
Dear AAK Families: 

 

It is hard to believe that the first quarter of the school year has come and gone.  The teachers and 

students have been working hard to transition to the Common Core Learning Standards for   
English Language Arts and Mathematics.  As with any change, there have been frustrations and 

obstacles to overcome.  However, the process has been eased due to the involvement and     
assistance of our parents and the dedication of our teachers.   

 
On October 9th, we had a wonderful turnout for the parent forum at Lawrence Avenue         

Elementary cafeteria.  Parents asked a lot of great questions as to the nature of the Common 
Core and how the school and families can work together to ensure our children’s success.  The 

questions and answers have also been on the Potsdam Central School website.  This document is 
a great resource and will help to answer questions and concerns and also prompt further        

discussion.   
 

Next week, we will have an early dismissal (10:30 am) on November 14th for Report Card    
Conferences.  This is an excellent opportunity to discuss student progress and growth with your 

child’s teachers.  However, I want to stress that home-school communication should not  be iso-
lated to progress report and report card times.  If you have a concern about your child, please 
contact us. The key to success is communication and collaboration between parents and teachers.  

Together we can develop an action plan and take advantage of additional resources to help your 
child continue to flourish.   

 
As we turn toward the winter season, AAK has many extracurricular activities available for     

students such as modified sports, intramurals, interest-based clubs, and service organizations.  
Please encourage your child to become involved and pursue their interests.   

 
I look forward to seeing you at Parent-Teacher Conferences and the upcoming Winter Concerts! 

   
Sincerely,  

 

Mark Bennett  

 

 A.A. Kingston Middle School 

November 2013 Newsletter 

U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S :  

 November 11—Veterans 

Day (No School) 

 November 12—BOE  

Meeting (6:30 pm @ PHS 

Cafeteria) 

 November 14—Report 

Card Conferences (10:30 

am Dismissal) 

  November 18—Modified 

Winter Sports Season 

begins 

 November 18—PTSA 

meeting (7:00 pm at 

AAK) 

 November 26—BOE  

Meeting (6:30 pm @ PHS 

Cafeteria) 

  November 27-29—

Thanksgiving Recess 

Designated as a New 

York State Essential 

Elements: School-to-

Watch Model School in 

2009 and                    

re-designated in 2012 

for commitment 

to academic excellence,           

developmental        

responsiveness, social 

equity, and             

organizational structure. 

AAK Winter Concert Schedule 

 

7th & 8th Grade Concert—December 3rd 

5th & 6th Grade Concert—December 4th 

 

Both Winter Concerts will begin at 7:00 pm in the AAK Cafeteria. 

Students participating in the concerts are asked to arrive by 6:30 pm. 



Tips for Parent-Teacher Conferences 
National Education Association 

 

A key ingredient for educational achievement is the parent-teacher conference,; it’s important that  

parents and teachers work together to make them successful. “We know parents are busy, but it is 

important to carve out time to invest in your child’s education and ensure success at school,” said  

National Education Association President Dennis Van Roekel. “To get the most out of parent-teacher 

conferences, parents need to take an active role in their child’s education year-round and come      

prepared to discuss how their child can reach their full potential.” 

Get Ready 

Do your homework prior to parent-teacher conferences. Prepare by writing notes to yourself       

concerning: 

 Any questions about the school’s programs or policies. 

 Things you can share with the teacher about your child and his life at home. 

 Questions about your child’s progress. 

 

Ask Important Questions 

Don’t be afraid to engage in a frank conversation with your child’s teacher. Your goal is to develop an 

action plan for your child’s success at school. Good questions to ask the teacher include: 

 What are my child’s strengths and weaknesses? 

 How does my child get along with classmates? 

 Is my child working up to his/her ability? Where could he/she use improvement? 

 What can we do at home to support what you are doing in the classroom? 

Initiate the Action Plan 

Start immediately on the action plan you and the teacher put together. Discuss the plan with your child 

and track his/her progress. Stay in touch with your child’s teacher throughout the year with regularly 

scheduled “report card” conferences that can keep the communication lines open. 

“Parents are the best resource for a child to make the grade,” said Van Roekel. “When teachers and 
parents work together, we can help a child have a successful school year.”  

AAK Parent Teacher Report Card Conferences 

Report Card Conferences will be held on November 14th, 2013, from 

12:00 pm to 2:00 pm and from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm. 

 

5th Grade 

Conferences for 5th grade students will be scheduled with  

your child’s classroom teacher. 

 

6th, 7th, and 8th Grade 

Teachers will be available in the gymnasium to conference with parents. 

