
Dear AAK Families: 

 

It is hard to believe that the first quarter of the school year has come and gone!  

The first ten weeks of the school year have flown by as students  have been    

learning new ideas and concepts and engaged in a variety of projects and extension 

activities.  The halls and display cases are filled with student work which shows 
deep understanding and attention to detail. 

 

AAK will dismiss early at 10:30 am on November 13th for Report Card           

Conferences.  This is an excellent opportunity to discuss student progress and 

growth with your child’s teachers.  However, I want to stress that home-school 

communication should not be isolated to progress report and report card times.  If 

you have a concern about your child, please contact us. The key to success is    

communication and collaboration between parents and teachers.  Together we 

can develop an action plan and take advantage of additional resources to help your 

child continue to flourish.   

 

As we turn toward the winter season, AAK has many extracurricular activities 

available for students such as modified sports, intramural swimming, interest-based 

clubs , and service organizations.  Please encourage your child to become involved 

and pursue their interests.   

 

I look forward to seeing you at Parent-Teacher Conferences and the upcoming 

Winter Concerts!   

   

Sincerely,  

 

Mark Bennett  

 

 

 A.A. Kingston Middle School 

November 2014 Newsletter 

U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S :  

 November 10—Staff Devel-

opment Day (No School) 

 November 11—Veterans 

Day (No School) 

 November 11—BOE  Meet-

ing (6:30 pm @ PHS Cafete-

ria) 

 November 13—Report Card 

Conferences (10:30 am 

Dismissal) 

  November 17—Modified 

Winter Sports Season 

begins 

 November 17—PTSA 

meeting (7:00 pm at AAK) 

 November 25—BOE  Meet-

ing (6:30 pm @ PHS Cafete-

ria) 

  November 26-28—

Thanksgiving Recess 

Designated as a New 

York State Essential 

Elements: School-to-

Watch Model School in 

2009 and                    

re-designated in 2012 

for commitment 

to academic excellence,           

developmental        

responsiveness, social 

equity, and             

organizational structure. 

AAK Winter Concert Schedule 

 

7th & 8th Grade Concert—December 9th 

5th & 6th Grade Concert—December 10th 

 

Both Winter Concerts will begin at 7:00 pm in the AAK Cafeteria. 

Students participating in the concerts are asked to arrive by 6:30 pm. 



Tips for Parent-Teacher Conferences 
National Education Association 

 

A key ingredient for educational achievement is the parent-teacher conference; it’s important that  

parents and teachers work together to make them successful. “We know parents are busy, but it is 

important to carve out time to invest in your child’s education and ensure success at school,” said  

National Education Association President Dennis Van Roekel. “To get the most out of parent-teacher 

conferences, parents need to take an active role in their child’s education year-round and come      

prepared to discuss how their child can reach their full potential.” 

Get Ready 

Do your homework prior to parent-teacher conferences. Prepare by writing notes to yourself       

concerning: 

 Any questions about the school’s programs or policies. 

 Things you can share with the teacher about your child and his life at home. 

 Questions about your child’s progress. 

 

Ask Important Questions 

Don’t be afraid to engage in a frank conversation with your child’s teacher. Your goal is to develop an 

action plan for your child’s success at school. Good questions to ask the teacher include: 

 What are my child’s strengths and weaknesses? 

 How does my child get along with classmates? 

 Is my child working up to his/her ability? Where could he/she use improvement? 

 What can we do at home to support what you are doing in the classroom? 

Initiate the Action Plan 

Start immediately on the action plan you and the teacher put together. Discuss the plan with your child 

and track his/her progress. Stay in touch with your child’s teacher throughout the year with regularly 

scheduled “report card” conferences that can keep the communication lines open. 

“Parents are the best resource for a child to make the grade,” said Van Roekel. “When teachers and 
parents work together, we can help a child have a successful school year.”  

AAK Parent Teacher Report Card Conferences 

Report Card Conferences will be held on November 13th, 2014, from 

12:00 pm to 2:00 pm and from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm. 

 

5th Grade 

Conferences for 5th grade students will be scheduled with  

your child’s classroom teacher. 

 

6th, 7th, and 8th Grade 

Teachers will be available in the gymnasium to conference with parents. 

