
Dear AAK Families: 

 

It is hard to believe that the first seven weeks of the school year have come and gone.  With 

the change of seasons, our students have settled into their daily routine, and many have be-

come involved in athletic and extracurricular activities.   

 

In just a little over two weeks, the first quarter will be at end.  On November 13th, AAK will 

dismiss at 10:30 am for Parent-Teacher Conferences.  5th grade teachers will be contacting 

parents in the near future to arrange for individual conferences.  6th, 7th, and 8th grade 

teachers will be available to conference with parents in the gymnasium from 12:00 pm—2:00 

pm and 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm.  Effective and regular communication between home and school 

is essential to your child’s success.  I hope to see you there! 

 

Please remember that you can monitor your child’s attendance, discipline, missing assign-

ments, and grades through the SchoolTool Parent Portal which can be accessed from the 

Potsdam Central website (www.potsdam.k12.ny.us).  If you haven’t registered to use the Par-

ent Portal, please call the office at 265-2000 (ext. 513) to sign up. 

 

If you ever have a question or concern regarding the well-being of your child, please contact 

me or your child’s teacher.  Call, email, or stop in for a visit; parent-teacher/team confer-

ences can always be arranged to discuss how we can collaborate to help your child be suc-

cessful.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

Mark Bennett  

 

Autumn Has Arrived! 

 A.A. Kingston Middle School 

October 2014 Newsletter 

U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S :  

 October 23—AAK Picture 

Re-Take Day 

 October 28—Board of 

Education Meeting (6:30 

pm in PHS Café) 

 October 30—School 

Merger “Straw Poll” Vote 

(9 am-9pm) 

 October 31—Halloween 

 November 7—End of   1st 

Quarter 

 November 10—Staff 

Development Day (No 

School) 

 November 11—Veterans 

Day (No School) 

 November 13-Early Dis-

missal & Report Card 

Night 

Designated as a New 

York State Essential 

Elements: School-to-

Watch Model School in 

2009 and                    

re-designated in 2012 

for commitment 

to academic excellence,           

developmental        

responsiveness, social 

equity, and             

organizational structure. 

Halloween Guidelines 

At AAK, we appreciate everyone’s support in providing a positive and safe environment for our children on Halloween. The following 

are guidelines for students who are planning to wear costumes during school on Halloween. This will be shared with students during 

homeroom.  

1. Students must use hair spray at home. Applying hair color and spray will not be permitted after students arrive at school.  

2. If students wear hats, they must be part of the costume and they must not be so large as to distract students sitting behind them.  

3. Costumes must be appropriate for school and must not be a distraction or inhibit movement. Costumes and makeup that include 

open wounds are not permitted.  

4. Masks or parts of the costume that cover the face are not permitted.  

5. No weapons of any kind are permitted in school even if they are part of the costume. This includes but is not limited to toy guns, 

swords, knives, etc.  

We would also like to remind everyone that candy is generally not permitted to be consumed during school.                                        

As always, we appreciate your support. 

http://www.potsdam.k12.ny.us


 

Students in Mrs. Dunkelberg’s 7th grade Science 

Class  have learning about plant and animal 

cells. Pictured above are Leo Lufkin and Daniela 

Pena with their projects which show the cell 

organelles. 

 
 
A. A. Kingston Middle School students have the 

opportunity to go hiking as part of the middle 

school's fall intramural program held after 

school. Helen Mace is the intramural coordina-

tor with approximately forty-five students par-

ticipating in the program. Each hike will take 

place on an easy to moderate terrain with 

spectacular views of the Raquette River. This 

hike took place at Stone Valley Trail in Colton.  

 
 
 

 
 

 John Aviste from Edge on Science out 

of Black River, New York, visited the 

Seventh Grade on October 7th to ex-

plain and demonstrate how a lunar 

eclipse works. 

We had a great turn out for AAK Lip Snyc 2014!  5th through 8th grade stu-

dents put on a wonderful show for a packed audience.  Congratulations to 

Jacques Kuno & Caroline Bergan (1st Place), Julianna Skufca (2nd Place),  

Brittany Martin, Daniela Pena, Gabi Jones, and Anilee Akin (3rd Place), and 

Katelyn Davis and Jessica Blanchard (Audience Favorite).   