 



Eighth grade students spent a whole day being prepared for 

high school. In the morning, they went to Seaway Tech to 

see how the programs are run. The students were able to 

hear a little about all the programs that BOCES has to offer. 

In the afternoon, high school students came to the middle 

school to talk about their experiences and how to prepare 

for the high school. This is just the beginning of the year long 

process for the eighth grade students in becoming prepared 

for high school.  

 

 

 

 

AAK students in Mrs. Lisa Dunkelberg's seventh grade science classes 

dissected sheep eyes after studying lab safety and the importance of 

wearing safety goggles. Pictured above are Taylor LaPointe, Summer 

Pivettta, and Leo Lalonde showing their sheep eye after dissection.  

  

 

Nurse's Notes: 
  

Potsdam Holiday Fund Applications are available in the 

Nurse's Office. The deadline for the application 

is November 30, 2013.  

 

Please contact Mrs. Foote for an                                  

application. jfoote@potsdam.k12.ny.us or  

265-2000 ext. 517  

Fall officially arrives at AAK when the rockets are launched. Mr. 

Brad Filiatrault's eighth grade technology classes begin each 

school year with the building and launching of individually made 

rockets. The project requires students to build all parts of their 

rocket, rather than use ready-to-assemble kits. The technology 

program emphasizes hands on learning while studying math, 

science, and technology. Pictured below are Joseph Maroney 

and Bailey Frego watching while a rocket is being launched.  

The seventh grade students recently had a Native American        

Artifact Museum Project assigned. During this project, they had to 

research a Native American culture and examine its artifacts. With 

their partner, students had to create an artifact looking as authentic 

as possible with little or no store purchased materials. On Museum 

Day, students presented their artifact to other students and      

teachers. Pictured  to the right are Alison Ettinger-DeLong and   

Annie Yang displaying their shield from the Sioux tribe.  

mailto:jfoote@potsdam.k12.ny.us


From the 5th Grade Team:  
The fifth graders enjoyed Halloween and got a small taste of the numerous movements 

from classroom to classroom the sixth-grade model will entail next school year.  The   

children traveled in homeroom groups to each of the five fifth-grade teachers and the 

library.  Mrs. Boldt, Mr. Kaiser, Mr. Kirka/Mrs. Bradley, Mr. Saber, Mr. Seifert, and Mrs. 

Sydow/Mrs. Sommerfeldt offered seasonal activities (word puzzles, logic problems,     

flashlight reading, etc.).  Both the teachers and the students had opportunities to work 

with people they might not get the chance to work with regularly in our fifth-grade model.  

A similar experience will be held during the time of the winter holidays. 

 

From the 6th Grade Team:  
On November 13th the Sixth Grade will be attending the Crane School Of Music Opera 

Department production of "Ragtime". We will be exposed to a play which portrays a very 

dramatic time in US history. We also will have the pleasure of watching  two of our AAK 

"family". Our own  Syl Foisey, and 5th grader Luca Pecora play significant roles in the 

show.  

 

In Social Studies, students have been studying ancient civilizations in the Fertile          

Crescent.  This week, they enjoyed creating their own civilization in groups by making up 

their own laws, architectural structures, written languages, and secret inventions.  Soon 

we will be testing those inventions to see which civilization has the most power!  

 

From the 7th Grade Team:  
Seventh grade is winding down Block 1 of the school year in a variety of ways.  Students 

recently completed the Native American Artifact Museum project in Social Studies and 

ELA, learning about Native cultures from North, Central, and 

South America while practicing their presentation and research 

skills.  Students from Grades 6 and 8 were the guests at the muse-

um this year.   
 

In Health class, students are working in groups preparing video 

public service announcements.  According to Mrs. Cowen-Wilson, 

most students chose the topic of bullying for their PSAs this    

semester.  Students are working on operations with integers and 

rational numbers in Math, and they are learning the uses of the 

microscope in Science.  Finally, the terrific smell of freshly-baked 

chocolate chip cookies has been filling the hallways!   
 

Team 7 looks forward to meeting parents on Thursday,          

November 14 at   Report Card Conferences.  

From the 8th Grade Team: 

The transition from middle school to high school is getting      

underway for the 8th graders.  On Friday, November 1, all of the 

8th graders and their teachers took a field trip to the BOCES center in Norwood to see what programs are          

offered.  The students discovered the various areas of study that they could select from if they decide to attend.  After 

a tour of the classrooms and the campus, our students were happy to sample the homemade cookies baked by the 

culinary students.  In the afternoon, the students met with the high school guidance department and high school    

students for team building activities and the opportunity to ask some questions about high school.  Over the next few 

months, 8th graders will continue the transition and will have other opportunities to learn more about the high school 

experience.  

