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At	Least	They	Didn’t	Use	Blackface!	
By	Player	Fuzz	Corey	

Frolic	622,	produced	by	Player	Allan	Dick,	opened	to	the	warming	tunes	of	pianist	Player	Earl	
Wolfe.	 	A	group	of	over	30	had	come	in	 from	 the	pre-Frolic	dinner	at	Sinbad’s.	 	And	over	40	
guests	were	hovering	around	the	lobby.		The	smell	of	white	carnations	wafted	through	the	air.		

President	Steven	Flum	(the	second	Players	President	to	come	from	the	Troy	High	School	Class	
of	1979)	opened	the	Frolic	with	his	remarks	and	then	passed	the	baton	to	Player	John	Daly	who	
led	us	in	the	Players’	Song.	

The	adage,	 “be	careful	what	you	wish	 for”	 is	aptly	applied	to	the	 first	offering	of	 the	evening,	
Walter	Wykes’	play,	Family	2.0,	directed	by	Player	Tom	Sloan.		

As	the	curtain	opens	we	were	graced	with	a	sight	that	showed	we	were	not	in	Kansas	anymore.		
Player	 Reed	 Fenton,	 as	 the	 Wife,	 mooning	 the	 crowd,	 depicted	 one	 of	 the	 most	 memorable	
female	 characters	 that	 have	 graced	 this	 stage	 in	 some	 time.	 	 She	was	 bold,	 brash,	 busty	 and	
domineering.	 	She	was	like	Serena	Williams	on	a	tennis	court.	 	She	had	come	to	be	desired	by	
the	Husband	 (Player	 Jeff	 Julius)	who	entered	declaring	his	 lust	 for	her.	 	He	was	not	her	own	
husband,	however,	but	a	neighbor	who	decides	he	no	longer	wants	his	own	family	and	would	
like	a	new	situation	(and	a	more	voluptuous	wife	than	he	currently	has).		He	courts	her	and	her	
children	(Player	Danny	Kulas	and	Player	Edward	Wujek),	drawing	them	into	his	corner	so	that	
when	the	real	husband	and	father	returns	(Player	Ted	Groustra),	he	is	summarily	dismissed	and	
demoted	to	becoming	the	family	dog,	groveling	at	the	feet	of	other	family	members.		At	the	end	
though,	as	the	family	members	create	a	well-played	cacophony	of	distressing	shouts	and	barks,	
the	new	husband	wails	in	remorse	that	he	bit	off	more	than	he	could	chew.		The	cast,	although	
sometimes	breaking	the	plane,	did	have	a	lot	of	fun	with	the	play	and	made	it	enjoyable	for	the	
audience.	

We	haven’t	had	a	true	Rookie	Show	in	several	years	and	this	truly	was	one.	 	At	the	end	of	the	
performance,	President	Flum	presented	each	member	his	new	mug.	 	Let’s	hope	 the	 tradition	
continues.	

When	the	stage	became	illuminated	for	the	second	play	of	 the	evening,	we	found	Player	Larry	
Smith,	 as	Warren	Kimball,	 a	58-year-old	news	 reader,	 in	 the	midst	of	a	 tirade,	 going	 through	
several	scenarios	on	how	he	will	approach	his	young	boss	when	she	tells	him	that	he	will	be	
fired.	 	 Larry	 commands	 attention	 on	 his	 own	 as	 he	 prowls	 around	 the	 stage,	 making	 the	
audience	follow	his	every	move	and	gesture.		This	is	the	beginning	of	The	Reporter,	a	section	of	

Continued	on	page	3.	
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Mark	Your	Calendar	
Be	 sure	 to	 mark	 your	 calendar	 for	 these	
important	upcoming	dates:	

