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Graduation Requirements 
Class of 2017 (Students entering Grade 9 in September 2013) 

Regents Diploma Regents Diploma 
with Advanced Designation 

Required Courses Unit(s) of Credit Required Courses Unit(s) of Credit 
English 4 English  4 
Social Studies 4 Social Studies 4 
Math 3 Math 3 
Science 3 *Science 3 
LOTE 1 **LOTE 3 
Art/Music 1 Art/Music 1 
Health .5 Health .5 
Physical Education 2 Physical Education 2 
Electives 3.5 Electives 1.5 
Total 22 Total 22 

 

Required Exams 
(passing score of 65 and above) 

Required Exams 
(passing score of 65 and above) 

Comprehensive English Exam Comprehensive English Exam 
One Math Regents Exam 

Integrated Algebra or 
Geometry or 

Algebra 2/Trigonometry 

3 Math Regents Exams 
Integrated Algebra 

Geometry 
Algebra 2/Trigonometry 

Regents Global History Exam Regents Global History Exam 
Regents U.S. History Exam Regents U.S. History Exam 
One Regents Science Exam 

Earth Science, Living Environment, 
Chemistry, or Physics 

Two Regents Science Exams 
Living Environment and either Earth 

Science, Chemistry, or Physics 
 

*In order to meet New York State graduation requirements for science, a student must successfully complete three units of 
science.  Two of the units must be Regents level (one unit must be Living Environment). 

**Students acquiring 5 units in art, music, business, technology, or career and technical education are exempt from the three-
credit LOTE requirement for the Regents Diploma with Advanced Designation. 

To qualify for a Regents Diploma with Honors, scores on the five required Regents exams must average to 90% or higher.  
For a Regents Diploma with Advanced Distinction with Honors, scores on the nine required exams must average to 90% or 
higher.  

Students who first enter grade nine in September 2009 and thereafter who complete all course work and testing requirements 
for the Regents diploma with advanced designation in mathematics and/or science, and who pass, with a score of 85 or better, 
three commencement level Regents examinations in mathematics and/or three commencement level Regents examinations in 
science, will earn a Regents Diploma with Advanced Designation, with an annotation on the diploma that denotes mastery in 
mathematics and/or science, as applicable. 
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Unit of Credit 

A unit is the measure of credit which a student 
earns for successfully completing a subject.  Most 
courses offer one credit.  These courses meet 
every school day for one class period.  Some 
subjects meet every other day for the school 
year; the student receives ½ unit of credit.  Other 
classes meet every day for one semester; the 
student receives ½ unit of credit. 

 

Passing Grade 

In order to earn course credit, either local or 
Regents, a student must attain a final grade of at 
least 65%.  Regents credit is earned by 
successfully completing the course with at least 
65% and by passing the appropriate Regents 
examination with a 65%.  For a one-credit 
course, the final grade is obtained by adding the 
four quarter grades and the final exam or 
Regents exam grade and then dividing by five.    
For a half-credit course, the final grade is 
obtained by multiplying each quarter grade by 
two, adding the final exam, and then dividing by 
five.    

 

Incompletes 

Each teacher will establish a deadline for the 
submission of all student work.  Under 
extenuating circumstances such as an extended 
illness, teachers may give an incomplete.  When a 
student is given an incomplete, the teacher will 
determine a reasonable deadline for the 
completion of work.  Parents will be informed of 
the work that is to be completed as well as the 
established deadline.  A current incomplete will 
prevent a student from being considered for any 
position requiring an academic standing (Honor 

Roll, National Honor Society, eligibility for extra-
curricular activities, etc.). 

 
Repeating Courses 

Most students who fail a course will need to 
attend summer school or repeat the course the 
following year in order to earn course credit. 

Some situations are unique and may receive 
special consideration in collaboration between a 
specific department, the guidance counselor and 
the principal.  

 In some classes, the student may be able to 
repeat a course for the first semester only. If 
the student earns a passing grade by 
averaging the 3rd and 4th quarters of the 
previous year with the 1st and 2nd quarters 
of the current year and if he/she passes a  
Regents or Final Exam given in January, 
he/she may be awarded course credit and be 
allowed to exit the course after the first 
semester.   

 Under some circumstances, the students may 
be required to remain in the course for the 
full year.  For example, if the student plans to 
continue on in LOTE, he/she should remain 
in the class until June.  

 When possible, students who exit a course in 
January will be scheduled for a semester-
length course during the spring semester. For 
example, a student who exits Global History 
and Geography in January, may be scheduled 
for Economics or Participation in 
Government the second semester. 

 

Repeating Regents Exams 

By state regulations, a student is entitled to 
repeat any Regents exam in order to raise 
his/her examination grade.  If a student takes a 
Regents exam, only the higher score will be 
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reported on the transcript.  If the new Regents 
exam grade is higher, the course average will be 
recalculated.   

 

Extra-Curricular Eligibility Policy 

Students who participate in extra-curricular 
activities at Potsdam High School must be 
enrolled as a full-time student; must 
demonstrate adherence to district attendance 
expectations; and must not be failing more than 
one academic subject.  Students will be reviewed 
academically every five weeks to determine 
eligibility.  Students failing one subject will be 
reminded of the school’s Extra-Curricular Policy.  
Students failing two subjects will be immediately 
placed on probation, and within a 10-school-day 
period following the date of the notification 
letter to parents/guardians, students who were 
failing two subjects must be passing at least one 
of the two subjects.  Students failing three or 
more subjects will be placed on the ineligible list 
until a review has taken place. 

 

Promotion Policy 

Classes will be organized in September of each 
year.  Students who have earned at least 5 
credits shall be classified as sophomores.  
Students who have earned at least 10 credits will 
be classified as juniors.  A student who has 
earned fifteen credits will be classified as a 
senior. 

 

Summer School 

Students who fail high school courses may be 
eligible to earn credits by repeating the course(s) 
in a local six-week summer school program. 
Students who have earned at least a 55% in a 
course may enroll in up to three courses offered 
at the summer school program at Massena High 
School.  The Potsdam Central School district pays 

the student’s registration fee, and transportation 
is provided from Potsdam High School and back 
each day.   Students interested in taking first-
time courses at summer school (Health, 
Economics or Participation in Government) must 
pay for the course as well as the registration fee.  

 

Academic Intervention Services 

Students who fail to meet the designated state 
performance standards, or who are in danger of 
not meeting standards, are eligible for Academic 
Intervention Services.  Students who score below 
level 3 on the New York State Assessments given 
in 8th grade are automatically eligible.  Students 
may also qualify by teacher recommendation or 
by having a failing course average.  In math, 
English, science, and social studies, content area 
teachers provide AIS.  

 

NCSTEP 

North Country Science and Technology Entry 
Program (NCSTEP) is a state funded initiative 
whose goal is to increase the number of 
historically underrepresented minority and 
economically disadvantaged students who enter 
into a post-secondary institution in the fields of 
math, science, and technology.  

Counselors from NCSTEP work with the school’s 
guidance department to plan workshops and 
activities aimed at assisting students with career 
exploration and strengthening academic skills, as 
well as obtaining information on post-secondary 
education.  Students who participate in NCSTEP 
are eligible to receive services throughout high 
school until graduation. 

 

National Honor Society Tutors 

Members of the Potsdam High School National 
Honor Society serve as volunteer tutors during 
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study halls and after school.  Tutors are available 
in every subject area.  National Honor Society 
tutors who are assigned to the Student Learning 
Center may earn .5 credits. Students wishing to 
request a tutor should contact their guidance 
counselor. 

 

Drop/Add Policy 

Prior to scheduling by the guidance office for the 
next school year, students have had ample 
opportunity to consider which classes meet their 
interests and needs; therefore, students may not 
change schedules unless exceptional 
circumstances exist. 

After the first ten days of school, the following 
procedure must be followed in order for a 
student to receive a schedule change:  

1. Meet with his/ her counselor and receive 
a drop/add or change form. 

2. The student will receive signed 
permission from the teacher whose 
course he/she is adding and/or dropping. 

3. The student will receive signed 
permission from his/her parent. 

4. If there is a disagreement between the 
counselor, parent, and/or teacher, the 
principal will make the final 
determination as to whether the schedule 
change will be approved. 

Only if all parties grant permission will the 
student be given a new schedule and at that 
time may begin his/her new classes.  If a 
conference is requested by any one of the 
parties concerned, further discussion will be 
arranged.  The student will continue to follow 
the original schedule pending the outcome of 
the conference.  

 

Seaway Area Career and Technical 
Education Programs 

Students at Potsdam High School may elect to 
attend Seaway Technical Center during their 
junior and senior years.    Students will spend 
about half of the day taking high school 
coursework and the other half of the day at the 
technical center in Norwood.  Career and 
Technical programs offered at Seaway Tech. 
include Allied Health, Automotive Technology, 
Building Trades, Cosmetology, Criminal Justice, 
Culinary Arts, Early Childhood Education, 
Environmental Technology, Health Careers, 
HVAC, Information Technology, Metalworking 
Technology and Multi-Occupations.   Most 
students who attend Seaway Tech. will earn their 
third math and science credits there. 

 

Advanced Placement (AP) 

The College Board’s Advanced Placement 
Program (AP) enables students to complete 
college-level studies while they are still in high 
school and to obtain college placement or credit, 
or both, on the basis of their performance on 
rigorous AP Exams There is the potential of 
earning from 3 to 12 hours of college credit for 
each course, though acceptance of such credits 
depends upon the college of enrollment. 

Potsdam High School offers the following 
Advanced Placement courses:  English Language 
and Composition, English Literature and 
Composition, US Government and Politics, 
Chemistry, Biology, and French. However, not all 
AP classes are offered every year. Students may 
also challenge the AP Psychology, AP World 
History, and AP US History exams.  

AP exams are given in the first two weeks of May 
and cost approximately $89.00 per exam.  
Students who qualify for free or reduce-price 
lunch are usually offered a discounted exam fee. 
This is dependent on NYS and Federal grant and 
the financial assistance varies from year to year.  
It is expected that those students who take AP 
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courses will take the AP exam. A committee 
comprised of the AP teacher, one other teacher, a 
counselor, and the principal will be convened to 
consider extenuating circumstances.  The group 
will consider the reasons why the student does 
not want to take or had to miss the exam. The AP 
teacher will provide information regarding the 
student’s academic performance, and attendance 
in the course. The committee will then determine 
whether the students should have the AP 
designation included on his or her transcript. 

