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April	in	the	“D”	
by	Player	Greg	Thom	

The	outlook	for	“April	in	the	“D”’	was	looking	bleak.		The	Red	Wings	missed	the	playoffs	for	the	first	time	
in	26	years,	 the	Pistons	played	 themselves	out	of	 contention,	and	 the	Tigers’	 spring	play	offered	 little	
hope	of	seeing	a	championship	any	time	soon.		Could	the	final	Frolic	of	the	season	life	the	spirits	of	the	
Players	faithful	and	find	reason	for	hope?	
As	 members	 and	 guests	 filed	 into	 our	 clubhouse,	 many	 coming	 from	 the	 pre-Frolic	 dinner	 at	 the	
Rattlesnake	Club,	 the	 fluid	sounds	of	pianist	Earl	Wolfe	 tinkling	on	 the	piano	could	be	heard	 from	the	
auditorium.		(Clean	up	in	the	pit!)		At	8:32	on	the	nose,	President	Steve	Flum	walked	out	from	behind	the	
curtain	 to	 welcome	 everyone	 to	 the	 625th	 Frolic.	 	 He	 introduced	 Player	 Tom	 Brandel,	 as	 the	 newest	
Honorary	 Life	Member.	 	Mr.	 Brandel	 gave	 a	 stirring	 acceptance	 speech,	 and	 then	 gave	way	 to	 Player	
Drew	Maltese	for	the	singing	of	The	Players	Song.			
The	curtain	rose	on	Curmudgeons,	 a	play	adapted	from	a	2016	Danny	DiVito	 “short”	 film.	 	Directed	by	
Player	Matt	 Ochab,	 the	 show	 featured	 Player	 Ted	 Groustra	 as	 Grandpa,	 a	 surly	 geezer	 trapped	 in	 a	
nursing	home,	surrounded	by	plants.	 	“Everyone	that	comes	to	visit	always	brings	plants!”	he	bellows.		
Grandpa	has	a	special	love/hate	relationship	with	his	nurse,	Daniella	(Player	Andy	Rice),	who	takes	each	
insult	in	stride.		Grandpa’s	daughter,	Robin,	hilariously	portrayed	by	Player	Jeff	McCarty,	comes	to	visit.		
She	is	the	quintessential	New	Yorker,	with	a	perfectly	matched	obnoxious	accent	and,	as	Grandpa	tells	
Daniella,	“She’s	single	.	.	.	if	you	haven’t	guessed.”		The	two	talk	about	Grandpa’s	deceased	wife	(Robin’s	
mother),	and	he	fondly	remembers,	“She	was	a	good	mother.		And	a	fun	drunk.”	
Brant	 (Player	Tom	Ball)	shows	up	 (with	 the	requisite	plant)	 to	 tell	Grandpa	 that	he	has	a	 surprise	 for	
him.		He’s	brought	his	father,	Jackie,	Grandpa’s	former	roommate.		Player	Matt	Maul	played	the	show’s	
second	curmudgeon,	who	is	confined	to	a	wheelchair	due	to	a	slip-and-fall	 that	 left	him	with	a	broken	
hip	and	is	living	in	another	nursing	home.		Robin	and	Brant	leave	the	room	to	allow	the	two	old	friends	
to	 reminisce.	 	 As	 oldsters	 can	 do,	 Grandpa	 and	 Jackie	 trade	 barbs,	 call	 each	 other	 every	 name	 in	 the	
book,	and	at	times,	appear	ready	to	come	to	blows.	 	But	the	two	friends	realize	they	can’t	live	without	
each	 other,	 and	 Jackie	 asks	 Grandpa	 to	 marry	 him,	 explaining	 that	 this	 sort	 of	 thing	 is	 legal	 now.		
Grandpa’s	response?		“You	think	this	is	what	I	wanted	to	do	this	afternoon?		Appear	in	Cocoon?“			
The	funniest	scene	in	the	entire	show	featured	Brant	and	Robin,	standing	in	 the	hallway	vamping	and	
“vaping.”		Brant’s	testosterone	was	in	high	gear	as	he	checked	out	Robin.		(And	there	was	a	lot	to	check	
out.)		Messrs.	Ball	and	McCarty	were	at	their	best	and	their	non-verbal	exchange	and	definitely	stole	the	
scene.	