Dec.	17,	7:00	p.m.		....	Holiday	Decorating	Party	
Dec.	18,	1:00	p.m.		..	Children’s	Show	and	Party	
Jan.	21,	7:00	p.m.	.........................	Bootleggers	Ball	
Feb.	4,	5:00	p.m.	........................	Pre-Frolic	Dinner	
Feb.	4,	8:30	p.m.	.................................................	Frolic	
Feb.	6,	5:30	p.m.	...................................	Traffic	Hour	
	

Bootleggers	Ball	Returns!	
Last	 year	 The	 Players	 celebrated	 the	
inaugural	Bootleggers	Ball	and	 it	was	a	blast!		
This	 year,	 the	 reprise	 should	 be	 even	 better.		
Mark	 your	 calendar	 for	 January	 21	 for	 the	
party	of	the	year.			
Ticket	prices	remain	$100.00,	which	includes	
food,	 libations,	 a	 silent	 auction	 and	
entertainment.	 	 This	 is	 not	 only	 a	 great	 deal	
for	 a	 great	 time;	 it	 is	 a	 fundraiser	 for	 The	
Players.		Bring	a	friend	or	two.			

Membership	Has	Its	Privileges	
The	 Players	 has	 established	 reciprocal	 club	
privileges	with	 a	 number	 of	 fine	 private	 and	
semi-private	 clubs	 in	 cities	 such	 as	 Chicago,	
Dallas,	 Delray	 Beach,	 Houston,	 Los	 Angeles,	
Lisbon,	London	and	Paris.	 	We	even	have	our	
own	Yacht	Club	with	admission	privileges	at	a	
number	 of	 yacht	 clubs	 throughout	 the	
country.	 	 The	 terms	 of	 admission	 vary	 with	
each	 club.	 	 Many	 have	 overnight	 lodging	
facilities	 and	 great	 restaurants.	 	 For	 more	
information,	 a	 brochure	 is	 available	 in	 the	
office	or	contact	Chuck	Steltenkamp.	

Dues	are	Due	
The	 second	 installment	 of	 dues	 was	 due	
November	 1.	 	 Don’t	 be	 that	 guy	 who	 can’t	
attend	the	next	Frolic	because	he	is	posted	for	
nonpayment.	 	 Your	 attention	 is	 respectfully	
directed	to	Article	III,	Section	7	of	the	Bylaws.	

Ho,	Ho,	Ho:		It’s	The	Christmas	Show	
Always	a	joy	for	children	and	adults	alike,	the	
Players	 annual	 Christmas	 Show	 and	 Party	
returns	this	year	on	December	18	at	1:00	p.m.		
Many	 of	 the	 usual	 cast	 of	 characters	 will	
undoubtedly	be	present.	

	
	

And	speaking	of	presents,	the	fat	man	with	the	
beard	has	been	known	to	make	an	appearance	
with	 goodies	 for	 the	 good	 boys	 and	 girls.		
Bring	 a	 dish	 to	 share	 and	 call	 the	 office	 to	
confirm	your	attendance.		

A	Tradition	Continues	

	
Please	join	your	fellow	Players	and	significant	
others	on	Saturday,	December	17	at	7:00	p.m.	
to	 decorate	 the	 Playhouse	 for	 the	 Christmas	
Party.			
Bring	 a	 dish	 and	 plenty	 of	 holiday	 cheer.		
Please	RSVP	to	the	Office.	

Silent	Auction	Items	Wanted	
We	 are	 in	 need	 of	 items	 for	 the	 Bootleggers	
Ball	silent	auction.	 	 “Experiential”	 items,	such	
as	 theater	 or	 sporting	 event	 tickets,	
restaurant	or	local	business	gift	certificates,	or	
other	unique	 items	are	particularly	welcome.		
Items	should	be	valued	at	$50.00	or	more.	
This	 is	 not	 an	 opportunity	 to	 re-gift	 that	
“special”	item	that	your	wife	has	been	begging	
you	to	take	out	 to	 the	trash.	 	Remember,	 this	
is	a	fundraiser	for	The	Players.			
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Important	Numbers	
OFFICE:	 313.259.3385	
FAX:	 313.259.0932	
EMAIL:	 office@playersdetroit.org	
BOARD	EMAIL:	 bog@playersdetroit.org	
	

Blackface	(continued).	
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Office	Hours,	 a	play	 by	Norm	Foster,	directed	
in	 his	 first	 directorial	 effort	 by	 Player	 Tom	
Diffendal,	with	help	from	Player	Bob	O’Leary.	

