
Dear AAK Families: 

 

May is here, the weather is warming up, and the days are getting longer, and the trees are beginning to 

bud!   

With the return of warmer weather, it’s important to remind everyone of our school policy in regard 

to student dress.   Please help reinforce this with your children and keep in mind that this pertains to 

ALL school functions. 

As we move through the final weeks of the school year, we need to remain focused on learning and 

encouraging all students to work to their potential.   Thank you for checking over homework and 

checking in with teachers through phone calls and emails.  You can still sign up for Parent Portal if you 

have not done so already.  Parent Portal will give you access to your child’s grades and assignments. 

Please contact the guidance office at 265-2000 ext. 521 to register. 

Thank you for all of your support! 

Sincerely,  

 

Mark Bennett  

Spring has arrived! 

 A.A. Kingston Middle School 

May 2015 Newsletter 

U P C O M I N G  

E V E N T S :  

 May 4: Social Media & 

Your Kids Presentation 

(7:00 pm in the AAK 

Library) 

 May 8: 7th & 8th Grade 

“Spring Fling” Dance 

(7:00 pm in the AAK 

Cafeteria) 

 May 12: Board of Edu-

cation Meetng (6:30 pm 

in the PHS Cafeteria) 

 May 13: Listening Ses-

sion with Regent Oud-

erkirk  (6:00 pm in the 

PHS Auditorium) 

 May 18: PCS Booster 

Club Meeting (6:00 pm 

in the PHS Library) 

 May 18: PTSA Meeting 

(7:00 pm in the AAK 

Library) 

Designated as a New 

York State Essential 

Elements: School-to-

Watch Model School in 

2009 and                    

re-designated in 2012 

and 2015 for          

commitment 

to academic excellence,  

developmental        

responsiveness, social 

equity, and             

organizational structure. School will be closed on May 22nd (Unused Snow 
Day) and May 25th (Memorial Day). 

Student Dress Code (From the AAK Student Handbook)  

The following shall be deemed unacceptable on school grounds, school buses and at school functions. 

Inappropriate attire includes, but is not limited to:  

 Shirts which expose cleavage, undergarments, or midriffs.  

 Spaghetti or thin strap tank-tops.  

 Shirts which are open-backed.  

 Shirts which expose arm-pit hair.  

 Clothing that is too revealing including fabric that is “see through.”  

 Shorts and skirts which are too tight or too short, allowing for potential exposure. Skirts and 

shorts should be mid-thigh length or longer. 

 Shorts, skirts, or pants which allow for undergarments to be visible.  

 Clothing that distracts.  

 Clothing and jewelry that presents a hazard (ex. Sandals in technology class).  

 Clothing and jewelry bearing vulgar, profane, or drug or alcohol related messages.  

The Potsdam Central School District places an emphasis on student achievement. Students may be 

required to modify their appearance by replacing, covering and or removing the offending item.  



Immunization notes for 5th grade (soon to be 6th grade) parents: 
  
The New York State Department of Health has made changes to the immunization requirements for all students entering 6th grade 
or a comparable age-level special education school or program. The changes are listed below: 
 
Tdap: Students entering 6th grade or age comparable special education program are required to receive a Tdap vaccination upon 
turning 11 years of age. Students who are not 11 years old must receive the Tdap vaccine within 14 days of turning 11. The Tdap 
vaccine is a booster required for 6th grade, it is not a vaccine most students receive until they are at least 10 years old. 
 
Varicella: Students entering 6th grade are required to have 2 Varicella (Chickenpox) vaccinations. Proof of a positive titer or physi-
cian’s documentation of the disease is acceptable in place of the vaccinations. 
 
Polio: Students entering 6th grade are required to have 4-5 Polio vaccinations. The 4th polio must be given on or after the 4th birth-
day. If the 4th Polio was given before the 4th birthday, then a 5th Polio is required.  
 
These immunizations are required for your child to enter 6th grade, unless they are not 11 years old. The immunizations will be 
required within 14 days of turning 11 years old.  Please contact Mrs. Foote, AAK School Nurse, at 265- 2000 x 517 with any ques-
tions or concerns. 
  

Sports physicals for the 2015-2016 school year 

  
Sports sign-ups for fall sports are now taking place in the nurse's office.  All students in 6th, 7th and 8th grade are eligible to 

sign-up for a Fall sport. All students are required to have a sports physical on file in the nurse's office before the start of the sports 
season.  
 