 

Syracuse University Project Advance 
(SUPA) 

One of the largest concurrent enrollment 
programs in the United States, Syracuse 
University Project Advance offers fully 
accredited courses in more than 154 high 
schools in the northeast.  At Potsdam High 
School, we offer three SUPA courses, taught by 
PCS teachers who have completed graduate 
seminars in their subject area and received SU 
adjunct instructor appointments, qualifying 
them to teach SU courses off campus.  We 
currently offer Forensic Science and Calculus. 
Students wishing to receive college credit for 
these courses must pay the tuition cost of 
$110.00 per credit hour.  Financial aid is 
available through Syracuse University. 

 

Project Lead the Way 

Potsdam High School is proud to offer the 
Project Lead the Way (PLTW) Pathway to 
Engineering Program.  Two foundation courses, 
Introduction to Engineering Design (IED) and 
Principles of Engineering (POE), are followed by 
an elective, Civil Engineering (CE), to create 
rigorous, relevant, reality-based courses. 
Activities are hands-on and project based.  
Students learn how to use the same industry-
leading 3D design software that’s used by 
companies like Intel, Lockheed Martin and Pixar. 

Students who take PLTW courses are eligible for 
college credit through Rochester Institute of 
Technology (RIT).  

      

Paul Smith’s College Advanced Studies 
Program  

The Paul Smith’s College’s Advanced Studies 
Program offers accelerated high school students 
the opportunity to enroll in college level courses 
to earn college credits from Paul Smith’s College 
while still in high school.  Students who would 
like to receive college credit for these courses 
must pay the tuition cost of $20.00 per credit 
hour.  We currently offer one Advanced Study 
courses through Paul Smith’s College: Psychology.  

 

Scholarships for Academic Enrichment 

Potsdam High School seniors may take one 
course each semester at Clarkson University.  
Students are accepted into this program will not 
have to pay tuition to the university.  Interested 
students will need to submit a completed 
application, a transcript and one letter of 
recommendation from a past or current teacher. 

 

SUNY Potsdam College Advance 
Program 

Students at Potsdam High School may take 
courses at SUNY Potsdam during their senior 
year through the college’s College Advance 
Program.  In order to be eligible for concurrent 
enrollment, students must have an overall GPA 
of 80.  Students must provide an official high 
school transcript and a letter of recommendation 
from their guidance counselor to begin 
registration at SUNY Potsdam. They will also 
need to have a Potsdam enrollment form signed 
from Potsdam Central School before the course 
begins.  When the course(s) are completed 
students must request a copy of Potsdam State 
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University's grade for our records.  Each course 
completed at SUNY Potsdam is worth .5 high 
school credits.   In addition, students enrolling in 
French 4, French 5, and Latin 4 have the option 
of obtaining college credit through SUNY 
Potsdam. 

 

Honors English 

Students in 9th and 10th grades may elect to 
enroll in an Honors English class.  Enrollment is 
open to all students.  Students will be asked to 
complete a summer reading project and 
maintain outstanding grades in this course. 

 

The Clarkson School 

Students who attend the Clarkson School in lieu 
of their senior year at Potsdam High School will 
be able to partake in the graduation/senior 
exercises and will be eligible for any awards or 
honors thus earned; for example the 
Valedictorian, the Salutatorian, etc. 

Students must take a year of English, a year of 
social studies, and a year of physical education at 
Clarkson University as prescribed in the 
Clarkson School program unless they have 
accelerated in these courses or satisfied the 
requirement in other ways.  

Students will be able to participate in 
interscholastic athletics because they will be 
granted credit for the courses taken at the 
Clarkson School. 

The students will be permitted to partake in 
extra-curricular activities and be allowed to take 
courses at the high school if their schedule 
allows them to attend the classes here. 

The grades for all courses taken at the Clarkson 
School will be converted using our standard 
conversion table.  The grades received from the 
Clarkson School will be letter grades.  This 
conversion table is used for all transfers from 

high schools and/or colleges that issue letter 
grades 

 

National Honor Society 

The National Honor Society of Secondary Schools 
is a national organization, which recognizes 
excellence in scholarship, service, leadership, 
and character.  The Potsdam High School chapter 
is sponsored and supervised by the National 
Association of Secondary School Principals. 

To be eligible for selection into the National 
Honor Society, a sophomore, junior, or senior 
must have a 1½, 2½, or 3½ year cumulative 
average of 90 or above.  The students are then 
invited to submit an extracurricular activities 
report form for service.  Their teachers then 
evaluate the students in the areas of character 
and leadership.  The faculty council considers all 
of these qualities when determining which 
students will be selected. 
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Grade Conversion 

Students who transfer to the district from 
another secondary school or who enroll in post-
secondary courses will necessitate the 
conversion of grades into a format and level 
acceptable to Potsdam High School.  To facilitate 
this process, guidance officials will use the 
following conversion charts as a guide when 
transferring grades.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

Grades from Colleges and Universities 

With “minus “ grades & A+ 

Letter          Numerical range      GPA 

A +      =               100           =           4.3 
A         =                 97            =                    4.0 
A-       =                 93            =                    3.7 
B+      =                 89         =                     3.3 
B        =                  86         =                     3.0 
B-       =                 83        =                     2.7 
C+      =                 79         =                     2.3 
C        =                  76         =           2.0 
C-       =                 73        =           1.7 
D+     =                 69        =          1.3 
D       =            66         =          1.0   
D-     =                  65        =           0.7 
F       =                  50         =           0.0 

 (Without “minus” grades & no A+) eg.Clarkson  

Letter       Numerical Range        GPA 

A+                       =      100             =   4.5   
A                          =      95               =   4.0 
B+                       =      90               =   3.5 
B                          =      89               =   3.0  
C+                        =      80               =   2.5                                                                                                               
C                           =      75               =   2.0                                                                                                              
D+                        =      70               =   1.5  
D                           =     65               =   1.0 
F                            =     50                =     .0 

 

With “minus” grades & no A+ 
(eg. SUNY Potsdam) 

Letter  Numerical 

A      =    100 = 4.0 
A-     =    95 = 3.7 
B+    =    89 = 3.3 
B      =    86 = 3.0 
B-     =    83 = 2.7 
C+    =    79 = 2.3 
C       =    76 = 2.0 
C-      =    73 = 1.7 
D+    =    69 = 1.3 
D       =    66 = 1.0 
D-      =    65 = 0.7 
F        =    50 = 0.0 

Without “minus” grades and no A+ 

A     = 100  = 4.0 
B+   = 90 =   3.5 
B     = 85 = 3.0 
C+   = 80 = 2.5 
C     = 75 = 2.0 
D+   = 70 = 1.5  
D     = 65 = 1.0 
F     = 50 = 0.0 
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Art Department 

 

 
 

 

Studio Art 
Grades:  9-12  Length: Full Year 
Prerequisite:  None  Credit:  1.0 
Examination:  Local 

Studio Art is a full-year introductory course designed to 
refresh, build, and strengthen art experiences, techniques, 
and skills. Subjects will be relevant, interesting, and at 
times overlap with other subjects to reinforce student 
learning. Students will create original artwork, explore a 
variety of art materials and mediums, identify and develop 
individual style, participate in art appreciation criticism, 
build art vocabulary and visual communication from 
learning about history and contemporary cultures and 
artists. Students will work individually and together to 
problem-solve, research, brainstorm, explore, and 
critically analyze. Field trips will be scheduled when 
possible. This course is a prerequisite for other advanced 
art courses. Students that wish to continue in other art 
electives will start a portfolio in this class that will carry on 
throughout their art involvement. Student participation in 
Artistic Congress is encouraged. 

Drawing and Painting 1 
Grades:  10-12  Length:  Semester 
Prerequisite:  Studio Art Credit:    .50 
Examination:  Local 

Drawing and Painting 1 is an advanced elective course 
available to any student who has taken Studio Art or 
provides evidence of strong artistic skills through portfolio 
review. Emphasis will be in the use of both traditional and 
non-traditional drawing and painting media and 
techniques on a two-dimensional surface. Students will 
further develop their skills, material proficiency, art 
knowledge and appreciation in order to push their 
individual style. Students will use and practice art 
materials at a proficient level. Student research and 
presentation of introduced and discussed topics, relating 
to art history, culture, student-relevant topics, etc. will be 
required throughout the semester. Students will  

 

 

participate in mid-way critiques, peer feed-back, and self-
assessment both during projects and at the culmination of 
a project. Most classes will be for studio work. Students 
will continue to build their portfolio throughout this 
course. By the end of this course, students will have 
decided on a concentration and breathe ideas for their 
portfolio. Field trips will be scheduled when possible. 
Involvement in Artistic Congress is highly recommended. 

 

Drawing and Painting 2, 3, 4 
Grades:  10-12  Length: Semester 
Prerequisite:  D & P 1  Credit:   .50 
Examination:  Local 

This course should be taken after completing Drawing and 
Painting 1. These courses will be used to develop the 
student’s portfolio. There will be a requirement of 10 
concentration pieces and 10 breathe pieces at the 
culmination of this sequence. This course is a continuation 
of the basics developed in Drawing and Painting 1 on a 
more advanced level. Students will strengthen those skills 
through a series of more sophisticated drawing and 
painting activities and techniques to use materials at a 
mastery level. This course will be primarily student driven. 
Advanced students will have the opportunity to develop 
and discuss more personal, expressive directions in their 
art in this course (10 pieces specifically made in their 
style/ content matter). Students will learn and practice 
traditional and non-traditional drawing and painting 
methods, media, and approaches to refine skills in new and 
known medias (10 pieces of art that are in a different 
material or content area). Students will be exposed to 
careers in art. Field trips will be scheduled when possible. 
Involvement in Artistic Congress is highly recommended. 

 

 

All students are required to complete one (1) unit of Art or Music.  A five-unit 
sequence is achieved by completing Studio Art and additional courses that 
total four units of art.  The submission of a portfolio is required by those 
students planning to use art as a sequence for their Regents diploma with 
Advanced Distinction. 
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Photography and Graphic Design 1 and 2 
Grades:  10-12  Length:  Semester 
Prerequisite:  Studio Art Credit:    .50 
Examination:  Local 

This first-year photography and graphic design course 
includes instruction in use of digital cameras and editing/ 
design software, like Adobe Photoshop and Illustrator. 
Students will be required to supply their own digital 
camera, SD/CF card, camera cord, and flash-drive. 
Students will need to have at least a “point-and-shoot’ 
camera, but a DSLR is preferred and recommended. We 
will use wet lab processes for two projects during 
Photography 2. All digital prints will be the responsibility 
of the student. These classes will focus mostly on the new 
technologies of digital photography and editing. Students 
will learn basic Photoshop skills to both edit photos and to 
create graphic design projects. Students will learn to 
communicate their ideas with photographic images. We 
will look at the different types of photography and talk 
about the difference between a snap-shot and an artistic 
photograph. This class is mostly art-based, but there will 
be technical knowledge and science necessary to control 
photographic and design materials. Students will be given 
instruction in lighting, composition, exposure, how to use a 
digital camera to its fullest capabilities; make a pin-hole 
camera, the history and cultural impact of photography, 
and careers in the photographic arts. Field trips will be 
scheduled when possible. Student led critiques and 
presentations will be the culminating activity to the end of 
each photographic assignment, weekly photo prompt, and 
lesson.  

