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The road to success is under construction
Centennial program 
creates significant career 
opportunities for students

ike Palumbo is quite comfortable on the football field as head coach 
of the Centennial Bulldogs and maybe even more so in his classroom.  
However, his classroom is far different from most teacher’s...more 
noise.  A lot more noise.  

Palumbo is the teacher of Centennial’s Construction Technology 
program, comprised of four different classes teaching students of all grades 
the art and science of building things.  He’s been doing this since 2007 and 
truly loves what he does.  “I feel like I hit the lottery,” said Palumbo.

Centennial students are involved in Construction Technology I, II and II, and then “Project Design” once they’ve 
completed the prerequisite classes.  Demand for the classes - from boys and girls alike - has been so strong that kids have 
to be turned away.  “Very unfortunate and a tough thing to do,” said Palumbo of limiting the program’s capacity.

Career opportunities in construction have never been better, according to Palumbo.  “Contractors are in a panic 
because there’s not a large enough labor force.  We’ve skipped nearly two 

Cooking up a storm
ProStart has the right recipe

There are just enough cooks in the kitchen at Central High School, if 
you were to ask Nancy Cornell.  Cornell is the teacher of Central’s ProStart 
program, which provides cooking skills to roughly 90 Wildcat students.

The program, which serves primarily juniors 
and seniors, was the brainchild 

of the late Jim 
Manzanares, former 

Central principal, 
and Tom Rose, 
who is now 

part of Pueblo 
Community 
College’s well-
known culinary 
arts program.  

This is year 
12 for 

ProStart 

please see 
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continued 
on page 2

please see CONSTRUCTION continued on page 2

by Superintendent
Maggie Lopez, Ph.D.

It’s graduation time!  
Congratulations to all our 
seniors and their families on 
your accomplishments!  I’m 
very proud of you and wish 
you only the best of luck in 
your future.

2008 Habitat for Humanity project.

Students practice their 
cooking skills in class.
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“From building sheds to lots of odd 
jobs around the school (trophy cases, 
remodeling the weight room, wrestling 
room and lower media room), our 
students get plenty of experience.”– Mike Palumbo,

Construction Technology program teacher

Congressman Scott Tipton 
presents Congressional Tribute to 
state basketball champs at East!

The text of the tribute that was submitted to the Congressional Record follows:
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor the Pueblo East High School boys basketball team and their 
coach, Dave Ryder. In their third time in the state finals, the Pueblo East Eagles claimed their first 
Class 4A state basketball title. This was Coach Ryder’s final year with the Eagles after teaching 
for 29 years and 10 years as head coach.

After an exciting and challenging game, the Eagles production in the half court helped them 
beat Denver South 58 to 51. In a thrilling back and forth between these two teams, Pueblo East’s 
defense made the difference, allowing their opponent to only score two points in the final 2:41 
of the game.

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate the Pueblo East boys basketball team and their extraordinary coach, 
Dave Ryder.  Under Coach Ryder’s expert guidance, the team captured their first boys’ basketball 
championship in 
school history, and 
built a base that I 
have no doubt will 
win many more 
state titles 
to continue 
their legacy of 
success.

Congressman Scott 
Tipton with the East 
High School boys 4A 
state championship 
basketball team.

CONSTRUCTION…continued from page 1

generations of getting new people into the business and now the opportunities are huge, especially with the 
technology knowledge these kids possess,” added Palumbo.  “These students can pretty much write their own ticket.”

One such student is Carson Burand.  Burand is a senior in the program and has taken all four levels of Palumbo’s 
classes.  Couple that with six AP classes in the last two years and you get a very bright young man headed to California 

Polytechnic State University with plans on becoming a civil 
engineer or possibly a construction manager.

“I’ve been building things with my dad since I was a kid,” said 
Burand.  “Our Construction Technology classes have taught me a 
lot of skills, plus it’s a nice hands-on break from AP Calculus and 
AP Economics.”

Palumbo’s team of future contractors has worked closely with 
Habitat for Humanity and NeighborWorks over the years.  
From remodeling to new home construction, Palumbo says his 
students have been involved from the “first shovel of dirt to the 
last piece of trim.”

The difficult economy has somewhat slowed the work being 
done in the community by his students, but Palumbo says his kids stay very busy.

