
Dear AAK Families: 

The first weeks of school have been filled with excitement!  Students are learning new routines, expec-

tations, and approaches to learning as they settle into their new classes.    

It was wonderful to see everyone at Open House on September 11th.  Communication between 

school and home is critical during middle school years.  Teacher-Parent communication and collabora-

tion has a powerful impact on student success, and it is vital that we work together to ensure our chil-

dren are prepared to meet the demands of an ever-changing world.  

If you ever have a question or concern regarding the well-being of your child, please contact me 

(mbennett@potsdam.k12.ny.us) or your child’s teacher.  Call, email, or stop in for a visit—parent-

teacher conferences can always be arranged to discuss how we can collaborate to help your child be 

successful.  You can also monitor your child’s attendance, discipline, missing assignments, and grades 

through the SchoolTool Parent Portal which can be accessed from the Potsdam Central website 

(www.potsdam.k12.ny.us).  If you haven’t registered to use the Parent Portal, please call the office at 

265-2000 (ext. 513) to sign up.   

Middle school students experience an incredible amount of growth and have many opportunities for 

great accomplishments and success throughout their years at AAK.  I am proud to be part of your 

child’s educational journey and look forward to collaborating with you! 

Sincerely, 

Mark Bennett  

 

 

 

Welcome Back! 

 A.A. Kingston Middle School 

September 2014 Newsletter 

U P C O M I N G  

E V E N T S :  

 September 19—Early 

Dismissal (10:30 am) 

Staff Development 

 September 22—PCS 

Booster Club Meeting 

at 6:00 pm (PHS Li-

brary) 

 September 23—Board 

of Education Meeting at 

6:30 pm (PHS cafeteria) 

 October 3—End of first 

5 weeks 

 October 10—Interim 

Reports mailed 

 October 13—Columbus 

Day (No School) 

Designated as a New 

York State Essential 

Elements: School-to-

Watch Model School in 

2009 and                    

re-designated in 2012 

for commitment 

to academic excellence,           

developmental        

responsiveness, social 

equity, and             

organizational structure. 

Join us for the AAK Lip Sync Competition! 

Thursday, September 25th 

7:00 pm 

AAK Cafeteria 

http://www.potsdam.k12.ny.us


 

New Staff at AAK! 

 
 

New York State Assessment Results 

In the spring of 2014, students at AAK and across New York State took assessments in English Language Arts and mathematics which 

were aligned to the Common Core Learning Standards.  31.4% of grade 3-8 students in New York State met or exceeded the ELA profi-

ciency standard; 35.8% met or exceeded the math proficiency standard.  The percentage of students proficient at AAK are shown in 

the charts below. 

NYS ELA Exam Results 2013-14 (% Students at Proficiency) 

 

*( )—Regional rank  

  Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 

PCS 34 (1) 37 (2) 37 (3) 51 (1) 

NYS 30 29 30 36 

Region 17.6 22.1 23.1 29.8 

NYS Math Exam Results 2013-14 (% Students at Proficiency) 

 

  Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 

PCS 43 (2) 43 (2) 22 (8) 41 (1) 

NYS 40 36 33 23 

Region 21.3 24.4 22.5 19.1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A.A.Kingston Middle School wants to welcome new staff members: Mar-

sha Evans (Special Ed. Teacher); Ashley Chevier (Fifth Grade Teacher); 

Natalie Lucas (7th Grade ELA Teacer); Thomas Sawyer (Special Ed. Teach-

er); Kristin Towne (Art Teacher); Tawnya Silver (Teacher's Aide); Tisha 

White (Guidance Counselor); and Nanette Holt (AIS Provider).  

 

 

School is back in session and 

the AAK  fifth graders are starting 

out with several new experiences! 

Remembering their locker combi-

nations (getting those locks to co-

operate) is one of the first challeng-

es of their day. Pictured below is 

Sam Farns. 



Student Dress Code 

The following shall be deemed unacceptable on school 

grounds, school buses and at school functions.  

Inappropriate attire includes, but is not limited to:  

 Shirts which expose cleavage, undergarments, or 

midriffs. 

 Spaghetti or thin strap tank-tops.  

 Shirts which are open-backed. 

 Shirts which expose arm-pit hair. 

 Clothing that is too revealing including fabric that is 

“see through.” 

