County 
Sheriff, Kirk Taylor, Little Caesar’s Pizza’s Dave Feamster 
and Black Hills Energy VP, Christopher Burke.

McGivney, Randall and Flores will join 
seven other Pueblo finalists in Denver for 
the 74th annual Denver Post Colorado State 
Spelling Bee on March 8.

Judy 
Young

Patrice 
McGivney
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District 

Schools 

Improve in 

Mathcounts 

Competition

Three schools have 

top 10 marks

Noted Author Addresses Central Chicano Studies Class
Irene Blea tells students to find what they’re good at and make it their passion 

8th Grade Parent

Nights Produce Large Crowds

 High Schools put best foot forward, entice students with 

great opportunities 

Ripped from the headlines

group of 5th grade students at Belmont.  “Then, when 
you write, don’t give up.  You’ll get stuck every once in 
a while, but go back and think.  Fill-up your brain, then 
write again.”

Young has won several national awards and honors including the 2012 
Paterson Prize Honor Book for “A Pet for Miss Wright,” 2011 National Parenting 

Publications Award Gold 
Winner and the 2011 
Society of School Librarians 
International Honor Award for 
“A Book for Black-Eyed Susan” 
and 2008 Mom’s Choice Gold 
Award for “R is for Rhyme, A 
Poetry Alphabet.”

“Judy’s rapport with the 
kids was immediate,” said 
Belmont principal, Stephanie 
Smith.  “Our students really 
appreciated her message 
and learned a lot from her 
instruction, especially as it 
applies to poetry.  They are 
excited to put it to use!”

A 20-year veteran of 
education, Young  has 
first-hand experience with 
improving students’ writing 
skills and her presentations 
and workshops are directly 
related to school curriculum.

“…when you 
write, don’t give 
up.” – Author Judy Young

Author Judy Young shares writing tips with students.

High School Musicals Grace the Stage
The Wizard of Oz and Little Shop of Horrors among the 

performances

Heaton Wins Local National Academic League CompetitionTeam qualifies for NAL’s “Sweet 16” at the national level

Science 
Fair 
Turnout 
Significant
Young 

scientists 

showcase all 

the right stuff
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Thanks for your service!
Gallegos retires 
after five 
decades of 
supporting kids

A special thank you to Hilda Gallegos for 
her commitment to Pueblo City Schools!  After 

nearly 44 years 
at Central 
High School 
and 53 years 
in education, 
Hilda is retiring.  
Gallegos plans 
to volunteer 
with Central 
students and 
help them with 
that next stage 
in their lives.

“We 
appreciate all 
her many years 
of service,” said 

Superintendent, Dr. Maggie Lopez.  “We wish 
her well and know she will enjoy retirement.”

CSU-Pueblo’s teacher education student 
group recently collected over 1,000 books 
that were donated to students at Minnequa 
Elementary School.  The books were provided 
through community donations and were 
given to Minnequa students to call their 
very own.  “This was a magical experience,” 
said Kelly Gonzalez, an education student 
at CSU-Pueblo.  “The child(ren) will always 
remember this experience and that will be 
something special for them when they open 
up that book and look at it.”

to Minnequa students

CSU-Pueblo Junior Morgan James distributes books to  
Minnequa Elementary students

Testing Schedule
TCAP TesTing Period
March 3 – March 21, 2014

• • • • •
ColorAdo MeAsures

of ACAdeMiC suCCess (CMAs):
science & social studies

Grade 5 &  8 Science
Grade 4 & 7 Social Studies
April 14 – May 2, 2014

• • • • •
CoAlt: science & social studies

(Grade 5 &  8 Science  Grade 4 & 7 Social Studies)
April 14 – May 2, 2014

• • • • •
Co ACT

 April 23, 2014: Regular Date
 May 7, 2014: Make Up Date

 April 23 – May 7, 2014:
Accommodations

11th Grade Alternate
April 1 – April 21, 2014

 Students may not test outside of these dates 
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Dates
to remember

spring Break
No School

March 24–28

Like us on

Follow us
on

Twitter

facebook®

www.facebook.com/PCSD60

www.twitter.com/PCSD60

www.pueblocityschools.us

@PCSD60

Sunday, June 8  • Coors Field
– More information to follow –

vs.

Please give to the 
Nest of Needs

A current list
can be found at:

www.pueblocityschools.us/vips/
nest-of-needs 

Volunteers in
Pueblo’s
Schools

(VIPS)

TM

SAVE
the DATE! !

Student publication shines at Heroes
“Golden Eagle” newspaper a 
great program for students, 
community

by Maureen Seals

(Editor’s note: Ms. Seals is the sponsor of the “Golden Eagle” newspaper at 
Heroes K-8 Academy through the school’s 21st Century Learning Center grant)

The Golden Eagle newspaper is currently in production of our third 
school newspaper.  The student publication has been publishing since 
October, 2013.  

The Golden Eagle has had a few columns such as the advice column.  We 
have our two editors: the Managing Editor, Veronika Marmalejo and our 

Editor-in-Chief, Alex Gray.  Our journalists 
are coming up with great 

articles every month.  
We have had people 
from The Pueblo Chieftain 
come in and give 
students a little insight 
into the business. We 
also advertise, conduct 
research, acknowledge 
students for academic 
performance, entertain 
readers with a comic strip, 
lead investigative reporting, 
and our interns help with all 
of these tasks.

Each student-staff 
member applied for her/his position, interviewed 

for the position, and must maintain the terms of the contract: 
professional development hours, maintain a certain GPA, have good 
attendance, and display positive behavior in school.

www.facebook.com/PCSD60
www.twitter.com/PCSD60
www.pueblocityschools.us

