
Calendar of Events 

May 16 – Welcome to High School Night  
          (exiting 8th grader’s & family- 6:00) 

May 16 – 5th & 6th Grade Spring Concert (7:30) 
May 17 – Spring Fling (7th & 8th) 
May 21 – Budget Vote  
May 21 – 7th & 8th Grade Spring Concert (7:00) 
May 27 – Memorial Day  
 
For Modified Sports game schedules, please visit 
our school website.  The link to athletics is under 
the heading, “Home.”  

 

  

 

REMINDER 

The School Budget vote and Board of Education elections 

will be on May 21st.  Polls will be open from 6:00 AM to 

9:00 PM in the High School Auditorium.  

Please visit our website for more 

information.  If you have any questions 

then feel free to contact Superintendent 

Brady at 265-2000 ext. 733.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

A. A. Kingston Middle School  
A School to Watch 

 
Email Update 

May 10, 2013 

Be SAFE  Be RESPONSIBLE  RESPECT others, yourself, and your school  Be INDUSTRIOUS and ENTHUSIASTIC 

Good luck to our Chess Team!  Eight of our AAKer’s will 
be participating in a Chess Tournament in Malone on this 
Saturday. 

The AAK Faculty and Staff wishes to send a big “Thank You” to all the supportive parents 
who contributed to the Teacher Appreciation Luncheon.  We understand that collaboration 
and positive relationships are the gears behind successful students.  We appreciate the 
support and look for more collaboration with you in the future.  Thank you.  

Last week Mrs. Snyder’s class celebrated Cinco de 

Mayo by learning about the Mexican culture, location, 

history, holidays and celebrations. We created and filled 

pinatas, a Mexican paper quilt and prepared food for our 

outdoor fiesta. The food that was prepared included 

chicken quesadilla's, salsa, guacamole, sangria, and a 

chocolate dessert. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://sites.google.com/a/potsdam.k12.ny.us/home/at-a-glance/district-budget/2013-2014


The 1st Annual Potsdam Central Lego Robotics Exhibition was a huge success! Between Jen Herrick (LA 
program) and Michelle Garrow (AAK program) we had 125+ kids participate in grades 3-8. Lawrence Ave 
produced 8 teams and AAK had 5 teams- all of which had between 4-10 participants. The Lawrence Ave teams 
worked under the direction of a parent coach and the AAK teams worked independently (although we did 
appreciate the help of a couple of parents and 1 mentor who volunteered when they could). This was the 
culminating event for the students who began working on Tuesdays after school in January.  

At the exhibition, the students got to see how the FLL (First Lego League) Tournament is run and got to 
practice each of the components. Student teams each met with a judge who interviewed them and scored them on 
team work, problem solving and "gracious professionalism". (A big Thank You to Brian Trzaskos for judging this!) 

Next, students were asked to come up with a problem that impacts Senior Citizens and complete a 
research project or presentation (movie, powerpoint, skit) on an innovation to help address this problem. This was 
a great opportunity for students to let their creativity shine! These were videotaped in advance and played for 
parents and visitors to watch throughout the exhibition. (Thanks to Jan and Charlie for scoring all of these 
presentations!) 

Each team created a robot using Lego MindStorm NXT kits provided by Clarkson University. These 
robots were each assessed on design and capabilities and programming. Finally, the robots then competed in 
various challenges to earn points based on programs directed by the students. Each team got 2 turns to try to 
amass as many points as possible during their 2.5 minutes at the competition tables. (Thank you to Dr. Jim Carroll 
and the Clarkson robotics students for doing the competition scoring and robot design judging!) 

The AAK team "Lego Bosses" scored the highest overall total and will be invited to compete as the AAK 
representatives at the FLL competition in the Fall of 2013. They are Ashwin Ajit, Noah Bohl, Evan Davis, 
Matthew Bradley, Sam Helenbrook, Nolan Anderson, Nathaniel French, and Morgan Busch...all 5th grade 
students. Way to go boys!!! 

The students did a fabulous job! They learned a lot about robotics, programming, public speaking, 
interviewing and most importantly teamwork! We look forward to doing this again next year.  

With the coming of warmer weather I feel that it’s important to remind everyone of our school policy with regards to 
student dress.  Please help reinforce this with your children and keep in mind that this pertains to ALL school 
functions, including the coming Spring Fling for 7th and 8th graders.  Thank you.   

Student Dress Code 
The following shall be deemed unacceptable on school grounds, school buses and at school functions.  Inappropriate attire includes, but 
is not limited to: 

 Shirts which expose cleavage, undergarments, or midriffs. 

 Spaghetti or thin strap tank-tops.  

 Shirts which are open-backed. 

 Shirts which expose arm-pit hair. 

 Clothing that is too revealing including fabric that is “see through.” 

 Shorts and skirts which are too tight or too short, allowing for potential exposure.   

 Shorts, skirts, or pants which allow for undergarments to be visible. 

 Clothing that distracts. 

 Clothing and jewelry that presents a hazard (ex. Sandals in technology class). 

 Clothing and jewelry bearing vulgar, profane, or drug or alcohol related messages. 
The Potsdam Central School District places an emphasis on student achievement.  Students may be required to modify their 

appearance by replacing, covering and or removing the offending item. 
AAK appreciates the support of families. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students in 8th grade general music were busy creating blues 

compositions during the month of April. They wrote their own 

lyrics in an AAB blues form, sang an improvised melody using 

the blues scale, and added a 12 bar blues chord progression and 

a walking bass line on guitar. Their compositions were very 

entertaining and creative. A favorite was the DBQ Blues! 

 Mrs. Dunkelberg and her 7th grade students are going 

green.  They have constructed a compost pile and are 

responsible for collecting the biodegradables and 

managing the pile.  The students have studied the 

effects of decomposition and will have some authentic 

experience with the AAK Compost Pile. 

 
Mme Brouwer's 8th grade French classes have been working on foreign country vocabulary. We recently held an 

International Forum for which students became "experts" on an assigned country and were responsible for 

answering questions posed by classmates...tout en français, bien sûr! The Spanish students will have their turn next 

week.   

 

Thank you for supporting… 

 our Staff. 

our Teachers. 

   our Students. 

    our Community. 


