
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 
      

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 A. A. Kingston Middle School  
A School to Watch 

 

Email Update 

April 27, 2012 

Be SAFE  Be RESPONSIBLE  RESPECT others, yourself, and your school  Be INDUSTRIOUS and ENTHUSIASTIC 

Calendar of Events 

May 10 – Potato Buffet  

May 28 – Memorial Day  

May 24 – 7th/8th Chorus at NYSSMA 

May 25 – Band Trip 

May 30 & 31 – Grade 8 Science Performance Exam 

June 1 – Show Choir Competition in Rochester 

 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Drop Off / Pick Up for our 7th and 8th graders has 
changed.  Because of a damaged exterior door, we 
are asking parents of 7th and 8th graders to drop-off 
and pick-up their children in the back loop of the 
middle school.  They must know use the main 
back entrance of the school instead of the door at 
the side of the building.   

Attention students currently in grades 6, 7, and 8 

Sports sign-ups for next school year are taking place 
in the nurse’s office.  See Mrs. Foote for your blue 
physical forms and for any questions. 

There will be a parent meeting on Tuesday, May 1 at 6:30 pm 
in the AAK Band Room, regarding the Montreal trip for 7-8 
Band. Parents/guardians of 7th and 8th grade band members 
are encouraged to attend. 

The PTSA is holding a second book fair at the elementary 
school on Friday, May 4th. This will be a shorter version of 
the earlier book fair.  It is running from Thursday evening, 
LAE open house, thru to the end of the day on Friday which 
includes Grandparents Day. There will be more stock 
present and for every book purchased the school will 
receive a book as well.  It’s buy one, get one free.  

Senior Jessica Matott will be presenting her 
Capstone graduation project about Traumatic 
Brain Injuries (TBI) on Thursday May 3rd to 
our 7th graders.  Jessica is well-versed in TBI 
and her presentation will be excellent. 

 

 

 

  Students preparing for and taking the NYS Exams. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You can follow Mr. Cruikshank on Twitter @CruikshankJamie.  He also has a blog at 

www.foundationsofexcellence.blogspot.com, which is shared among education professionals through 

the New York State Middle School Association (@NYSMSA & www.nysmsa.org).   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The AAK Drama Club students presented a play 
during the SUNY Potsdam Lougheed-Kofoed 
Festival of the Arts.  On Wednesday, April 25th, our 
students performed in the Black Box Theater.  They 
were very excited about this opportunity to be a part 
of the Festival and their advisors are equally 
excited, too.  

5th-8th grade soccer intramurals will be offered on 
Wednesdays and Mondays in May and June.  Sign 
up ASAP.  We are starting next Wednesday, May 2.  
Information and sign-ups are located at the 
Intramural corner by the gym and outside of room 
406.  For more information see Mrs. Hayman, Mr. 
Benda or Mrs. Cowen-Wilson. 

It's THAT time again Lip-Sync!!  The Lip-Sync contest is scheduled for Thursday, June 14th at 7:00 p.m. in the 
AAK Cafeteria. 

This is the shaking of the trees to find those who might want to be involved this year.  It was great having some 
LA teachers help last year.  I am currently looking for any/all of the following: 

People willing to:  Help with tickets, programs, organizing, prizes, Judge (I need 4-5), & MC.  Participate by 

putting together a group to perform (Bieber and the Babes were absolutely fabulous last year). 

This is a very positive way to publicize and become involved with the school community.  Here are some ideas.  

How about a parents group?  A BOE group?  A custodian group?  An administrator group?  PTSA? Music 

Friends?  A High School Group?  Senior group?  A Spanish Club group?  Any department, club, or team even 

could do one.  I would also like to encourage all the 5th grade classes to participate like Ms. Tharrett’s class did 

last year.  If you choose to do so, I will make the 5th grade class portion of lip sync a contest in and of itself with a 

prize for the winning class.   

Please let me know if you would like to join us for lip sync this year by Monday. May 14th. 

Thanks and happy syncing, 

Laura DiMatteo 

 

 

 

 

 

Before the test…a little relaxation. 

http://www.foundationsofexcellence.blogspot.com/


 

Dear parents, 

Last Thursday was our last Science Programming Club meeting for the school year.  I told the students 

during Club last week but I neglected to mention it to the parents until now, sorry for the late notice! 

I'd like to thank you for allowing and encouraging your children to come to Science Club week after 

week.  What began as an eight week Scratch Programming class morphed into a real Club for 

programming for many more weeks than planned; every week, kids with different abilities and interests 

came together and had fun learning fairly complex programming.  With different themes and projects 

every week, students learned to quickly and independently make little programs, some of which we 

posted on our Science Club Scratch page, scratch.mit.edu/users/ScienceClub.  If you haven't checked it 

out, please do so! 

You should be very proud of the progress your children have made, almost without their noticing; with 

almost every single student starting as a complete novice at the beginning of the year, now every regular 

attendee can toss off programs with the basic building blocks of all programming languages almost 

without thinking.  Like all foreign languages, the earlier you learn, the easier it is, and programming 

languages are no exception. 

I hope your children will continue to experiment with Scratch or other programming languages on their 

own.  Thanks for letting them come to Science Club this year! 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Eunice Cheung 

This year’s St. Lawrence County Talent Challenge will be held on Thursday, May 24th at 7pm at 
Lisbon Central School.  Auditions will take place on Thursday, May 17th at Lisbon Central School.  
All students from grades 3 – 12 are encouraged to audition.  Any time that we can get a student up on 
stage to perform, it is helping build their self-confidence and self-esteem.  This year all proceeds from 
this event will go to help four families in financial need that are currently battling pediatric cancer in 
St. Lawrence County.  These kids are - 3 year old Oliver White who is battling Leukemia from 
Canton, 14 year old Travis Gilbert who is battling a brain tumor from Canton, 5 year old Jacob 
Marcellus who is battling a brain tumor from Norwood and Kristen Hayes who is also battling 
Leukemia from Gourverneur.  Please forward this application to your music teachers and have them 
encourage their students to come audition and perform to help those kids in our county that are in 
need.  Deadline for all applications is May 12th.   THANK YOU! 

Sincerely, 

Carmen and Blake Gendebien    Email:  JulesofLife@wildblue.net 

Co-Founders - Jules of Life Foundation   Website:  www.JulesofLife.com 

 

mailto:JulesofLife@wildblue.net
http://www.julesoflife.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We made it!  Our students completed 270 minutes of state assessments in mathematics this week.  
It was a marathon, but they made it through.  The exams contained many unexpected questions 
this year.  NYS’s new testing company, Pearson, was paid $32 million dollars to develop these 
exams.  Pearson experienced a lot of disbelief and criticism after NYS threw-out six questions 
referring to a pineapple on the ELA grade 8 exam, informed us that the grade 8 math exam had 
one question which had no correct answer, and a fourth grade math exam which had a question 
with two correct answers.  There were also a number of mistakes on the exams translated for our 
English Language Learners and the scoring guide.     

 

 
 

 