The start of the fall sports season typically begins in August before the school year begins. Sports physicals are valid for one year. 
Ryan Mazzone, PA will be completing sports physical at school towards the end of this school year. Students who will be receiving 
a sports physical in school will need to get a sports physical form from Mrs. Foote. The form will need to be completed by a parent 
and returned to Mrs. Foote prior to the physical being completed. A sports physical can not be completed unless a form has been 
returned to Mrs. Foote. If you prefer your child to have a sports physical by their own physician, please have him/her see Mrs. 
Foote for the physical forms. Private physicals need to be returned to Mrs. Foote by  August 1, 2015 as they need to be reviewed 
by the school physician/PA before they are cleared to play. Students will not be allowed to participate in sports without a valid 
sports physical.   Please contact Mrs. Foote, AAK School Nurse at 265-2000 x 517 or jfoote@potsdam.k12.ny.us with any ques-
tions . 

  

Nurse’s Notes from Mrs. Foote 

The BEAR-pAAK is in full swing! The BEAR-pAAK is an after school sixth grade- 

SUNY Potsdam collaborative program. A SUNY Potsdam science method class have prepared 

science lessons such as creating "elephant toothpaste", vinegar batteries and  balloon rocket 

races,  to name a few. Small groups of sixth graders and college students have been working 

on a program long project. Some of the topics of these projects include; solar ovens, magnetic 

car races, changing states- making ice cream, 

the respiratory system, amphibians and water 

mailto:jfoote@potsdam.k12.ny.us


Students in Mr. Kaiser's class had a special guest come and 

discuss Environmental Issues with his students to go along with 

their current unit in science.  Martin Heintzelman, a Clarkson 

University Professor of Economics, spent time with the 

students discussing how environmental issues impact our 

economy.  The kids enjoyed a competitive game that 

encouraged problem solving and team work and how the 

choices made relate to environmental economics. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spheric Madness by Sylvain Foisy 

Above: One of only 5 

Gold Medals for 5th-8th 

grade was awarded to 

Kennedy Wilson for her 

sculpture "Go with the 

Flow". 

This Spring, North Country Art 

Teachers Association held the first 

annual NCATA K-8 Art Show at 

the BOCES center in Canton.  

Eleven AAK students were select-

ed to have their works included in 

the show.  Those students were 

fifth graders Julianna Collins and 

Saanvi Dhaniyala, sixth grader Ken-

nedy Wilson, seventh graders Gab-

bi Jones and Sylvain Foisy, and 

eighth graders Annie Yang and Jenn 

Zhang.  Congratulations to all!  

Annie  by Annie Yan 

Social media and adolescents are not always a good mix.  

Facebook, Instagram, Tumblr, Twitter, Snapchat, Meet-

Me, Whisper, and Yik Yak are a few of the social media 

apps that your child may use with or without your per-

mission.  On May 4th, Officer Matt Seymour from the 

Potsdam Police Department will be presenting on 

“Social Media & Your Kids”.  He will discuss information on 

Social Media safety protocols, settings and features, and 

provide useful parent and teen resources.  This presentation 

will start at 7:00 pm and be held in the A.A. Kingston Middle 

School Library.   

WHEN: May 4th, 2015 at 7pm 

WHERE: A.A. Kingston Library 

WHO: Officer Seymour, Potsdam PD 



 

Celebrating Women’s History Month 

 
A Place in History:  One student from each fifth grade 

class enjoyed lunch at Eben’s Hearth with Mrs. Tiernan and Miss 

Chevier to celebrate Women’s History Month.  Students com-

pleted research about a famous woman of their choice and de-

signed a placemat to be used at the restaurant throughout the 

day.  Jean-Sebastian Berard, Airianna Stone, Olivia Russell, and 

Alexis Richards were selected for the lunch outing.  The event 

was co-sponsored by AAUW of St. Lawrence County. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Regent Beverly Ouderkirk to 

Visit Potsdam 
 

New York State Board of Regents 

member Beverly L. Ouderkirk met 

with members of the state Assem-

bly on Tuesday, April 28, and an-

nounced a listening session 

scheduled for May 13 at 6pm in 

the Potsdam High School audi-

torium. 

 

 

The listening session will provide an opportunity for teachers, 

school administrators, students, and community members to 

provide input on teacher evaluations and curriculum. 

 

 

As we begin the last part of the school year, some 

tips for academic success… 

 

Daily Studying Tips 

 Do your homework! 

 Talk to your teacher! Ask questions during class or 

meet with your teacher before or after school if you 

need additional assistance. 

 Have you reviewed your notes/what you learned in 

class today? Can you summarize what you learned? If 

not . . . use your thinking maps and summarize. Prepa-

ration for tests and quizzes begins after the first day of 

class! 

 Do you understand, can you answer the objectives the 

teacher provided? 

 Can you use the term in a sentence and explain the 

importance? 