But	Players	Groustra	and	Maul	more	 than	 carried	 their	weight	 and	 turned	 in	excellent	 performances.		
Director	Ochab	can	be	proud	of	his	efforts	and	his	cast.		It	was	a	most	enjoyable	way	to	start	the	evening.	

Continued	on	Page	3.	
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Mark	Your	Calendar	
Be	 sure	 to	 mark	 your	 calendar	 for	 these	
important	upcoming	dates:	
May	5,	6,	12,	13,	8:00	p.m.	..	Spring	Invitational	
May	24,	6:00	p.m.	.................	Election	Polls	Close	
May	24,	7:00	p.m.	.........................	Annual	Meeting	
June	10,	9:00	a.m.	...............	Summer	Work	Party	
July	8,	9:00	a.m.	...................	Summer	Work	Party	
Aug.	5,	9:00	a.m.	..................	Summer	Work	Party	
Sept.	2,	9:00	a.m.	.................	Summer	Work	Party	

Spring	Invitational	
Well,	the	votes	are	in	and	the	winner	is	.	.	.	La	
La	Land!	 	Sorry,	wrong	envelope.	 	By	popular	
vote,	 the	 May	 Invitational	 will	 feature	 a	
blockbuster	trio	consisting	of	Whiz	Bang	Café,	
Sorry,	Wrong	Number	and	Mere	Mortals.			
The	 dates	 are	 May	 5,	 6,	 12	 and	 13.	 	 The	
curtain	 opens	 at	 8:00	 p.m.	 (rather	 than	 the	
normal	8:30	p.m.	Frolic	opening.)		Tickets	are	
going	fast	and	by	the	time	you	read	this,	many	
shows	will	be	sold	out.		Call	the	office	today	to	
make	your	reservation	–	and	try	to	be	flexible.		
Ticket	prices	remain	$35.00.		

Important	Numbers	
OFFICE:	 313.259.3385	
FAX:	 313.259.0932	
EMAIL:	 office@playersdetroit.org	
BOARD	EMAIL:	 bog@playersdetroit.org	
	

Board	of	Governors	
President	..........................................................	Steven	Flum	
Vice-President	Administration	.........................	John	O’Hara	
Vice-President	Production	.................................	David	Clark	
Secretary	.................................................	Matthew	Turnbull	
Treasurer	..........................................................	Jeffrey	Barry	
Governor	.............................................................	David	Aller		
Governor	.........................................................	John	Hatcher	
Governor	.........................................	William	L.	Robinson,	Jr.		
Governor	........................................................	Thomas	Sloan	

Annual	Meeting	Notice	
Gentlemen,	please	take	notice	that	the	annual	
meeting	 of	 The	 Players	 will	 take	 place	 on	
Wednesday,	 May	 24	 beginning	 at	
approximately	 7:00.	 	 The	 meeting	 will	 be	
preceded	 by	 dinner,	 provided	 gratis,	 and	 by	
voting	for	the	2017-2018	Board	of	Governors.		
The	 polls	 will	 be	 open	 from	 5:00	 p.m.	 until	
7:00	p.m.	 	You	must	be	in	good	standing	(i.e.,	
2016-2017	dues	 fully	paid).	 	 If	you	choose	to	
vote	 absentee,	 please	ensure	 that	your	 ballot	
reaches	the	Playhouse	before	the	polls	close.	

