
Dear AAK Families: 

 

It is hard to believe that the first five weeks of the school year have come and gone.  With the change 

of seasons, our students have settled into their daily routine, and many have become involved in      

athletic and extracurricular activities. 

 

Middle School students are incredibly unique.  They go through drastic physical, cognitive, social, and 

emotional changes during a short period of time.  Teachers and parents witness these changes first-

hand as their children try to figure out who they are and their place in the world. 

 

Communication between school and home during these years is critical.  Given all of the recent chang-

es in education in New York State, parents, teachers, and the educational community as a whole must 

forge and foster effective partnerships to support and encourage our students.  With the               

implementation of the Common Core Learning Standards, we must all work together to meet this 

new challenge and ensure that our children are successful in future endeavors. 

 

Please remember that you can monitor your child’s attendance, discipline, missing assignments, and 

grades through the SchoolTool Parent Portal which can be accessed from the Potsdam Central web-

site (www.potsdam.k12.ny.us).  If you haven’t registered to use the Parent Portal, please call the office 

at 265-2000 (ext. 515) to sign up. 

 

If you ever have a question or concern regarding the well-being of your child, please contact me or 

your child’s teacher.  Call, email, or stop in for a visit; parent-teacher/team conferences can always be 

arranged to discuss how we can collaborate to help your child be successful.   

 

Enjoy the beautiful autumn weather! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Mark Bennett  

Autumn Has Arrived! 

 A.A. Kingston Middle School 

October 2013 Newsletter 

U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S :  

 October 14—No School 

(Columbus Day) 

 October 18—

Homecoming Weekend 

 October 22—BOE  

Meeting (6:30 pm @ 

PHS Cafeteria) 

 AAK Picture Re-Take 

Day 

 October 31—Halloween 

 November 4—Music 

Friends meeting       

(6:30 pm at PHS) 

 November 8—End of   

1st Quarter 

 November 11—Veterans 

Day (No School) 

Designated as a New 

York State Essential 

Elements: School-to-

Watch Model School in 

2009 and                    

re-designated in 2012 

for commitment 

to academic excellence,           

developmental        

responsiveness, social 

equity, and             

organizational structure. 

Halloween Guidelines 

At AAK, we appreciate everyone’s support in providing a positive and safe environment for our children on Halloween. The following 

are guidelines for students who are planning to wear costumes during school on Halloween. This will be shared with students during 

homeroom.  

1. Students must use hair spray at home. Applying hair color and spray will not be permitted after students arrive at school.  

2. If students wear hats, they must be part of the costume and they must not be so large as to distract students sitting behind them.  

3. Costumes must be appropriate for school and must not be a distraction or inhibit movement. Costumes and makeup that include 

open wounds are not permitted.  

4. Masks or parts of the costume that cover the face are not permitted.  

5. No weapons of any kind are permitted in school even if they are part of the costume. This includes but is not limited to toy guns, 

swords, knives, etc.  

We would also like to remind everyone that candy is generally not permitted to be consumed during school.                                        

As always, we appreciate your support. 

http://www.potsdam.k12.ny.us


Additional Parent 

Resources for the 

Common Core Learning 

Standards are available 

at: www.engageny.org 

www.pta.org  

www.achievethecore.org 

Common Core Corner 
What Parents Can Do to Help their Children Learn 

 

The Common Core State Standards ask teachers to make 12 major “shifts” or (changes) in their classrooms – six 

shifts in English language arts and six shifts in Mathematics. These changes may be tough at first as students and 

teachers adjust to higher expectations.  

As a parent, you can help and learn more by talking with your child about what they are learning. Ask open-ended 

questions about what they learned in school each day, read their homework, and attend school events to learn 

about what their teachers expect.  

 

 
 



Tuesday, September 24th was the tenth year for National 

Punctuation Day founded in 2004 by Jeff Rubin. This day is an effort 

to improve proper usage of punctuation in everyday life. Mrs. 

Baxter, eighth grade ELA teacher at A. A. Kingston Middle School, 

included a variety of activities to celebrate the day. Students looked 

at comics that are related to various punctuation 

marks; they  discovered how changing punctuation in a sentence 

can change the entire meaning of the sentence; they watched Victor 

Borge's performance of Phonetic Punctuation; they read the picture 

book based on the #1 best-selling book Eats, Shoots & Leaves which 

illustrated how important commas are in helping to convey the 

author's meaning; and students were encouraged to enter the 

contest on the website. Pictured below is the eighth grade team 

showing support by wearing punctuation marks on their t-shirt. 