“From building sheds to lots of odd jobs around the school (trophy cases, remodeling the weight room, wrestling 
room and lower media room), our students get plenty of experience.  And I’ll put their quality of work up against 
anybody.”



PUEBLO CITY SCHOOLS  april 2014……on the move……3

CLIMB
Dorcy Cancer 
Center at St. 
Mary-Corwin 

program provides 
support for children

As we all know, children’s lives include moments 
of bravery.  That’s why CLIMB (Children’s Lives Include 
Moments of Bravery) was formed.  CLIMB is a special 
support program developed by the Children’s Treehouse 
Foundation, a non-profit foundation dedicated to the 
emotional support of children who have parents with 
cancer.  

For the first time, CLIMB has been offered in Pueblo 
at the Dorcy Cancer Center at St. Mary- Corwin Medical 
Center.  The program offers six weekly, 90-minute group 
meetings, where conversation and art are used to help 
children identify and appropriately express complex 
feelings related to their parent’s health challenges.

Rocky Mountain Cancer Centers provide support of 
the program, which is free of charge.  If you’d like more 

information, 
contact Brenda 
Galassini at 
(719) 557-4548.
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Dorcy Cancer Center
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and year seven under Cornell’s direction.
There are currently three ProStart classes at Central 

(one at East High School) and students can earn a workplace-ready certificate by successfully completing the course.  
“I love the class and the life skills we learn,” said junior Savina Granillo.  “Desserts, entrees, breakfasts...Mrs. Cornell 

has taught us so much and she’s very helpful,” noted Granillo who hopes to someday be a 
pediatrician.

“The kids respond very well to the 
class,” said Cornell.  “We blend a lot of 
math and science into what we do 
here, so it’s not just about cooking.”

The ProStart program has catered 
many school events and their food 
has drawn rave reviews.

“I love their food,” noted Central 
assistant principal, Destin Mehess.  “It’s very good and the 
students truly enjoy what they’re doing.”

Students will be required to complete a three-course 
meal for their final exam this semester, including an 
appetizer, entree and dessert.

“We hope to offer a second-level class next year,” 
added Cornell.

Nancy Cornell  working with her students in the 
ProStart program at Central High School.

“I love the class 
and the life skills 
we learn.”– Savina Granillo,

ProStart student
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Scholarship recipients
(this is a partial list of major scholarships recently awarded 
to Pueblo City Schools students)

SOUTH HIGH SCHOOL
Jared Russell, Boettcher Scholarship , Hurliman 

Scholarship
Isaiah Palacio, Kane Scholarship
Mitchell Rodrigues, Daniels Scholarship
Ben Roth, Daniels Scholarship
Anthony Vigil Marginez, Boettcher Scholarship

EAST HIGH SCHOOL
Hannah Allen, Daniels Scholarship

Daniel Martinez, Daniels Scholarship
Kelsey Laughlin, Daniels Scholarship

CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL
Julian Gutierrez, Kane Scholarship

CENTENNIAL HIGH SCHOOL
Julia Sumouske, Daniels Scholarship
Holly Ketterman, Boettcher 
Scholarship

Thais Magallon, Kane Scholarship

30th Annual

2014 
Colorado 
Teacher 
Awards
Ronda S. Gettel
Media/Library Technology Teacher - 
Highland Park Elementary School

(Nominated by Jane Christine Furman 
and Paul G. Zschokke)

Vivian L. Jesik
Kindergarten Teacher - Highland 
Park Elementary School

(Nominated by Denise A. Berens and 
Judith A. Chandler)

Emiteria Solano
Third and Fourth Grades Teacher - 
Irving Elementary School

(Nominated by Suzan Selle and Sally 
Ashton)

The Colorado Teacher Awards 
was founded by Charles W. Lerch 
in 1956 to recognize excellence 
in teaching as a tribute to all 
teachers and to provide a means 
by which the business community 
and general public can honor 
outstanding teachers.

A 3:30 p.m. reception will be 
held Tuesday, May 6 in the 
Administrative Services Center to 
honor the recipients.

Miles the Mascot 
visits Pueblo once 
again!