Thanks to all who participated! 
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On September 25th -28th TAUNY (Traditional Arts in 

Upstate New York) held a student art exhibit and 

competition as part of the Remington Arts Festival 

Celebration in Canton, NY.  

 AAK was well represented at the exhibit by sixth 

graders Hayden Ashley, Shawna Cummings, Elliot 

Donnelly, Savannah Walker and seventh graders 

Sierra Cummings and Sylvain Foisy, with Sylvain 

bringing home first prize for his origami dragon!  

 

 

 

 
Fall officially arrives at AAK Mid-
dle School when the rockets are 
launched! Mr. Brad Filiatrault's 
eighth grade technology classes begin each school year 
with the building and launching of individually made rock-
ets. The project requires students to build all parts of their 
rocket, rather than use ready-to-assemble kits. The tech-
nology program emphasizes hands on learning while stud-
ying math, science, and technology. Summer Pivetta 
launches her rocket while classmates wait for their turn.  

 

Sixth-grade students in Mrs. Saber’s social studies classes enjoyed working cooperatively to recreate museum mod-

els of the Iceman. This project was incorporated into a unit of study about the beginnings of human society. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In CSI, AAK Students have had the opportunity to have 

hands on learning experiences with making and identifying 

footprint molds, animal tracking, identifying licenses 

etc.  Recently, U.S. Customs and Border Protection Officer 

Chris Cowen presented on forged documents.  

 

 

 



 

From the 5th Grade Team:  
 

After reading the book, My Side of the Mountain, Mr. Kaiser’s 5th Grade class will 

be traveling to the Cornell Cooperative Extension Farm in Canton on October 

27th for a day of exploration.  Students will spend the day working on mapping 

and survival skills. 

 

From the 6th Grade Team:  
 

In reading class, 6th graders have been practicing citing evidence from current 

events  articles that they have read.  They will continue to practice evidence cita-

tion while reading Percy Jackson: The Lightning Thief by Rick Riordan.   

 

In Social Studies, students completed their museum models of “Iceman”.  Glue 

and tape were off-limits, so they had lots of sewing lessons—without too many 

injuries!  Students did a remarkable job and were extremely creative. 

 

 

From the 7th Grade Team:  
 

7th Grade students will soon begin their Native American Artifact Museum Pro-

ject.  This project involves students researching a Native American tribe and pro-

ducing an artifact that would have been used by them.  Working in partners, stu-

dents then present their findings and their artifact replica to visitors at the Muse-

um. Students will complete this project during Flex periods and work with all 

content area teachers. In the past, visitors to the Museum have included 5th and 

6th grade students, as well as parents and other teachers.  Museum Day this year 

is scheduled for Thursday, October 23rd.  

From the 8th Grade Team: 

 

The transition from middle school to high school is getting underway for the 8th 

graders. On Monday, October 20, all of the 8th graders and their teachers will 

take a field trip to the BOCES center in Norwood to see what programs are of-

fered. The students will learn about the various areas of study that they may be 

able to select from if they decide to attend during their High School years. A tour 

of the campus and a presentation by the Seaway Tech staff will give our students 

a glimpse of everything that is offered there.  
 

 

From the Physical Education Department: 
 

Throughout the month of October, students have concluded the Frisbee Unit 

consisting of KanJam and the game of Ultimate Frisbee. More recently, the stu-

dents began their American Football unit where they have learned the mechan-

ics of passing, catching, and punting as well as game play strategies.  Classes will 

have the opportunity to play Ultimate Football and may even find themselves 

having a mini-tournament in their classes! 
 

 

Tips for Middle School Parents 

Middle school can be a confusing 

time, for parents as well as for their 

kids. Your child is becoming more 

independent yet still needs your   

support as much as ever. While you 

may decide to allow your child more 

autonomy in some areas, be sure to 

stay actively involved in your child’s 

school. Research shows that children 

whose parents are engaged in their 

education are more likely to 

achieve academic success. Here are 

some tips for getting involved in your 

child’s middle school learning       

experience. 

 Get to know the teachers.  

 Find a niche for yourself at your 

child’s school.  

 Volunteer to chaperone school 

dances and drive kids to school 

sports competitions.  

 Go to school meetings and 

events.  

 Find out about homework as-

signments and school tests.  