Mrs. Snyder’s class attended a field trip on September 26th to celebrate 

Johnny Appleseed’s birthday. The hosts at Goodwin’s Apple Orchard 

entertained the students with not only apple picking but a nice visit 

with their pet pigs and chickens. The students were able to enjoy a 

beautiful fall day and were each given a bag to fill with apples The trip 

proved to be a valuable learning experience for all. 

  

 

Nurse's Notes: 
  

Winter Sports sign-ups are taking place in the nurse's office. 

  

Physicals for new students, 7th grade students, and students playing 

sports who have not already had a sports physical will be taking place 

on OCTOBER 31st. If your 7th grader had a sports physical or has  

already turned in a physical from their own physician, they will not 

need a physical at this time. If you prefer your child to have a physical 

with their own physician, please contact Mrs. Foote at 265-2000 ext. 

517. 

  

Tdap VACCINES ARE PAST DUE FOR STUDENTS  

IN 6TH GRADE! 

Seventh grade students at A. A. Kingston Middle School in Mrs. 

Dunkelberg's classroom performed an experiment on scientific 

method. This is the beginning of many experiments that they will 

perform throughout the school year. Pictured below are      

Caroline Bergan and Dallas Brown. 

 

Students in Ms. Tharrett's fifth grade class at A.A. Kingston Middle School 

recently read a story called The Hundred Dresses by Eleanor Estes. The 

book is an excellent character ed read that teaches kids about the          

consequences of bullying and the emotions that go along with it. Once the 

story was finished, the students were challenged to create dresses of their 

own. Each child made three dresses based on a theme. The dresses were 

hung in the hallway and were judged by staff at the school. Winners of the 

contest were: Keely Towne (ball gowns, 1st place), Ethan Plague (Patriotic, 

2nd place), and Lucas Pratt (holiday, 3rd place).  



From the 5th Grade Team:  
 

After reading the book, My Side of the Mountain, Mr. Kaiser’s 5th Grade class went to the 

Cornell Cooperative Extension Farm in Canton on October 3rd, for a day of exploration.  

Students spent the day working on mapping and survival skills. 

 

From the 6th Grade Team:  

 
In reading class, 6th graders have been practicing citing evidence from current events  

articles that they have read.  They will continue to practice evidence citation while reading 

Percy Jackson: The Lightning Thief by Rick Riordan.   

 

During science class, students have been busy studying continental drift and sea-floor 

spreading.  Sea-floor spreading art was a huge hit, and the pictures they created are   

amazing. 

 

In Social Studies, students completed their museum models of “Iceman”.  Glue and tape 

were off-limits, so they had lots of sewing lessons—without too many injuries!  Students 

did a remarkable job and were extremely creative. 

 

 

From the 7th Grade Team:  

 
7th Grade students will soon begin their Native American Artifact Museum Project.  This 

project involves students researching a Native American tribe and producing an artifact 

that would used by them.  Working in partners, students then present their findings and 

their artifact replica to visitors at the Museum. Students will complete this project during 

Flex periods and work with all content area teachers. In the past, visitors to the Museum 

have included 5th and 6th grade students, as well as parents and other teachers.  Museum 

Day this year is tentatively scheduled for Wednesday, October 30th.   

From the 8th Grade Team: 

 

On October 10th, the 8th Grade class will be traveling to Bayside Cemetery in order to 

participate in a scavenger hunt.  During the trip, the students will be introduced to war 

and memorial symbols, local heroes who fought in the Civil War, and cemetery etiquette.  

This is an interdisciplinary trip tied to Social Studies (Civil War) and ELA (making       con-

nections to the local community) standards. 

 

Also, on November 1st, students will be visiting the Seaway Technical Center in         

Norwood.  They will have the opportunity to learn about a variety of vocations and     

programs available to them in the future. 

 

From the Physical Education Department: 

 
Throughout the month of October, students have concluded 

the Frisbee Unit consisting of KanJam and the game of       

Ultimate Frisbee. More recently, the students began their 

American Football unit where they have learned the mechanics 

of passing, catching , and punting as well as game play strate-

gies.  Classes will have the opportunity to play Ultimate Foot-

ball and may even find themselves having a mini-tournament in 

their classes! 

 

 

Tips for Middle School Parents 

Middle school can be a confusing 

time, for parents as well as for their 

kids. Your child is becoming more 

independent yet still needs your   

support as much as ever. While you 

may decide to allow your child more 

autonomy in some areas, be sure to 

stay actively involved in your child’s 

school. Research shows that children 

whose parents are engaged in their 

education are more likely to 

achieve academic success. Here are 

some tips for getting involved in your 

child’s middle school learning       

experience. 

