
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The PTSA Author Committee works to organize an annual visit by a children's author. Our goal is to invite 
authors who appeal to different age groups in our elementary and middle school on alternate years. This is an 

exciting event for students and can be a great inspiration for their reading and writing efforts. 
Last year we hosted the VanRippers, authors of the "Adirondack Kids" book series. They spent 
time with our older elementary grades, some 5th graders from AAK, in addition to a family 
night presentation open to kids of all ages and their families. This year we are looking at an 
author/illustrator that may have more appeal to some of the younger elementary school 
students.  

 
This year we have a great committee with enough people to ensure that no one person needs to take on a large 
amount of work. We will continue to finalize details for this year's visit and ensure that the visit is fun for 
students, teachers and families. We need to begin planning next year's visit, with the goal of planning an event that 
will appeal to our middle school students. Currently, all but one of the members of the Author Visit Committee 
are the parent of elementary school students. We are looking for a few middle school parents to join our 
committee to help work on next year's visit. The committee meets infrequently and often 
"discusses" via e-mail. This is a great way to get (or stay) involved with your child's school and 
should be manageable even for working parents. If you would like more information, or would like to 
become involved, please contact the committee chairperson Ruth Policella at policera@potsdam.edu. 

 A. A. Kingston Middle School  
A School to Watch 

 
Email Update 

November 30, 2012 

Be SAFE  Be RESPONSIBLE  RESPECT others, yourself, and your school  Be INDUSTRIOUS and ENTHUSIASTIC 

The AAK InterAct Club is seeking donations of holiday cards for the annual "Holiday Mail for Heroes" project. 

InterAct members will give AAK students the opportunity to sign the cards during lunch periods the first week of 

December. The Red Cross will then distribute the cards, sending thanks and wishes of good will to injured veterans 

around the globe. Donations of holiday cards may be placed is Ms. Brouwer's mailbox in the Main Office. 

Too many Northern New Yorkers must choose between putting food on their 
table and purchasing new coats, hats, mittens, or boots for the winter. You can 
make a difference this winter by donating new or gently used winter clothing 
during our coat drive. Through our coalition of community volunteers, our goal 
is to collect as many new or gently used, freshly laundered winter weather attire 
and to deliver them to men, women, and children who would be otherwise cold.  
You can drop-off your donations at the middle school main lobby.   
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Calendar of Events 

December 4 – 5th & 6th Grade Winter Concert 
December 6 – 7th & 8th Grade Winter Concert 
December 24-January 1 – Winter Break 
January 21 – Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 
 
For Modified Sports game schedules, please 
visit our school website.  The link to athletics is 
under the heading, “Home.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kans for Kids:  Kans for Kids is a group of middle school students that want to make a difference in other 
people’s lives. ALL of the profits will go to The Holiday fund, which is an organization where you can donate 
Christmas presents to those less fortunate than us in our area. These kids may wake up on Christmas wondering if 
Santa came, or if they were forgotten about. Well, you can make a difference in these children’s life just by giving 
some cans and bottles. You can go to CJ’S in Potsdam and ask to donate your bottles under the account name 
“Kans for Kids” and make a difference in those children’s life. No child deserves to be forgotten. 

 
Where: At CJ’S in Potsdam 

When:  October 5th – December 15th   

Why: To change the way children think about the holidays 

Please help us in achieving our goal of $500. Help these less fortunate. Thank you!  The can drive will be held on 

Friday, December 7th from 3:00pm- 7:00pm, 2012. You could also drop of cash donations to Scott’s Auto Center 

in Potsdam (152 Market Street). You could also help by coming to AAK during the time of the can drive,and visit 

the Kan’s for Kids booth at the school’s craft fair. Kans for Kids is made possible by Makenzie Martin, Brigid 

Barstow, Hunter Wilson, and Breanna Cardinal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AAK Kids making a difference! 

 



 
 
For the third year, staff and students at A.A. Kingston Middle School, Potsdam Central School, have 
made it their mission to help combat hunger this holiday season. Over 63% of New York State 
Children qualify for free or reduced lunch. Their families rely on these resources to keep their 
children healthy and well-nourished during the school week. What happens to some of these 
children once school lets out for the long holiday breaks? The AAK Backpack Challenge is a way to 
provide children from food-insecure households the nutritious food they need when they are not in 
school for extended periods of time. In the first and second year of the program, every family in the 
Potsdam Central School District who indicated a need was able to be served through the generous donations of the 
community for all extended school vacations.  
 
Throughout December, staff and students will be discussing the critical issue of poverty. Through various 

activities we hope to highlight to our students the importance of helping our classmates, neighbors, and friends 

during their time of need. From December 10th - December 14th grade levels will compete in a "Penny War" to 

fundraise for any perishable items to be added to the backpacks (i.e. fresh fruit and bread). There will also be a 

Hat Day and Dress Down Day on Friday, December 14th. 

In addition, this year there will be a Food Drive and Vendor Fair on December 7th from 3-7pm at A.A. Kingston 

Middle School in the cafeteria which will be open to the public. Come out to show your support. For every 5 non-

perishable food items or $5 cash donation, you will be entered to win one of many fabulous prizes. There are over 

thirteen vendors and gift wrapping is available. Gift wrapping and food collection will be helped by the Interact 

Club and PTSA. 

To help support the Backpack Program you may drop off donation items to A.A. Kingston Middle School (outer 

Lawrence Avenue) or you may send items with an AAK student to school. If you wish to donate monetarily, 

checks may be made out to: A.A. Kingston Activities Fund with "Interact" written in the 

memo and can be mailed to: A.A. Kingston Middle School, Care of: Kristen Zender, 29 

Leroy Street, Potsdam, NY 13676. Items needed have been listed below for your 

convenience. If you have questions about Operation AAK Backpack Challenge, please 

contact Middle School Guidance Counselor Kristen Zender at 265-2000 extension 521 or via 

email: kzender@potsdam.k12.ny.us. 

Items being collected: Bread, Peanut Butter, Jelly, Cans of Soup, cup of Noodles, Macaroni and Cheese, Snack 

size fruit cups, Spaghettios, Fruit Snacks, Juice Boxes, Apples/Oranges, Granola Bars, Crackers, Cereal, Oatmeal, 

Pop-Tarts, Tuna fish, Trail Mix, Raisins, Apple Sauce, etc. Glass items are requested to be delivered in person.  
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Dear AAK Students & Families, 

 

Let’s not forget our fuzzy friends during this holiday season!  

 

The Potsdam Humane Society has a wish list of items needed to help ensure the 
health and well-being of their animals. All donations can be dropped off at the main 
office or in Mrs. McGregor’s class during the month of December. The following 
items were included on their “Wish List”: 

 Canned dog and cat food 

 Dry dog and cat food 

 Cat treats 

 Dog treats (no real bones, please) 

 Paper towels 

 Scoop-able cat litter 

 Kong toys 

 Copier Paper 

 Laser printer 

 Stiff bristled broom to sweep sidewalks 

 Mop buckets with wringer 

 Kuranda Bed (for a dog or a cat) 

 

Thank you! 

Mrs. McGregor’s Class 

 