 Shorts and skirts which are too tight or too short, 

allowing for potential exposure.   

 Shorts, skirts, or pants which allow for 

undergarments to be visible. 

 Clothing that distracts. 

 Clothing and jewelry that presents a hazard (ex. 

Sandals in technology class). 

 Clothing and jewelry bearing vulgar, profane, or 

drug or alcohol related messages. 

The Potsdam Central School District places an 

emphasis on student achievement.  Students may be 

required to modify their appearance by replacing, 

covering and or removing the offending clothing. 

AAK appreciates the support of our families. 

Attention 6th Grade parents! 

  

Proof of the Tdap vaccination is past due to Mrs. Foote, 

AAK Nurse. This immunization is a booster required by 

the State of New York for all students enrolled in 6th 

grade. 

 

If you have not submitted this information to Mrs. Foote, 

please do so as soon as possible. She can be reached at 265

-2000 ext. 517, if there are any questions. 

 

Mentoring Program Fundraiser 

As a way to raise funds for our middle school mentoring program, we are collecting box tops.  We would greatly          

appreciate your help!  In the past, the funds that we have earned from collecting boxtops have helped to provide a snack 

for our students and have provided us with the opportunity to take field trips that we might not be able to take without 

the support. Please send in your boxtops with your child or drop them off at the A.A. Kingston Middle School main office 

and place them in Mrs. Tiernan’s mailbox.  We will be collecting them throughout the school year. 

Let’s get ready for Drama Club!  This popular activity will occur on       

Monday's and Wednesday's from 2:05-3:05 beginning September 15th.      

Interested students should report to the LGIR after school. 

InterAct Club (Grades 6-8) 

Builders Club (Grades 5-6) 

Yearbook (Grades 6-8) 

Lego Robotics (Grades 5-6) 

Technology Club (Grade 8) 

Chess Club 

Show Choir 

Jazz Band 

Student Council 

Math Counts 

Lip Sync 

Intramurals 

Get Involved AAKers! 



From the 5th Grade Team:  
 
The fifth graders seem to be settling in quite nicely.  Kids are doing very well with their new lock-
ers and are adjusting well to the new schedule of the middle school.  We are spending some addi-
tional time working on how to stay organized to help us have a successful year.  All students have 
experienced the "crash course" on how to use the student agenda properly.  With help from par-
ents and teachers, students will be able to use this tool efficiently.  
 

From the 6th Grade Team:  

 
The Sixth Grade Team would like to thank everyone for attending open house last night.  It was 
wonderful having a chance to get acquainted.  Please remember to take a look at our Sixth Grade 
Website.  Anytime you have a question please don’t hesitate to ask.   We are looking forward to a 
great school year.    
 

From the 7th Grade Team:  

 
A.A.K. Team 7 would like to start off the school year by introducing ourselves to you! My name  
is Randy Burlingame, and I have taught Grade 7 Social Studies for the last 24 years. I am a North 
Country native and live in Raymondville with my wife Lisa, a Kindergarten teacher at Massena 
Central School. I look forward to teaching your children about America’s early history, and I hope 
your child develops a passion for the subject as well.  
 
My name is Mrs. Trudy Knowlden. I am teaching math to your 7th  grade students, and I am sin-
cerely looking forward to the year ahead. It’s always exciting getting to know the new group of 
students and then spending the year learning with them and building math skills and life skills 
that they can carry with them throughout their lives. My hope is that each student in 7th grade 
looks forward to coming to school each day and amidst all of the organizing, learning and home-
work, is able to find some enjoyment in my classroom along with the classrooms of my team-
mates. As always, be sure to remind your students to “Show All Work”!  
 
My name is Lisa Dunkelberg, and I teach Grade 7 Science and Accelerated Science. I live in Gou-
verneur with my husband, three children, and my dog Daisy! In Science 7 students are currently 
working on lab safety posters and “What is Science?” notes. 7A students had their first quiz of the 
year and will be doing their first dissection next week on a sheep’s eye. Also, I am a co-teacher of 
the CSI Forensics and Health Adventure class. In this class, students have been introduced to the 
concepts of crime scene basics which include documenting and sketching a crime scene as well as 
casting shoeprints.  
 
