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A Groundhog Day Frolic Review 
 

by Player Fuzz Corey 
 

I'm a little groundhog, it's my day. 
Wake and stretch, go out and play. 
Down in my burrow, down so deep, 

Time to wake, from my long winter's sleep. 
 

I’ll go to the Playhouse and see a Frolic. 
And try not to get sick or colic. 
Even though it’s cold outdoors 

I’ll have fun inside as long as no one snores. 

Frolic 599 ar r ived on a cold winter ’s day. But the 
warmth of Player friendship made the outside chill a 
non-factor. 

After the 25-30 diners returned from the Pre-Frolic 
dinner at Bayview Yacht Club and after the Players 
Chorus (Bill Volz, Roy Jendrzejewski, Drew 
Maltese, John Daly and Bill Robinson) finished 
their serenade (with Player Earl Wolfe on the 
keyboards), President Tom Conley let the house know 
what was what. He also introduced Player John Burke 
who explained the new membership incentive scheme. 
(See page 4 for further details. –Ed) 

To get the party off to a good start, Player Bill 
Champion sang “The Players’ Song” without his mug 
(which had been missing since the Millionaires’ Party) 
but inspiring the audience anyway. 
 
Aaargh! A group of pirates took the stage in the first 
offering of the night, Land Ho: A Pirate Misadventure 
written by Player Larry Channell and directed by 
Player David Vlasak. And Bill Champion’s voice 
was heard again as the narrator. 
 
The group of pirates, played by magnificently attired 
Players Spencer Channell, Mickey Champion, Greg 
Thom, and Will Dawson, are on board the ship 
“Abandon Hope,” which actually never leaves shore. 
Instead it serves as a casino/brothel—sort of like a 

mothballed Boblo Boat for adults. David Vlasak played 
Chastity, the resident prostitute.  
 
A plot arises to seduce the Governor Clinton (Player 
Alan Dick doing his best Bill-Clinton-with-facial-hair 
impersonation) because he wants to change the 
definition of “bribe,” and spoil the pirates’ fun. To do 
so, in comes John(ette) the seductress, (Larry Channell, 
who wrote the showiest part for himself).  
 
The stoic Sergeant (Player Chuck Steltenkamp) has the 
ominous task of patting down John to make sure no 
vice is committed on board. Governor Clinton, 
however, is smitten and makes sure that the Sergeant is 
removed from the scene so the opportunity for some 
dalliance is available. Ribald cigar jokes abound, and 
no Ken Starr is around to spoil the fun.  
 
When John (as Johnette) goes to the powder room 
(with the aforementioned cigar), he mistakenly goes 
into the gunpowder room, causing an explosion that 
sends everyone to Davy Jones’ locker and allows the 
stoic Sergeant to make off with the booty. 
 
Exemplified by the way Larry was made-up, the piece 
was broadly and bawdily played, and it had some 
clever dialogue. The fun that the actors were having on 
stage was contagious as it spread to the audience.  
 
And then, for something completely different, came 
Anxiety, written by Player Andrew Maltese, and 
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directed by Drew along with Players Bob O’Leary 
and Bob Ball. Based on the true story of a heart attack 
Drew suffered five years ago, the play unfolded in the 
form of a silent movie. Talk about a Player’s dream! – 
no lines to memorize!   
 
A coterie of nurses and doctors and a taxi driver was 
played by Players Dennis LeRoy, Bob Ball, Steven 
Flum, Ben Liston, Spencer Channell and some of 
the backstage Players. Drew’s wife was played by 
Player Sean Fisher.  
 
(Just an aside: what is it with the Players playing 
women’s roles who just toss on a wig!? Isn’t there any 
attempt to try to look like a woman anymore?) 
 
But apart from the other Players in the play, who 
provided help with the story, it was Drew’s show. He 
wrote, acted and lived this story and he is to be 
applauded for the concept behind this as well. 
 
The drawings of cars added a nice light touch to an 
otherwise serious plot. The sound crew also had an 
easy time by using the same urination sound effect  
that was in the first play. 
 
Additionally, a large round of applause goes out to 
Player Earl Wolfe who, with his nimble fingers on 
the piano, provided the soundtrack for the story. And 
Player Bob O’Leary had a crucial but uncredited 
role as the Man with the Tear Sheets.  
 
The third offering of the evening was Ham Radio, an 
adaptation of a “Frasier” television show, directed by 
Player Stu Johnson.  
 
The story centers around Frasier, a role well-handled 
by Player Craig White with all the tics and neuroses of 
the TV character, attempting to put together a radio 
show, but everything goes wrong.  
 
Player Richard Yeager-Stiver played Niles, who is 
forced to play a multi-voiced role after Mel quits. 
Player Mark Habel served as the father  Mar tin 
(and did an excellent job as the non-speaking engineer 
in the booth). Player Andrew Turnbull played Roz 
(whose mouth is novocained shortly before air time, to 
Frasier’s consternation) and Player Drew Maltese was 
Maxine, the girlfriend of Bulldog (finally—a  Player 
who attempted a feminine look!). Player Bob O’Leary 
was Noel and Player Chuck Steltenkamp was the 
colorful Bulldog who gets stage fright. Player Earl 
Wolfe was Ian, an actual Scotsman who wants the 

role of the Scotland Yard detective but isn’t “authentic” 
enough for Frasier, who ends up voicing the role 
himself, and Player Jim Turnbull was Mel White (an 
homage to Mel Blanc), a professional actor who leaves 
the show because Frasier kept criticizing his accents. 
One of the strongest performances was by Player Brian 
Hurttienne, back on stage after  too long an absence, 
who played Gil, a man who kept getting upset when his 
lines got cut, and would keep appearing as family 
members who get killed off too. (No offence to 
Richard, but why wasn’t Brian playing Niles!? Brian 
actually is Niles, but in a different guise). With all the 
mishaps, the radio play ends up being too short so 
Frasier tries to fill up the time with a post-play 
discussion, but fails again. 
 