The	 distinguished	 nominees	 for	 the	 three	
open	positions	are	Players	Andrew	Ballantine,	
Mickey	 Champion	 and	 Tim	 Cordes.	 	 Brief	
biographies	appear	on	Page	4.	
If	 free	 dinner	 and	 voting	 are	 not	 enough	
inducement	 to	 attend,	 the	 evening	 will	 also	
feature	 The	 Player’s	 version	 of	 the	 Academy	
Awards	–	The	Willy	Awards	–	hosted	by	 that	
dynamic	 duo	 Allan	 (I’m	 not	 a)	 Dick	 and	 Bill	
(a/k/a	 “Slick	 Willy”)	 Robinson.	 	 Dress	 is	
casual.	

Fall	Invitational	
With	 the	 Spring	 Invitational	 almost	 under	
way,	it	is	time	to	begin	thinking	about	the	Fall	
Invitational.	 	 While,	 at	 press	 time,	 the	 show	
had	 not	 been	 selected,	 The	 Player	 has	 been	
assured	 that	 it	 will	 be	 soon.	 	 Look	 for	more	
information	 at	 a	 later	 date,	 but	 don’t	 delay	
making	 reservations.	 	 The	 Fall	 Invitational	
will	 take	 place	 on	 the	 first	 two	weekends	 in	
November,	November	3,	4,	10	and	11.	

1

No	May	Tickets?		No	Problem.	
What’s	 that	you	say?	 	You	were	 looking	at	an	
Aztec	calendar	and	didn’t	realize	that	May	was	
already	 upon	 us?	 	 Now	 you	 are	 crestfallen	
because	 the	 May	 Invitational	 performances	
are	sold	out.			

Well,	 occasionally	 good	 things	 happen	 to	
those	who	wait.		There	is	one	sure-fire	way	to	
ensure	 a	 good	 seat	 for	 May.	 	 Join	 the	 stage	
crew.	 	 Yes,	 those	 intrepid	 fellows	 who	move	
around	the	 flats	get	 to	watch	the	shows	from	

2

the	wings	–without	even	paying	for	a	ticket!			

Contact	Dave	Clark,	Mark	Habel	 or	 any	 of	 the	
directors	or	producers.		You	still	have	time	to	
be	one	of	the	few,	the	proud,	the	stage	crew.	
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Well,	what	can	be	said	about	the	evening’s	second	offering,	Beer	Girl,	directed	by	Player	Andrew	Turnbull	
and	starring	Players	Bob	Dodge	(Bob),	and	Faris	Ahmad	(Flo)?		Terms	like,	“Different,”	“Mondo	Bizarro,”	
and	 “Bubble	Money”	 come	 to	 mind.	 	 The	 show	was	written	 by	Walter	Wykes,	who	 also	 gave	 us	 last	
month’s	The	Spotted	Man.	

The	action	takes	place	in	a	hotel	 room,	where	Bob	is	sitting	on	the	bed	next	to	his	mistress,	Beer	Girl.		
Beer	Girl	is	“perfect	in	every	way”	for	Bob,	and	understands	him	in	ways	his	wife	never	could.		Of	course,	
Beer	Girl	isn’t	a	girl	at	all.		She’s	two	beer	cases	with	beer	cans	for	her	arms	and	legs,	and	a	life-size	doll’s	
head	sitting	on	top.		While	Bob	talks	sweetly	to	her,	telling	her	he	wants	to	have	their	relationship	evolve	
slowly,	 his	wife	 Flo	 burst	 through	 the	 door,	 catching	 him	 in	 the	 act.	 	 Needless	 to	 say,	 Flo	 is	 slightly	
shocked	to	see	the	source	of	Bob’s	affections.	 	She	confronts	Bob,	who	tells	her	that	he	loves	Beer	Girl	
and	that	she’s	his	“soul	mate.”		Flo	wants	Bob	to	prove	his	love	for	this	“object,”	and	tells	Bob	to	“do	her.”		
Soul	mates,	after	all,	have	sex.	