When	 his	 young	 boss,	 Pam	 Girard	 (Player	
Nicholas	 Stojkovski)	 walks	 in,	 Warren	 turns	
into	 a	 milquetoast,	 cowering	 behind	 the	
authoritative	 presence	 of	 Ms.	 Gerard.	
(Although	competently	acted	-	and	in	sartorial	
splendor	-	I	would	have	liked	to	have	seen	her	
become	 more	 of	 a	 she-wolf	 and	 give	 more	
reason	 for	 Warren’s	 fear.)	 	 Despite	 the	 fact	
that	 she	 would	 prefer	 to	 fire	 Warren,	 he	 is	
liked	 by	 her	 husband	 and	 she	 tells	 him	 she	
will	keep	him	on,	albeit	 in	 the	 lower	position	
of	 writer,	 with	 a	 commensurate	 salary	 and	
less	TV	time.		

After	Pam	leaves	the	room	and	Warren	is	left	
pondering	 his	 next	 move,	 a	 one-armed	 man	
(Player	 John	O’Hara)	 walks	 in	 brandishing	 a	
knife.		He	is	set	to	exact	revenge	for	a	mistake	
in	newspaper	captioning	that	caused	his	wife	
to	 leave	him.	 	Feeling	 that	Warren	 is	 the	one	
that	 caused	him	 the	distress,	 since	he	was	 in	
the	producer’s	office,	he	makes	Warren	suffer	
the	resulting	pain	of	that	mistaken	identity.	

A	 subplot	 of	 references	 to	 The	 Fugitive	
(Kimball	 vs	 Girard)	 is	 hinted	 at	 and	 made	
apparent	with	the	presence	of	the	one-armed	
man.		

All	 involved	 created	 a	 performance	 that	 kept	
the	 audience’s	 attention	 and	 changed	 the	
emotional	tenor	from	hilarity	to	one	that	was	
more	disquieting	in	the	end.		

At	 this	 pause	 I	 would	 like	 to	 give	 credit	 to	
Players	 John	Burke	 and	Dave	Clark	who	were	
responsible	 for	 creating	 the	 impressing	 sets	
for	the	evening.	
The	 third	 offering,	 Xmas	 Carol,	 written	 and	
directed	 by	 Player	 Spencer	 Channell,	 was	 a	
takeoff	on	Dickens’	A	Christmas	Carol.		

The	 story	 opens	 with	 Ebenezer	 Scrooge	
(Player	Chris	Nesi)	 tossing	and	turning	on	his	
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couch	 only	 to	 be	 wakened	 by	 the	 wine-
drinking	 Ghost	 of	 Christmas	 Present	 (Player	
Spencer	Channell).	 	The	story	diverts	from	the	
Dickens’	 classic	 by	 the	 arrival	 the	 Ghost	 of	
Chanukah	 Present	 (Player	 Matt	 McGuire),	
Ghost	 of	 Kwanzaa	 Present	 (Player	 Tom	 Ball)	
and	 the	 Ghost	 of	 Dia	 de	 los	 Muertos	 (Player	
Matt	Ochab)	 (Ed.,	 That	would	 be	 “Day	 of	 the	
Dead”	 for	 those	 linguistically	 challenged	
members.)	 and	 his	 Three	 Amigos	 entourage	
(Players	 Mark	 Habel,	 Mickey	 Champion	 and	
John	 Daly	 (Ahmed	 and	 Faisal?).	 	 Each	 player	
did	 his	 best	 to	 be	 as	 big	 a	 caricature	 as	 he	
could	 and	 they	 made	 an	 astonishing	 jump	
from	how	it	looked	at	dress	rehearsal.	

