
Calendar of Events 

October 27 – Make a Difference Day 
November 12 – Veterans Day 
November 14 – 11:30 Dismissal for grade 5  

Parent-Teacher Conferences 
November 15 – 10:30 Dismissal for AAK,  

Report Card Night 
November 21-23 – Thanksgiving Holiday  
 
For Modified Sports game schedules, please 
visit our school website.  The link to athletics is 
under the heading, “Home.”  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 A. A. Kingston Middle School  
A School to Watch 

 
Email Update 

October 26, 2012 

Be SAFE  Be RESPONSIBLE  RESPECT others, yourself, and your school  Be INDUSTRIOUS and ENTHUSIASTIC 

Mrs. Garrow will be starting-up Lego Robotics as a club this 
year.  Interested students should listen to the announcements 
for starting dates. 

On November 2nd, our 8th graders will be attending a field 
trip to the BOCES Seaway Tech Campus.  While there, 
they will be exposed to a variety of career and technical 
opportunities which may provide options for them as they 
plan for high school.  On their way back to AAK, they 
will take a stop at the Bayside Cemetery for the beginning 
of an interdisciplinary unit with ELA, Social Studies, and 
Art, titled, “Potsdam and the Civil War.”  In the 
afternoon, our 8th graders will be meeting with the high 
school guidance counselors to continue their high school 
planning. 

 

I would appreciate everyone’s support in providing a positive and safe environment for our children on Halloween.  
The following are guidelines for students who are planning to wear costumes during school on Halloween.  Please 
share with your homeroom students. 

1. Students must use hair spray at home.  Applying hair color and spray will not be permitted after students arrive 
at school. 

2. If students wear hats, they must be part of the costume and they must not be so large as to distract students 
sitting behind them.   

3. Costumes must be appropriate for school and must not be a distraction or inhibit movement.  Costumes and 
makeup that include open wounds are not permitted. 

4. Masks or parts of the costume that cover the face are not permitted. 
5. No weapons of any kind are permitted in school even if they are part of the costume.  This includes but is not 

limited to toy guns, swords, knives, etc. 
We would also like to remind everyone that candy is generally not permitted to be consumed during school.  As 
always, we appreciate your support. 

 



 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
This past week AAK recognized the anniversary of the tragic events which took one of our own students away.  
Garrett Phillips was a tremendous young man with a big smile and a big heart.  He was a hard-working student 
who made friends easily.  Our students were provided an opportunity to Make a Difference in someone else’s life 
in honor of someone.  Many students have selected 
to Make a Difference in Garrett’s name.  Our 
teachers, students, and community miss Garrett.  
This was evident as our community gathered for a 
concert benefitting the Garrett Phillips Memorial 
Fund.  This was organized by a very talented 
senior, Troy O’Brien.  His talents were showcased 
along with other North Country youths, including 
Kayla Phillips, Cousin to Garrett.  The concert 
raised over $1400 plus a very generous donation of 
$750 from the Mega-Reunion Committee.  This 
night was capped-off with a candlelight vigil at the location of the future memorial near the athletic fields.  The 
vigil was solemn, but after a few people spoke, the students began to sing.  It was a beautiful night.  Our hearts are 
with the family of Garrett Phillips. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Team 7 will be concluding an interdisciplinary unit between ELA and Social Studies 

this week.  They will have a culminating activity on Monday, October 29th where 

students will host the Native American Artifact Museum.  Younger students will be 

able to attend and hear individualized presentations from our 7th graders. 

 

On October 31st, our fifth graders will 
experience a day of scary fun.  There 
will be logic puzzles, games to practice 
dictionary skills, graphing activities, 
word searches, word scrambles, and 
mazes.  The highlight of the day will be a 
flashlight reading in the dark and spooky 
library.  This annual occasion offers a 
nice curricular diversion for our 
youngest students. 

Great job to our fifth graders in Operation Thanksgiving Care 
Package.  They collected canned goods and boxed food and sent it 
to a Battalion currently serving in Afghanistan.  The 2D Brigade 
Support Battalion supporting the 303rd Military Police Company, a 
group of U.S. Army reservists presently serving in Afghanistan, 
will certainly have a nice Thanksgiving thanks to our caring 
students.  Our students recognize the importance to helping our 
service men and women who are deployed to a combat zone far 
from their homes and loved ones.  A big THANK YOU to 5th grade 
Doug Saber and Assistant Varsity Soccer Coach Ron Yacketta for 
organizing this effort.   
 

 

 



 
This past Thursday, Friday, and Saturday, Principal Cruikshank attended the New York State Middle School 
Association’s Annual State Conference.  Being on the Board of Directors for this organization he was able to 
spend time with the keynote speakers, such as Kim Marshall who is a guru in the field of leadership and has a 
state-approved evaluation rubric for principals.  Retired teacher Jim McIntyre who spoke on the value of 
relationship-building as a primary focus for education, and Harvey Silver is an expert in student learning styles.  

There were also many “practitioner workshops” where top middle-level teachers 
from around the state demonstrated their successful programs.  Principal 
Cruikshank also attended the awards banquet where A. A. Kingston Middle 
School was recognized as a model for middle-level programs as they were Re-
Designated as a School to Watch.  He graciously accepted this award on behalf 
of the students, teachers, and Potsdam community.  The conference ended with 
Principal Cruikshank serving on a panel of middle-level experts providing 
insight and answering questions on the secrets of highly-effective middle-level 
teaching. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Congratulations to the Potsdam Community.  Your support has led to the Potsdam Central 
School District to be named #1 of all the schools in St. Lawrence, Jefferson, and Lewis 
Counties.  This ranking was done by Business First out of Buffalo, NY, and is based on 
student achievement outcomes.   
 
We need to take a moment to be proud of our school.  We have excellent teachers, a 
supportive staff, hard-working students, and fantastic parents and families.  It’s a team 
effort. 
 
As the educational leader at A. A. Kingston Middle School, I want to say thank you and 
congratulations!!! 
 
http://www.bizjournals.com/buffalo/news/2012/10/24/potsdam-is-frontrunner-among-watertown.html 
 
http://www.bizjournals.com/buffalo/feature/2012-upstate-school-district-rankings.html 
 

 

Principal Cruikshank with 
Olivia Sutton, editor of In 

Transition, a journal of the New 
York State Middle School 

Association.  Mr. Cruikshank 
has penned many articles for 

this quarterly publication. 

ANNOUNCEMENT:  If your middle school child is planning to attend a 

High School Event, please make plans to attend with them.  There should 

not be an expectation that they will be supervised at a high school event.   

Follow Mr. Cruikshank on Twitter @CruikshankJamie or his blog at 

www.foundationsofexcellence.blogspot.com 

 

 

 

http://www.bizjournals.com/buffalo/news/2012/10/24/potsdam-is-frontrunner-among-watertown.html
http://www.bizjournals.com/buffalo/feature/2012-upstate-school-district-rankings.html
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