
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 A. A. Kingston Middle School  
A School to Watch 

 

Email Update 

September 21, 2012 

Be SAFE  Be RESPONSIBLE  RESPECT others, yourself, and your school  Be INDUSTRIOUS and ENTHUSIASTIC 

Congressman Owens to visit A. A. Kingston Middle School! 
 
On Monday, September 24th, the Honorable Mr. Owens plans to visit AAK 
and view a school which has been recognized (for the second time) as a 
national model for middle-level education.  Mr. Owens will meet with the 
entire sixth grade class who have been learning about the two-party 
system, a fifth grade class who have constructed a few questions for our 
legislator, and possibly an art class.  He will also review our 9/11 tribute of 
Freedom Flags and the Remembrance quilt.  The Pinwheels for Peace will 
also be on display.  Before our visit to the academic areas, we will visit 
with Chef Dave to discuss the Healthy, Hunger Free Kids Act of 2010. 

 

FREEDOM FLAGS - Students in Todd Kaiser's fifth grade 

class acknowledged Patriot's Day by making Freedom Flags. 

The flags have four white stars representing the four planes 

that went down on September 11, 2001, three red stripes for 

the more than 3,000 people who died, two white stripes for 

the twin towers that fell and a blue shield symbolizing a blue 

sky for a new day of hope. Students read the poem 

"September Eleventh" by Roger Robicheau and had class 

discussion before creating their Freedom Flag. Students 

wrote in sections of the flag. On the stars, they wrote 

adjectives to describe the people who risked their lives to 

save others.."respectful, honest, courage, caring, and 

trustful" were just a few adjectives. On the white stripes, 

students wrote what they are thankful for.."having plenty of 

food and water, for freedom, and brave Americans" were 

some reasons. Inside the blue flap, students wrote why they 

are proud to be Americans..."I have civil rights, I'm safe, 

people fight for my life, and more privileges than other 

countries" were some examples. The students displayed their 

Freedom Flags for open house at AAK on September 13. 

2012.   

 

Visitors to AAK will get blown away by the 
beauty of our student-constructed pinwheels.  
Mrs. Huff’s art students created the pinwheels in 
recognition and celebration of International Day 
of Peace, September 21st.  The original plan to 
have the pinwheels ring our bus circle had to be 
altered due to weather.  Now we have the 
Pinwheels for Peace lining our main corridor.   

The American Red Cross is offering a Babysitter's 
training course Monday, October 8 73 Market 
street, Potsdam. The course provides youth; who 
are planning to babysit the knowledge and skills 
necessary to safely and responsibly give care to 
children and infants. This training will help 
participant’s develop leadership skills, and develop 
a business. As well as keep themselves and others 
safe. They will also learn about basic child care and 
basic first aid. To sign up for this training go to 
redcross.org click on take a class, type in babysitter 
training use zip code 13676, or call the Red Cross 
office 268-0102 ask for Sylvia.  



REMEMBRANCE QUILT - The students and their families were able to admire the "Remembrance Quilt" for the 
first time at the AAK's open house on September 13, 2012. Sixth grade students at AAK in Ms. McMahon's ELA 
classes spent the first few days of school learning about the events of September 11, 2001. They watched an age 
appropriate video and held class discussions. They were then asked to go home and speak to their families about 
where they were, how they felt, and what they remembered. The students created a "Remembrance Quilt" by 
designing a square depicting their view of that day in our history to 
be sewn together by special education teacher Teresa Fitzgerald. Mrs. 
Fitzgerald, with help from the students, arranged the squares around a 
quote by Henry M. Jackson. "America is not like a blanket - one 
piece of unbroken cloth, the same color, the same texture, the same 
size. America is more like a quilt - many patches, many pieces, many 
colors, many sizes, all woven and held together by a common 
thread." Some things students wrote on their square were:  "we will 
remember; you will never be forgotten; red, white and blue we're 
thankful for you; and united we stand." They drew pictures of hearts, 
flags, servicemen, and many other symbols representing the events of 
9/11. The quilt will be displayed at AAK for several weeks.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

SCHOOL SUPPLIES - A. A. Kingston Middle School principal, 

James Cruikshank, and Edward Jones employee Patti Walters, look 

over the supplies that were collected by the Edward Jones Branch 

Office of Gary Throop in Potsdam, as part of a national campaign. 