Graphic design can refer to a number of artistic and 
professional disciplines that focus on visual 
communication and presentation. The main idea is visual 
communication. Different techniques and methods are 
used to combine words, symbols, and images to create 
visual representation of ideas and messages. We will be 
creating designs using photos, typography, composition, 
page layout techniques, drawing using the computer as a 
tool, etc. Graphic design is a real-world application to 
many jobs- it is used for business identity (brands/ logos), 
publications (magazines, newspapers, and books), 
advertisements and product packaging, etc. 

Involvement in the Yearbook and Artistic Congress is 
highly recommended. 

 

 

 

 

Advanced Studio 1 and 2 
Grades:  10-12  Length:  Semester 
Prerequisite:  Studio Art Credit:    .50 
Examination:  Local 

This is an advanced art elective available to students that 
have taken Drawing and Painting 1 and/or Photography 
and Graphic Design 2. This course is meant for students to 
explore a medium of their choice on a more individual 
basis at an advanced, mastery level. The teacher will give 
instruction on history, culture, artists, and the current 
relevant world around us with an artistic focal-point. The 
student will be inspired by instruction and peer 
presentations, reflect on how the learned information 
affects their life, then create a project in their material/ 
medium of choice. This is a student-driven class. Most 
classes will be used for studio work. Students will be 
expected to present on interesting and contemporary 
artists or information that they are researching once a 
week. Advanced Studio students will be required to 
develop their portfolio to 15 concentration pieces and 5 
breathe pieces by the end of their art involvement. 
Students will focus on building their own style and subject 
concentration for their portfolio (working in their medium 
of choice) as well as exploring other materials and subjects 
to create their ‘breathe’ portfolio pieces. Work will be 
high-quality, aesthetically pleasing, and stylized. Original 
compositions and ideas will be a driving factor in this 
course. Mid-way and final critiques will be done for every 
project. Field trips will be scheduled when possible. 
Involvement in Artistic Congress is highly recommended. 
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English Department

 

 

 

English 1 
Grades:  9  Length:  Full Year 
Prerequisite:  None  Credit:    1.0 
Examination:  Local 

In this course, students will develop an understanding of 
content and literary terms and techniques; character 
development and motivation; and assimilation of all 
background information associated with literary units.  
Students will complete writing assignments based on 
critical listening, note taking, and literature.  Students will 
also write in creative workshops and will learn to write a 
well-organized research paper using MLA and basic library 
research skills.  The short story, novel, drama, poetry and 
essay will be read and analyzed.  Students will be 
instructed in and practice Task I and Task IV of the New 
York Comprehensive Regents Exam in English. 

 

English 1 Honors 
Grades:  9  Length:  Full Year 
Prerequisite:  None  Credit:    1.0 
Examination:  Local 

English 1 Honors is designed for the academically-oriented 
student who is interested in the challenge of great 
literature and welcomes the opportunity to test his or her 
talents for literary interpretations and both creative and 
literary writing, while developing higher-level thinking 
skills. 

A more rapid pace, more frequent opportunities for 
written expression, and a challenging independent reading 
schedule characterize the honors class.  Students should be 

motivated to face a more rigorous reading load and writing 
expectations.  Vocabulary development is an on-going  

 

 

 

process throughout the year.  State standards are 
addressed, as in all English classes, and preparation for the 
New York State Regents in English is begun.  

 

English 2 
Grades:  10  Length:  Full Year 
Prerequisite:  English 1 Credit:    1.0 
Examination:  Local 

In this course, students will understand the craft involved 
in different literary types; express themselves clearly and 
concisely, both orally and in writing; gain experience in 
creative writing; and improve grammar and usage as a 
means to clearer expression.  Students will read from a 
wide variety of literary types, discussing the craft involved 
in each selection as well as its ideas.  The writing program 
places a premium on clear, concise expression.  In addition 
to frequent written reaction to what students read, they 
will draw upon their own experiences in creating writings 
to share with others.  Time is given to read materials of 
their own choosing, and they will share something of these 
readings with the class at designated intervals during the 
year.  Students will be instructed in and practice Task I and 
Task IV of the Comprehensive Regents Exam in English 
and will be instructed in Task II. 

 

 

 

Four years of English are required to graduate from Potsdam High School. All courses follow the New York 
State guidelines that suggest an integrated approach to the teaching of language arts.  All students must 
demonstrate competency in reading and writing.  This requirement must be satisfied by passing the 
Comprehensive English Regents, which is first given in January of a student’s junior year.  
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English 2 Honors 
Grades:  10  Length:  Full Year 
Prerequisite:  English 1 Credit:    1.0 
Examination:  Local 

Potsdam High School Honors English classes will require 
students to work as intrinsically motivated, reflective 
learners, both independently and in groups, as leaders and 
collaborators.  The quality of student performance through 
oral and written language and other media/technology 
will reflect and emphasize higher-level thinking skills 
through the student’s critical perspective.  Students will 
also be required to complete authentic tasks and projects 
within the community.  Students will be instructed in and 
practice Task I and Task IV of the Comprehensive Regents 
Exam in English and will be instructed in Task II. All 
honors classes are intended as a continuum of skills and 
concepts leading into Advance Placement (AP).   

 

English 3 
Grades:  11  Length:  Full Year 
Prerequisite:  English 2 Credit:    1.0 
Examination:  Regents 

This course is designed to assist students in achieving 
mastery of critical reading skills and critical writing skills 
as required for mastery performance on the New York 
Comprehensive Regents Examination in English.  Students 
will read, discuss, and write about American literature,. 
Students will be instructed in and practice each of the four 
tasks that comprise the New York State Comprehensive 
English Regents Exam. 

 

Advanced Placement Language and Composition 
Grades:  11  Length:  Full Year 
Prerequisite:  English 2 Credit:    1.0 
Examination:  Regents and AP Exam 

The purpose of this course is to help students write 
effectively and confidently in their college courses across 
the curriculum and in their professional and personal lives.  
Students are expected to read critically a variety of 
expository, analytical, and persuasive writing, which will 
appropriately serve as models for the types of writing 
expected throughout the course.  The focus of a thoughtful, 
analytical, and rigorous academic approach to 
understanding writing is maintained through reading and 
analyzing a variety of nonfiction materials, and making 
students attentive to author’s purpose, audience, and the 
tools of the language, such as syntax, word choice, and 
tone. Students will be expected to study and synthesize 
primary and secondary source materials with appropriate 

and accurate MLA citation; write in a variety of rhetorical 
modes; and use the writing process with special focus on 
editing, drafting, and reflection to gain understanding of 
writing, personal growth, and language.  

 

English 4 
Grades:  12  Length:  Full Year 
Prerequisite:  English 3 Credit:    1.0 
Examination:  Local 

 In this course, students will improve various writing skills 
through practice; improve critical analysis of literature – 
both written and interpretative; improve the critical 
thinking process; explore values and different lifestyles 
through a study of modern and English literature.   
Students will be encouraged to hone their independent 
reading and writing skills; sharpen writing and 
articulation skills through a research project and oral 
presentation, and will be provided assistance in 
completing college applications, resumes, and job 
applications.  Students will study the classics, including 
drama and the epic, as well as a survey of British literature.  
Course content will also focus on vocabulary building; 
speaking and writing improvement through assignments 
and practice; values clarification through discussions and 
written assignments; and the research and writing of a 
written project.  

 

Advanced Placement Literature and Composition 
Grades:  12  Length:  Full Year 
Prerequisite:  English 3 Credit:    1.0 
Examination:  AP Exam 

In this course, students will work to improve critical 
analysis of literature – both written and interpretive; 
improve the critical thinking process; explore and learn to 
interpret various genres of literature; sharpen both oral 
and written analytical skills; and prepare for the English 
Literature and Composition Exam.  Students will study 
classic and modern novels, plays, and poetry.  They will 
write analytical, critical, and interpretive essays.  
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Students seeking a Regents diploma must complete one year of a foreign 
language or pass the New York State Foreign Language Proficiency 
Exam.  Students seeking a Regents Diploma with Advanced Distinction 
must complete three years of a foreign language and pass the New York 
State Regents exam.  Please note that many colleges prefer that students 
have at least four years of foreign language study. 

 

Languages Other 
Than English  

 

 

 

 

French 1  
Grades:  9-12  Length:  Full Year 
Prerequisite: None  Credit:    1.0 
Examination: Local 

In this course, students will develop elementary 
proficiency in listening, speaking, reading, and 
writing skills, and become acquainted with the 
culture and geography of the French-speaking world.  
The course will include oral and written mastery of 
basic vocabulary from the 14 topic areas of the New 
York State Modern Language Syllabus, and an 
introduction to basic grammatical patterns necessary 
for efficient communication, including the ability to 
express ideas in the present, past and future tenses.  
A full-length French feature film will be reviewed, 
analyzed, and discussed. 

 

French 2 
Grades:  9-12  Length:  Full Year 
Prerequisite:  French 1 Credit:    1.0 
Examination:  Local 

In this course, students will further develop and 
refine listening, speaking, reading and writing skills, 
and increase knowledge of the French-speaking 
world, including its geography, history, and current 
events.  Course content will include oral and written 
mastery of intermediate level vocabulary from the 14 
topic areas of the New York State Modern Language 
Syllabus; stronger emphasis on acquisition of 
grammatical patterns necessary for communication 

at this level, including the present, imperfect, passé 
compose and future tenses; and reading and 
discussion of articles, short stories and poetry to 
develop communication skills and cultural 
knowledge.  A full-length French feature film will be 
reviewed, analyzed, and discussed.  

