
Calendar of Events 

February 18-22 – Mid-Winter Break 
 
For Modified Sports game schedules, 
please visit our school website.  The link 
to athletics is under the heading, “Home.”  

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
With the state assessments coming in April, the school has 

begun to receive a lot of information regarding the exam 

procedure.  Below is a link from Steven Katz, Director of 

State Assessment, about the requirements for Student 

Participation in these assessments.  
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/assessment/ei/2013/student-participation.pdf  

AAK MISSION STATEMENT - The staff and students of A. A. Kingston Middle 
School accept the responsibility of providing a safe, orderly, humanistic, cooperative 
environment.  Learning is valued.  Exposure to the arts and enriched life experiences is 
emphasized.  Master of basic skills is a fundamental goal.  We recognize and foster the 
acceptance of individual differences.  We encourage each student to progress 
intellectually, socially, emotionally, and physically to his/her greatest potential, thus 
developing a positive self-image.  We are committed to fostering communication and 
cooperation among parents, teachers, and students, and to preparing each student to 
become a life-long learner and contributing member of society. 

 A. A. Kingston Middle School  
A School to Watch 

 
Email Update 

February 1, 2013 

Be SAFE  Be RESPONSIBLE  RESPECT others, yourself, and your school  Be INDUSTRIOUS and ENTHUSIASTIC 

 

 

   

This past week, students in Mrs. Dunkelber’s FLEX group helped to read to Sue Corbett's Pre-K class.  This activity 
was great for both our seventh graders and our younger counter-parts. 

 
Today our Mathletes are competing in the St. 

Lawrence-Franklin Chapter Competition for 

MATHCOUNTS.  Good luck to our students as 

they look to take-on students from around the 

North Country. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.p12.nysed.gov/assessment/ei/2013/student-participation.pdf


This year, New York State schools will be assessed on a new curriculum in ELA and Mathematics.  The former 
curricula implemented in 2005 have been replaced with the Common Core Learning Standards (CCLS).  As such, 
the state assessments will reflect these changes.  Here are the key common core test changes for both the ELA and 
math exams.  

ELA Tests 

 Speaking and listening will no longer be 
assessed; 

 All text passages will be authentic; 

 Some text passages may express opinions with 
which the reader may disagree;  

 Text passages may be longer and more rigorous 
than on past tests; 

 Text will be more complex, more informational; 

 ELA tests will be split into four books 
administered across three days; and 

 Grades 3 and 4 will have a shorter maximum 
testing time. 
 

Math Tests 

 Focus emphasis on mathematics content and 
standards. (Not all standards are recommended 
to receive the same amount of instructional 
time);  

 Questions may assess multiple standards 
simultaneously; 

 Grades 3 and 4 tests will have a shorter 
maximum time; 

 Revised SED guidance on math tools, reference 
sheets; and 

 Students in grades 6-8 will not be using 
calculators with book 1; calculators will be 
required on books 2 and 3. 

The following are two questions from the 5
th

 grade curriculum.  The first is representative of a question our 

students would have had to answer from the 2005 (old) curriculum.  The second is an example of how the 

(new) Common Core Learning Standards will assess a similar standard. 

 

TRY THESE TWO PROBLEMS 

 

[Old Test Question] 

NY State Test Item 5
th

 Grade Math (2005)  
 

 

Pierre is making an apple crumb pie using the 

items below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How much total sugar must Pierre use to make 

the pie crumb and filling? 

 

A. 7/12 cup 

B. 2/6 cup 

C. ¾ cup 

D. 2/3 cup 

[New Test Question] 

Example: Common Core Performance Task 

5
th

 Grade Math 
 

Stuffed with Pizza 

 

Tito and Luis are stuffed with pizza!  Tito at one-

fourth of a cheese pizza.  Tito ate three-eighths of 

a pepperoni pizza.  Tito ate one-half of a 

mushroom pizza.  Luis ate five-eighths of a 

cheese pizza.  Luis ate the other half of the 

mushroom pizza.  All the pizzas were the same 

size.  Tito says he ate more pizza than Luis 

because Luis did not eat any pepperoni pizza.  

Luis says they each ate the same amount of pizza.  

Who is correct?  Show all your mathematical 

thinking. 

