
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 A. A. Kingston Middle School  
A School to Watch 

 

Email Update 

September 5, 2011 

Be SAFE  Be RESPONSIBLE  RESPECT others, yourself, and your school  Be INDUSTRIOUS and ENTHUSIASTIC 

Calendar of Events 

September 6 – School Opens 

September 7 – Open House 

September 21 – Picture Day 

November 10 – Report Card Conference Day 

Modified Sports 

The Modified Sports season for our 7th and 8th grade students 

has begun for the 2011 fall season.  PCS offers football, boys 

and girls soccer, boys and girls cross-country, and swimming 

for our students.   

The football team began practice on August 22nd and they 

continue to prepare for their first scrimmage on September 9th.   

Our soccer teams began practice on August 29th and they will 

work to prepare to face their first opponents.  The boys will 

begin on September 10th and the girls on September 14th.   

Our cross-country runners started practice on August 29th.  

They will work hard to prepare for their first scrimmage on 

September 8th. 

Our lady swimmers have taken to the water for practice on 

August 29th, too.  Their first trial will be on September 9th.   

We have also had athletes from the middle school compete on 

the high school volleyball and cheerleading squads.  An up-to-

date list of practices can be found on our district homepage 

and clicking, “Athletics” on the left hand column.  A 

complete fall schedule can be found on the right hand 

column by clicking on “Sports Schedules.”  Let’s get out and 

support our kids! 

Good luck Sandstoners!!! 

Student Dress Code 
The following shall be deemed unacceptable on 
school grounds, school buses and at school 
functions.  Inappropriate attire includes, but is not 
limited to: 

 Shirts which expose cleavage, undergarments, 
or midriffs. 

 Spaghetti or thin strap tank-tops.  

 Shirts which are open-backed. 

 Shirts which expose arm-pit hair. 

 Clothing that is too revealing including fabric 
that is “see through.” 

 Shorts and skirts which are too tight or too 
short, allowing for potential exposure.   

 Shorts, skirts, or pants which allow for 
undergarments to be visible. 

 Clothing that distracts. 

 Clothing and jewelry that presents a hazard 
(ex. Sandals in technology class). 

 Clothing and jewelry bearing vulgar, profane, 
or drug or alcohol related messages. 
The Potsdam Central School District places 

an emphasis on student achievement.  Students 
may be required to modify their appearance by 
replacing, covering and or removing the offending 
item. 

AAK appreciates the support of families. 

 

Student Cell Phones 

AAK recognizes the necessity for some children to be 

provided with cell phones by their parents.  We respectfully 

ask that cell phones be turned off during school hours and 

kept in the student lockers.  Please reinforce this with your 

children.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student Drop-Off and Pick-Up 

For the parent’s convenience, we have a House 1 student drop-off/pick-up for our fifth and sixth graders.  This 

area is part of the front parking lot which is shared with Lawrence Avenue Elementary.  Student pick-up/drop-off 

for our seventh and eighth graders in House 2 will be along the access road leading to the back parking lot.  We 

expect parents of seventh and eighth graders to follow the flow of traffic and not pull off into this zone contrary to 

traffic.  Please drop your House 2 children off as you are exiting the back parking area.  The bus loop in the back of 

AAK will be used by buses from neighboring schools transporting BOCES students.  We will no longer accept 

private vehicles parking outside of designated areas; please, do not park along the bus circles unless you are in a 

designated parking space.  This includes after hours activities. 

The new Board of Education Policy 4710, Grading & Homework, was fully implemented in the 2010-2011 
school year. I encourage all parents (and students!) to read this policy in its entirety. This, and all BOE policies, can 
be found on the district’s website. Click on the Board of Education link, and then select “policies.”  This page 
contains a search feature where you can enter either a policy number or a topic. 

The policy establishes a number of guidelines for teachers to ensure that grading practices across the district 
are consistent, accurate, fair, meaningful, and tied to the NYS Learning Standards. We believe that grades should 
reflect achievement, and other important characteristics, such as attitude and effort, should be reported separately. 