My name is Heather Cowen-Wilson, I’ve taught health in our district for eleven years. I have over 
25 years’ experience teaching health and really enjoy working with students. My husband Chris 
and I have two children who attend A.A.K. In my spare time I’m a volunteer Advanced Emergency 
Medical Technician with Potsdam Rescue and a youth soccer coach. When summer arrives you may find me on a beach, in a 
boat or watching my children's soccer games. In winter I’m an avid snowmobiler. You may catch me on my Ski-Doo around the 
Sevey’s Corner and Cranberry Lake area. 
 
Hello Potsdam Parents! My name is Natalie Lucas, and it's been a great week spending time getting to know all of your stu-
dents! So far we've been preparing for the year by working on some Literary Element Review, and I've really enjoyed observ-
ing all of the skills and energy that your students have brought into my ELA classroom this year. I can't wait to continue work-
ing with them, and am looking forward to spending more time with them throughout this school year! 
 

From the 8th Grade Team: 

The 8th graders are off to a good start in their last year at AAK, and they have adjusted nicely to their full schedules.  They are 
also quickly realizing that managing their time and meeting homework due dates will be critical to their success.  Please en-
courage your child to study notes and class information nightly.  In addition, they should make use of agendas and the 8th 
grade homework page when needed.  The homework page can be accessed via the school's website.  

KEYS TO SUCCESS 

You can set your middle grader 

up for success this school year 

with some basic points.  Suggest 

that he or she try to follow this 

checklist, and you’ll help them get 

off on the right foot: 

 I attend school every day 

unless I’m sick, and I get 

there on time. 

 I get 8-10 hours of sleep each 

night. 

 I eat a healthy breakfast in the 

morning. 

 I pay attention in class. 

 I write down my assignments 

for each subject. 

 I start my projects when I get 

them. 

 I complete my homework on 

time. 



 

From the Physical Education Department:   
 

We are very excited to jump into a new year of Physical Education! Students are expected to come 
prepared to P.E. which includes changing into athletic clothing and sneakers for all grades 5-8. 
Students will be graded on their preparedness, participation, projects and knowledge relating to 
sport, health and exercise. Throughout the year, we have a variety of units planned for the stu-
dents. Ranging from team sports to lifetime activities, we hope to cover something for everyone 
to enjoy! We start the year off with Project Adventure where the students focus on respect, com-
munication, problem solving and team-work. These skills, not only can be used in real-life situa-
tions but were also used to compete in a variety of games or to complete the multiple challenges 
they face throughout the class. We're looking forward to a great year and hope our students are 
too ! 

 

From Mrs. Towne (Art): 

 
Mrs. Towne will be hosting the first open studio day for 5th-8th grade on October 15th.  It will 
start at 2:10 and end at 3.  We will be painting a fall themed still life.  If you would like to come 
please sign up outside of Mrs. Towne's door.   
 

AAK Library News 

 
We ended the last school year in the library with the 6th grade class project on invasive species. 
The new school year is beginning with the 5th grades visiting for library orientation/scavenger 
hunt and the 6th grade classes coming in for their first book exchange. Also, the library has a new 
assistant, Mrs. Dawn Rottier. 2014-15 will be another very busy year for us!   
 

Intramural Hiking 

 
Hiking intramurals are up and running!  Hiking is being offered as part of the 

A.A.K. Intramural Program.  Any student interested in participating will 

need to get an information sheet located in the sixth grade hallway.  All 

participants need to turn in the signed permission slip for hiking.  Students 

also need to wear appropriate shoes or sneakers.  Hopefully, the weather 

will be wonderful the day of the hike.  If it is not, the hike will be cancelled 

for that day.    

 

 Sept. 23—Hog’s Back Trail 

 Sept. 25—Parishville Beach 

 Sept. 30—Stone Valley Dam Trail 

  

 

Interact Club 

Attention students in grades 6-8:  The AAK InterAct Club will hold an interest meeting in Ms. 

Brouwer’s room (484) after school on Thursday, September 18th.  Partnered with the Potsdam 

Rotary Club, the InterAct Club is a youth service organization which carries out projects in the 

local community and builds a wider awareness of our global community. 

 
 
 

Two Sculptors 
 

I dreamed I saw a studio 
And watched two sculptors 

there. 
The clay they used was a 

child’s mind 
And they fashioned it with 

care. 
 