 

French 3 
Grades:  10-12  Length:  Full Year 
Prerequisite:  French 2 Credit:    1.0 
Examination:  Regents Exam 

Students will expand knowledge of grammatical patterns 
and verb tenses; increase vocabulary, especially as taken 
from context; and discuss class work and personal 
experiences in French and express self in controlled 
writing and free composition.  All objectives are aimed at 
increasing student’s communication skills. 

 

French 4 
Grades:  11-12  Length:  Full Year 
Prerequisite:  French 3 Credit:    1.0 
Examination:  Local 

 In this course, students will put into practice the 
skills that have been learned during the first three 
years of this sequence by speaking French in class 
and expanding their communicative abilities and 
putting them to practical use, especially within 
conversational context.  Content for this course may 
include the use of full-length French language films, 
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francophone television programs and contemporary music 
to stimulate improvement of listening and spoken 
language skills; writing of original skits, poems, and 
compositions; production of original videotapes; 
participation in an exchange program with the Lycee Remi 
Belleau in Nogent-le-Rotrou, France; use of newspapers, 
magazines, and other up-to-date material to stimulate 
conversation, to expand vocabulary, and to improve ability 
to deduce meaning from context; and intensive review of 
all verb tenses and grammatical structures.  Note: Students 
in French 4 may register for college credit through SUNY 
Potsdam’s College in High School Program. 

 

Advanced Placement/French 5 
Grades:  12  Length:  Full Year 
Prerequisite:  French 4 Credit:    1.0 
Examination:  AP Exam 

In this course, students will refine listening, speaking, 
reading and writing skills to a level equivalent to third-
year college proficiency.  Students will understand native 
speakers with ease; speak idiomatically about everyday 
topics, current events, and literature; organize and write 
compositions of extended length; and comprehend 
contemporary and classical texts.  This course includes 
extensive review of vocabulary and grammar; writing of 
compositions and narratives; role-playing and discussions; 
listening to tapes by native speakers; viewing and 
analyzing of French films and television; reading and 
discussion of selected literary works; possible 
participation in French exchange visit.  Note: Students in 
French 5 may register for college credit through SUNY 
Potsdam’s College in High School Program.  

 

Spanish 1 
Grades:  9-12  Length:  Full Year 
Prerequisite:  None  Credit:    1.0 
Examination:  Local 

In this course, students will develop elementary Spanish 
proficiency in listening, speaking, reading and writing 
skills and become acquainted with the cultures and 
geography of the Spanish-speaking world.  Course content 
will include oral and written mastery of basic vocabulary 
and an introduction to basic grammatical patterns 
necessary for efficient communication, including the 
ability to express ideas in the present and the future. 

 

 

Spanish 2 
Grades:  9-12  Length:  Full Year 
Prerequisite:  Spanish 1 Credit:    1.0 
Examination:  Local 

In this course, students will develop an intermediate level 
Spanish proficiency in listening, speaking, reading and 
writing skills and become further acquainted with the 
cultures and geography of the Spanish-speaking world.  
Content in this course includes oral and written mastery of 
intermediate level vocabulary; stronger emphasis on 
acquiring more grammatically correct patterns of speech 
and writing; reading/viewing and discussion of short 
stories, articles and video for the purpose of further 
developing communication skills and cultural knowledge. 

 

Spanish 3 
Grades:  10-12  Length:  Full Year 
Prerequisite:  Spanish 2 Credit:    1.0 
Examination:  Regents Exam 

In this course, students will increase reading vocabulary, 
especially in cultural context; expand knowledge of 
grammatical patterns and verb tenses; continue to develop 
speaking and writing skills in Spanish.  All objectives are 
aimed at increasing the students’ communicative skills and 
cultural awareness.  This course includes more in-depth 
study of Hispanic cultures; audio and video materials to 
increase listening comprehension levels in Spanish; 
selected short stories, articles and poems to increase 
reading comprehension levels in Spanish; and frequent 
opportunities to practice speaking/conversational skills in 
Spanish. 

 

Spanish 4 
Grades:  11-12  Length:  Full Year 
Prerequisite:  Spanish 3 Credit:    1.0 
Examination:  Local 

In this course students will put into practice the skills that 
have been learned during the first three years of this 
sequence by speaking in Spanish in class; expanding 
their communicative abilities in writing; and improving 
their ability to understand spoken and written Spanish 
from a wide variety of sources.  Course content includes 
audio and video material in Spanish to improve listening 
and speaking skills; reading, oral discussion and written 
discussion of appropriate Spanish materials; writing 
journal entries in Spanish to improve writing and grammar 
skills; and individual and group projects to demonstrate 
communication skills and cultural knowledge.
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Math Department 

 

 

 

*Regents Exam 

Integrated Algebra 
Grades:  9  Length:  Full Year 
Prerequisite:  None  Credit:    1.0 
Examination:  Regents 

This is the first course of a three-year Regents sequence in 
mathematics.  It covers algebraic and statistical structure, 
application, and problem solving.  Alternative methods of 
solution and application will be an integral part of this 
course.  It is the goal that students placed in this course 
will be prepared for the Integrated Algebra Regents Exam 
and will be successfully prepared for geometry. 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction to Algebra  
Grades:  9  Length:  Full Year 
Prerequisite:  None  Credit:    1.0 
Examination:  Local 

 

 

This course is designed for the student whose background 
indicates the need for a slower-paced presentation of math 
topics.  Indicators include receiving a score of 1 or 2 on the 
8th grade New York State Mathematics Assessment and/or 
teacher recommendation.  This class is the first of two 
courses covering algebraic and statistical structure, 
application, and problem solving.  Extended time on task 
and exposure to alternative methods of solution will be an 
integral part of this course.  It is the goal that students 
placed in the Algebra I and II courses will be better 
prepared for the Integrated Algebra Regents and then 
geometry.  

Grade Stretch Sequence Traditional Sequence Accelerated 

9 Introduction to Algebra Integrated Algebra* Geometry* 

10 Integrated Algebra II* Geometry* Algebra II/Trigonometry* 

11 Geometry* or  Financial 
Math or Applied Math 

(Seaway Tech) 

Algebra II/Trigonometry* 
or Algebra IIA 

Introduction to Calculus 

12 Financial Math or 
Algebra IIA or Applied 

Math (Seaway Tech) 

Algebra IIB* or 
Pre-Calculus 

 

Calculus (SUPA) 

All students are required to obtain three credits in mathematics in order to earn 
a high school diploma.  Students seeking a Regents diploma must pass the 
Integrated Algebra Regents and then pass two additional math courses.  
Students seeking a Regents Diploma with Advanced Distinction will need to pass 
the Integrated Algebra Regents, the Geometry Regents, and the Algebra 
II/Trigonometry Regents. 
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Integrated Algebra II 
Grades:  10  Length:  Full Year 
Prerequisite:  Int. Algebra I Credit:    1.0 
Examination:  Regents 

This course is designed for the student whose background 
indicates a need for a slower-paced presentation of math 
topics.  It is the second of two courses covering algebraic 
and statistical structure, application, and problem solving.  
Extended time on task and exposure to alternative 
methods of solution will be an integral part of this course.  
It is the goal that students placed in the Algebra I and II 
courses will be better prepared for the Integrated Algebra 
Regents and then geometry.  

 

Geometry 
Grades:  9-12  Length:  Full Year 
Prerequisite:  Integrated Alg. Credit:    1.0 
Examination:  Regents 

This is the second course of the three-year Regents 
sequence.  Students will have the opportunity to make 
conjectures about geometric situations and prove in a 
variety of ways, both formal and informal, that their 
conclusion follows logically from their hypothesis.  This 
course is meant to employ an integrated approach to the 
study of geometric relationships.  Topics include: 
Euclidean geometry; transformational geometry; 
coordinate geometry; and circular functions. 

 

Algebra II/Trigonometry 
Grades:  10-12  Length:  Full Year 
Prerequisite:  Geometry Credit:    1.0 
Examination:  Regents 

This is the third of the three-year Regents sequence.  
Topics include complex numbers, relations and functions, 
circular functions, trigonometry, probability, and statistics.   

 

Algebra II A 
Grades:  10-12  Length:  Full Year 
Prerequisite:  Geometry Credit:    1.0 
Examination:  Local 

Algebra IIA and Algebra IIB allow the student who did not 
excel on the Geometry Regents the opportunity to still 
pursue a Regents Diploma with Advanced Designation by 
preparing for the Regents Examination in Algebra 
II/Trigonometry over two years. Topics include complex 
numbers, relations and functions, circular functions, 
trigonometry, probability, and statistics.   

Algebra IIB 
Grades:  10-12  Length:  Full Year 
Prerequisite:  Algebra IIA Credit:    1.0 
Examination:  Regents 

Algebra IIA and Algebra IIB allow the student who did not 
excel on the Geometry Regents the opportunity to still 
pursue a Regents Diploma with Advanced Designation by 
preparing for the Regents Examination in Algebra 
II/Trigonometry over two years. Topics include complex 
numbers, relations and functions, circular functions, 
trigonometry, probability, and statistics.  At the end of this 
course, students will take the Algebra II/Trigonometry 
Regents Exam. 

 

Pre-Calculus 
Grades:  11-12  Length:  Full Year 
Prerequisite:  Algebra II/Trig. Credit:    1.0 
Examination:  Local 

This is a course that introduces some of the important 
concepts of calculus including sequences and series, 
complex numbers, slope, and area.  It is designed for 
students intending to major in a mathematics-related field 
in college. 

 

Introduction to Calculus 
Grades:  11-12  Length:  Full Year 
Prerequisite:  Algebra II/Trig. Credit:    1.0 
Examination:  Local 

This is a course designed for students who intend to take 
calculus in college.  This course consists of the study of 
functions and their application.  Functions and models 
investigated include linear, polynomial, logarithmic, 
exponential and trigonometric. 

 

Financial Math 
Grades:  12  Length:  Full Year 
Prerequisite:  Pre-Calculus Credit:    1.0 
Examination:  Local 

Financial Math is a third year math course which enables 
students to meet the State’s three-year math requirement 
and helps students to broaden the application of existing 
math skills in our financially diverse society. Students will 
be instructed in the following:  calculating gross income 
including methods of compensation; determining net 
income based on applicable payroll deductions and gross 
income; record keeping procedures; maintaining and 
balancing a checking account; opening and updating a 
saving account; determining the cash purchase price of 
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transactions including sales tax, discounts, rebates, and 
coupons; calculating the cost of credit for charge accounts 
and credit cards; analyzing loan payment terms; 
comparing the costs of vehicle transportation; weighing 
the risk vs. return benefits of investment options; 
calculating housing and insurance costs; determining the 
cost of hiring personnel; perform break-even analysis; 
subtract trade and chain discounts; calculate mark-up and 
profit on business transactions; analyze the costs of 
marketing; factor inflation into costs. 