 Talk to your child about school.  

 Give your child a quiet place to 

study and do homework.  

 Check your child’s homework, 

but don’t do it for him or her.  

 Post a family calendar in a central 

place. 

http://www.schoolfamily.com/school-family-articles/article/754-5-reasons-to-get-involved
http://www.schoolfamily.com/school-family-articles/article/745-better-grades-you-can-help


Visit our website: www.potsdam.k12.ny.us  and click on “Middle School” 

KEEP UP-TO-DATE! 

Daily Announcements 
Academic Intervention Services Information 

Common Core State Learning Standards Resources 
Calendar of Events 

Faculty Listing and email addresses 
Guidance Information 

Homework Calendars & Assignments 
Library Information 

Cafeteria Menu 
Health Services Information 

Newsletters 
Parent Resources 

Photo Gallery 
Principal's Corner 

School Tool 
Sport Practice Schedules 

Student Handbook 
Students of the Block 

Supply Lists 
Teacher & Grade Level Webpages 

 

Library News—Mrs. Sydow 
After the Columbus Day holiday, Mrs. Mace will bring her classes to the library to research Greek mythology. Mrs. Sydow will introduce 

the students to electronic resources they may use to find information for their Greek Character Bio Poem. Students will also receive in-

struction in proper citation format for their project. 

 

New books are being added to the collection monthly, and the students enjoy selecting these to borrow when they visit during open library 

time. Many thanks to the PTSA for the generous donation of Rick Riordan books. They are being put to very good use!  

 

Interact Club—Mrs. Brouwer 
The InterAct Club will be busy this month!  First, congratulations to the newly-elected officers:  Alison Ettinger-Delong 

and Ana Jukic, co-Presidents; Jennifer Zhang, Secretary; Emma French, Treasurer; and Theo Cannamela, Sergeant-at-

Arms.  On Wednesday, October 22nd, Interactors will join Rotary members at Harris Medical to carve pumpkins in 

preparation for Fright Night. On Saturday, October 25th, Interactors will join in the Rotary Wheel Chair Races to help 

provide wheel chairs to those in need around the world.  After the races, Interactors will scour the village neighbor-

hoods, Trick-or-Treating for UNICEF.  Please plan to have some spare change handy between 11am and 1pm on Satur-

day the 25th!  

Chess Club—Mrs. Baker 

Chess club begins this Friday, October 3rd from 2:05 to 3:10.  Both students who do not know how to play, in addition to those that do, 

are welcome to attend.  The dates for the Malone Chess Tournaments are already set:  Upstate NY Scholastic Championships tentatively 

scheduled for Sunday , May 3rd & Upstate NY Open Championships (students only) tentatively scheduled for May 9th 

Dr. Steve Stannish from SUNY Potsdam will be by to play some of our students, all at the same time!  In addition, this year, there will be 

chess-related prizes awarded to the top three 'beginners' and 'experienced' players twice during the school year.  I look forward to seeing 

students again on Fridays. 

https://sites.google.com/a/potsdam.k12.ny.us/home/a-a-kingston-middle-school/accounements
https://sites.google.com/a/potsdam.k12.ny.us/a-a-kingston-middle-school-ais/
http://www.engageny.org/
https://sites.google.com/a/potsdam.k12.ny.us/home/a-a-kingston-middle-school/aakcalendar
https://sites.google.com/a/potsdam.k12.ny.us/aakguidance/
https://sites.google.com/
http://pcm.sllboces.org/bin/search/beginner
https://sites.google.com/a/potsdam.k12.ny.us/home/at-a-glance/cafeteria-menu
https://sites.google.com/a/potsdam.k12.ny.us/home/a-a-kingston-middle-school/parent-information
https://sites.google.com/a/potsdam.k12.ny.us/home/a-a-kingston-middle-school/principal-s-corner
https://schooltool.neric.org/
https://docs.google.com/a/potsdam.k12.ny.us/file/d/0B2WVR_gP9b4XRi1xVHI5eWJtcUU/edit
https://sites.google.com/a/potsdam.k12.ny.us/home/a-a-kingston-middle-school/student-handbook
https://sites.google.com/a/potsdam.k12.ny.us/home/a-a-kingston-middle-school/teacher-s-pages

