
access to gain use of or have available (p. 318)

accommodate to provide someone with
something needed or desired (p. 428)

accurate to be free from mistakes (p. 397)

achieve to get something desired by effort 
(p. 399)

acupuncture Chinese practice of easing pain by
sticking thin needles into patients’ skin 
(p. 300)

affect to make a change in or have an influence
on (p. 248)

agora an open area in the Greek city-states that
served as both a market and a meeting
place (p. 341)

alliance agreement between people or nations to
work together for assistance or protection 
(p. 320)

alphabet group of letters that stand for sounds 
(p. 205)

anatomy the study of body structure (p. 463)

anthropologist scientist who studies the physical
characteristics and cultures of humans and
their ancestors (p. 123)

apostle early Christian leader who had been
chosen by Jesus to spread his message
(p. 506)

aqueduct a human-made channel built to carry
water (p. 448)

archaeologist scientist who learns about past
human life by studying fossils and artifacts
(p. 123)

area a space of land (p. 249)

aristocrat a noble whose wealth came from land
ownership (p. 279)

artifact weapon, tool, or other item made by
humans (p. 123)

artisan skilled craftsperson (p. 136)

astronomer a person who studies stars, planets,
and other heavenly bodies (pp. 147, 409)

authority the right to give commands (p. 477)

aware to have understanding or knowledge of
something (p. 249)

barter to exchange goods without using money 
(p. 476)

behalf to represent or support another person 
(p. 359)

Brahman in Hinduism, the universal spirit of
which all deities are different parts 
(p. 247)

Buddhism religion founded by Siddhartha
Gautama, the Buddha; taught that the way
to find truth was to give up all desires 
(p. 249)

bureaucracy a group of appointed officials who
are responsible for different areas of
government (p. 281)

capable the ability to do something well 
(p. 448)

capacity the ability to contain or produce 
(p. 421)

caravan group of traveling merchants and
animals (p. 146)

caste a social group that a person is born into
and cannot change (p. 243)

cataract steep rapids formed by cliffs and
boulders in a river (p. 157)

challenge to face difficulties (p. 432)

chapter a new division of time in history or in a
book (p. 423)
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city-state • domesticate

city-state independent state made up of a city
and the surrounding land and villages 
(p. 135)

civil an issue or problem between citizens of
the same country or nation (p. 296)

civilization a society with cities, organized
government, art, religion, and class
divisions (p. 133)

clergy religious officials, such as priests, given
authority to conduct religious services 
(p. 513)

code system of principles or rules (p. 139)

collapse to break down or cave-in completely
(p. 189)

colony settlement in a new territory that keeps
close ties with its homeland (p. 343)

comedy a form of drama in which the story has
a happy ending (p. 383)

commit to set a goal and perform the steps
necessary to achieve it (p. 446)

community a group of people with common
interests and shared rights (p. 341)

complex having many parts, details, ideas, or
functions (p. 133)

concept an idea or thought (p. 266)

conflict strong disagreement (p. 383)

Confucianism a system of beliefs introduced by
the Chinese thinker Confucius; taught that
people needed to have a sense of duty to
their family and community in order to
bring peace to society (p. 288)

consist what something is made up of (p. 136)

constant occurring over and over again 
(p. 464)

construct to build or put together (p. 184)

consul one of the two top government officials
in ancient Rome (p. 428)

convince to make a person believe or agree 
(p. 287)

core the center or most important part (p. 143)

covenant agreement (p. 202)

create to make (p. 204)

culture ways of life shared by members of a
group (p. 339)

cuneiform Sumerian system of writing made up
of wedge-shaped markings (p. 136)

currency a type of money (pp. 296, 450)

Dao the proper way Chinese kings were
expected to rule under the Mandate of
Heaven (p. 282)

Daoism Chinese philosophy based on the
teachings of Laozi; taught that people should
turn to nature and give up their worldly
concerns (p. 290)

decade a period of 10 years (p. 502)

decline to move toward a lower level (p. 189)

deity a god or goddess (p. 167)

delta area of fertile soil at the mouth of a river 
(p. 157)

democracy government in which all citizens
share in running the government (p. 346)

despite in spite of (p. 436)

dharma in Hinduism, the divine law that
requires people to perform the duties of their
caste (p. 248)

