
In Flanders fields the poppies blow 

Between the crosses, row on row, 

That mark our place; and in the sky 

The larks, still bravely singing, fly 

Scarce heard amid the guns below. 

 

We are the Dead. Short days ago 

We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow, 

Loved and were loved, and now we lie 

In Flanders fields. 

 

Take up our quarrel with the foe: 

To you from failing hands we throw 

The torch; be yours to hold it high. 

If ye break faith with us who die 

We shall not sleep, though poppies grow 

In Flanders fields. 
 

  

 
On behalf of the Board of Education and Administration at PCS, I would like to thank the Potsdam 

community for their support on the school budget vote this past week.  Your support means a lot to 

us at AAK.  Thank you.  

 
 
 
 

As part of an extensive lesson about Memorial Day and what it means, Ms. Tooly and her class invited a local 
Veteran to speak about his experiences in the service. Before this visit, they had discussed the meaning of 
Memorial Day, watched a video on the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, and made 
Memorial Day Folders to hold all their hard work. 
 
The speaker was John Saucier who resides in Potsdam New York. He addressed 
the class telling them about his experiences in the Army. He also addressed his 
present involvement with the VFW and his affiliation with Fort Drum. We had 
him distribute U.S. flags for the students to bring home with them. 
 
Before he arrived, the students developed many questions that they wished to ask 
him. These questions were on index cards. We discussed speaker etiquette before 
he arrived. 
 
The students were very excited to hear him speak and were pleased that he came in to visit with them. Ms. Tooly 
and the other teachers in the classroom appreciated his willingness to do this so very much. 

 

During the early days of the Second Battle of Ypres a young 

Canadian artillery officer, Lieutenant Alexis Helmer, was killed on 2nd May, 

1915 in the gun positions near Ypres. An exploding German artillery shell 

landed near him. He was serving in the same Canadian artillery unit as a 

friend of his, the Canadian military doctor and artillery commander Major 

John McCrae. 

As the brigade doctor, John McCrae was asked to conduct the burial 

service for Alexis because the chaplain had been called away somewhere else 

on duty that evening. It is believed that later that evening, after the burial, 

John began the draft for his now famous poem “In Flanders Fields”. 
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Happy Memorial Day!  Thank a Veteran for all you have. 

We Shall Never Forget 



Calendar of Events 

May 27 – Memorial Day  
May 30 – AAK Show Choir & Stage Band 
  at the Norwood Village Green 
May 31 – AAK Show Choir  

to Darien Lake Competition 
 
For Modified Sports game schedules, please 
visit our school website.  The link to athletics 
is under the heading, “Home.”  

Sports physicals are taking place next week for 
students in 6th, 7th, and 8th grade who are planning to play a 
school sport next school year. Mrs. Foote reports that many 
students have failed to turn in the yellow sports form 
required for a sports physical. If a student does not have a 
physical, they will not be eligible to play a school sport. If 
your child is having a physical with their own physician, 
please have him/her see Mrs. Foote to receive the forms you 
will need to have completed by the physician. All private 
physical forms are due to Mrs. Foote by August 1st. 

Mrs. Foote can be reached by email or phone at 265-
2000 ext. 517. 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
HOME AND CAREERS - Seventh grade students at AAK Middle School take a 
home and careers class with Mrs. Falvey. Recently, Mrs. Falvey discussed E-coli 
and salmonella with the students. They were taught the proper handling of 
hamburgers and eggs including cross and recontamination. After their discussion, 
each student had to cook their own egg and hamburger. Pictured: Makenzie Martin 
checking to see if her egg is done.    
 

Mrs. Dunkelberg’s 7th grade science classes recently 

experienced two learning labs.  The children dissected 

flowers and learned about all the intricate parts.  In a 

different lesson, the children grew their own crystals.   

 

 

This past week our 7th & 8th graders amazed the audience during the 
AAK Annual Spring Concert.  This was a wonderful complement to 
the work of the entire music department at PCS.  During the evening, 
there were many wonderful words spoken about Mrs. Witmer, HS 
music teacher who will be retiring at the end of this school year.   

 

The 7th & 8th grade band and chorus, joined by the 5th & 6th grade 

chorus, traveled to South Jefferson CSD for NYSMSA Major 

Organization.  All three groups scored Silver rating – very respectable 

for groups that don’t require an audition.  Great job, kids. 

AAK Welcomes Mrs. Tooly!  Mrs. 
Tooly will be finishing the year for 
Mrs. McGregor, who welcomed a son 
into the world.  Our best wishes to the 
McGregor’s. 

 



Our 6th graders spent time last week providing service to a local community.  Crary Mills has never looked better.  
Our students cleaned the playground and even made some minor repairs to the equipment.  Of course, their job 
wasn’t complete until they made sure the equipment was safe – so they had to try things out.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  

 

Our middle school students will soon have visitors during their PE classes.  Dr. Russek, 
an Associate Professor in the Physical Therapy Department at Clarkson University, will 
be working with our students.  They will provide many activities as part of their 
academic development which will be helpful to our students.  We welcome Dr. Russek 
and her students in this continuation of a long-standing collaboration.   

 

 

 

 