 

Calculus (SUPA) 
Grades:  12  Length:  FullYear 
Prerequisite:  Pre-Calculus Credit:    1.0 
Examination:  Local 

This rigorous, first-semester college Calculus course 
focuses on derivative and integral functions. Specific topics 
include limits and continuity, derivative and anti-
derivative, and definite integral. These concepts are 
applied to polynomial, rational, trigonometric, and 
exponential functions, their inverses and combinations. 
Students solve problems dealing with rates, areas, 
volumes, and surfaces of revolution; arc length; work; fluid 
pressure; velocity and acceleration; and exponential 
growth and decay. This is a college course offered through 
Syracuse University, and students paying the (discounted) 
fee for SU credit will receive a Syracuse University 
transcript 

 

Personal Finance Management 
Grades:  9-12  Length: Semester 
Prerequisite:  None  Credit: .50 
Examination:  Local 
 
Note: This course is required of each student electing a 
sequence in any area of occupational education at the high 
school or the B.O.C.E.S. program.  
 

In this course, the student will explore occupational topics 
and interests prior to taking more specialized occupational 
education courses. In addition, students will develop more 
transferable skills that will be used on the job and/or other 
courses in school. The purpose of this course is to provide 
students with the opportunity to study economic 
principles, explore a variety of careers, develop 
competencies needed for success in the workplace, and to 
develop basic financial literacy skills including checking 
account management. 
 

Business 101 
Grades:   10-12  Length:  Semester 
Prerequisite:  None  Credit:    0,5 
Examination:  Local 

Business 101 is designed to give students a broad 
overview of business. Topics include the economy, 
entrepreneurship, management, marketing, accounting, 
career planning, credit, personal finance, and risk 
management. Students will also learn how to use Microsoft 
Excel and develop their skills with this technology 

 

Introduction to Marketing 
Grades:   10-12  Length:  Semester 
Prerequisite:  None  Credit:    0,5 
Examination:  Local 

In this course, students are introduced to the principles of 
marketing. Topics include the marketing mix (product, 
place, price, and promotion), marketing tools of 
persuasion, creating value for customers, sports and 
entertaining marketing, target markets and demographics, 
corporate social responsibility, and the customer decision-
making process. Projects will be used extensively to help 
students develop the creativity and knowledge needed for 
marketing. 
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Music Department 

 
 

 

Music in Our Lives 
Grades:  9-12  Length:  Full Year 
Prerequisite:  None  Credit:    1.0 
Examination:  Local 

In this course, students will develop musical skills through 
performing on the dulcimer, listening to, analyzing, and 
describing music, and discovering ways in which music 
enriches our lives.  Students will learn how to read and 
write traditional music notation; learn how to play 
melodies, chords, and fingerpick on the lap dulcimer; be 
able to trace the evolution of popular music in the United 
States through folks songs, jazz, and rock; study a variety 
of multi-cultural music from backgrounds such as African, 
Native American, Asian, Hispanic, and others; become 
familiar with the characteristics, major works, and 
composers of the various periods in music history 
including Renaissance, Baroque, Classical, Romantic, and 
20th Century; compose simple, original melodies as well as 
duet parts to familiar songs; describe the impact and 
influence of music on present and past cultures. 
 

Foundations of Music 
Grades:  9-12  Length:  Full Year 
Prerequisite:  None  Credit:    .50 
Examination:  Local 

Students in Foundations of Music will study the basic 
processes and elements of the construction of music.  The 
course begins with a brief review of music notation and 
quickly moves into interval recognition, scale, and chord 
construction, basic musical forms, and concepts in 
harmony.  Students will develop greater musical 
understanding through sight-singing, ear-tuning, score 
analysis, melodic and rhythmic dictation, and composition.  
The course is open to all students with an understanding 
of music notation.  It is strongly recommended for any 
student considering majoring in music in college. 
(This course is offered every other year) 
 

 

 

 

Treble Choir 
Grades:  10-12  Length:  Semester 
Prerequisite:  1 year ensemble Credit:    .50 
Examination:  Local 

Through participation and study in treble choir, students 
will be able to produce a clear and pleasant tone with 
proper breath support; sing with reasonably good 
intonation; study and perform choral literature of various 
styles and from various periods of history; sight-sing 
melodies appropriate for ability level; sing in three and 
four-part harmony; sing with expression; and contribute 
positively to a musical organization.  Students in Treble 
Choir will study proper vocal technique; choral literature 
for mixed voices from a variety of historical periods; and 
music reading and sight-singing.  In addition, students will 
work effectively in a group situation and will participate in 
selected performances throughout the school year.  
Students who participate in Treble Choir will be scheduled 
for small group vocal lessons once each six-day cycle so 
that students can pursue the above objectives in a more 
individualized setting.  Instruction is tailored to meet 
individual needs.  Students will be expected to show 
improvement in the areas of vocal production, sight-
singing, and understanding of musical style, form, and 
harmony.  Students will study such areas as tone 
production, sight-singing, art song literature, and 
maintaining a harmony part.  Upperclassmen with a high 
level of music development will have the opportunity to 
perform in small ensembles. 

 

Concert Choir 
Grades:  9-12  Length:  Full Year 
Prerequisite:  None  Credit:    .50 
Examination:  Local 

Concert Choir is open to men in grades 9-12 and to women 
in grades 10-12.  The ability to match pitch and maintain a 
harmony part is required.  Previous choral experience is 
helpful but not mandatory.  Students in Concert Choir are 
expected to perform at a more advanced level.  They are 

All students are required to complete one (1) unit in art or music.  Students may 
either fulfill this requirement by being a part of a performance group or by 
taking the full year course, Music in Our Lives.   
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expected to: rehearse and perform level 5 and 6 choral 
literature from various historical periods and by a variety 
of composers; become familiar with different musical 
styles and forms; learn a minimum of six vocal solos 
during the year; perform a minimum of level 4 sight-
reading; analyze performances of his/her own group and 
others to improve skills. Students will study proper vocal 
technique; choral literature for mixed voices from a variety 
of historical periods and styles; music reading and sight-
singing; art song literature; and listening skills.  In 
addition, students will work effectively in a group situation 
and will participate in selected performances throughout 
the school year.  Students who participate in Concert Choir 
will be scheduled for small group vocal lessons once each 
six-day cycle so that students can pursue the above 
objectives in a more individualized setting.  Instruction is 
tailored to meet individual needs.  Students will be 
expected to show improvement in the areas of vocal 
production, sight singing, and understanding of musical 
style, form, and harmony.  Students will study such areas 
as tone production, sight singing, art song literature, and 
maintaining a harmony part.  Upperclassmen with a high 
level of music development will have the opportunity to 
perform in small ensembles. 

 

Concert Band 
Grades:  9-12  Length:  Full Year 
Prerequisite:  None  Credit:    .50 
Examination:  Local 

Students interested in Concert Band should be currently 
engaged in taking in-school and/or private lessons.  
Previous playing experience is essential. 

In Concert Band, students will develop ensemble 
performance skills; recognize and understand written 
musical notation and marking and be able to perform the 
same with a reasonable degree of proficiency; work 
effectively in a group situation and contribute to the total 
musicality of the group; and experience musical artistic 
performance.  Course content will include music reading; 
musical expression and phrasing; ear training; articulation 
and technique; and music history and theory as they apply 
to the music being studied.  Students who participate in 
Concert Band will be scheduled for small group 
instrumental lessons once each six-day cycle so that 
students can pursue the above objectives in a more 
individualized setting.  Instruction is tailored to meet 
individual needs.  Students will be expected to develop 
technical and musical skills; learn how to contribute to a 
musical group; understand basic theory as it is applied to a 
particular instrument; develop good practicing habits; and 
achieve a personal performance level which will enable the 
student to enjoy musical performance beyond high school. 

Wind Ensemble 
Grades:  9-12  Length:  Full Year 
Prerequisite:  None  Credit:    .50 
Examination:  Local 

Students interested in participating in Wind Ensemble 
must be granted permission from the instructor and are 
expected to be able to perform a NYSSMA solo at level 5 or 
6.   In Wind Ensemble, students will play band literature at 
NYSSMA level 4-6 difficulty with the goal of developing 
artistry (musical expression, phrasing, etc.) while 
continuing to improve technical skills.  Students will also 
explore music history and theory as they apply to the 
music being studied.  Students who participate in Wind 
Ensemble will be scheduled for small group instrumental 
lessons once each six-day cycle so that students can pursue 
the above objectives in a more individualized setting.  
Instruction is tailored to meet individual needs.  Students 
will be expected to develop technical and musical skills; 
learn how to contribute to a musical group; understand 
basic theory as it is applied to a particular instrument; 
develop good practicing habits; and achieve a personal 
performance level which will enable the student to enjoy 
musical performance beyond high school. 

 

Symphonic Orchestra 
Grades:  9-12  Length:  Full Year 
Prerequisite:  None  Credit:    .50 
Examination:  Local 

Students interested in participating in Symphonic 
Orchestra must have a reasonable musical background and 
performance proficiency on their orchestral instrument 
and commensurate with a minimum of NYSSMA level 3.  In 
this course, students will acquire skills, habits and 
techniques necessary for effective musical expression; 
become more sensitive to the aesthetic values of music; 
perform and appreciate varied selections from the world’s 
finest music literature; enjoy music through active 
participation in Orchestra; and contribute to the musical 
life of the school and community. Specific areas covered 
and stressed include music reading and interpretation; 
tone production and balance; ensemble playing; pitch 
refinement; and musicality.  Students who participate in 
Symphonic Orchestra will be scheduled for small group 
string lessons once each six-day cycle so that students can 
pursue the above objectives in a more individualized 
setting.  During lessons, the student will develop technical 
and musical skills on an instrument; use these skills to 
become a valuable member of the Orchestra; develop 
personal and musical confidence through solo and 
chamber music; develop a lifelong skill to perform on an 
instrument; and gain the ability to listen critically to music 
and appreciate fine music for the high art it truly is, and 
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the ability to distinguish between music as art and music 
as marketing. 

String Ensemble 
Grades:  9-12  Length:  Full Year 
Prerequisite:  None  Credit:    .50 
Examination:  Local 

Students interested in participating in String Ensemble 
must play a stringed instrument and be a member of the 
Symphonic Orchestra.  In this course, students will extend 
skills, habits, and techniques by performing advanced 
string orchestra literature; become sensitive to the 
aesthetic values of music and appreciate varied selections 

from a large body of string literature; and share this 
expanded repertoire with the school and community. 