But	Bob	leaps	to	BG’s	defense,	saying	that	someone	as	sensitive	as	her	would	never	go	for	that.		Besides,	
she’s	“not	that	kind	of	girl.”			Bob	wants	their	first	time	to	be	special.		He	leans	over	and	plants	a	kiss	on	
his	true	love.		Pucker	Power	turns	out	to	be	just	what	BG	needs	to	come	alive	and	start	conversing	with	
Bob	and	Flo	(through	the	magic	of	Mr.	Turnbull’s	off-stage	voice).	 	With	this	remarkable	development,	
she	 becomes	 even	 more	 incredible	 in	 Bob’s	 eyes,	 especially	 when	 she	 says,	 “Go	 Tigers!”	 	 Beer	 and	
baseball!		Is	this	a	great	country,	or	what?	

Flo	 finds	 all	 of	 this	 unbelievable	 (gee,	 ya’	 think?)	 but	 chides	 Bob	 for	 not	 making	 the	 love	 of	 his	 life	
anatomically	correct.		But	Beer	Girl	has	another	way	for	Bob	to	make	love	to	her	–	the	only	way	for	them	
to	be	one	with	each	other:	“Drink	me,	Bob.	 	Pop	my	tab!”	 	Bob	pulls	a	cold	one	 from	her	…	uh	…	beer	
chest,	and	sucks	down	the	golden	ale.		He	gets	Flo	to	do	the	same.		And	through	the	magical	powers	of	
beer,	Bob	and	Flo	are	brought	back	together	again.		(How	many	times	has	that	happened?)	

The	audience’s	reaction	was	eerily	similar	to	that	of	the	crowd	watching	the	big	finish	to	Springtime	for	
Hitler	 in	The	Producers.	 	 But	 once	 jaws	were	 snapped	 firmly	 back	 in	 place,	 they	 realized	 that	 Players	
Dodge	 and	 Ahmad	 gave	 excellent	 characterizations	 of	 some	 not-so-ordinary	 roles.	 	 Mr.	 Turnbull	
deserves	kudos	for	constructing	Beer	Girl.	 	 It	was	most	 likely	the	first	time	he’s	worked	on	something	
like	this	that	didn’t	have	a	blow-up	tab.	

O.K.,	Players	Oldsters	.	 .	 .	how	many	of	you	remember	former	member	and	1965-66	President	Howard	
“Shecky”	 Snyder?	 	 In	 his	 time,	 Howard	 penned	 some	 real	 chuckle-fests,	 one	 of	 them	 being	 Goodbye,	
Senator.		This	was	back	in	the	day	when	the	quality	of	shows	was	based	upon	the	“The	Wives	Will	Love	
It!”	scale.		Goodbye,	Senator	is	a	fitting	example	of	how	humor	has	changed	over	the	years.		(Think:	Bob	
Hope	vs.	Dave	Chappelle.)		For	nostalgia’s	sake,	the	Scripts	and	Casting	Committee	decided	to	whip	this	
puppy	out	one	more	time.	

Air	Force	2	½	misses	 its	 landing	at	Washington	National	and	keeps	going	until	 it	 runs	out	of	 fuel	and	
crash-lands	in	Fiji,	stranding	a	Senator	from	Michigan	(Player	Bill	Champion)	his	trusty	aid,	Rutherford	
(Player	Allan	Dick),	 and	Elmer	 the	Pilot	 (Player	 Jeff	Barry.)	 	 The	Senator	and	Rutherford	 fear	 the	wild	
animals	on	the	island,	such	as	tigers	and	apes!		On	Fiji?		Well,	let’s	suspend	some	belief	here,	shall	we?	

To	 add	 even	 more	 tension	 to	 the	 situation,	 native	 warriors	 show	 up.	 	 But	 using	 his	 clever	
communications	skills,	 the	Senator	asks	 to	meet	with	 their	Chief.	 	 In	walks	 the	native	boss,	played	by	
Player	Glenn	Scoles,	who	 speaks	 perfect	 English.	 	He	was,	 after	 all,	 educated	 at	Harvard.	 	 Also	 on	 the	
scene	was	the	island’s	witch	doctor,	skillfully	portrayed	by	Player	Alinuru	Yasin,	making	his	Players	stage	
debut.	