Below are some of the highlights of this policy. If you have any questions about any aspect of the policy, 
please feel free to contact me, and I will do my best to provide clarification. 

 The policy suggests that teachers differentiate between assignments that are designed for practice (formative) 
and those designed to assess what a student has learned (summative). Formative assignments should be 
evaluated but not necessarily graded. If they are graded, the grades will comprise no more than 10% of a 
student’s average. Please note that most, but not all, homework is formative. Assignments done outside of class 
that assess what a student knows can, and will, be graded. 

 Students who do not complete assignments will be given disciplinary consequences. Summative assignments 
turned in late may receive a score that is reduced by 10% (or a letter grade). 

 Teachers may assign a score of 50 (F) for summative assignments that are not completed.  However, at PCS, 
teachers are encouraged to give a report card grade of Incomplete when a student has failed to submit 
summative assignments. We want to hold students accountable for completing this work. 

 We will no longer accept a grade of 0 for work not submitted. Again, we want to hold students to a higher 
standard and ensure that the work is done. 

 Teachers will be expected to keep their SchoolTool grade book current and to communicate with parents when a 
student is not being successful. We understand the importance of working with you. 
 
During the 2011-12 school year, PCS will be evaluating the effectiveness of this policy.  It is our assumption 

that this policy has resulted in more accurate grades and increased expectations for students.   
 
Jamie Cruikshank 
Middle School Principal 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parents Need to Know 
School & Friends – Helping your adolescent with School and Academic Success 

 
As children enter the preteen and teen years, it is natural for them to become independent from the family. 

Friends will play a larger role in their lives, so it is important to help them foster healthy friendships and strong 
peer relationships. At the same time, peer pressure may increase, causing complex emotional feelings that we 
sometimes describe as teenage angst. Children who are confident and feel good about themselves are more able to 
resist negative peer pressure and make better choices for themselves. You can help bolster self-esteem and 
encourage your adolescent to take on the added social and academic responsibility that goes along with growing 
independence. 

Be an involved parent. Decades of research indicate that when parents are involved, students have higher 
grades, test scores, and graduation rates; better school attendance; increased motivation and better self-esteem; and 
more positive attitudes and behaviors. In fact, the more intensely parents are involved, the more beneficial the 
achievement effects. 

Encourage your child to try new things. School is full of “firsts” but some kids can be wary of trying 
something new if they don’t think they will do well. Remind your child of his or her strengths and of the times 
when she thought she couldn’t do something but finally did. 

Provide a safe environment for expressing opinions. Knowing how to communicate effectively takes 
practice. Be sure to include your child in family discussions at the dinner table, in the car, while watching the 
news. Talk about what’s happening in the world and solicit their opinion: If your child feels comfortable 
articulating ideas with you, chances are they’ll feel confident participating in classroom discussions and connecting 
on a social level with friends. 

Be a good listener. If your kids know that you are genuinely interested in and respect what they are doing 
in school or with friends, they’ll be more confident and motivated to succeed. 

Praise the effort, not the grade. Self-confidence rises out of a sense of competence. In other words, kids 
develop confidence not because parents tell them they’re great, but because of their achievements, big and small. 
Sure, it’s good to hear encouraging words from mom and dad. But words of praise mean more when they refer to a 
child’s specific efforts or new abilities. 

Stay on the sidelines. Remind your child that you are proud of them and have confidence in them, and then 
step aside and give them the opportunity to try something new, make mistakes, and learn from them. The more 
opportunities your child has to practice solving problems outside of school, the better equipped they’ll be to handle 
them in the classroom, on the playground, and beyond. 

Get to know your child’s friends and their parents. Have your child’s friends over or invite them along on a 
family activity. Taking friends hiking, fishing, or a picnic, or to a show can help strengthen relationships and help 
you feel comfortable with them. Also take the time to chat with their parents whenever possible to learn more 
about their parenting style and home environment. 

