
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Groundhog’s Day 

 A. A. Kingston Middle School  
A School to Watch 

 

Email Update 

February 3, 2012 

Be SAFE  Be RESPONSIBLE  RESPECT others, yourself, and your school  Be INDUSTRIOUS and ENTHUSIASTIC 

Calendar of Events 

February 3 – Report Cards Mailed 

February 10 – 5th/6th Fun Night 

February 17 – 7th/8th Fun Night  

February 20-24 – Mid-Winter Break 

March 9 – Interim Reports Mailed 

March 16 – Staff Development Day  

HOLD THE DATE!  New York State Assessments will be given 
earlier this year than in past years.  The NYS ELA Exam will be 
given over three days:  April 17, 18, & 19.  The NYS Mathematics 
Exam will be given over three days, too:  April 25, 26, & 27.  As 
mandated by NYS, we must ensure that every child take these 
exams, so we respectfully ask that families make every effort to 
have their children in school on those dates.   

The VanRipers (the authors for 
the Adirondack Kids series) will 
be visiting LAE and AAK on 
March 1st and 2nd.  The entire 
5th grade class will have an hour 
presentation with the authors on 
March 1st.  Books may be pre-
ordered through the teachers.   

 
Our MathCounts competitive 
team will be attending the local 
competition on February 4th.  This 
competition will be held at 
Clarkson University.   

 
 

Yeah! 
We recently received notice from 
the Karen Bage, Director at the 
St. Lawrence Health Initiative 
that PCS will receive $1,000.  
This grant will be to support our 
action plans for a healthy 
afterschool program.  

The 7th and 8th grade orchestra students attended the Ethel concert at 
Crane this past week.  CPS gave us free tickets and the CPS interns came 
in and gave us an introduction to the concert.  The New York Times 
describes Ethel as a "high octane chamber group."  See 
http://www.ethelcentral.com/ for more information.  It was very exciting! 

Mrs. Saber’s 6th grade students are 
creating Chinese Dragon puppets in 
celebration of Chinese New Year and as 
an introduction to a unit on Ancient 
China.  2012 is the "Year of the Dragon"! 

 

On January 25 and 26, our Orchestras, Bands and Choruses performed their 
winter concerts. Stage Band gave a short Groundhog's Eve concert on 
February 1. These events were well-attended, with lots of proud students 
and parents, as the students sang and played with lots of skill and style! 

The 7th and 8th grade band 
continues to fundraise for their trip 
to Montreal on May 25-26. They 
are planning to host a 7th and 8th 
grade Fun Night/Dance on Friday, 
February 17, with special wacky 
games and fun prizes. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please mark your calendars for 
Wednesday, March 7 at 7pm in 
the High School Gym: It's our 
every-3-years All-District Band 
Night! Come and hear bands 
from 4th through 12th grades, 
including one work which will 
be performed by a 300+ person 
"mass band." Our students 
always look forward to this 
event, as it is such fun for the 
youngest students to play right 
next to some of the oldest, and 
to make such a big and beautiful 
blended sound. 

Mr. Kaiser's class is thoroughly 
enjoying the book Touching 
Spirit Bear by Ben Mikaelsen.  
Cole Mathews, the main 
character, is experiencing Circle 
Justice.  The community 
determines the consequence 
rather than the judicial system.  
The students are learning about 
choices and how they impact 
the future.  The students have 
had some great discussions 
about how making good choices 
prevents living life with regrets. If you haven’t signed up for a 

spring modified (7th/8th) 

sport, then see Mrs. Foote. 

Go Sandstoners! 