Diaspora refers to the scattering of communities
of Jews outside their homeland after the
Babylonian captivity (p. 216)

dictator in ancient Rome, a person who ruled
with complete power temporarily during
emergencies (p. 429)

direct democracy system of government in
which people gather at mass meetings to
decide on government matters (p. 359)

disciple close follower of Jesus (p. 502)

doctrine official church teaching (p. 513)

domesticate to tame animals and plants for
human use (p. 127)
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*dominate • hierarchy

dominate to have control over someone else 
(p. 264)

drama a story told by actors who pretend to be
characters in the story (p. 382)

dynasty line of rulers from the same family 
(pp. 162, 260, 278)

economy organized way in which people
produce, sell, and buy goods and services
(p. 363)

embalming process developed by the ancient
Egyptians of preserving a person’s body
after death (p. 167)

empire group of territories or nations under a
single ruler or government (pp. 139, 209)

enforce to make sure laws are carried out
correctly (p. 347)

enormous great in size or number (p. 489)

epic a long poem that tells about legendary or
heroic deeds (p. 379)

Epicureanisma philosophy founded by Epicurus
in Hellenistic Athens; taught that happiness
through the pursuit of pleasure was the
goal of life (p. 408)

establish to put securely in place (p. 510)

estate a large country house on a large piece of
land (p. 436)

estimate a guess based on evidence (p. 313)

excommunicate to declare that a person or
group no longer belongs to a church (p. 518)

exile period of forced absence from one’s
country or home (p. 214)

expand to increase in number, size, or amount 
(p. 483)

expose to lay open (p. 313)

fable a short story that teaches a lesson (p. 380)

feature shape or appearance of land or an
object (p. 158)

filial piety children’s respect for their parents
and older relatives, an important part of
Confucian beliefs (p. 286)

focus center of interest (p. 201)

Forum open space in Rome that served as a
marketplace and public square (p. 464)

fossil trace or imprint of a plant or animal that
has been preserved in rock (p. 123)

found to start or establish (p. 298)

foundation the beginning of a system or
building; the first layer (p. 441)

framework basic structure of a building or
organization (p. 365)

generation a group of individuals born and
living at the same time in history (p. 380)

glacier huge sheet of ice (p. 313)

gladiator in ancient Rome, person who fought
animals and other people as public
entertainment (p. 464)

goal the object toward which effort is directed 
(p. 408)

gospel (“good news”) the four accounts of
Jesus’ life, teachings, and resurrection 
(p. 513)

grant to permit as a favor (p. 378)

guru a religious teacher and spiritual guide in
Hinduism (p. 245)

Hellenistic Era period when the Greek language
and Greek ideas spread to the non-Greek
peoples of southwest Asia (p. 402)

helot person who was conquered and enslaved
by the ancient Spartans (p. 346)

hierarchy organization with different levels of
authority (p. 513)
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hieroglyphics • mosaic

hieroglyphics a system of writing made up of
picture symbols developed by the ancient
Egyptians (p. 160)

Hinduism a religion that grew out of the
religion of the Aryans in ancient India 
(p. 247)

icon Christian religious image or picture 
(p. 516)

iconoclast person who opposed the use of icons
in Byzantine churches, saying that icons
encouraged the worship of idols (p. 517)

ideograph a character that joins two or more
pictographs to represent an idea (p. 280)

income pay received from work done 
(p. 487)

individual a single member of a group 
(p. 242)

inflation period of rapidly increasing prices 
(p. 476)

instruct to give knowledge or information 
(p. 207)

internal the inside structure of a community,
government, or body (p. 357)

interpret to explain the meaning of something 
(p. 280)

interval space between things or time 
(p. 146)

irrigation method of bringing water to a field
from another place to water crops (p. 134)

isolate to be apart from others (p. 421)

issue to distribute officially (p. 512)

item a separate part of a group (p. 283)

karma in Hinduism, the good or bad energy a
person builds up based upon whether he or
she lives a good or bad life (p. 248)

labor work that is physically hard (p. 164)

laity church members who are not clergy 
(p. 513)

latifundia large farming estates in ancient Rome 
(p. 436)

lecture a talk given in front of a group for
instruction (p. 408)

legacy is what a person leaves behind when he
or she dies (p. 402)

