
 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
We received some good news this week from The Potsdam Educational Opportunities Fund (PEOF).  Mrs. 
McGregor applied for and was granted a request for money to spend on making the AAK Cafeteria a positive 
place to be.  She will purchase additional items for the children to use when they have finished their lunch.  

Playing cards, math games, graphic novels, and other individual and group games will be used to 
enhance the environment for the students.   
 
PEOF was begun by a group of parents and community members who were concerned about the 
effects of recent state aid cuts on our schools. The goal was to provide resources to teachers, the 

educators of Potsdam’s children, so that they could use their creativity and energy to enrich learning 
within the schools. With the support of our local businesses, citizens, and a generous alumnus of 
Potsdam Central Schools PEOF was able to start the fund, bringing these resources to the schools – 
and ultimately to the students.  Information about how YOU can contribute this this fund can be found 
at https://sites.google.com/a/potsdam.k12.ny.us/home/educational-opportunities-fund. We thank PEOF 
for their generosity and their investment in our children.   
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What can AAKer’s do for the Sandy Hook Elementary School students? 
The students from Newtown, Connecticut will be returning to school in January and the Parent-
volunteers there are working to ensure that the students are welcomed back by a winter 
wonderland with the entire school decorated with as many unique snowflakes as possible.  WE 
CAN HELP BY MAKING SNOWFLAKES.  Through the efforts of our PTSA, we are asking for 
everyone to take some time this Winter Break to make a snowflake (or more).  There’s a 
collection box in AAK’s lobby and our snowflakes will join the other snowflakes from around our 
great country.  They will adorn their new school and help welcome these children back to school.  

 

 

 

This past Wednesday, December 19th, the MathCounts program at AAK held their local competition to determine this 
year's MathCounts' team members. The students had to complete the sprint round which consists of answering as many 
out of 30 questions as possible in 40 minutes. The top four students who qualified for the team are Austin Robar (8th), 
Marie Peploski (8th), Adam Bollt (6th), and Iva Petrovic (7th). The following students qualified to compete as 
individuals: Joshua Vandervelde (6th), Isabel Pecora (7th), Jennifer Zhang (6th), Melanie Atkinson (7th), and Violet 
Dean (7th). These nine students will compete at the Regional MathCounts Competition which is hosted by Clarkson. It 
is tentatively set for Saturday, February 2nd. Congratulations and good luck to our AAK Mathletes. 

 

https://sites.google.com/a/potsdam.k12.ny.us/home/educational-opportunities-fund


Operation Backpack Challenge a success!  Mrs. Zender would like to extend a huge "thank you" for all of the 
support.  Parents, students, faculty, and staff all pitched in so that others aren’t hungry during our Winter Break.  

A special thanks to Mrs. Garrow who, without blinking, stepped up to run Penny Wars for the 
entire week.  This year we set a record in the amount of money collected with over $1,000.00 
from the students.  (That’s a lot of pennies!)  The winning grade-level of the Penny Wars was 
the 8th grade.  Mrs. Zender, Mrs. Baxter, and Mr. Cruikshank served them cookies this last 
week during lunch as a thank you for their work. 
 

A big thank you to Ms. Tharrett and Mrs. Garrow for organizing the first-ever AAK Holiday Vendor Fair! This 
was not only a great event to attend but was also a huge benefit to the Backpack Program this year, bringing in 
over $700.00 for our families as well as a room full of food!  A special thanks to Mrs. Brouwer and the Interact 
Club for their continued support of the program.  She and the students worked at the vendor fair and have helped 
in all arenas of the Backpack Program from collecting raffle tickets to organizing the food pantry. Thanks and 
well done! 
 
The care that we show to the students and the families of PCS through the Backpack Challenge 
is inspiring! Thanks to all for helping out, and a HUGE thank you to Mrs. Zender for 
beginning and sustaining this wonderful program.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This past Friday, the choruses from AAK went caroling at the Mayfield Apartment Complex.  
Joyous songs were sung and our students were warmly greeted by many of the residents.  Mrs. 
DiMatteo then took our caroler’s for a treat at McDonalds.  It was a fitting scene with new fallen 
snow and the voices of children singing.   

 
Many faculty, staff, and students have helped “ring the bell” for the Salvation Army.  Students from 
Mr. McGowan’s class and Ms. Tharrett’s Mentor Program spent time in the snow and cold.  Many 
of the adults from AAK were also seen taking a turn at ringing.   
 

 

 

 

Students from Mrs. McGregor’s class 
spent this past month collecting donations 
of food, blankets, and various cleaning 
supplies for the Potsdam Animal Shelter.  
On Thursday of this past week they 
delivered these donations.  The children 
also spent time helping with the animals.  
They thank all who donated. 

 

 

 

 

 



Calendar of Events 

December 24-January 1 – Winter Break 
January 8 or 9 – High School Planning Night (for 8th graders) 
January 21 – Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 
 
For Modified Sports game schedules, please visit our school 
website.  The link to athletics is under the heading, “Home.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Follow Mr. Cruikshank on Twitter  
@CruikshankJamie  

or  
visit his blog  

www.foundationsofexcellence.blogspot.com 

Thank you to all who donated to our Warm Coat project.  Through your efforts, combined with the efforts from 

SUNY Potsdam, Clarkson University, Kiwanis, and individual community members, there will be more people 

properly dressed for the North Country Winters.  Well done! 

U-G-L-Y spells ugly.  On Thursday, 
the AAK adults adored themselves with 
their best ugly sweaters.  It was nice to 
smile as our teachers showed humility 
as they broke-out their holiday best.  
(Mr. Kaiser really outdid himself.) 

 

This past Friday, our faculty and staff 
wore green in support of the courage, 
bravery, and loss suffered at Sandy Hook 
Elementary School.  Green is Sandy 
Hook Elementary School’s color.   

Each year, as a Holiday Treat, our 8th graders watch A Christmas Carole; the good one with George C. Scott.  
After which, they vote, matching each character with an adult from school.  Here are the results of "A Cast of 
Characters." 

Scrooge Mr. Flynn 
Jacob Marley: Mr. Vaccaro 
Bob Crachit: Mr. McGowan 
Past: Mrs. Baxter 
Present: Mr. Centofanti 
Future: Mrs. Munger 
Mr. Fezziwig: Mr. Burlingame 

 
 

 

 

http://www.foundationsofexcellence.blogspot.com/