 



ARTIFACT MUSEUM - The seventh grade students at 

A. A. Kingston Middle School recently had a Native 

American Artifact Museum Project assigned. During 

this project, they had to research a Native American 

culture and examine its artifacts. Students had to 

create an artifact looking as authentic as possible with 

little or no store purchased material. On museum day, 

students presented their artifact to other students and 

teachers. Justin LaPointe displaying a lacrosse stick; 

Hadeel Obeid and Emilee Smith displaying pottery.  

  

 

 

 

ANTI-TOBACCO MUSEUM - Mrs. Cowen-Wilson's health class 

at A. A. Kingston Middle School held an anti-tobacco museum. 

The students were able to choose from sixteen different anti-

tobacco messages, such as; cancer, big tobacco ads to target  

children, cost, chemicals found in tobacco, etc. Students present-

ed to other students, teachers, and parents. Pictured are Zach 

Kirka, Danner Dorothy and Michael Bunstone (as the cigarette).  

GREEK MYTHOLOGY - Mrs. Mace's sixth grade reading 

class at A. A. Kingston recently discussed Greek mytholo-

gy. The students had to research a Greek god, goddess, 

monster or hero then write a bio-poem. Students pre-

sented their poem to other classmates while dressing up 

and celebrating with a feast.  



 

From the 5th Grade Team:  
Recently, students in grade five have been working with multiple methods to multi-
ply.  Students have responded well to different styles and are feeling comfortable using 
multiple methods.  In science, students are wrapping up their lab experiments, from 
testing to see which brand of chocolate chip cookie has the most chips per cookie, to 
making chairs and testing their strength.  In social studies, students are finishing up geog-
raphy of the United States and Canada and will be investigating the conflicts of early 
America.  We look forward to meeting with families for the upcoming parent confer-
ences.   
 

From the 6th Grade Team:  
Hard to believe the first block has come to an end. We have begun the "main course" of 
the sixth grade math topics. We have started working with rates and ratios, this topic will 
take us through the holiday break. After the break we will be diving into expressions and 
equations. 

We also have a student teacher working with Mr. Vroman. Ms. Bryanna Farris is a MST 
student from SUNY Potsdam. She is a Univ. of New Hampshire graduate and comes from 
the Ottawa area. She is off to a great start and is looking forward to working with our 
sixth graders through December. 

From the 7th Grade Team:  
This year, in seventh grade, we’ve been working on extending the Character Education 
Program for students.  Each month there is a new focus of behaviors that we’ll be looking 
for students to exemplify.  Currently, for the month of November, the focus is on Gener-
osity and Giving.  Within this category, we’ve already noticed many qualities that this 
group of seventh graders possesses.  Students frequently reach out to each other when 
they’ve forgotten something or have missed class.  They are eager to share materials with 
each other when one is in need.  They stay after to make sure teachers’ chairs have been 
put up, offer to help out around the classroom, frequently ask if there is anything that we 
need, and they even bring in treats to share with each other and with us.  This program 
also calls for students to recognize each other.  We’ve created a Twitter system where 
students can tweet about the positive things that they notice each other doing.  Once 
their tweets have been received, they’re publically displayed in the hallway.  We’ve cre-
ated an anonymous way for students to recognize each other for the wonderful things 
that we’ve seen them doing! 
 

From the 8th Grade Team: 

In ELA 8, students have just finished an in-depth reading of the short story "Flowers for 
Algernon."  They have studied the characteristics of Charlie--the main character--as well 
as the ways the other characters interacted and responded to him.  Students were very 
perceptive, and they were able to show a great depth of understanding about why the 
author chose certain words or included particular ideas in the story.  In addition, vocabu-
lary was a large part of the unit, and students were encouraged to "own" the words in-
stead of simply memorizing definitions.  Finally, since the ending of the original story left a lot of unanswered ques-
tions, students are wrapping up the unit with a creative writing project in which they can write a more conclusive end-
ing.  Encourage your child to share his or her writing with you!  Parents are welcome to provide feedback to their chil-
dren about the "new" ending.  
 