One was a teacher-the tools 
she used 

Were books, music, and art. 
The other; a parent, worked 

with a guiding hand, 
And a gentle, loving heart. 

 
Day after day, the teacher 

toiled with a touch 
That was careful, deft, and 

sure, 
While the parent labored by 

her side 
And polished and smoothed it 

o’er. 
 

And when at last, their task 
was done, 

They were proud of what 
they had wrought. 

For the things they had mold-
ed into the child 

Could neither be sold or 
bought. 

 
And each agreed they would 

have failed 
If either had worked alone. 
For behind the parent stood 

the school 
And behind the teacher, the 

home. 
 

                                                      



Visit our website: www.potsdam.k12.ny.us  and click on “Middle School” 

KEEP UP-TO-DATE! 

Daily Announcements 
Academic Intervention Services Information 

Common Core State Learning Standards Resources 
Calendar of Events 

Faculty Listing and email addresses 
Guidance Information 

Homework Calendars & Assignments 
Library Information 

Cafeteria Menu 
Health Services Information 

Newsletters 
Parent Resources 

Photo Gallery 
Principal's Corner 

School Tool 
Sport Practice Schedules 

Student Handbook 
Students of the Block 

Supply Lists 
Teacher & Grade Level Webpages 

From the Main Office: 

 

School Day 

Students are to be in homeroom by 7:30 am, seated, and ready for class.  Students will be dismissed at 2:05 pm.  Students staying after for 

detention, extra help, conferences, or extracurricular activities will be dismissed at 3:05 pm.  Teachers responsible for students from 2:05-

3:05 will issue bus passes for the 3:10 bus run.  Students not under the supervision of a teacher or administrator from 2:05-3:05 must leave 

the building and school grounds at dismissal.   

Pick-up and Drop-off areas 

When transporting your child to or from school, please park on the north side or west side of the building.  Please do not park in the traffic 

circle directly in front of A.A.K.  This will impede arrival and dismissal and cause you to be blocked by buses.  

Transportation Changes/Requests 

When a child needs to ride a bus to a location other than the usual place, the student must provide a written note signed by the parent/

guardian indicating such change. The note must be brought to the Main Office first thing in the morning so that a Bus Pass can be issued. 

Absences, Tardies, and Leaving Early 

Students arriving at school after the 7:30 a.m. homeroom bell are considered tardy and must report to the Main Office to sign in. The sec-

ond time a student is tardy the student will receive a warning. The third time tardy, and each time thereafter, one night of after school de-

tention will be assigned. 

When a student leaves the school for any reason, he or she must be signed out by the parent/guardian at the main office. This is necessary 

for the purposes of attendance for the child but also is necessary for emergency purposes. 

If a student is absent from school, the parent/guardian should telephone the school nurse, Mrs. Foote, at 265-2000, ext. 517 to explain the 

absence. Upon their return, it is required that they present a written and signed excuse for each absence indicating the reason for absence. 
 

https://sites.google.com/a/potsdam.k12.ny.us/home/a-a-kingston-middle-school/accounements
https://sites.google.com/a/potsdam.k12.ny.us/a-a-kingston-middle-school-ais/
http://www.engageny.org/
https://sites.google.com/a/potsdam.k12.ny.us/home/a-a-kingston-middle-school/aakcalendar
https://sites.google.com/a/potsdam.k12.ny.us/aakguidance/
https://sites.google.com/
http://pcm.sllboces.org/bin/search/beginner
https://sites.google.com/a/potsdam.k12.ny.us/home/at-a-glance/cafeteria-menu
https://sites.google.com/a/potsdam.k12.ny.us/home/a-a-kingston-middle-school/parent-information
https://sites.google.com/a/potsdam.k12.ny.us/home/a-a-kingston-middle-school/principal-s-corner
https://schooltool.neric.org/
https://docs.google.com/a/potsdam.k12.ny.us/file/d/0B2WVR_gP9b4XRi1xVHI5eWJtcUU/edit
https://sites.google.com/a/potsdam.k12.ny.us/home/a-a-kingston-middle-school/student-handbook
https://sites.google.com/a/potsdam.k12.ny.us/home/a-a-kingston-middle-school/teacher-s-pages

