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Dear Parents/Guardians: 
 
The New York State Education Department has notified our school that we are one of 840 newly 
designated School(s) in Need of Improvement in New York State.  Like the overwhelming majority of 
our fellow schools, this designation is the result of our scores on the English Language Arts (ELA) 
assessments in the Learning Disabled subgroup for the past two years.   
 
As required by the federal No Child Left Behind law, each school must make Adequate Yearly 
Progress not only for the total student population, but also subgroups of the total student population.  
Although we continue to make Adequate Yearly Progress for the total student population, we have not 
met the target numbers for students with disabilities on the ELA assessments. 
 
In anticipation of this designation, the school has already started the required actions.  First, the school 
has created a School Quality Review team which is working with a Special Education School 
Improvement Specialist to review our programs for students with disabilities.   
 
Second, we have initiated contact with over 70 Supplemental Education Service (SES) providers. 
Federal regulations require that the school use Title funding to provide SES to students who qualify for 
free or reduced lunch.  Contracted SES providers will offer tutoring services to qualifying students 
outside of the normal school day.  It is our hope that we will have SES services starting in December. 
 
Despite concerns with the volume of New York State schools which are now newly designated as 
Schools in Improvement, we are committed to taking every step possible to remove our school from 
this list.  Over the next few weeks, more information will be sent to parents regarding Supplemental 
Education Services.  It is our hope that parents of qualifying students will make use of this powerful 
opportunity. 
 
Thank you, 
 
 
 
Jamie Cruikshank 
 
 
 

  


