
 

 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 A. A. Kingston Middle School  
A School to Watch 

 
Email Update 

November 22, 2011 

Be SAFE  Be RESPONSIBLE  RESPECT others, yourself, and your school  Be INDUSTRIOUS and ENTHUSIASTIC 

Calendar of Events 
November 23-25 – Thanksgiving Holiday 

November 28 – Modified Sport Practice begins 

December 16 – Interim Reports mailed 

December 23-30 – Winter Break 

 

 

Skating Intramurals will be offered for 
5th-8th graders.  5th graders will skate on 
Tuesdays and 6-8th graders will skate 
on Thursdays.  You can get 
information and permission slips at the 
Intramural Corner.  See Mrs. Hayman 
for more details. 

Congratulations to School Psychologist Sarah Baker!  We received the following e-mail from Mary Kay Hafer, New 
York Association of School Psychologists State Secretary. 

“Congratulations to Potsdam Central School's very own Sarah Baker, for being the featured school 
psychologist in NYASP's (New York Association of School Psychologists) new feature called "Spot Light 
on" which is found in the NYASP "Progress Notes" website.  This website is an off-shoot of our main 
www.nyasp.org website and highlights NYASP's issues, legislative initiatives and the accomplishments of 
our members. The website is viewed by our membership, legislators, state agencies and other key decision 
makers. We hope you will pass it on to others in your district and beyond!  Again, congratulations to Sarah!”  

The following is the excerpt from the ‘Spotlight”: 

This month's spotlight shines on school psychologist Sarah Baker.  Sarah works at Potsdam Central School in 
Potsdam, NY, which is located in Northern New York, just miles from the Adirondack Park. Sarah earned her 
graduate degree in School Psychology from SUNY Plattsburgh and currently is assigned to the Middle 
School in Potsdam.  She is also called on to lend a hand at both the elementary and high schools within her 
school district.  Though located in a rural district, Potsdam is host to two colleges (SUNY Potsdam and 
Clarkson University) so there is a rather diverse population within her district. 

Typically, Sarah's duties included evaluation and re-evaluation, counseling (group and individual) teacher 
and administrator consultation, happily less often, crisis intervention and post-vention. 

"I appreciate NYASP's advocacy work on behalf of school psychologists, as NYASP seems to be able to help 
legislators understand what it is we do and why it's important."  

When asked what makes her most proud of being a school psychologist, Sarah responded, "I am proudest 
when a good evaluation is actually used as a part of making a solid plan for a student.  This and having good 
outcomes for my counseling students are easily the best parts of the job for me." 

http://www.nyasp.org/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The 6th grade students in Mrs. Garrow’s AIS Reading class recently 
completed reading the book The View from Saturday by E.L. 
Konigsburg.  This book is about 4 students who end up as part of an 
academic bowl team.   

When they first started this book, the kids had a hard time "getting into 
it" but as time went on they discovered that they could all relate to one 
character or another.  Their interest grew in the book and we decided to 
do a culminating project based on the book.  The story talks about the 
children's weekly "tea parties", calligraphy, and what is important to 
each of them so we decided to have our own "tea party" (cocoa and 
cookies).   The students also experimented with calligraphy (using 
materials Mrs. Huff graciously loaned to us) and did a written and oral 
presentation in front of their peers and other faculty members.  
Following the presentation, Mrs. Wood took the students to the library 
and showed them a website where they could actually listen to the 
author read excerpts from the book. 

The Girls and Boys Modified 
Basketball teams will begin practice 
next Monday, November 28th.  The 
girls will practice in the AAK Gym 
daily from 2:30-4:00, and the boys 
will practice in the AAK Gym daily 
from 7:00 – 8:30. 

AAK InterAct Club members 
Logan Martin, Mac Neaton, 
Marissa McIntosh, Rebecca 
Miller, and Jane Wang helped 
collect donations of food and 
money at Save-a-Lot 
Supermarket in Potsdam last 
Saturday. Four large boxes of 
food items and more than $60.00 
were collected for the 
Thanksgiving Baskets project 
organized by St. Mary's Church 
for those in need in our 
community.  Thank you to all 
who helped with this event. 

The AAK 6th graders planted spring bulbs in the garden boxes in the Quad 
between the elementary and the middle school. This was a wonderful time 
for our students to get their hands dirty and work to make our garden 
beautiful.   

Yeah CSEA!  The Neighborhood Center is, once again, in need of hygiene 
products.  Last year our CSEA collected the much appreciated donations 
which were used to help those less fortunate, who simply could not afford 
the basic essentials of life.  It’s a great cause, and CSEA is proud to be a 
part of it. 

This year the Neighborhood Center is also in need of Clorox wipes and 
basic office supplies such as folders, pens, pencils, paper, etc.  Our CSEA 
Unit 8421 is busy collecting these materials.  If anyone would like to 
donate to this then please see the office secretaries. 

This past week, a pancake breakfast was held at the Potsdam High School Cafeteria.  This was a fundraiser for the 
AAK 7th and 8th grade band’s trip to Montreal in May, 2012.  Everyone enjoyed the breakfast and there were lots of 
kids working.  Mr. Cruikshank fully enjoyed his pancakes with real maple syrup.  

Happy Thanksgiving! 