String Ensemble offers increased exposure to the different 
musical periods.  Compositional techniques, idiomatic 
performance practices and interpretation according to 
historical periods, and the musical theory are all covered 
with increasing depth throughout the year. 
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Physical Education and Health 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Physical Education 
Grades:  9-12  Length:  Full Year 
Prerequisite:  None  Credit:    .50 
Examination:  Local 

The primary goal of Potsdam High School’s physical 
education program is to assist each child in the 
development of attitudes, skills, and knowledge of human 
movement, which lead to lifetime participation in a variety 
of activities. The objectives of this course are to provide 
students the opportunity for physical growth and 
development within a learning environment; to develop 
the student’s growth through which he/she may attain 
enjoyment and satisfaction in their school life and their 
adult life; to build a knowledge and appreciation of rules, 
regulations, strategies, and goals of team/individual 
sports; to develop the student’s skills, knowledge, and 
attitudes for continuing participation in physical 
recreations which are of benefit to the individual; and to 
develop an understanding that fitness is a function of 
personal lifestyle choices. 

Health 
Grades:  10-12  Length:  Semester 
Prerequisite:  None  Credit:    .50 
Examination:  Local 

 
In this course students will understand ways to promote 
health and prevent disease. Students will demonstrate 
positive personal and socially responsible health 
behaviors.  They will recognize threats to their health and 
environment and offer appropriate strategies to minimize 
them.  Students will understand the influence of culture, 
media, and technology in making decisions about personal 
and community health issues.  They will learn to use valid 
health information.  Topics included in the course include 
disease prevention and early detection, wellness, mental 
health issues, first aid and safety, CPR, drug (including 
alcohol and tobacco) use prevention, parenting and 
sexuality education, and HIV prevention and education.

 

New York State requires that ALL students in grades 9-12 successfully 
complete 16 ten-week units of Physical Education in order to graduate.  
Each year of Physical Education will earn ½ unit of credit for a total of two 
units of credit toward graduation.  Physical Education is graded numerically 
and included in the overall average and class rank.  All classes are co-
educational.  Each student must dress and actively participate in the 
program, which meets every other day for a full year.  

 Health Education is a course designed for students in grades 10, 11, or 12, 
or accelerated 9th graders.  All students must successfully complete ½ credit 
of Health as a state requirement to graduate from Potsdam High School. 
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Science Department 

 

 

 

 

Earth Science 
Grades:  9  Length:  Full Year 
Prerequisite:  None  Credit:    1.0 
Examination:  Regents 

In this course, students will come to better appreciate their 
environment; make informed judgments concerning our 
planet; gain an understanding of earth processes, methods 
of science and of earth scientists; learn the use of practical 
laboratory materials; and successfully complete the 
Regents Comprehensive Examination at the end of the 
course.  Areas to be covered include the earth and moon in 
space; the changing earth; water and seas; water in the air; 
energy and wind; wind, weather, and climate; weather of 
the lands; sediments in the sea; mountains from the seas; 
rocks within the mountains; rock cycles; evolution of 
landscapes; measuring time; records in rocks; life present, 
past and future. 

 

Living Environment 
Grades:  9-10  Length:  Full Year 
Prerequisite:  None  Credit:    1.0 
Examination:  Regents 

This course is designed to provide a broad, general 
understanding of the fundamental principles of biology 
and the living environment and to provide an extension of 
understanding in selected areas.   This course consists of 
the basic core of eight units and, in addition, several 
teacher-selected extended treatment areas.  Laboratory 
exercises have been chosen to facilitate development of 
major concepts of the New York State Syllabus.  The units 
studied include: Similarities and Differences Among Living 
Organisms, Homeostasis in Organisms, Genetic Continuity, 

Reproduction and Development, Evolution, Ecology, 
Human Impact on Ecosystems, Scientific Inquiry and Skills, 
and Laboratory Skills.   

 

Chemistry 
Grades:  10-12  Length:  Full Year 
Prerequisite:  Int. Algebra Credit:    1.0 
Examination:  Regents 

In this course, the student is expected to develop a better 
understanding of theoretical and practical chemistry that 
can be applied to the modern world.  This is a good 
preparation course for anyone interested in future studies 
of science, math, or nursing. Content areas covered in this 
course include the atom; formula and equations; 
mathematics of formulas and equations; physical behavior; 
periodic table; bonding; properties of solutions; kinetics 
and equilibrium; oxidation and reduction; acids, bases and 
salts; organic chemistry; and nuclear chemistry.   

 

Physics 
Grades:  11-12  Length:  Full Year 
Prerequisite:  Geometry Credit:    1.0 
Examination:  Regents 

In this course the student will develop an understanding of 
physical phenomena through both laboratory and 
recitation experiences, with some emphasis upon 
mathematical concepts and their use in application to 
physical problems.  Physics should be considered an 
introductory study of the physical sciences and a necessity 
for students contemplating a career in engineering, 
mathematics, or science.  In this course, the student will be 

In order to meet New York State graduation requirements for science, a 
student must successfully complete three units of science. For an Advanced 
Regents diploma, a student must take two Regents science classes (such as 
Earth Science and Living Environment) and pass at least two science Regents 
exams.  In order to pass a Regents science class and be eligible to take a 
Regents exam, a student must satisfactorily complete the required lab 
component.  Regents science courses feature labs every other day.  In addition 
to Regents classes in Earth Science, Living Environment, Chemistry, and 
Physics, the department also offers AP Biology, AP Chemistry, Forensic Science, 
Greenhouse, and Natural Resource Management. 
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introduced to mechanics; wave motion and optics; 
electricity and magnetism; atomic and nuclear physics; and 
modern physics. 

 

Advanced Placement Biology 
Grades:  11-12  Length:  Full Year 
Prerequisite:  Bio. & Chem. Credit:    1.0 
Examination:  AP Exam  

This course will be offered to students who wish to pursue 
a college-level study while still in high school.  The 
students will be required to take an Advanced Placement 
examination in May.   This course will include the 
following areas: characteristics, unity, and diversity of 
living things; concepts of evolution as an explanation of 
unity and diversity of living things; concepts of evolution 
as an explanation of unity and diversity; homeostasis as a 
basis of biological phenomenon; and new situations 
including those involving man and society.   

 
 

Forensic Science (SUPA) 
Grades:  11-12  Length:  Full Year 
Prerequisite:  Bio. & Chem. Credit:    1.0 
Examination:  Local  

This course is intended to provide an introduction to 
understanding the science behind crime detection. Recent 
advances in scientific methods and principles have had an 
enormous impact upon law enforcement and the entire 
criminal justice system, and this course will present a 
number of those methods that are relevant to crime 
detection and analysis. The course will emphasize the 
techniques used in evaluating physical evidence; 
laboratory exercises will include techniques commonly 
employed in forensic investigations. Topics included are 
blood analysis, organic and inorganic evidence analysis, 
microscopic investigations, hair analysis, DNA, drug 
chemistry and toxicology, fiber comparisons, paints, glass 
composition and fragmentation, fingerprints, soil 
comparisons, and arson investigations, among others. This 
is a college course offered through Syracuse University, 
and students paying the (discounted) fee for SU credit will 
receive a Syracuse University transcript 

 

Greenhouse 1 
Grades:  9-12  Length:  Full Year 
Prerequisite:  None  Credit:    1.0 
Examination:  Local  

Greenhouse is an applied science that can be used to fulfill 
the third science credit requirement. This course is 
designed to increase students’ knowledge of horticulture, 
including greenhouse construction and management, plant 
science, and customer relations.  This course will focus on 
the growing of houseplants.  Students will study growing 
methods, plant anatomy, greenhouse design, and business 
skills.   

 

Greenhouse 2 
Grades:  9-12  Length: Semester 
Prerequisite:  None  Credit:    .50 
Examination:  Local  

Greenhouse is an applied science that can be used to fulfill 
the third science credit requirement.   This course is 
designed to increase students’ knowledge of horticulture, 
including greenhouse construction and management, plant 
science, and customer relations.  This course will focus on 
landscape design and the growing and selling of bedding 
plants.  Students will study growing methods, plant 
anatomy, landscape design, and business skills.  

 

Natural Resource Management 1 
Grades:  9-12  Length:  Semester 
Prerequisite:  None  Credit:    .50 
Examination:  Local  

Natural Resource Management is an applied science 
course that can be used to fulfill the third science credit 
requirement.  This course is designed to introduce 
students to wildlife management and wildlife species 
identification, the conservation of natural resources, and 
lifelong outdoor life skills.  Course content includes tree 
identification, forestry and woodlot management, wildlife 
identification and management, a class project building a 
canoe or snowshoes, and raising rainbow trout. 

 

Natural Resource Management 2 
Grades:  9-12  Length:  Semester 
Prerequisite:  None  Credit:    .50 
Examination:  Local  

Natural Resource Management is an applied science 
course that can be used to fulfill the third science credit 
requirement.  This course is designed to introduce 
students to wildlife management and wildlife species 
identification, conservation of natural resources, and 
lifelong outdoor life skills.  Course content includes air and 
water quality, bird identification, map and compass use, 
land surveying, and GPS/GIS technologies
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Social Studies Department 

 

 
 

 

 

Global History and Geography 1 
Grades:  9  Length:  Full Year 
Prerequisite:  None  Credit:    1.0 
Examination:  Local 

In this course, students will study the world in a 
chronological format from Prehistory to Early Modern 
Civilizations (1700s); compare and contrast a variety of 
world cultures during similar historical periods of time; 
demonstrate knowledge of geography and how it impacts 
the way people live; and discuss and evaluate current 
global events. 

  

Global History and Geography 2 
Grades:  10  Length:  Full Year 
Prerequisite:  Global 1  Credit:    1.0 
Examination:  Regents Exam 

In this course, students will demonstrate knowledge of at 
least four major geographic regions of the world; local, 
economic and political forces that have shaped various 
regions of the world; the development of various cultures 
since the 18th century; the impact of past decisions on 
current international issues; the use of research skills to 
collect data to draw conclusions, prove thesis statements, 
and make generalizations; the use of various methods of 
presentations to inform groups about topics; the value the 
positive contributions of various cultures to the modern 
world.  