Somewhere	amongst	all	of	the	frivolity,	there	was	a	plot,	but	it	required	a	lot	greater	attention	span	and	
a	 lot	 less	beer	to	figure	out	exactly	what	it	was.		The	Senator	found	out	the	natives	were	cannibals	(on	

Review	continued	from	page	1.	

Continued	on	page	7.	
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Board	of	Governor	Candidates	for	the	2017	–	2018	Season	

The	Bylaws,	as	amended,	provide	that	the	Board	“shall	nominate	no	less	than	three	(3)	but	not	
more	than	six	(6)	candidates	to	fill	the	impending	three	(3)	vacancies	.	.	..”		This	year,	the	Board	
has	nominated	three	candidates	to	fill	the	impending	vacancies	resulting	from	the	expiration	of	
the	 terms	 of	 President	 Steve	 Flum,	 Secretary	 Andrew	 Turnbull	 and	 Governor	 William	 L.	
Robinson,	Jr.		You	may	vote	absentee	or	in	person	at	the	annual	meeting.		Remember,	absentee	
ballots	must	be	received	at	the	Playhouse	before	the	polls	close	on	May	24,	2017.	

1

Mickey	Champion	

	
Mickey	 joined	 The	 Players	 in	 2010.	 	 He	 was	 most	
recently	 seen	on	 stage	 in	 the	March	 Frolic	 as	 the	 title	
character	 in	The	Spotted	Man.	 	Mickey	made	 his	 stage	
debut	in	Balloon	Shot	and	has	several	May	Invitationals	
under	 his	 belt,	 including	 a	 stint	 sitting	 in	 for	 Drew	

Tim	Cordes	

	
This	 fall	will	mark	Tim’s	 twentieth	season	as	a	Player.		
His	first	onstage	appearance	was	October	1997	playing	
the	 pushy	 love	 interest	 to	 Larry	 Falzon’s	 henpecked	
baker	 in	Grave	Encounter.	 	 Since	 then,	 he	 has	 acted	 in	
dozens	of	plays,	portraying	Moses,	Santa	Claus,	Gomez	
Addams,	and	even	Demi	Moore.		He	performed	back-to-
back	 Frolics	 this	 February	 and	March	 in	Mere	Mortals	
and	Sorry,	Wrong	Number.		(Ed.	See	them	again	in	May.)	

Tim’s	directorial	debut	was	an	attempt	to	wrangle	Eric	
Christian	 and	 Henry	 Nelson	 in	 Deathtrap	 for	 a	
November	 Invitational,	 and	 his	 follow-up	 outing	
(selected	 for	 a	 May	 Invitational)	 was	 to	 direct	 The	
Whole	 Shebang,	 featuring	 delightful	 performances	 by	
Ed	 Priebe	 and	 Bob	 Kitchen	 as	 a	 bewildered	 couple	
before	 the	 court	of	Heaven.	 	 In	 addition	 to	acting	 and	
directing,	 Tim	 has	 teamed	 up	 with	 Chris	 Nesi	 to	 co-
author	 several	 one-act	 plays	 and	 one	 rather	 bizarre	
film	 called	 Frolic	 of	 Fear.	 	 One	 of	 the	 more	 notable	
Nesi/Cordes	 creations	 –	 the	 supernatural	 Freudian	
family	 psycho-drama	 You	 Bas-tahd	 –	 featured	 one	 of	
our	early	Wayne	State	 interns,	David	Cowan	 –	 another	
May	Invitational	selection.	

Tim	has	served	on	the	Board	of	Governors	once	before,	
acting	 as	 secretary	under	 the	 illustrious	 presidency	 of	
Player	 James	 Turnbull.	 	 After	 a	 decade	 away,	 Tim	 is	
ready,	willing	and	able	to	step	up	to	the	responsibilities	
of	the	Board.	