Positive parenting. Be aware of how your adolescent reacts to his or her friends while helping them 
develop their own sense of right and wrong. Talk with them about risky things friends may pressure them to do, 
like smoking or dangerous physical dares. 

Your ongoing involvement in your adolescent’s life can help them become independent, while building 
their sense of responsibility and self-confidence at the same time. As their positive self-image grows, so will their 
academic and social success. 

 
Source: Scholastic, 2010 



 

 

A.A.K. Open House Schedule 

Wednesday, September 7
th

, 2011 

 

Schedule – by Grade level 

Time Parents of 5th 

Grade 

Meet in LIBRARY 

Parents of 6th 

Grade 

Meet in 

GYMNASIUM 

Parents of 7th 

Grade 

Meet in LGIR 

Parents of 8th 

Grade 

Meet in 

CAFETERIA  

5:30 - 5:42 Phys. Ed. Art Music PTSA 

5:42 - 5:54 Art PTSA Library Phys. Ed. 

5:54 - 6:06 Music Library PTSA Art 

6:06 - 6:18 Library Phys. Ed Art Music 

6:18 – 6:30 PTSA Music Phys. Ed. Library 

 

6:30 – 6:55  

 Refreshment Break and Classroom Walk-Through 

 Title I parent meeting in Room 425. 

 Special Education parent meeting in individual teacher rooms. 

 Parents are encouraged to visit their children’s classrooms.  

7:00 – 7:40 5th Grade 

Teachers will be 

available to meet 

with parents in 

their classrooms 

6th Grade Team 

Meeting (Gym) 

7th Grade Team 

Meeting (LGIR) 

8th Grade Team 

Meeting 

(Cafeteria) 

7:40 – 8:00  8th Grade meeting for Integrated Algebra, Earth Science, and Honors 
Humanities                                  (Cafeteria)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Open House at AAK is organized a little differently than it is in the 

elementary.  At AAK, we offer you a short amount of time with our 

expressive arts teachers.  They rotate into the different parent groups.  

Then, there is a period of time which you may explore your school, after 

which we gather once again for grade-level teacher presentations.  We look 

forward to meeting new and ‘old’ friends.   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Intramurals Begin at AAK 

Mrs. Hayman has set an ambitious schedule for Intramurals this September.  She’s hiking on Mondays 

and Kayaking on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays.  More information is found in the AAK Lobby, 

where students must sign-up.  As usual, all trips will be weather permitting.   

Here are the dates: 

Kayak 9/13, 9/14, 9/15 
Hike 9/19; Kayak 9/20, 9/21, 9/22  
Hike 9/26; Kayak  9/27, 9/28, 9/29 
Hike 10/3; (Kayak  10/4, 10/5, 10/6) make up days           
Hike 10/11 (Tuesday) 

Drama Club 

Yeah!  Once again AAK will be offering a very popular Drama 
Club.  Drama students working with SUNY Potsdam professor Dr. 
Jay Pecora will lead this group.  Drama Club will be on Mondays 
and Wednesdays, beginning on September 12th in the LGIR.  
Students can either be picked-up or ride the elementary bus home.   

 

A. A. Kingston Middle School 
Mission Statement 

 
The staff and students of A. A. Kingston Middle School accept the responsibility of providing a 
safe, orderly, humanistic, cooperative environment.  Learning is valued.  Exposure to the arts and 
enriched life experiences is emphasized.  Master of basic skills is a fundamental goal.  We 
recognize and foster the acceptance of individual differences.  We encourage each student to 
progress intellectually, socially, emotionally, and physically to his/her greatest potential, thus 
developing a positive self-image.  We are committed to fostering communication and cooperation 
among parents, teachers, and students, and to preparing each student to become a lifelong 
learner and contributing member of society. 
 

Education is not the filling of a pail, but the lighting of a fire. 
W. B. Yeats 

 