Course content will include the Enlightenment; the French 
Revolution; the Industrial Revolution; revolution in Europe 
and Latin America; nationalism in Europe; European 

imperialism; World War I and II; and the World since  

 

 

1945 (Europe, Latin America, Middle East, South 
Asia, Asia, and Africa). 

 

United States History and Government 
Grades:  11  Length:  Full Year 
Prerequisite:  Global Studies Credit:    1.0 
Examination:  Regents 

In this course, students will learn historical events and the 
people who contributed to our cultural heritage; principles 
of the Constitution and its function throughout history; the 
industrial revolution and its impact, including immigration 
throughout history; political movements and their impact 
on American society; and the changing role of the US 
Government in world affairs.  Students will study 
amendments and Supreme Court decisions; the American 
political system; cultural history in the United States; and 
international relations of the United States and the 
American economic system. 

 

Economics 
Grades:  12  Length:  Semester 
Prerequisite:  U.S. History Credit:    .50 
Examination:  Local 

This course will emphasize economic decision-making. The 

course will focus on the basic economic concepts needed to 

evaluate macroeconomic conditions, government policies, and 

personal finance. The course will focus on how economic 

systems reflect the values of societies.  Course content will 

include economic reasoning, factors of production, 

fundamental questions of economics and economic goals of 

our society; the free enterprise system; the role of business, 

All students are required to take four years of social studies.  The State of 
New York also requires that students demonstrate competency in both global 
history and geography and United States history and government.  Students 
must pass a Regents exam to satisfy the requirement in both courses.  The 
global history Regents Exam is offered at the conclusion of the two-year 
course at the end of the sophomore year.  The U.S. history and government 
course ends the 11th grade year with a Regents exam.  Students are also 
required to take one semester of economics, and one semester of 
participation in government or the full-year civics course.  All three courses 
are offered senior year and end with a local exam or a project-based 
assessment.  

 

 

 



 
 

26 
 

labor and government in the economy; economic stability; the 

role of money, credit and banking; and the United States 

economy within the global economy, other economic systems, 

international trade, and the developing world. 

 

Participation in Government 
Grades:  12  Length:  Semester 
Prerequisite:  U.S. History Credit:    .50 
Examination:  Local 

In this course students will learn about the historical 
development of the government of the United States; the 
constitution of the United States and its significance in 
their lives; citizens’ rights and responsibilities; citizens’ 
role with political parties, political participation, interest 
groups, media, etc.; and U.S. government’s role in the 
world today. 

 

Civics 
Grade:  12  Length: Full Year 
Prerequisite U.S. History Credit: 1.0 
Examination: Local 

Civics is a full year course that meets or exceeds the New 
York State Standards for the two individual semester 
courses in Economics and Government.  Students will be 
introduced to the concepts of government, citizenship, and 
the American economic and legal system.  Students will 
also complete a number of service learning projects and 
will participate in the Junior Achievement Company 
program. 
 

Psychology  
Grades:  11-12  Length:  Full Year 
Prerequisite:  None  Credit:    1.0 
Examination:  Local 

This course is offered through Paul Smith’s Advanced 
Studies Program. In this course, students will learn about 
different approaches to psychology; understand the 
integration of brain, body, and awareness; be able to 
identify the cognitive processes; be able to recognize the 
stages of human development; evaluate theories of 
personality, coping and conflict resolution skills; 
investigate psychological disorders; and understand socio-
cultural influences.  Students will study all areas of 
psychology; learn historical perspective of psychology; 
identify modern psychology approaches; discuss ethics; 
examine the brain; identify emotions and their stimulus; 

understand and define intelligence; examine issues in 
intelligence testing; examine the effect of heredity vs. 
environment; learn about juvenile delinquency; discuss 
issues related to gender role behavior.  Students in this 
course may opt to challenge the AP Psychology exam.  
Note: students may elect to take this course for school credit 
only. 

 

Advanced Placement Government and Politics 
Grades:  12  Length:  Full Year 
Prerequisite:  U.S. History Credit:    1.0 
Examination:  Local 

In this course students will examine the kind of 
government the constitution established with particular 
attention to federalism and separation of powers; 
understand how citizens’ beliefs about government, its 
leaders, and the U.S. political system evolve and the 
process by which they are transmitted; examine the 
historical evolution of the U.S. party system, the functions 
and structures of political parties, and the effects they have 
on the political process; become familiar with the 
organizations and powers of the Congress, the presidency, 
the bureaucracy, and the federal courts; and understand 
and study the development and defense of issues including 
Civil Rights and Civil Liberties. 
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Technology Education Department 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Design Drawing for Production (DDP) 
Grades:  9-12  Length:  Full Year 
Prerequisite:  None  Credit:    1.0 
Examination:  Local 

DDP is an introductory technology course designed to 
develop students’ problem-solving abilities and give them 
the skills necessary to successfully complete the upper-
level pre-engineering courses.  Topics of study include: 
basic measurement, sketching, two-dimensional and three-
dimensional CAD systems, technical drawing standards, 
the design process, visual design principles and elements, 
graphic design, the history of technology, inventors and 
inventions of the last 1500 years.  DDP can be used to 
satisfy a student’s art/music credit requirement.  

 

Introduction to Engineering Design (IED) 
Grades:  9-12  Length:  Full Year 
Prerequisite:  None  Credit:    1.0 
Examination:  Local 

In this course, students use 3D solid modeling design 
software to help them design solutions to solve proposed 
problems. Students will learn how to document their work 
and communicate solutions to peers and members of the 
professional community. The major focus of the IED course 
is to expose students to the design process, research and 
analysis, teamwork, communication methods, global and 
human impacts, engineering standards, and technical 
documentation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Principles of Engineering (POE) 
Grades:  10-12  Length:  Full Year 
Prerequisite:  IED; Geometry Credit:    1.0 
Examination:  Local 

This survey course of engineering exposes students to 
some of the major concepts they’ll encounter in a 
postsecondary engineering course of study. Students have 
an opportunity to investigate engineering and high-tech 
careers and to develop skills and understanding of course 
concepts. Students employ engineering and scientific 
concepts in the solution of engineering design problems. 
They develop problem-solving skills and apply their 
knowledge of research and design to create solutions to 
various challenges. Students also learn how to document 
their work and communicate their solutions to peers and 
members of the professional community.  

Civil Engineering and Architecture  
Grades:  11-12  Length:  Full Year 
Prerequisite:  POE  Credit:    1.0 
Examination:  Local 

The major focus of this course is completing long-term 
projects that involve the development of property sites. As 
students learn about various aspects of civil engineering 
and architecture, they apply what they learn to the design 
and development of a property. The course provides 
teachers and students freedom to develop the property as 
a simulation or for students to model the experiences that 
civil engineering and architects face. Students work in 
teams, exploring hands-on activities and projects to learn 
the characteristics of civil engineering and architecture. In 
addition, students use 3D design software to help them 
design solutions to solve major course projects. Students 
learn about documenting their project, solving problems, 
and communicating their solutions to their peers and 
members of the professional community of civil 
engineering and architecture.  

The Technology Department offers many practical courses that students can 
use throughout their lives.  Many people think that these courses are only for 
students entering the work force directly after graduation.  While this is the 
case for some, it is certainly not true of all students enrolled in technology 
courses.  For students pursuing a career in the many and varied areas of 
engineering, architecture, electronics, construction and building, this 
department offers courses that will form the foundation for more advanced 
study in college.  Participation in these courses at Potsdam High School will 
give students a head start in those widely diversified areas. 
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Residential Structures 
Grades:  10-12  Length:  Semester 
Prerequisite:  None  Credit:    .50 
Examination:  Local 

Upon completion of this course, students will be able to 
properly identify, select, and use tools and equipment to 
perform various tasks necessary in the field of home 
construction and maintenance; discuss the various 
materials used in construction; estimate materials for the 
job; and understand preconstruction concerns such as 
permit, site layout and restrictions.  About 50% of the class 
time will be devoted to “hands on” work with tools and 
equipment in the field.  Students will build individual 
projects, or, as a class, construct a small building.  

 

 

Creativity 
Grades:  9-12  Length:  Semester 
Prerequisite:  None  Credit:   .5 
Examination:  Local 

Upon completion of this course, students will be able to: 
identify and safely use the woodworking equipment to 
complete a pre-designed project or one of their own 
design; identify and select materials to construct the 
project; and design and complete their item, including 
sketches, dimensions, procedures for construction, 
fabrication and finish. In this course, students will devote 
75% of their time to building a nice piece of woodworked 
furniture including a dovetailed drawer and raised panel 
door.  Students will become proficient in the safe use of 
woodworking tools, equipment and materials.  The 
remaining time will be spent on homework, lessons, 
demonstrations and tests. 
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Potsdam High School Course Offerings 
2013-2014 

ENGLISH 

1201  English 1     1.0 
1202  English 1 Honors    1.0 
1203  English 2     1.0 
1204  English 2 Honors    1.0 
1205  English 3     1.0 
1206  AP Language/Composition   1.0 
1207  English 4     1.0 
1208  AP Literature/Composition   1.0 

 

LANGUAGES OTHER THAN ENGLISH 

1401  French 1     1.0 
1402  French 2     1.0 
1403  French 3     1.0 
1404  French 4*    1.0 
1405  AP French 5*    1.0 

1410  Spanish 1    1.0 
1411  Spanish 2    1.0 
1412  Spanish 3    1.0 
1413  Spanish 4    1.0 

 

MATHEMATICS 

1501  Integrated Algebra   1.0 
1517  Introduction to Algebra   1.0 
1503  Integrated Algebra II   1.0 
1504  Geometry    1.0 
1505  Algebra IIA    1.0 
1506  Algebra IIB    1.0 
1507  Algebra 2/Trigonometry   1.0 
1508  Pre-Calculus    1.0 
1538  Introduction to Calculus   1.0 
1509  Advanced Algebra    1.0 
1510  Financial Math    1.0 
1511  Calculus  (SUPA)*    1.0 

1110  Personal Finance Management  0.5 
1113  Business 101    0.5 
1114  Introduction to Marketing   0.5 

 

SCIENCE 

1801  Earth Science    1.0 
1803  Earth Science Lab    0.0 
1803  Living Environment   1.0 
1828  Living Environment Honors   1.0 

1807  Living Environment Lab   0.0 
1809  Chemistry    1.0 
1810  Chemistry Lab    0.0 
1811  Physics     1.0 
1812  Physics Lab    0.0 
1813  AP Biology     1.0 
1814  AP Biology Lab    0.0 
1815  Forensic Science    1.0 
1820  Greenhouse I    0.5 
1821  Greenhouse II    0.5 
1822  Natural Resource Management I  0.5 
1823  Natural Resource Management II  0.5 
 