The	 cast	 had	 a	 lot	 of	 fun	 with	 the	 play	 and	
there	were	some	very	clever	lines.		On	the	one	
hand,	 one	 could	 say	 it	 was	 a	 satire	 on	 the	
Dickens	Christmas	tale.	But	on	the	other	hand,	
one	 could	 take	 a	 more	 troubling	 response.		
This	was	the	first	Frolic	of	the	Trump	Era	and	
one	 wonders	 if	 it	 has	 become	 permissible	
already	 to	 denigrate	 minorities!?	 	 Food	 for	
thought	.	.	.	
Speaking	 of	 food,	 the	 Frolic	 meal	 of	 hotdogs	
and	 coleslaw	 was	 prepared	 served	 by	 the	
brothers	 Osgood.	 	 In	 its	 wake,	 out	 stepped	
Player	 James	Turnbull	for	his	recollection	of	A	
Selkirk	Christmas.		This	Players’	tradition	had	
a	 bittersweet	 glow	 to	 it.	 	 As	 touching	 as	 it	
usually	 is,	 Jim	made	 it	more	 so	 by	 prefacing	
his	 presentation	 with	 the	 declaration	 that	 it	
would	 be	 his	 last	 performance	 of	 this	 tale.		
This	reviewer	is	happy	to	have	heard	many	of	
the	 varied	 deliveries,	 and	was	 always	moved	
by	 its	 message.	 	 The	 December	 Frolic	 will	
never	be	the	same.	
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Attention	New	Members	
And	 not	 so	 new	 members	 as	 well!	 	 Traffic	
hour	 –	 an	 informal	 gathering	 on	 Mondays	
following	 a	 Frolic	 –	 is	 a	 great	 time	 to	 meet	
other	 Players,	 line	 up	 a	 part	 in	 an	 upcoming	
Frolic,	 meet	 the	 sound	 and	 lighting	 wizards,	
shill	 for	 a	 play	 you’ve	 written,	 or	 just	
generally	 learn	 the	 ins	 and	 outs	 of	 The	
Players.	 	 The	 beer	 is	 cold	 and	 the	
companionship	 is	 warm.	 	 Come	 as	 you	 are.		
(It’s	 also	 a	 great	 time	 to	 put	 away	 the	 props	
and	 flats	 from	 the	 Frolic	 if	 they	 are	 still	
cluttering	 the	 stage	 or	 dressing	 rooms.)		
Things	usually	get	going	around	5:30	p.m.	

Board	of	Governors	
President	...........................................	Steven	Flum	
Vice-President	Administration	..........	John	O’Hara	
Vice-President	Production	..................	David	Clark	
Secretary	..................................	Matthew	Turnbull	
Treasurer	.........................................	Jeffrey	Barry	
Governor	.............................................	David	Aller		
Governor	.........................................	John	Hatcher	
Governor	.........................	William	L.	Robinson,	Jr.		
Governor	........................................	Thomas	Sloan	

You’ve	Got	to	Have	Art	
One	of	the	many	side	benefits	of	digitizing	The	
Players’	 records	and	artwork	 is	 the	ability	 to	
provide	 you	 with	 copies	 of	 the	 wonderful	
caricatures	 that	 reside	 on	 the	 walls	 of	 the	
Playhouse.			
If	 you	 are	 interested	 in	 purchasing	a	 copy	of	
these	 or	 other	 caricatures,	 call	 the	 office.	
11”x14”	 copies	 on	 heavyweight	 acid-free	
paper	 suitable	 for	 framing	 are	 available	 for	
low,	 low	 price	 of	 just	 $25.00.	 	 But	 wait	 .	 .	 .	
there’s	more.	 	 Larger	 sizes	 at	 additional	 cost	
may	 also	 be	 available.	 	 Christmas	 is	 around	
the	 corner.	 	 These	 make	 wonderful	 gifts	 for	
the	Player	who	has	everything	 (or	perhaps	a	
suitable	memento	to	present	your	director.)	Need	a	Tux?	

