
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 
      

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 A. A. Kingston Middle School  
A School to Watch 

 

Email Update 

May 4, 2012 

Be SAFE  Be RESPONSIBLE  RESPECT others, yourself, and your school  Be INDUSTRIOUS and ENTHUSIASTIC 

Calendar of Events 

May 10 – Potato Buffet  

May 28 – Memorial Day  

May 24 – 7th/8th Chorus at NYSSMA 

May 25 – Band Trip 

May 30 & 31 – Grade 8 Science Performance Exam 

June 1 – Show Choir Competition in Rochester 

 

Senior Jessica Matott presented her Capstone 
graduation project about Traumatic Brain 
Injuries (TBI) on this past Thursday to our 7th 
graders.  Jessica is well-versed in TBI and her 
presentation was excellent. 

 

This week AAK experienced a little drainage problem, 
resulting in a lovely wading pool in Mr. Cruikshank’s parking 
spot.  Another issue stemming from this problem is a small 
sinkhole in the back of AAK.  We will have a company here 
on Monday addressing this problem.  Until then, the AAK 
faculty enjoyed relaxing next to our new pool.   

 

Each year the PTSA sponsors a teacher and staff appreciation 
luncheon at AAK to show how much we appreciate what the 
AAK faculty and staff does for our children.   The success of 
this event depends on your help and donations.  The AAK 
Appreciation Lunch will be on Friday, May 18th.  Please 
contact me if you can help out by providing food, drinks or 
paper products, or if you have time to help set up and clean up 
on. Thanks! 

Suzanne Smith 
(315) 212-1278 (cell) 
smithsf@clarkson.edu 

 

Policy Review:  Bus Passes – If your child needs to 
ride a different bus home after school then he/she 
normally rides, then we need to have either an 
email or a signed note from a parent or guardian.  
Thank you. 
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The AAK InterAct Club is sponsoring Spring Fling 2012.  This 
7th and 8th grade dance is an opportunity for our students to 
enjoy socializing.  Many of our students have expressed an 
interest to dress-up for this occasion, but this is not necessary.  
Please do not feel that you must provide a new dress or shirt & 
tie for this dance…it is not the prom.  However, if your child is 
planning on dressing up, then please ensure that their attire is 
within the parameters of our school dress code.  Thank you 
for helping to ensure that the students are dressed 
appropriately for a middle school event.   

 

You can follow Mr. Cruikshank on Twitter 

@CruikshankJamie.  He also has a blog at 

www.foundationsofexcellence.blogspot.com, 

which is shared among education 

professionals through the New York State 

Middle School Association (@NYSMSA & 

www.nysmsa.org). 

The All-You-Can-Eat Potato Buffet and Chili Bar is coming back!!! 
 

Thursday, May 10, 2012 
5pm-7pm 

AAK Cafeteria 
 
The 8th graders are selling tickets for the dinner.  Some of you may have already purchased a ticket or 
two from an 8th grader.  If so, thank you!   If you have not yet bought any tickets and you would like to 
support their fundraising efforts for their trip to Albany and Lake George, please consider purchasing a 
pre-sale ticket.  The profits from tickets will aid the students with the travel expenses. 
 
There will be tickets available at the door as well.  However, pre-sale tickets help us determine a more 
accurate count to plan for food and beverages. 

Help your child succeed in school – sign up for free tutoring!  As a result of the federal No Child Left Behind 
(NCLB) Act, your child may be eligible to receive extra help in the areas of math, reading, and language arts.  
The NCLB regulations require that Supplemental Education Services (SES) – free tutoring be made available 
to all students in the school who are eligible for free and/or reduced price lunch.  This free tutoring is made 
available because your child’s school is in the first year of “school improvement.”  The organizational 
meeting will be on May 9th at 6:00 in the LGIR.   

 

http://www.foundationsofexcellence.blogspot.com/


 

School Budget News 

 

On Tuesday, May 15, 2012 the community will have the opportunity to vote on the school budget and 

elect three Board of Education members from a slate of six candidates— Danielle Gray, Dr. J. Patrick 

Turbett—incumbent, James Hubbard, Ann Carvill, Mary Ashley Carroll, and Sandra Morris.  Voting 

will take place in the High School Auditorium from 6:00 AM until 9:00 PM and we strongly encourage 

our school district residents to participate.  It has been a challenge to produce a budget with continued 

reductions in funding but the Board of Education has created a plan which we believe balances the 

needs of educating our students with the interests of our taxpayers. 

 

Budget Facts 

 

o Proposed 2012-13 Budget—$26,782,798 

o Budget Increase—3.8% or $989,363 

o Budget Cuts—$497,517 

o Amount to be Raised by Taxes—$11,390,271 

o Tax Levy Increase—2.9% or $320,938 

o Fund Balance/Reserves Used to Minimize Impact on Local Taxpayer—$2,147,546 

 

It is important to note that the District is presenting a budget with a 2.9% tax levy increase which is 

0.9% above our tax cap of 2%.  This levy increase is in line with other schools in our region and is at 

the rate of inflation which according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics is currently 2.7%.  The Board of 

Education has been urged by many in the community to go a reasonable amount above the cap to avoid 

further cuts in staff and programs.  The estimated difference in taxes of exceeding the tax cap by 0.9% 

amounts to an increase of $15 on a $70,000 home or $.04 per day and $21 for a $100,000 or $.05 per 

day.  Under the law, the District will need a 60% majority approving the budget to exceed the cap. 

 

We appreciate the many opinions we have heard through the community forums, public hearings, 

blogs, e-mails and other communications this year.  It has truly helped shape our decisions and 

confirmed for us the strong support for education we have in this community.  For more information 

about the budget please visit our website at www.potsdam.k12.ny.us and click on District Budget. 

 

http://www.potsdam.k12.ny.us/