From the Physical Education Department: 
During the month of November, students are beginning a new unit this year called Pickleball.  This unit may be familiar 
to the students as they relate it to table tennis and badminton as it is a racket activity. Students can also look forward 
to the Basketball unit in the second half of the month where we will work on basic skills like dribbling, shooting and 
passing while also focusing on team work and strategies as well!  

Open Art Studio 

October was the first “Open Studio” 

event in the Art room. Students who 

attended were able to view and paint 

an autumn still life. Each month 

through May, students will be invited 

to sign up outside the Art room to 

participate in a unique studio class. 

 



Visit our website: www.potsdam.k12.ny.us  and click on “Middle School” 

 

 

 

KEEP UP-TO-DATE! 

Daily Announcements 
Academic Intervention Services Information 

Common Core State Learning Standards Resources 
Calendar of Events 

Faculty Listing and email addresses 
Guidance Information 

Homework Calendars & Assignments 
Library Information 

Cafeteria Menu 
Health Services Information 

Newsletters 
Parent Resources 

Photo Gallery 
Principal's Corner 

School Tool 
Sport Practice Schedules 

Student Handbook 
Students of the Block 

Supply Lists 
Teacher & Grade Level Webpages 

Intramural Swimming—Mrs. Garrow 
Swim club will be starting up on 11/18.  This program is open to any boy or girl in grades 5-8 regardless of their swimming ability.  This pro-
gram will focus on improving swimming ability for weaker swimmers while enhancing the skills of the stronger swimmers.  Each session will 
end with some free swim at the end.   
 

AAK Library News 
On Halloween day, the library hosted the annual 5th grade flashlight read, as part of a schedule of special activities. The students really en-
joyed reading their books in the "spooky" atmosphere! Also, Mrs. Mace's classes visited the library and lab during October to receive in-
struction and complete their Greek Bio Poem projects. The resulting presentations were wonderful! 

Interact Club—Mrs. Brouwer 
In order to help supply the Rotary's Pumpkin Walk at Fright Night, the AAK InterAct Club enjoyed a pumpkin carving ses-
sion, with special help from expert carver Jordan Gilbert.  On Saturday, October 25th, Interactors joined the Rotary 
Club's Wheel Chair Races with two teams participating.  InterAct Team 1 (Ana Jukic, Patrick Maciel, Theo Cannamela, 
and Joey LaShomb) won the Spirit Award and Team 2 (Jennifer Zhang, Paige Sala, Alison Ettinger-Delong, and Alana 
McDonald) came in 3rd place. Thank you to Keyana Johnson for being on hand as an alternate.  Fun was had by all and 
the money raised will provide wheelchairs to those in need in developing countries around the world.  Interactors later 
trick-or-treated for UNICEF and collected $150.00 in donations.  On November 15th from noon to 3pm, InterAct members will be collecting 
donations of food and money at Potsdam Walmart in support of the Potsdam Interfaith Thanksgiving Program.   These donations will help 
those in need in our community enjoy a more plentiful Thanksgiving.    

 

https://sites.google.com/a/potsdam.k12.ny.us/home/a-a-kingston-middle-school/accounements
https://sites.google.com/a/potsdam.k12.ny.us/a-a-kingston-middle-school-ais/
http://www.engageny.org/
https://sites.google.com/a/potsdam.k12.ny.us/home/a-a-kingston-middle-school/aakcalendar
https://sites.google.com/a/potsdam.k12.ny.us/aakguidance/
https://sites.google.com/
http://pcm.sllboces.org/bin/search/beginner
https://sites.google.com/a/potsdam.k12.ny.us/home/at-a-glance/cafeteria-menu
https://sites.google.com/a/potsdam.k12.ny.us/home/a-a-kingston-middle-school/parent-information
https://sites.google.com/a/potsdam.k12.ny.us/home/a-a-kingston-middle-school/principal-s-corner
https://schooltool.neric.org/
https://docs.google.com/a/potsdam.k12.ny.us/file/d/0B2WVR_gP9b4XRi1xVHI5eWJtcUU/edit
https://sites.google.com/a/potsdam.k12.ny.us/home/a-a-kingston-middle-school/student-handbook
https://sites.google.com/a/potsdam.k12.ny.us/home/a-a-kingston-middle-school/teacher-s-pages