 Do you really understand, or are you just  regurgitating 

what the teacher said? 

 Questioning: Did you ask clarifying questions? What 

questions do you have for the teacher the next day? 

Make note of them and get them answered. 

 Teach someone else (this will help you realize what 

information you really don't understand) 
 If you are absent . . . take the time to learn what you 

missed. Check in with your teacher upon your return 

to class! 

 

Additional Study Tips  

 As you read, look up words you are unfamiliar with. 

 Ask questions in class when you are confused or strug-

gling to understand - chances are, others would like 

clarification as well. 

 Take notes as you read. Be an ACTIVE reader and note

-taker. Ask questions, summarize as you go, and review 

when you are finished. 

 Budget your time carefully - leave yourself plenty of 

quality time to complete your homework. 

 Form study groups to review for tests (and make sure 

you stay on task!) 

 Be in class each day. Everything teachers do each day 

has purpose. When you are absent you are indeed 

missing something important - a step along the journey. 

 Prepare for tests appropriately. If you are in the habit 

of "cramming" the night before a test, you will likely be 

disappointed with your results in this class. Be persis-

tent, and read and review each night - there is just too 

much to cram. 

 Most importantly, ask for help when you need it or if 

you feel overwhelmed. Teachers are more than happy 

to help! 

 



Visit our website: www.potsdam.k12.ny.us  and click on “Middle School” 

 

 

 

KEEP UP-TO-DATE! 

Daily Announcements 
Academic Intervention Services Information 

Common Core State Learning Standards Resources 
Calendar of Events 

Faculty Listing and email addresses 
Guidance Information 

Homework Calendars & Assignments 
Library Information 

Cafeteria Menu 
Health Services Information 

Newsletters 
Parent Resources 

Photo Gallery 
Principal's Corner 

School Tool 
Sport Practice Schedules 

Student Handbook 
Students of the Block 

Supply Lists 
Teacher & Grade Level Webpages 

Spring Concerts 

The 5th & 6th Grade Music Concert will be held  on Tuesday, May  19th, and the 7th & 8th Grade Music Con-

cert will be held on Wednesday, May 20th.  Both concerts will begin at 7:00 pm in the  AAK Cafeteria.  Students 

who are participating should arrive by 6:30 pm. 

 

 

AAK Library News 

The AAK Library celebrated National Poetry Month throughout April.  Students were encouraged to view the large displays and browse 

through the large variety of poetry collections.  Also, April 12-18 was National Library Week, beginning on the 12th with D.E.A.R. (Drop 

Everything and Read) in honor of author Beverly Cleary's birthday.  

 

 

Interact Club—Mrs. Brouwer 

The AAK InterActors are busily planning this 

year's Spring Fling, set for Friday, May 8th from 

7:30 to 9:30.  This event is open to 7th and 8th 

graders.  Proceeds will sponsor local students 

with special needs to attend the Dodge Pond 

summer camp.    

 

Mentoring Program—Mrs. Tiernan 

The Potsdam Mentoring Program held a fundraiser at A. A. 

Kingston Middle School for the Potsdam Humane Society. A big 

thanks to everyone who helped us out by donating. Recently, 

the mentoring students and mentors went to the Potsdam   

Humane Society to deliver the donations. While there, the stu-

dents were able to tour the site; this was an excel-

lent educational opportunity for the students. It takes many 

community members each volunteering a little of their time to 

help keep the Potsdam Humane Society such a success!  

https://sites.google.com/a/potsdam.k12.ny.us/home/a-a-kingston-middle-school/accounements
https://sites.google.com/a/potsdam.k12.ny.us/a-a-kingston-middle-school-ais/
http://www.engageny.org/
https://sites.google.com/a/potsdam.k12.ny.us/home/a-a-kingston-middle-school/aakcalendar
https://sites.google.com/a/potsdam.k12.ny.us/aakguidance/
https://sites.google.com/
http://pcm.sllboces.org/bin/search/beginner
https://sites.google.com/a/potsdam.k12.ny.us/home/at-a-glance/cafeteria-menu
https://sites.google.com/a/potsdam.k12.ny.us/home/a-a-kingston-middle-school/parent-information
https://sites.google.com/a/potsdam.k12.ny.us/home/a-a-kingston-middle-school/principal-s-corner
https://schooltool.neric.org/
https://docs.google.com/a/potsdam.k12.ny.us/file/d/0B2WVR_gP9b4XRi1xVHI5eWJtcUU/edit
https://sites.google.com/a/potsdam.k12.ny.us/home/a-a-kingston-middle-school/student-handbook
https://sites.google.com/a/potsdam.k12.ny.us/home/a-a-kingston-middle-school/teacher-s-pages