Andrew	Ballantine	

	
Player	 Andrew	 Ballantine	 first	 and	 foremost	 has	
enjoyed	 the	 honor	 of	 being	 a	 member	 of	 one	 of	 the	
world’s	most	unique	clubs.		After	a	few	years	of	Frolics	
the	 draw	 of	 this	 “Thing”	 was	 undeniable	 and	 being	 a	
member	has	had	a	very	positive	influence	on	him.		

The	imaginative	process	in	the	creation	of	a	frolic	is	the	
real	magic	of	 the	 club	 for	Andrew.	 	Player	Ballantine’s	
education	 and	 his	 many	 years	 of	 working	
professionally	 in	 television	 production	 has	 added	 to	
The	Players	Frolics.	

Andrew	 has	 had	 a	 positive	 impact	 in	 providing	 his	
technical	 expertise	and	dedication	 to	 the	 “show”	 since	
his	very	 first	year	back	in	2003.	 	Being	a	core	member	
of	 the	 Tech	 Booth	 for	 these	 many	 years	 Player	
Ballantine	has	been	vital	member	of	this	team.	

Player	Ballantine	has	enjoyed	participating	 in	 creating	
these	 Frolics,	 but	 for	 him	 one	 of	 the	 best	 parts	 is	
working	 with	 all	 the	 Players.	 	 This	 camaraderie	 was	
never	more	heartfelt	 then	when	Player	Ballantine	was	
awarded	with	what	he	 considers	 to	be	 the	high	honor	
of	 a	 Willy	 Award.	 	 Having	 such	 an	 award	 bestowed	
upon	a	Player	is	usually	well	deserved.	

For	 Player	 Ballantine	 having	 the	 opportunity	 to	 be	
selected	for	an	appointment	to	the	Board	of	Governors	
is	 a	 real	 honor	 -	 an	 appointment	 that	 will	 be	 taken	
seriously.		Taking	care	of	this	“Thing”	is	our	duty	to	the	
club.	

2

Maltese	 as	 the	 title	 character	 in	 Jimmy	 the	 Antichrist	
and	 the	 town	crier	 in	Oedi.	 	He	appeared	as	Professor	
Plum	 in	 Fall	 Invitational	 performances	 of	 Clue	 and	 as	
Laura	Petry	in	last	season’s	Captive	Audience.	

Mickey	 grew	 up	 in	 Grosse	 Pointe	 and	 now	 lives	 in	
Midtown.	 	 He	 graduated	 from	 American	 University	 in	
D.C.	 and	 Wayne	 State	 University	 Law	 School.	 	 While	
Mickey	 is	an	attorney	 like	his	 father,	don’t	hold	either	
his	occupation	or	lineage	against	him.		He	is	honored	to	
be	 considered	 and	 is	 looking	 forward	 to	 the	
opportunity	to	serve	on	the	Board	of	Governors.	
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May	2017	Invitational	Performances	
May	5,	6,	12,	13,	2017,	8:00	p.m.	

Produced	by	Players	Steve	Flum,	Bob	O’Leary	and	Tom	Sloan,		
Stage	Manager	Player	Dave	Clark	

	

	

	
	
	

By	Barry	Corbin	
Directed	by	Players	Larry	Smith	and	Eric	Christian	

Assistant	Director	Joe	Hardwick	
Setting:		Whiz	Bang	Café,	Throckmorton,	Texas,	1983	

Leo	Motley	..........................................................................................................................................	Player	Matt	McGuire	
Buck	Hudspeth	.......................................................................................................................................	Player	Stu	Johnson	
Mary	Nita	Rodgers	......................................................................................................................	Player	Glenn	“Fuzz”	Corey	
Ann	Simmons	........................................................................................................................................	Player	Eric	Christian	
Walter	Simmons	......................................................................................................................................	Player	Larry	Smith	

 
 
 
	
	
	
	