 

From the Physical Education Department: 
During the month of November, students are participating in the Gymnastics unit where 

they will learn and review a variety of skills ranging from floor exercises and balances to 

rolls, jumps, vaulting, and climbing.  Students can also look forward to the Basketball unit in 

the second half of the month where we will work on basic skills like dribbling, shooting and 

passing while also focusing on team work and strategies as well!"  

 

On Friday, October 18th, the staff at 

AAK kicked off the "Crayons to   

College Campaign" that has been 

designed by Mrs. Zender in the  

Guidance Office.  The goal of the 

program is to expose students to the 

varied experiences of the staff and to 

discuss college and career planning 

with every student.  Each month a 

new topic will be selected and   

teachers will take five minutes of 

their class time to speak with       

students in their classes.  Mrs. 

Zender has placed a bulletin board in 

the main corridor, highlighting what 

the teachers are discussing.  Students 

can choose to complete a "Quick 

Quiz" to be entered into a drawing 

that will be held at the end of the 

school year for a scholarship.  



Visit our website: www.potsdam.k12.ny.us  and click on “Middle School” 

 

 

 

KEEP UP-TO-DATE! 

Daily Announcements 
Academic Intervention Services Information 

Common Core State Learning Standards Resources 
Calendar of Events 

Faculty Listing and email addresses 
Guidance Information 

Homework Calendars & Assignments 
Library Information 

Cafeteria Menu 
Health Services Information 

Newsletters 
Parent Resources 

Photo Gallery 
Principal's Corner 

School Tool 
Sport Practice Schedules 

Student Handbook 
Students of the Block 

Supply Lists 
Teacher & Grade Level Webpages 

Intramural Swimming—Mrs. Garrow 
Are you interested in swimming?  If so, be on the look out for intramural swimming sign ups. Come join us for a splash in the Clarkson pool!  
 

AAK Library News 
During the month of October, Mrs. Mace brought her 6th grade classes to the library for a non-fiction scavenger hunt and project.  Mrs. 

Dunkelberg’s class used the library space and resources to research the elements of the period table for their project.  Our librarian, Mrs. 

Sydow instructed these students in proper citation and bibliography format.  Also, the 7th grade team utilized the library to complete their 

research for the Native American Artifact Museum. At the end the month, Mrs. Sydow welcomed the 5th grade classes for their annual  
Halloween Flashlight Read, complete with spooky sounds and treats!  
 

Interact Club—Mrs. Brouwer 
Members of the AAK InterAct Club solicited donations of food and money at Potsdam Wal-Mart, Saturday, November 2nd, from 10am - 

2pm. The aim was to collect donations for the Thanksgiving Food Baskets, a program which provides all the traditional Thanksgiving meal 

items to those in need in our community The food drive was very successful, filling a minivan with non-perishables, and raising nearly 

$200.00 for the purchase of turkeys.  Thanks to Interactors Makenzie Martin, Kristen Parker, Sarah Dominy, Josh Loughren, Violet Dean, 

Kulia Osborne, Iva Petrovic, Hannah Holt, and Ellie DeRosa.  And thank you to Subway for providing hot cocoa to warm the chilly         

volunteers.  

https://sites.google.com/a/potsdam.k12.ny.us/home/a-a-kingston-middle-school/accounements
https://sites.google.com/a/potsdam.k12.ny.us/a-a-kingston-middle-school-ais/
http://www.engageny.org/
https://sites.google.com/a/potsdam.k12.ny.us/home/a-a-kingston-middle-school/aakcalendar
https://sites.google.com/a/potsdam.k12.ny.us/aakguidance/
https://sites.google.com/
http://pcm.sllboces.org/bin/search/beginner
https://sites.google.com/a/potsdam.k12.ny.us/home/at-a-glance/cafeteria-menu
https://sites.google.com/a/potsdam.k12.ny.us/home/a-a-kingston-middle-school/parent-information
https://sites.google.com/a/potsdam.k12.ny.us/home/a-a-kingston-middle-school/principal-s-corner
https://schooltool.neric.org/
https://docs.google.com/a/potsdam.k12.ny.us/file/d/0B2WVR_gP9b4XRi1xVHI5eWJtcUU/edit
https://sites.google.com/a/potsdam.k12.ny.us/home/a-a-kingston-middle-school/student-handbook
https://sites.google.com/a/potsdam.k12.ny.us/home/a-a-kingston-middle-school/teacher-s-pages

