
Mr. Flynn’s Summer Reading List 
 
As part of the New York State curriculum students in English Language Arts are 
recommended to read 25 books or more during a calendar year.  This includes all types of 
books such as, textbooks, non-fiction books and articles, as well as fiction for leisure 
reading. 
 
In order to provide students with an opportunity to accomplish this goal over the summer, 
I recommend reading at least two books from the attached reading list.  However, please 
do not see that as a limit, as the more a student reads the better.   
 
Non-Fiction 
 
Into the Wild (John Krakauer): Tells the story of Chris McCandless, a twenty-four-year-old who walked into the 
Alaskan wilderness on an idealistic journey and was found dead of starvation nearly four months later. 
 
 
The Wall:  Growing Up Behind the Iron Curtain (Peter Sis): Artist Sis Peter describes what it was like 
growing up in a Communist country and discusses how Western culture influenced his life. 
 
Leonardo’s Shadow: Or, My Astonishing Life as Leonardo Da Vinci’s Servant (Christopher Perter 
Grey): Fifteen-year-old Giacomo, servant to Leonardo da Vinci, helps his procrastinating master finish painting, "The 
Last Supper," while also trying to find clues to his parentage and pursue his own career as an artist in late fifteenth-
century Milan. 
 
Marley & Me (John Grogan): 
The author presents a tender story of his family's love for their yellow Labrador retriever, Marley, and recalls how he 
grew from a mischievous puppy into a nearly impossible adult that no amount of obedience school training could 
correct, and of the love they felt for him. 
 
Guys Write for Guys Read (Jon Scieszka):  Contains a collection of short stories, drawings, poems, and memoirs 
from well-known writers of "guy" fiction, written by boys, for boys. Includes pieces by Daniel Pinkwater, Neil 
Gaiman, Will Hobbs, Stephen King, Gary Paulsen, among other. 
 
The Dangerous Book for Boys (Hal Iggulden):  A collection of entertainments geared toward boys, containing 
accounts of famous battles, William Shakespeare quotations, games, and instructions for activities such as building a 
go-cart, cutting flint heads, making an electromagnet, and folding the "greatest paper airplane in the world. 
 
The Daring Book for Girls (Andrea J. Buchanan):  Provides information on various topics and instructions for 
several activities, covering women spies, the Bill of Rights, friendship bracelets, paper airplanes, cartwheels, games, 
changing a tire, and others. 
 
Fiction 
 
Kira-Kira (Cynthia Kadohata):   
Chronicles the close friendship between two Japanese-American sisters growing up in rural Georgia during the late 
1950s and early 1960s, and the despair when one sister becomes terminally ill.   
 
Stormbreaker (Anthony Horowitz):  After the death of the uncle who had been his guardian, fourteen-year-old 
Alex Rider is coerced to continue his uncle's dangerous work for Britain's intelligence agency, MI6. 
 
Memoirs of a Teenage Amnesiac (Gabrielle Zevin):  After a nasty fall, Naomi realizes that she has no memory 
of the last four years and finds herself reassessing every aspect of her life. 
 
Sleeping Freshmen Never Lie (David Lubar):  While navigating his first year of high school and awaiting the 
birth of his new baby brother, Scott loses old friends and gains some unlikely new ones as he hones his skills as a 
writer. 
 
Invention of Hugo Cabret (Brian Selznick):  While navigating his first year of high school and awaiting the 
birth of his new baby brother, Scott loses old friends and gains some unlikely new ones as he hones his skills as a 
writer. 
 



Wringer (Jerry Spinelli):  As Palmer comes of age, he must either accept the violence of being a wringer at his 
town's annual Pigeon Day or find the courage to oppose it. 
 
 
Historical Fiction 
 
Chains (Laurie Halse Anderson): After being sold to a cruel couple in New York City, a slave named Isabel spies for the 
rebels during the Revolutionary War. 
 
Postcards from No Man’s Land (Aidan Chambers): Alternates between two stories--contemporarily, 
seventeen-year-old Jacob visits a daunting Amsterdam at the request of his English grandmother--and historically, 
nineteen-year-old Geertrui relates her experience of British soldiers’ attempts to liberate Holland from its German 
occupation 
 
The Fifth of March (Ann  Rinaldi): Fourteen-year-old Rachel Marsh, an indentured servant in the Boston 
household of John and Abigail Adams, is caught up in the colonists' unrest that eventually escalates into the massacre 
of March 5, 1770. 
 
Fallen Angels (Walter Dean Myers): Seventeen-year-old Richie Perry, just out of his Harlem high school, enlists 
in the Army in the summer of 1967 and spends a devastating year on active duty in Vietnam. 
 