By	Lucille	Fletcher	
Adapted	and	Directed	by	Player	John	Hatcher	

Setting:		New	York	City,	1948	
Mrs.	Stevenson	..........................................................................................................................................	Player	Tim	Cordes	
Operator	...............................................................................................................................................	Player	Matt	McGuire	
Sergeant	Martin	..........................................................................................................................................	Player	Matt	Maul		
Chief	Operator	....................................................................................................................................	Player	James	Turnbull		
Delivery	Boy	.........................................................................................................................................	Player	Nick	Stojkovski	
Hospital	Receptionist	....................................................................................................................	Player	Chuck	Steltenkamp		
George	....................................................................................................................................................	Player	Ted	Groustra	

 
	
	
	
	
	
	

By	David	Ives	
Directed	by	Players	Tom	Conley	and	Glenn	Scoles	
Setting:		Early	1950s	New	York	City	High	Rise	

	
Charlie	........................................................................................................................................................	Player	Tim	Cordes	
Joe	..........................................................................................................................................................	Player	John	Hatcher	
Frank	......................................................................................................................................................................	Ben	Liston	
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army	 medical	 unit	
stationed	 at	 Fort	 Custer,	
where	 his	 cartoons	 (at	
right)	 were	 intended	 to	
preserve	 the	 history	 of	
the	outfit.	
Like	 many	 other	 early	 Players’	 caricaturists,	

Minge	 was	 a	 professional	
artist.	 	 He	 was	 a	 book	
illustrator	and	an	editorial	
cartoonist	 for	 the	 Detroit	
News	and	later,	the	Detroit	
Free	Press.		
Unlike	 the	 detailed	 line	
drawings	 of	 Legge	 and	
Poinier,	Minge	had	a	more	
economical	 style,	 yet	 he	
was	 still	 able	 to	 capture	
the	essence	of	his	subjects.			

The	 caricature	 above	 is	 from	 the	 May	 25,	
1961	edition	of	the	Detroit	Free	Press.	

Art	of	The	Players:		Laverne	Minge	
After	 World	 War	 II,	 The	 Players	 were	
fortunate	 to	 have	 yet	 another	 skilled	 artist	
step	into	the	breach.		Beginning	with	the	1946	
season,	 Laverne	 (“Verne”)	 Minge	 took	 over	
the	duties	of	caricaturist.			

It	 is	 unlikely	 that	 anyone	 foresaw	 that	 he	
would	continue	in	that	role	 for	more	than	25	
years.	 	(Minge	did	have	the	occasional	hiatus,	
as	 he	 had	 a	 habit	 of	 resigning	 from	 The	
Players,	only	to	return	the	next	season.		

Minge’s	caricature	from	the	November	1946	Frolic.	

1

During	World	War	II,	Minge	
donated	 his	 services	 to	 the	
Office	 of	 War	 Information	
where	 his	 cartoons	 were	
widely	used	on	propaganda	
posters.			
He	also	served	as	the	de	facto	historian	for	the	

Below	 is	 Minge’s	 caricature	 from	 the	 March	
1973	 Frolic,	 one	 of	 the	 last	 he	 would	 draw.		
While	 his	 style	 changed	 somewhat	 from	 his	
earlier	work,	it	is	still	unmistakably	“a	Minge.”			



VOLUME	CVI,	NO.	9	 DETROIT,	MICHIGAN	 MAY	2017	

Page		 7	

One	Hundred	Years	Ago	This	Month	
The	Players	May	1917	Frolic	was	staged	at	the	
Lyceum	 Theatre,	 which	 formerly	 stood	 on	
Randolph	Street	in	Detroit.		
The	 program	 included	musical	 performances	
along	with	the	usual	dramatic	offerings.			