 

 

APPLE CRUMB PIE 
    CRUMB      FILLING 
¾ cup flour  4 cups sliced apples 
1/3 cup sugar  1/3 cup sugar 
¼ cup butter  ½ cup raisins 

Here are links to more examples for both past and current test questions. 
http://engageny.org/resource/new-york-state-common-core-sample-questions 

http://www.p12.nysed.gov/assessment/english/samplers/ela.html 

 

http://engageny.org/resource/new-york-state-common-core-sample-questions
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/assessment/english/samplers/ela.html


 

Dear Parents, 

 

 

Last week every classroom teacher from Pre-K to 5
th

 grade received a $50 Potsdam Chamber Gift 

Certificate from the PTSA.  We have wanted to help our teachers for some time in this way since, as you 

may be aware, many of them spend their own dollars to educate and care for our children in their 

classrooms.  These grade levels were identified with principal input as those that frequently require 

teachers to provide extra materials. 

 

We also have some extra gift certificates available for other teachers who have out-of-pocket classroom 

expenses (with receipts). 

 

The PTSA had some funds that we were able to allocate to make this happen this year but now we would 

like to ask you for your help. We would love to make this an annual event and can do so by ‘paying it 

forward’.  Gift cards for this year have been sent out, but any parents who would like to contribute to this 

project may do so now and we will put it in a fund so that we can do the same next year. 

 

Please find a return slip below to return with your donation.  Alternatively, you may make a donation 

online using a credit card by entering the address below into your browser: 

 

http://vols.pt/THH1pe 

 

This will allow you to make your contribution through our VolunteerSpot site using WePay.  WePay 

charges a small surcharge for this service. 

 

 

 

Thank you 

Potsdam PTSA 

 

 

 

    Maureen Moose             Michelle O’Brien    Debbie Shipp        Rachel Wallace 

mooseterp@yahoo.com       mooseterp@yahoo.com        dforryan@hotmail.com        rmhw@verizon.net 

 

 

 

 

 

Name   

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Teacher (current)________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Amount contributed towards next year’s gift card ____________________________________ 

 

 

http://vols.pt/THH1pe
mailto:mooseterp@yahoo.com
mailto:mooseterp@yahoo.com
mailto:dforryan@hotmail.com
mailto:rmhw@verizon.net


“Brrr! It’s Cold Outside:” Tips on Keeping your Loved Ones Safe 
and Warm this winter 
 
This article was written by SLU Student, Jacqueline Ashley Grey, and sponsored by the 
North Country Symposium Energy Task Force. 
 
With temperatures lingering in 
the teens and below, icy wind, 
and blankets of snow, keeping 
your home both safe and warm 
this winter is key. Luckily, this 
is not difficult; with a few 
simple steps, you’ll protect your 
loved ones this winter. 
 
WHERE’D ALL THE HEAT 
GO? 
 
Install Programmable 
Thermostats 
Set your programmable 
thermostat as low as 
comfortably possible. 
You’ll save heating oil and 
reduce your heating costs by up 
to 10 percent! (Alliance to Save 
Energy). 
 
Replace Filters and 
Clean Heating 
Registers Regularly 
The dirt that accumulates within 
filters and heating registers 

slows airflow and forces your 
heating system to work harder 
than it should. To improve heat 
circulation, change filters and 
clean heating registers once a 
month. 
 
Passive Solar Heating 
During the day, open draperies 
and shades on your south-facing 
windows. This allows more 
sunlight to enter your home. At 
night, close draperies to reduce 
heat loss. This is a simple chore 
for the kids, teaching a valuable 
heat saving practice. 
 
In addition to these heat saving 
strategies, try concentrating heat 
in a room where family 
members are during the day; 
make sure nothing blocks 
radiators; and check your 
home’s heating functionality in 
the fall. 
 
HOW’S YOUR AIR 
DOING? 
Assess the air quality of your 
home. Check your home for 
harmful chemicals such as 

radon, lead and carbon 
monoxide that can rise in winter 
months. 
 
Carbon Monoxide 
Carbon monoxide threats occur 
especially in the winter when 
gas, oil, kerosene, wood, or 
charcoal is burned. 
Under normal conditions, 
burning of these fuels cause CO 
poisoning; but if equipment is 
not working properly, dangerous 
levels may be produced. A 
scary, but true fact is that CO 
can kill you even before you are 
aware that it’s in your home! 
Small amounts of CO may cause 
flu-like and large amounts can 
kill you. Installing a CO detector 
in your home can protect your 
family from this danger. 
 
One of the best ways to show 
your love this Valentine’s Day 
is to keep your home safe and 
warm. Saving heat and assuring 
clean air will create a safe, 
warm, cozy, home for your 
family this season. 

 
 
 
 

 

 