National Treasure: Book of Secrets (Ann Lloyd): Benjamin Franklin Gates, a man in a long line of treasure 
hunters and protectors of American artifacts, encounters a stranger who tells him one of Gates's code-breaking 
ancestors may be connected to Abraham Lincoln's assassination and finds himself on a quest to find a very important 
diary. 
 
I am Rembrandt’s Daughter (Lynn Cullen):  In Amsterdam in the mid-1600s, Cornelia's life as the illegitimate 
child of renowned painter Rembrandt is marked by plague, poverty, and despair at ever earning her father's love, until 
she sees hope for a better future in the eyes of a wealthy suitor. 
 
The Astonishing Life of Octavian Nothing, Traitor to the Nation: The Pox Party  (M.T. Anderson):  
Various diaries, letters, and other manuscripts chronicle the experiences of Octavian, a young African American, from 
birth to age sixteen, as he is brought up as part of a science experiment in the years leading up to and during the 
Revolutionary War. 
 
Year of the Hangman (Gary L. Blackwood): In 1777, having been kidnapped and taken forcibly from England 
to the American colonies, fifteen-year-old Creighton becomes part of developments in the political unrest there that 
may spell defeat for the patriots and change the course of history. 
 
Science Fiction/Fantasy 
 
Life of Pi (Yann Martel): Pi Patel, having spent an idyllic childhood in Pondicherry, India, as the son of a 
zookeeper, sets off with his family at the age of sixteen to start anew in Canada, but his life takes a marvelous turn 
when their ship sinks in the Pacific, leaving him adrift on a raft with a 450-pound Bengal tiger for company.  
 
The Golden Compass (Philip Pullman) : Accompanied by her daemon, Lyra Belacqua sets out to prevent her 
best friend and other kidnapped children from becoming the subject of gruesome experiments in the Far North.  
 
 
The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe (C.S. Lewis):  Four English school children find their way through 
the back of a wardrobe into the magic land of Narnia and assist Aslan, the golden lion, to triumph over the White Witch 
who has cursed the land with eternal winter.   
 
Book of a Thousand Days (Shannon Hale): Fifteen-year-old Dashti, sworn to obey her sixteen-year-old 
mistress, the Lady Saren, shares Saren's years of punishment locked in a tower, then brings her safely to the lands of 
her true love, where both must hide who they are as they work as kitchen maids. 
 
Un Lun Dun (China Mieville): Twelve-year-old Zanna and her friend Deeba discover an entrance to a strange 
world where they encounter killer giraffes, animated umbrellas, ghost children, and flying double-decker buses. 
 
The Secret Hour (Scott Westerfield): Upon moving to Bixby, Oklahoma, fifteen-year-old Jessica Day learns that 
she is one of a group of people who have special abilities that help them fight ancient creatures living in an hour hidden 
at midnight; creatures that seem determined to destroy Jess. 
 
Truesight (David Stahler, Jr.): In a distant frontier world, thirteen-year-old Jacob is uncertain of his future in a 
community that considers blindness a virtue and "Seers" as aberrations. 



 
The War of the Worlds (H.G. Wells):  As life on Mars becomes impossible, Martians and their terrifying 
machines invade the earth. 
 
20,000 Leagues Under the Sea (Jules Verne): Nineteenth-century science fiction tale in which a French 
professor and his companions, trapped aboard a fantastic submarine with a mad sea captain, come face to face with 
exotic ocean creatures and strange sights hidden from the world above. 
 
Life as We Knew It (Susan Pfeffer): Through journal entries sixteen-year-old Miranda describes her family's 
struggle to survive after a meteor hits the moon, causing worldwide tsunamis, earthquakes, and volcanic eruptions. 
 
Harry Potter series (J.K. Rowling) 
 
Lord of the Rings Trilogy (J.R.R. Tolkien) 
 
 
Poetry 
 
Stop Pretending: What Happened When My Big Sister Went Crazy (Sonya Sones):  A younger sister 
has a difficult time adjusting to life after her older sister has a mental breakdown. 
 
Tough Boy Sonatas (Curtis L. Crisler):  A collection of nearly forty poems that explores the struggles and joys 
of poor African-American boys in Gary, Indiana, reflecting the difficult circumstances they face. 
 
Multigenre 
 
Monster (Walter Dean Myers):  While on trial as an accomplice to a murder, sixteen-year-old Steve Harmon 
records his experiences in prison and in the courtroom in the form of a film script as he tries to come to terms with the 
course his life has taken. 
 
Spanking Shakespeare (Jake Wizner):  Shakespeare Shapiro has always hated his name and has always gotten 
teased about it all the way through school; however, he may get his revenge through his memoirs, a school project, that 
has chronicled every detail of his life. 
 
Book descriptions are from Follett Library Resources <www.flr.follett.com>. 
 
**The titles included on this list are recommendations and not meant to limit what the 
student reads.  Additionally, as in all books, parents should research the book and be 
comfortable with the topics and material before the student reads the novel.** 