If	 you	 need	 a	 tuxedo	 or	 have	 a	 prospective	
guest	who	may	need	one,	you	might	consider	
checking	 out	 www.myowntuxedo.com.	 	 This	
website	 offers	 new	 and	 gently	 used	 tuxedos	
and	accessories	 in	a	wide	variety	of	sizes	 for	
pretty	low	prices.		Pants	and	jackets	are	often	
separately	available.	
The	 Players	 also	maintains	 a	 tuxedo	 bank	 of	
tuxedos	 that	may	 be	 loaned	 to	 guests.	 	 Have	
you	 put	 on	 or	 taken	 off	 a	 few	 pounds?		
Consider	putting	your	old	tux	in	the	bank.		

Keep	it	Clean	Gents	
Acey	and	his	girls	do	a	great	job	of	cleaning	up	
after	 the	 Frolics	 and	 Invitationals.	 	 It	 is	 not	
their	job,	however,	to	clean	up	the	stage	or	put	
away	props	and	costumes.			

If	 you	are	at	 the	Playhouse	 for	a	rehearsal	or	
for	 other	 reasons,	 please	 clean	 up	 after	
yourselves.	 	That	 includes	 properly	emptying	
ashtrays	and	wastebaskets	and	washing	mugs	
or	 other	 dishes.	 	 If	 you	 don’t	 know	 how	 to	
operate	 the	 dishwasher,	 please	 don’t	 try.		
Instead,	 rinse	 your	 dirty	 dishes	 and	 leave	
them	 in	 the	 sink.	 	 Don’t	 just	 leave	 an	 inch	 of	
beer	 in	a	mug	waiting	 for	 the	 rats	 to	drink	 it	
before	 it	 caramelizes	 into	 an	 epoxy-like	
lacquer.		
Access	 to	 fire	 exits,	 including	 the	 basement	
access	 to	 the	 area	 under	 the	 stage,	 must	 be	
kept	clear.		Ditto	for	the	utility	meter	room.			
During	 the	 times	 between	 performances,	 we	
do	not	have	regular	janitorial	services.		We	do,	
however,	 have	 regular	 visitors,	 including	
organizations	 that	 have	 paid	 good	 money	 to	
rent	our	facilities.	 	We	recently	had	to	pay	for	
an	extra	additional	janitorial	visit	to	clean	the	
lobby	before	a	 rental	 –	a	 lobby	that	had	been	
thoroughly	cleaned	the	previous	day.			
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THE	PLAYER,	VOLUME	CVI,	NO.	5,	JANUARY	2017	

THE	PLAYER	 is	 published	more	 or	 less	monthly	
from	 September	 to	 April	 or	 May	 with	 an	
occasional	 summer	 issue.	 	 The	 views	
expressed	 herein	 are	 those	 of	 the	 respective	
authors	 and/or	 editor	 and	 not	 necessarily	
those	of	The	Players.		Comments	may	be	made	
to,	and	back	issues	may	be	available	from,	the	
Office,	 (313)	259-3385,	or	 send	an	 inquiry	 to	
Office@playersdetroit.org.	 	 THE	 PLAYER	 is	
available	online	at	www.playersdetroit.org.	

‘Tis	the	Season	
At	this	time	of	year,	many	of	us	make	year-end	
contributions	 to	 our	 favorite	 charities.	 	Don’t	
forget	 that	 The	 Players	 is	 an	 IRS	 501(c)(3)	
approved	 charity.	 	 That	 means	 that	 your	
contribution	 to	 The	 Players	 is	 deductible	 to	
the	full	extent	permitted	by	law.	