Denver Broncos mascot, 
Miles, does some stretching 
exercises outside the 
Heritage Elementary 
School gymnasium 
in preparation of the 
school’s Fuel Up To Play 
60 assembly.  The same 
assembly was provided 
at Belmont Elementary 
School.  Our thanks to the 
Denver Broncos and the 
Western Dairy Association 
for bringing Miles to our 
schools.
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Heroes K-8 

Academy Math 

Club Attains 

Gold Level 

Status
One of just 28 

schools across nation 

to be recognized by 

MathCounts

Baca, Fountain and Highland Park Teams Participate at State 
Destination Imagination
Awesome Imaginators of Highland Park finish 2nd and head to global competition

Congratulations

Fountain International Magnet School!

School earns $2,500 grant for the Colorado Active Learning Project

Ripped from the headlines

Nine from Pueblo Academy of Arts to Attend DC ConferenceSummer event the premiere arts integration conference 
in the nation

Central’s Kyle Cordova Recognized at State Drama Competition
Wildcat senior places 5th in Poetry Interpretation

South Park 

Elementary 

Teacher 
receives 

PACE grant
Lynne Brunjak 

awarded $500 

for use in 

classroom

OUT OF AFRICA
Minnequa media specialist 
travels long 
and far for 
“Laptops to 
Lesotho”

Kathy Plath, media specialist 
at Minnequa Elementary School, 
recently returned from a trip 
to Lesotho, Africa.  While there, 

Plath worked with students on a project known as “Laptops to Lesotho.”  
Students at Minnequa Elementary made 200 rubber band bracelets that 
Plath took with her to Africa and presented them to students at Kokobe 
Elementary School.  Fifth grade students at Minnequa now have pen pals 
at Kokobe and they are corresponding with their new found African friends.

Fotocats 
Year Five

Just a sample of students’ photography from Carlile 
Elementary School.  Ten students learn the art of photography from The Pueblo Chieftain’s Bryan 

Kelsen.  The students’ photographs are then auctioned off to the community to generate support for a family in 
need.  Over $1,700 was raised in this year’s auction and Fotocats has now generated over $6,000 in its five years of 
supporting families and teaching kids photography.

Students working on laptops at Kokobe Elementary in 
Lesotho, Africa.

Kathy Plath hands out bracelets to a group of students at Kokobe 
Elementary in Lesotho, Africa.
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DAtes
to remember

Superintendent Search
Public Forum
Tuesday, May 6

6:30 p.m.
Administrative Services Center

Arapahoe Room

• • • • •

High School Graduation
Colorado State Fair

Southwest Motors Event Center

South High School
Friday, May 23 • 7:00 p.m.

East High School
Saturday, May 24 • 8:00 a.m.

Centennial High School
Saturday, May 24 • 12:30 p.m.

Central High School
Saturday, May 24 • 5:00 p.m.

• • • • •

Board of Education
Meeting

May 27

Like us on

Follow us on

Twitter

facebook®
www.facebook.com/PCSD60

www.twitter.com/PCSD60

www.pueblocityschools.us

@PCSD60Please give to the 
Nest of Needs
A current list can be found at:
www.pueblocityschools.us/vips/

nest-of-needs 

Volunteers in
Pueblo’s

Schools
(VIPS)

Pueblo City Schools D60 Education Foundation, Inc.

Colorado Rockies vs. LA Dodgers

Sunday, June 8, 2014 • 2:10 p.m.
In appreciation of Pueblo City Schools’ support this season, the Colorado Rockies and the Pueblo City 
Schools D60 Education Foundation, Inc. would like to invite all students, family members, employees and 
volunteers to come and enjoy an exciting game at Coors Field. A portion of each ticket sold will benefit the 
foundation’s work in Pueblo City Schools. This is a great opportunity to enjoy a game at Coors Field while 
supporting your local community.

DISCOUNTED TICKETS
$20 TICKETS - LOWER/MID LEVEL  (Face value up to $35)

$14 TICKETS - UPPER LEVEL  (Face value up to $24)

Contact Reuben Donnelly at reuben.donnelly@rockies.com with any questions.

www.rockies.com/PUEBLO Promo Code: PUEBLO

Order tickets online:

vs.

TM

APPRECIATION DAY

www.facebook.com/PCSD60
www.twitter.com/PCSD60
www.pueblocityschools.us
www.pueblocityschools.us/vips/nest-of-needs
www.pueblocityschools.us/vips/nest-of-needs
http://www.rockies.com/PUEBLO