Legalism Chinese philosophy developed by
Hanfeizi; taught that humans are naturally
evil and therefore need to be ruled by harsh
laws (p. 291)

legion smaller unit of the Roman army  made
up of about 6,000 soldiers (p. 424)

legislate to make law (p. 428)

link to join separate things together (p. 282)

maintain to keep control of a situation (p. 183)

major great in number, quality or extent 
(p. 409)

mandate formal order (p. 282)

martyr person willing to die rather than give
up his or her beliefs (p. 511)

messiah in Judaism, a deliverer sent by God 
(pp. 221, 502)

military an army (p. 401)

missionary person who travels to carry the
ideas of a religion to others (p. 519)

monastery religious community where monks
live and work (p. 519)

monotheism the belief in one God (p. 201)

monsoon strong wind that blows one direction
in winter and the opposite direction in
summer (p. 239)

mosaic picture made from many bits of colored
glass, tile, or stone (p. 490)
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mummy • raja

mummy a body that has been embalmed and
wrapped in linen (p. 168)

myth traditional story describing gods or
heroes or explaining natural events (p. 377)

nirvana in Buddhism, a state of wisdom and
freedom from the cycle of rebirth (p. 249)

nomad a person who regularly moves from
place to place (p. 125)

occupy to live in or take possession of
something (p. 201)

ode poem that expresses strong emotions
about life (p. 462)

oligarchy government in which a small group
of people holds power (p. 346)

oracle sacred shrine where a priest or priestess
spoke for a god or goddess (p. 378)

overseas across the sea or ocean (p. 340)

papyrus a plant of the Nile Valley used to make
a form of paper (p. 160)

parable story that uses events from everyday
life to express spiritual ideas (p. 503)

participate take part in an activity or gathering 
(p. 349)

paterfamilias (“father of the family”) name for
the father as head of the household in
ancient Rome (p. 465)

patrician wealthy landowner and a member of
the ruling class in ancient Rome (p. 427)

Pax Romana (“Roman Peace”) long era of peace
and safety in the Roman Empire (p. 445)

peninsula a body of land with water on three
sides (p. 337)

period a portion of time in history (p. 166)

persecute to mistreat a person because of his or
her beliefs or differences (p. 511)

pharaoh all-powerful ruler in ancient Egypt 
(p. 166)

philosopher a thinker who seeks wisdom and
ponders questions about life (pp. 360, 393)

philosophy the study of nature and the meaning
of life; comes from the Greek word for “love
of wisdom” (p. 393)

pictograph a character that stands for an object 
(p. 280)

pilgrim person who travels to a religious shrine
or site (p. 264)

plane geometry a branch of mathematics that
shows how points, lines, angles, and
surfaces relate to one another (p. 410)

plebeian member of the common people in
ancient Rome (p. 427)

polis early Greek city-state, made up of a city
and the surrounding countryside and run
like an independent country (p. 341)

pope the bishop of Rome, later the head of the
Roman Catholic Church (p. 514)

praetor important government official in
ancient Rome (p. 428)

predict a guess about what will happen in the
future (p. 321)

principle law or fact of nature (p. 169)

promote to help grow or develop (p. 290)

prophet person believed to be instructed by
God to share God’s words (p. 207)

proverb a wise saying (p. 209)

province political district (p. 144)

pyramid huge stone structure built by the
ancient Egyptians to serve as a tomb (p. 168)

rabbi Jewish leader and teacher of the Torah 
(p. 222)

raja a prince who led an Aryan tribe in India 
(p. 243)
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*recover • subcontinent

recover to regain normal health or purpose 
(p. 280)

reform change that tries to bring about an
improvement (p. 477)

