
 

Well Done! 
 
Violet Dean and Melanie 
Atkinson competed in the Scripps 
Regional Spelling Bee at 
LaFargeville, NY this week.  The 
girls did a great job with Violet 
placing 10th and Melanie placing 
21st.  It was an intense bee! 
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Be SAFE  Be RESPONSIBLE  RESPECT others, yourself, and your school  Be INDUSTRIOUS and ENTHUSIASTIC 

Calendar of Events 

April 6-13 – Spring Break 

April 17-19 – NYS ELA Exams 

April 25-27 – NYS Math Exams 

HOLD THE DATE! 

New York State Assessments will be given earlier this year than in 
past years.  The NYS ELA Exam will be given over three days:  April 
17, 18, & 19.  The NYS Mathematics Exam will be given over three 
days, too:  April 25, 26, & 27.  As mandated by NYS, we must ensure 
that every child take these exams, so we respectfully ask that families 
make every effort to have their children in school on those dates.   

For the 7th and 8th grade band performance in Montreal this spring, 
students are preparing a program of Canadiana and Americana--
We will feature a medley of Canadian folk tunes called The 
Voyageurs, after the French explorers who traveled up the St. 
Lawrence River, as well a set by Henry Mancini, a setting of the 
American classic song, Shenandoah and music from the hit movie, 
The Lord of the Rings, Fellowship of the Ring. 

Clarkson University Offers Digital Privacy & Safety 

Forum Wednesday 

Clarkson University's Information Technology, Human Resources, and 

Marketing& External Relations offices will host an interactive forum to discuss 

issues of privacy and safety in the increasingly digital world on Wednesday, 

March 21, from 3-4 p.m. in the new Student Center forum. 

The session will examine security issues surrounding the use of social networking 

sites, the benefits and risks of using smartphones with locations-based services, 

and security of cloud-based services such as Google Apps and Microsoft Live. 

Bring your devices and questions.  The presenters will show attendees how to 

toggle geo-tagging on photos, lock down smartphone, locate a lost device, and 

much more. 

Attendees who register for the event at http://stayingsafe.eventbrite.comwill be 

entered into a drawing to receive an Aramark gift certificate. 

The event is free and open to the public. 

If you have any questions, please contact Erin Towne at 315-268-6730. 
 

The Garrett Phillips Memorial Kickball 
Tournament For Kids will be held on March 
31, 2012.  If you are interested in playing you 
can pick up the sign-up sheet in the office.  Each 
player must collect a min. of $10 to play.  Entry 
forms and sponsor sheets are due by March 21. 



  

 

 

 
      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I’d like to remind people that 
children should not be using their 
cellphones during school hours.  
While we recognize that many of 
our students do have phones, we 
expect that they’ll keep them in 
their locker during school hours.  
If there is an emergency and you 
need to contact your child then 
please call our office.  Parents 
should not be contacting their 
children during the school day on 
cell phones.  This causes a 
disruption during class.  Thank 
you for your support. 

 

 As the warmer weather approaches, I’d like to remind all parents that AAK does 
have expectations with regard to proper dress.  As stated in the Student 
Handbook: 

 In keeping with community standards of behavior … The following shall be 
deemed unacceptable on school grounds, school buses and at school functions.  
Inappropriate attire includes, but is not limited to: 

 Shirts which expose cleavage, undergarments, or midriffs. 
 Spaghetti or thin strap tank-tops.  
 Shirts which are open-backed. 
 Shirts which expose arm-pit hair. 
 Clothing that is too revealing including fabric that is “see through.” 
 Shorts and skirts which are too tight or too short, allowing for potential 

exposure.   
 Shorts, skirts, or pants which allow for undergarments to be visible. 
 Clothing that distracts. 
 Clothing and jewelry that presents a hazard (ex. Sandals in technology class). 
 Clothing and jewelry bearing vulgar, profane, or drug or alcohol related 

messages. 
 
The Potsdam Central School District places an emphasis on student achievement.  
Students may be required to modify their appearance by replacing, covering and 
or removing the offending item. 

For all you Twitter fans, you can 
follow Mr. Cruikshank 

@CruikshankJamie.  You can also 
find him through @nysmsa. 

 

FOOD FEST! 
This past Thursday AAKer’s 
experienced a culinary delight 
from around the world.  Our 
annual 8th grade Food Fest, a 
culminating activity on 
immigration and world cultures, 
found many of our students 
preparing traditional foods from 
around the world.  Thanks to all 
who helped with this tremendous 
event.   

The PTSA will be continuing its hosting of our school’s principals with a 
presentation by High School Principal Joanne Chambers on the High School 
Capstoner Project.  This is an excellent opportunity to meet this principal, learn 
about an exciting aspect of our high school programming and ask questions.   
Mrs. Chamber’s presentation will begin at 6:30pm in the library at Lawrence 
Avenue Elementary School and will be immediately followed by a general 
business meeting of the PTSA at 7:30pm.   

The Science Club students have been busy with computer programming this 
semester.  Thanks to Dr. Cheung for her volunteer time in providing this 
opportunity.  You can check-out what our students have been up to at 
http://scratch.mit.edu/users/ScienceClub.  
 

It has come to my attention that we have had a number of people who have not been 

receiving emails from me for the past few months.  This was the result of two 

independent issues.  The first issue was with yahoo, which has been rectified.  The 

second issue was with our student management software, School Tool.  We believe that 

this newest problem has been taken care of.  We apologize for any inconvenience.   

Please visit our website for previous newsletters that you may have missed. 

http://scratch.mit.edu/users/ScienceClub