 

SOCIAL STUDIES 

1901  Global History and Geography 1  1.0 
1902  Global History and Geography 2  1.0 
1905  United States History   1.0 
1907  Economics    0.5 
1908  Participation in Government  0.5 
1911  Civics     1.0 
1308  Psychology (Paul Smiths)*   1.0 
1909  AP Government and Politics   1.0 

 
 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION/HEALTH 

1701  Physical Education 9/10   0.5 
1702  Physical Education 11/12   0.5 
1704  Health     0.5 
 

FINE ARTS 

1001  Studio Art    1.0 
1002  Drawing & Painting 1   0.5 
1003  Drawing & Painting 2   0.5 
1004  Drawing & Painting 3   0.5 
1005  Drawing & Painting 4   0.5 
1008  Photography and Graphic Design 1  0.5 
1009  Photography and Graphic Design 2  0.5 
1018  Advanced Studio    1.0 
1601  Music in Our Lives    1.0 
1603  Treble Choir    0.5 
1604  Concert Choir    0.5 
1605  Concert Band    0.5 
1606  Wind Ensemble    0.5 
1607  Symphonic Orchestra   0.5 
1608  String Ensemble    0.5 
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TECHNOLOGY 

 
2012  Design and Drawing for Production (DDP) 1.0 
2014  Introduction to Engineering Design (IED)* 1.0 
2002  Principles of Engineering(POE)*  1.0 
2013  Civil Engineering*    1.0 
2004  Residential Structures   0.5 
2009  Creativity    0.5 
 

 

SEAWAY AREA TECHNICAL CENTER 

2201  Automotive Technology 1   3.0 
2202  Automotive Technology 2   3.0 
2203  Building Trades 1    3.0 
2204  Building Trades 2    3.0 
2205  Criminal Justice 1    3.0 
2206  Criminal Justice 2    3.0 
2207  Cosmetology 1    3.0 
2208  Cosmetology 2    3.0 
2209  Culinary Arts 1    3.0 
2210  Culinary Arts 2    3.0 
2211  Early Childhood Ed. 1   3.0 
2212  Early Childhood Ed. 2   3.0 
2213  Environmental Tech. 1   3.0 
2214  Environmental Tech. 2   3.0 

2215  Health Careers 1    3.0 
2216  Health Careers 2    3.0  
2217  HVAC 1     3.0 
2218  HVAC 2     3.0 
2219  Multi-Occupations 1   3.0 
2220  Multi-Occupations 2   3.0 
2221  Metal Working 1    3.0 
2222  Metal Working 2    3.0 
2223  Computers/Bus. Tech. 1   3.0 
2224  Computers/Bus. Tech 2   3.0 
2225  Allied Health    3.0 
2227  Applied Math A    0.5 
2228  Applied Science A    0.5 
2229  Applied Math B    0.5 
2230  Applied Science B  

 

 

 

 

 
*College Credit Available – See Course Description
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Potsdam High School Extra-Curricular Activities
Potsdam High School offers a large number of extra-curricular activities including clubs, performance groups, and 
interscholastic athletic teams.  These activities, for the most part, meet after school, with some activities requiring 
students to occasionally miss a day of school for special events and competitions. All students who participate in 
extra-curricular activities are subject to eligibility requirements as detailed in the Extra-curricular Eligibility 
Policy. 

Artistic Congress 

Purpose: The purpose of Artistic 
Congress is to involve all students 
interested in the arts with an 
opportunity to do so beyond the school 
day and schedule.  The art studio and 
supplies are available weekly after 
school, and the group organizes and 
schedules a variety of arts-related 
activities each year. 
Membership:  Open to all 9-12 students 
Advisor: Ashley Eipp 
aeipp@potsdam.k12.ny.us 

 

Canta Sera Chamber Singers 

Purpose: Canta Sera is an ensemble 
designed to study and perform 
advanced choral music, to perform at 
community functions, and to serve as an 
outreach musical organization.   
Membership: Students in grades 9-12 
may audition or may obtain permission 
from the advisor. 
Advisor: Mrs. Tammara Madeja 
tmadeja@potsdam.k12.ny.us 

 

French Club 

Purpose: French Club provides 
members the opportunity to explore 
French and Francophone cultures 
through regular social and educational 
activities.   
Membership: 9-12 French students 
Advisor: Mrs. Patricia Moosbrugger and 
Mrs. Danielle Wilson 
pmoosbrugger@potsdam.k12.ny.us; 
dwilson@potsdam.k12.ny.us 

 

Gay/Straight Alliance 

Purpose: The purpose of the 
Gay/Straight Alliance is to provide a 
sense of equality and promote 

awareness and acceptance of gay, 
lesbian, bisexual, and transgender 
people.  
Membership: 9-12 Students 
Advisor: TDB 
 

 

Jazz Band 

Purpose: Jazz Band is an ensemble that 
plays jazz, rock, Latin-rock music in a 
hands-on, creative setting.  Students 
provide lots of input into the creative 
process. 
Membership: 9-12 Band Students 
Advisor: TBD 

 

Key Club 

Purpose: The purpose of Key Club is to 
provide service to the school and the 
community and to provide members 
with opportunities to develop 
leadership skills and citizenship. 
Membership: Students in grades 9-12 
Advisor: Mr. Phil Foisy 
pfoisy@potsdam.k12.ny.us 

 

Mock Trial 

Purpose: Mock Trial is intended to 
provide students who have an interest 
in the law with an opportunity to learn 
about law and legal procedures and 
their application in a courtroom setting.  
Participants first take part in a 
preparation class and then begin 
preparing for the St. Lawrence County 
Mock Trial tournament. 
Membership: 9-12 Students 
Advisors: Mr. Daniel Jenack and  
Mr. David Haggard 

 

 

Model United Nations 

Purpose: Model U.N. is designed to 
encourage vigorous debate on issues 
that are of vital importance in the arena 
of international relations and on issues 
that transcend boundaries and affect the 
future of humanity.  In addition, 
participants will develop an 
understanding of the structure of the 
United Nations, its strengths and 
weaknesses, and the scope of the depth 
of the issues facing they organization. 
Membership: 9-12 Students 
Advisors: Ms. Julie Jenkins and Ms. April 
Barnes jjenkins@potsdam.k12.ny.us; 
abarnes@potsdam.k12.ny.us 

 

National Honor Society 

Purpose: The purpose of National 
Honor Society is to recognize excellence 
in high school students in the areas of 
scholarship, leadership, character, and 
service and to serve the school and 
community. 
Membership: Students in grades 10-12 
with averages about 90% who are 
selected by the National Honor Society 
Faculty Council.  
Advisor: Miss Rose Preston  
rpreston@potsdam.k12.ny.us 

 

 

Newspaper 

Purpose: Students who participate in 
the school newspaper will learn the 
basic principles of journalism, work 
together as a team, and produce a 
regular newspaper for the school 
community. 
Membership: 9-12 Students 
Advisor: Mr. Jake Roberts 
jroberts@potsdam.k12.ny.us 
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Red Cross Club 

Purpose: The purpose of the Red Cross 
Club is to create a  group of dedicated 
High School students that work closely 
with the American Red Cross to 
coordinate community service projects, 
blood drives, CPR, First Aid and AED 
training for our members and fund 
raisers to benefit others in need. 
Membership: Students in Grades 9-12 
Advisor: Mr. Joachim Van Ells 
jvanells@potsdam.k12.ny.us 

 

 

Speech and Debate 

Purpose: This club is designed to 
cultivate the ability among young people 
to share ideas, to challenge the system, 
to improve, and to communicate. 
Membership: 9-12 Students 
Advisor – Mr. Daniel Jenack  

 

 

 

 

Student Council 

Purpose: Student Council is formed for 
educational and school service for the 
purpose of community service and to 
increase student involvement in the 
school environment. 
Membership: 9-12 Students 
Advisor: Mr. Jim Allott 
jallott@potsdam.k12.ny.us 

 

 

Varsity Club 

Purpose: The purpose of Varsity Club is 
to organize and assist a variety of 
activities that can provide student-
athletes with the opportunity for a well-
rounded experience during their high 
school years. 
Membership – 9-12 Students who have 
earned a varsity letter in at least two 
different varsity sports 
Advisors: Mrs. Jill Gaebel and Mr. Joe 
Stark 
 jgaebel@potsdam.k12.ny.us; 
jstark@potsdam.k12.ny.us 

Whiz Quiz 
Purpose: Whiz Quiz hones students’ 
academic skills while developing public 
speaking proficiency and building 
student confidence. Whiz Quiz provides 
members the opportunity to participate 
in a highly-visible, community-building 
activity. 
Membership: Students in grades 9-12 
are eligible to try out for spots on the 
competitive team 
Advisor: Mrs. Catherine Boula 
cboula@potsdam.k12.ny.us 

 

Yearbook 

Purpose: Students will collect 
information and photographs and 
complete layouts in order to publish the 
annual high school yearbook.  
Fundraising is necessary in order to 
keep the cost of the yearbook low. 
Membership: 9-12 Students 
Advisor: Mrs. Sue Waters and 
Mrs. Tammy Madeja 
swaters@potsdam.k12.ny.us; 
tmadeja@potsdam.k12.ny.us

 

Interscholastic Athletics 
 
Fall Programs 

J.V. Football  
Varsity Football  
Varsity Football Cheerleading  
J.V. Boys’ Soccer  
Varsity Boys’ Soccer  
J.V. Girls’ Soccer 
Varsity Girls’ Soccer 
Varsity Cross Country  
Varsity Swimming  
J.V. Volleyball  
Varsity Volleyball  

 

Winter Programs 

J.V. Boys’ Basketball  
Varsity Boys’ Basketball 
J.V. Girls’ Basketball 
Varsity Girls’ Basketball 
Varsity Boys’ Hockey 
Varsity Girls’ Hockey 
Varsity Wrestling (Merger with        
Canton) 
Boys’ Varsity Indoor Track 
Girls’ Varsity Indoor Track 
 

 

Spring Programs 

Modified Boys’ Baseball (9th grade) 
Varsity Boys’ Baseball 
Modified Girls’ Softball (9th grade) 
Varsity Girls’ Softball 
Modified Boys’ Lacrosse (9th grade) 
Varsity Boys’ Lacrosse 
Varsity Girls’ Lacrosse 
Varsity Girls’ Outdoor Track & Field 
Varsity Boys’ Outdoor Track & Field
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