While	 cash	 is	 always	 welcome,	 you	 might	
consider	other	ways	to	help	The	Players.	 	Do	
you	 have	 stocks	 that	 have	 appreciated	 in	
price?	 	 A	 gift	 of	 appreciated	 securities	 may	
give	 you	 an	 outsized	 charitable	 deduction	
while	 saving	 you	 from	 capital	 gains	 taxes.	
Consider	 adding	 The	 Players	 to	 your	 will	 or	
trust	 or	 even	 making	 The	 Players	 a	
beneficiary	of	a	life	insurance	policy.	
On	 the	 surface,	 our	 Beautiful	 Lady	 looks	 as	
good	as	she	has	in	many	years	but,	like	many	
of	 us,	 her	 age	 is	 showing	 in	 areas	 we	 don’t	
often	see	every	day.	 	We	face	major	expenses	
for	 stage	 rigging,	 HVAC,	 roof,	 plumbing	 and	
electrical	repairs	and	replacements.			
So,	consider	a	gift	to	The	Players	Endowment	
Fund.		This	is	our	fund	to	ensure	the	future	of	
The	Players.	

How	Will	We	Know	It’s	Christmas?	

Just	 as	 Ernie	 Harwell’s	 Voice	 of	 the	 Turtle	
ushered	 in	 the	 baseball	 season	 and	 changing	
foliage	 colors	 are	 harbingers	 of	 fall,	 Jim	
Turnbull’s	retelling	of	A	Selkirk	Christmas	 has	
been	 the	 unofficial	 kickoff	 of	 the	 Christmas	
season	 for	 years.	 	 The	 story	 of	 a	 young	 altar	
boy	 in	 a	 small	 town	 in	 the	 Scottish	 Borders	
and	 the	 special	present	he	 receives	 following	
midnight	 mass	 always	 brings	 a	 tear	 to	 the	
eyes	 of	 the	 assembled	 gathering	 at	 the	
Playhouse.	

At	 the	December	Frolic,	 James	announced	his	
beloved	 Afterglow	 performance	 at	 this	
December’s	Frolic	would	be	his	last.		(Ed.,	Say	
it	 ain’t	 so	 Seamus!)	 	 While	 we	 can	 all	
understand	 the	 desire	 to	 retire	 while	 one	 is	
still	at	the	top	of	one’s	game,	we	can	only	hope	
he	has	a	Brett	Favre	moment	and	 “unretires”	
in	time	for	next	year’s	December	Frolic.	

	

Untapped	
Unless	you	know	what	you	are	doing	and	have	
been	 authorized	 by	 the	 Beer	 Czar,	 please	 to	
not	mess	with	 the	beer	 taps	and	connections	
or	the	thermostat	in	the	beer	chest.	 	We	have	
had	too	many	incidents	of	floods,	spoiled	beer,	
leaking	CO2	and	other	damage.			
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2016	Children’s	Frolic	and	Christmas	Party	
December	17,	2015	1:00	p.m.	

	

	

	
Teleplay	written	by	Charles	Schultz	

Adapted	for	The	Players	Stage	by	Player	Larry	Smith	
Directed	by	Player	Tom	Conley	

Charlie	Brown	...............................................................................................	Player	Chuck	Steltenkamp	
Linus	.............................................................................................................................	Player	Ed	Priebe	
Lucy	.......................................................................................................................	Player	Matt	Turnbull	
Sally	.............................................................................................................................	Player	Andy	Rice	
Schroeder	..................................................................................................................	Player	Sean	Fisher	
Violet	..........................................................................................................................	Player	Dave	Clark	
Pig	Pen	..........................................................................................................................	Player	Tom	Ball	
Rita	...........................................................................................................................	Player	John	O’Hara	
Shermie	..........................................................................................................................	Player	Bob	Ball	
Snoopy	..................................................................................................................	Player	Drew	Maltese	

	
Following	the	performance	there	will	be	a	party	in	the	Founders	Room.	

Santa	will	make	an	appearance.	
	

Your	culinary	and	oenological	contributions	are	appreciated.			
Please	make	a	reservation	for	this	performance	and	party	and	inform	us	of	all	children	attending.	
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