regent person who acts as a temporary ruler 
(p. 491)

region broad geographical area (p. 338)

reincarnation rebirth of the soul or spirit in
different bodies over time (p. 248)

reject to refuse to believe (p. 394)

rely to depend on (p. 487)

representative democracy system of government
in which citizens choose a smaller group to
make laws and government decisions on
their behalf (p. 359)

republic a form of government in which the
leader is not a king or queen but a person
elected by citizens (p. 423)

require something that is necessary to do or to
have (p. 248)

reside to live in a particular place (p. 506)

restore to put back into order or to fix (p. 179)

resurrection the act of rising from the dead 
(p. 505)

revolution extreme complete change (p. 127)

rhetoric public speaking (p. 465)

route established course of travel (p.146)

Sabbath weekly day of worship and rest for
Jews (p. 214)

saint Christian holy person (p. 490)

salvation the act of being saved from sin and
allowed to enter heaven (p. 508)

Sanskrit written language developed by the
Aryans (p. 243)

satire writing that pokes fun at human
weaknesses (p. 462)

satrap official who ruled a state in the Persian
Empire under Darius (p. 353)

satrapies the 20 states into which Darius
divided the Persian Empire (p. 353)

savanna grassy plain (p. 188)

schism separation (p. 518)

scribe record keeper (p. 136)

secure to provide safety (p. 299)

series a number of things arranged in order
and connected by being alike in some way
(p. 215)

similar having qualities or position in common
(p. 241)

sinkhole a place in the ground where the earth
has caved in and water collects (p. 318)

social class group of people who share a similar
position in society (p. 285)

Socratic method a way of teaching developed by
Socrates that used a question-and-answer
format to force students to use their reason
to see things for themselves (p. 394)

sole to be the only one in power; to be alone 
(p. 440)

solid geometry a branch of mathematics that
studies spheres and cylinders (p. 410)

Sophist a professional teacher in ancient
Greece; believed that people should use
knowledge to improve themselves, and
developed the art of public speaking and
debate (p. 393)

specialization the development of different
kinds of jobs (p. 131)

status a position or rank (p. 425)

Stoicism philosophy founded by Zeno in
Hellenistic Athens; taught that happiness
came not from following emotion, but from
following reason and doing one’s duty 
(p. 408)

structure materials arranged to form a building
or statue (p. 168)

stupa Buddhist shrine that is shaped like a
dome or mound (p. 262)

subcontinent large landmass that is part of a
continent but distinct from it (p. 239)
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*successor • Zoroastrianism

successor the person next in line as leader 
(p. 445)

survive to continue to exist or live (p. 516)

symbol an item that represents an idea or a
faith (p. 209)

synagogue Jewish house of worship (p. 214)

task a piece of work (p. 125)

technique a method used to accomplish a task 
(p. 461)

technology tools and methods used to help
humans perform tasks (pp. 126, 159)

theocracy government headed by religious
leaders (p. 252)

Torah the laws that, according to the Bible,
Moses received from God on mount Sinai;
these laws later became the first part of the
Hebrew Bible (p. 202)

trace very small amount (p. 216)

tradition the handing down of information,
beliefs, or customs from one generation to
another (p. 380)

tragedy a form of drama in which a person
struggles to overcome difficulties but meets
an unhappy end (p. 382)

tribe group of related families (p. 201)

tribute payment made by one group or nation
to another to show obedience or to obtain
peace or protection (pp. 179, 209)

triumvirate in ancient Rome, a three-person
ruling group (p. 438)

tyrant person who takes power by force and
rules with total authority (p. 345)

unify to bring together (p. 513)

vault a curved structure of stone or concrete
forming a ceiling or roof (p. 461)

version a copy of a writing which is in one’s
own language or style (p. 216)

veto to reject (p. 428)

vision picture created by the imagination 
(p. 353)

welfare doing well; having what is needed to
live well (p. 166)

Zoroastrianism Persian religion founded by
Zoroaster; taught that humans had the
freedom to choose between right and
wrong, and that goodness would triumph
in the end (p. 353)
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