THE	PLAYER,	VOLUME	CVI,	NO.	9,	MAY	2017	

THE	PLAYER	 is	 published	more	 or	 less	monthly	
from	 September	 to	 April	 or	 May	 with	 an	
occasional	 summer	 issue.	 	 The	 views	
expressed	 herein	 are	 those	 of	 the	 respective	
authors	 and/or	 editor	 and	 not	 necessarily	
those	of	The	Players.		Comments	may	be	made	
to,	and	back	issues	may	be	available	from,	the	
Office,	 (313)	259-3385,	or	 send	an	 inquiry	 to	
Office@playersdetroit.org.	 	 THE	 PLAYER	 is	
available	online	at	www.playersdetroit.org.	

Review	continued	from	page	4.	

3

Fiji?),	 although	 as	 the	 Chief	 explained,	 they	were	
“Human-itarians.”		(Cue	the	rim-shot.)		Fearing	the	
worst,	 the	Senator	asked	the	Chief	if	he	had	eaten	
his	 sister-in-law,	 Bertie,	 who	 had	 disappeared	
years	 before.	 	 Being	 a	 cunning	 linguist,	 the	 Chief,	
in	his	finest	Harvard	dialect,	explains	that	he	only	
abducted	 Bertie,	 who	 is	 now	 serving	 in	 a	 key	
government	position	on	the	island.	

Elmer	the	Pilot	returns	to	the	scene	to	say	he	has	
repaired	 the	 plane	 (the	 one	 that	 crashed?)	 and	
they	 could	 all	 return	 home	 and	 live	 happily	 ever	
after.		Or	something	like	that.	

Players	 Champion,	 Dick,	 and	 Scoles	 worked	 the	
script	 as	well	 as	 the	 script	 could	 be	worked,	 and	
had	good	support	from	the	aforementioned	Barry	
and	Yasin,	as	well	as	Player	Robert	Lee	(as	Bertie),	
Milt	 Osgood	 III	 (the	 princess),	 and	 a	 herd	 of	
natives,	which	 included	Players	Sean	Fisher,	Mark	
Habel,	 Drew	 Maltese,	 the	 Turnbull	 brothers	
(Andrew	 and	Matt),	 and	 Cheyne	White.	 	 Director	
Bob	O’Leary	 did	 a	 fine	 job	 of	 keeping	 this	 unruly	
bunch	 in	 line.	 	 A	 convincing	 set	 designed	 and	
constructed	 by	 Players	 Kiernan	 Babcock,	 Sean	
Fisher,	 Mark	 Habel,	 and	 Mike	 Mongan	 put	 the	
finishing	touches	on	this	wild	and	wacky	comedy.	

Chef	de	Cuisine,	Tim	Whims,	served	up	an	excellent	
Beef	 Stroganoff	 dinner,	 which	 the	 audience	
members	quickly	devoured	so	they	could	be	ready	
for	 the	 night’s	 real	 excitement,	 “The	 Year	 in	
Review,”	 conducted	 annually	 by	 Players	 Bill	
Robinson	 and	 Allan	 Dick.	 	 In	 an	 attempt	 to	 add	
some	 humor	 to	 this	 year’s	 Afterglow,	 Robi-Dick	
added	your	humble	correspondent	as	the	“Special	
Guest	 Star.”	 	 (Their	 efforts	 failed	 miserably.)		
President	Steve	Flum	also	played	a	key	role	in	the	
extravaganza.	 	 Mr.	 Dick	 shamelessly	 shilled	 for	
votes	 for	 “Goodbye,	 Senator”	 –	 his	 second	 failure	
of	the	evening.	

When	all	was	said	and	done,	the	membership	once	
again	showed	they	have	fine	taste,	voting	for	Mere	
Mortals,	 The	 Whiz	 Bang	 Café,	 and	 Sorry,	 Wrong	
Number	 for	 the	 upcoming	 May	 Invitational.	 	 So	
while	 we	 don’t	 have	 a	 Stanley	 Cup,	 an	 NBA	
championship,	or	a	World	Series	in	our	immediate	
future,	we	do	get	to	 look	forward	to	more	quality	
entertainment	on	our	beautiful	stage,	next	month,	
and	for	many	years	to	come.	
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