 Get to know the teachers.  

 Find a niche for yourself at your 

child’s school.  

 Volunteer to chaperone school 

dances and drive kids to school 

sports competitions.  

 Go to school meetings and 

events.  

 Find out about homework as-

signments and school tests.  

 Talk to your child about school.  

 Give your child a quiet place to 

study and do homework.  

 Check your child’s homework, 

but don’t do it for him or her.  

 Post a family calendar in a central 

place. 

http://www.schoolfamily.com/school-family-articles/article/754-5-reasons-to-get-involved
http://www.schoolfamily.com/school-family-articles/article/745-better-grades-you-can-help


Visit our website: www.potsdam.k12.ny.us  and click on “Middle School” 

KEEP UP-TO-DATE! 

Daily Announcements 
Academic Intervention Services Information 

Common Core State Learning Standards Resources 
Calendar of Events 

Faculty Listing and email addresses 
Guidance Information 

Homework Calendars & Assignments 
Library Information 

Cafeteria Menu 
Health Services Information 

Newsletters 
Parent Resources 

Photo Gallery 
Principal's Corner 

School Tool 
Sport Practice Schedules 

Student Handbook 
Students of the Block 

Supply Lists 
Teacher & Grade Level Webpages 

Intramural Hiking—Mrs. Mace 
The AAK Hikers have been able to enjoy beautiful trips to Stone Valley Dam and Sugar Island during September.  The weather has been 

fabulous, and the trails are filled with many wonders.  The students enjoyed viewing waterfalls, fungi, and foliage.  During the first part of 

October, we traveled to Clarkson to explore their trails. 

 

Art Walk—Mrs. Huff 
Come one, come all!  AAK will be sponsoring an "Art Walk" on Tuesday October 15th with Mrs. Huff leading the visit.  Students will travel 

to the Gibson Art Gallery on the SUNY Potsdam campus to view the Rembrandt exhibit. Students may take the late bus home. There is no 

charge for this event.  Students can sign-up in the lobby using the Hiking Club permission forms. 

 

Chess Club—Mrs. Baker 
Chess club began on Friday the 4th with a visit from Dr. Stannish from the history department at SUNY Potsdam, who was kind enough to 

visit and play ten of our players at once.  Regular meetings of chess club will occur every Monday at 2:10, with the exception of the first 

Monday of the month when we will not meet.  Information about upcoming tournaments and our pre-December holiday 'movie day' will be 

forthcoming.  I look forward to seeing old and new members back at the board! 

 

Interact Club—Mrs. Brouwer 
On Saturday, October 19th, the AAK InterAct club will participate in the Rotary Wheel Chair Races at SUNY Potsdam.  Local business will 

provide financial support to two four-member teams.  The money raised will support the purchase of wheel chairs for those in need in  

developing countries around the world.  Last year, InterAct’s efforts provided a chair to a young woman in Mexico.  This year , our efforts 

will help to provide two wheel chairs. 

After the races, InterAct members will Trick-or-Treat for UNICEF.  We will go door-to-door in neighborhoods around the school.  The 

money we collect will help provide medicine, clean water, and school supplies to children in need. 

https://sites.google.com/a/potsdam.k12.ny.us/home/a-a-kingston-middle-school/accounements
https://sites.google.com/a/potsdam.k12.ny.us/a-a-kingston-middle-school-ais/
http://www.engageny.org/
https://sites.google.com/a/potsdam.k12.ny.us/home/a-a-kingston-middle-school/aakcalendar
https://sites.google.com/a/potsdam.k12.ny.us/aakguidance/
https://sites.google.com/
http://pcm.sllboces.org/bin/search/beginner
https://sites.google.com/a/potsdam.k12.ny.us/home/at-a-glance/cafeteria-menu
https://sites.google.com/a/potsdam.k12.ny.us/home/a-a-kingston-middle-school/parent-information
https://sites.google.com/a/potsdam.k12.ny.us/home/a-a-kingston-middle-school/principal-s-corner
https://schooltool.neric.org/
https://docs.google.com/a/potsdam.k12.ny.us/file/d/0B2WVR_gP9b4XRi1xVHI5eWJtcUU/edit
https://sites.google.com/a/potsdam.k12.ny.us/home/a-a-kingston-middle-school/student-handbook
https://sites.google.com/a/potsdam.k12.ny.us/home/a-a-kingston-middle-school/teacher-s-pages