The BACK TO SCHOOL DROP OFF campaign upholds the belief 

that "Supporting our children strengthens our community." 
 

Calling all Mathletes!  MathCounts had their first interest meeting this past week.  If you’re interested but couldn’t 
attend that meeting, the please see Mrs. Tiernan in room 492. 
 
Drama Club is up and running.  Interested students can attend on Monday’s and Wednesday’s in the LGIR. 
 
The Crane Choral Practices class will once again be working with the 7th and 8th grade Chorus. There are 18 
college students enrolled in this class who will work with our vocalists.   
 
Let’s get active!  Kayakers and Hikers are taking full advantage of the beautiful weather.  Trips are planned right 
into October.  Talk to Mrs. Hayman if you’re interested. 

Welcome, Autumn!  



Calendar of Events 

September 28 & 29- Hall of Fame Weekend 
September 29 – Prescription Drug Take-Back 
October 5 – Early Release Day (10:30) 
 
For Modified Sports game schedules, please 
visit our school website.  The link to athletics 
is under the heading, “Home.” 

Due to the continuing increase in the rates of prescription 

drug abuse amongst primary and secondary school aged 

children, the Potsdam Village Police Department and the 

Potsdam Central School District would like to make every 

parent in the district aware of the upcoming National 

Prescription Drug Take-Back Initiative, Saturday 29 

September 2012. The location for this DEA sponsored 

opportunity to turn in old prescription drugs, including 

narcotic pain management medication, is at the Kinney 

Drug Store at 48 Maple Street in Potsdam, and it will run 

from 10:00am to 2:00pm. 

 

The national trends and ongoing studies concerning drug abuse by children of this age group indicate that the 

medicine and kitchen cabinets in their homes and those of their friends are the primary source for obtaining these 

medications. It is a widely held belief among children that taking prescription drugs to obtain a “high” is safer that 

using illegal street drugs since they are created in medical laboratories and prescribed by doctors. Unfortunately, 

due to the way these prescription drugs, especially narcotic pain killers, are being taken, i.e. crushed and snorted, 

the risk of adverse health effect and or death are still very real. By utilizing these periodic National Take-Back 

Initiative days to dispose of old prescription medications that you are no longer taking, you will help remove the 

source of some of these abused pills, patches, and liquids and keep our children and schools safer. 

 

For more information on the DEA’s National Take-Back Initiative please utilize the attached link: 

www.deadiversion.usdoj.gov/drug_disposal/takeback/index.html 
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Dear Colleague: 

 

I am writing to encourage your school to participate in the Dads Take your Child to School Day on Thursday, 

September 20, 2012. This is a statewide initiative that encourages fathers and father-figures to take their children 

to school and make a commitment to be involved in their children's education throughout the school year. School 

leaders can register their school to participate at online at: https://sites.google.com/site/dtyctsny/home. The 

website also includes planning materials to help schools promote the day within their schools.  

 

We know that when fathers and father-figures take an active role in their children's educational lives, children get 

better grades and enjoy school more than their peers, and are more likely to graduate. Please help us promote this 

innovative event to get fathers and father-figures more involved in their children's education.  

 

Thank you for everything you do to ensure that our students graduate high school ready for college and careers. 

 

Sincerely, 

Ken Slentz 

NYSED Deputy Commissioner, Office of P-12 Education 

 

 

 

 

 

Important Notice 

On Friday, October 5th, PCS will be releasing our students early so that our faculty and staff may participate in 

professional development activities.  The elementary will release the students at 11:30.  The middle and high 

schools will release the students at 10:30.  Thank you for understanding. 

https://sites.google.com/site/dtyctsny/home


         Library News 

All students now have easy remote access to the library databases.  These databases 

include: the Grolier Encyclopedias, World Book Encyclopedia, Amazing Animals of the World, 

CultureGrams and many others.  Please follow the directions below to get to them.  HAPPY 

EXPLORING! 

From the AAK website, click on “Library”.  Click on “Search for Success” under Web Links.  

The username is “AAKstoners” and the password is “search” (both without the quotation 

marks).  Please contact Mrs. Wood, the temporary librarian, if you need help or have a 

question. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