The sets were perfect for a radio show as well.  
 
It was a clever, well-paced and well-acted play that 
could be the front-runner for May. 
 
A tasty dinner was provided by our chefs-du-soir, 
Players Tim Whims and Tom Sloan (Tom also 
provided some libations après-programme as a thank 
you for his winning the Players raffle).  
 
The Afterglow was some sketch comedy pieces based 
on and around Monty Pythons “Lumberjack Song.” It 
is fortunate that Chris won’t have to do caricatures of 
these men since again we had a stageful: Players Al 
Dick, Greg Thom (on the piano too), Andrew 
Maltese, Bill Robinson, Tim Cordes, Bill Volz, 
Chuck Steltenkamp and perhaps someone I forgot 
to mention…mea culpa. But  with talent such as this, it 
was fun and provided a fitting end to the evening.  

Pre-Frolic Dinner 
Details on page 6 
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Frolic 600 
2 March 2013 

Produced by Player Michael Mongan 
Stage Managers: Players David Clark and Mark Habel 

 

Silver Nails 
By Nicholas Bela 

Directed by Players Tom Conley and Matt Ochab 
Time: The early 1920’s 

Place: A little bit of Ireland 
 

     Pat O’Connor…………………………………………………………………….Player Chuck Steltenkamp 
       Anna, his wife……………………………………………………………………………Player Larry Smith 
       Alice, his sister…………………………………………………………………………...Player Matt Ochab 
       Mrs.O’Malley………………………………………………………………………………Player Jim Foran 
       Katherine O’Malley……………………………………………………………….Player Thomas Diffendal 
       Fr. McCoy………………………………………………………………………………Player John O’Hara 
       Mrs.O’Sullivan…………………………………………………………………………..Player Tom Conley 
       Mrs. O’Hara……………………………………………………………………………..Player Jim Turnbull 
       Doctor…………………………………………………………………………………….Player Ben Guiney 

 

Outsourced 
By Laura Shaine 

Directed by J. Robert O'Leary III 
Setting: Max's living room 

Time: Last night around 3:45 AM 
 

Max…………………………………………………………………………………….Player Gordon Price 
Kimberley……………………………………………………………………...Player J. Robert O'Leary III 

 

Mystery at Twicknam Vickerage 
By David Ives 

Directed by Player Eric Christian 
Assistant Director: Player Chris Nesi 

In a drawing room, Twicknam Vickerage  

 
 Sarah………………………………………………………………………….Player Richard Yeager-Stiver  
 Inspector…………………………………………………………………………....Player Michael Goodell  
 Mona…………………………………………………………..Wayne State University Intern Derell Jones  
 Roger……………………………………………………………………………………..Player Ben Liston  
 Jeremy………………………………………………………………...………….Player William Champion  
  

Afterglow: 

The Golden Era Tour 
Players Tip Quilter, John O'Hara, John Daly, William Wu, Andrew Turnbull, Dave Cowan, and Guest Joe Daly.  
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  “Theater is so ephemeral, and I love that.” 
 

        ~ John Malkovich 
  

HERE'S YOUR CUE 

"When my cue comes, call me and I will answer." 

 

players new-member incentive 
check your (snail) mailbox 
 
All Players Should have received in their mail an 
invitation to present to each of two good candidates 
for membership a certificate good for two month of 
free membership to Players. 
 
Those receiving from a Player one of these 
certificates are encouraged to do more than attend 
a Frolic or two. Yea, they are encouraged to 
partake in all activities including acting, directing, 
set construction, lighting, stage crew camaraderie, 
folklore, and just plain fun. 
 
At the end of the two month period the recruit will 
be contacted by a member of the Board of 
Governors to determine if he will be joining the club 
on a permanent basis. 
 
This approach has achieved a 70% conversion rate 
at other clubs that have used this process to attain 
new members. 
 
If you did not receive your mailing, or if you have 
misplaced it and would like to take advantage of 
this fine opportunity, please call the office. Or, if you 
require more than the two certificates you received 
the Players office will provide them to you. The 
sooner you call, the better. This offer is for a very 
limited time only. 
 

Players Office Phone: 313.259.3385 
Players Office Fax: 313.259.0932 
Email: office@playersdetroit.org 

Traffic Hour: 
 

5:00-ish pm, Monday, March 4, 2013, 
including a production meeting for  
April directors and stage personnel    
beginning at 6:00 pm.  

~~~ 

The Players Wish List 
 
 

One thing that keeps our Playhouse running 
like a fine-tuned Maserati is the ability to check 
off items from our Wish List. 
 
Below are a few of the most recent wished-for 
items. Remember that The Players is a 501(c)3 
organization, and any contributions to the Play-
house’s upkeep and restoration are fully tax 
deductable. 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Have a 
sug-
gestion for the Players Wish List? Contact 
Player Tim Whims or any Board member. 
 

 

A new hand-truck for the ticket 
booth. Approximate cost: $75-80 
 
New carpet in the ladies rest 
room.  Approximate cost: $200 
 
New permanent curtain rods and 
supports and black felt curtains for 
rear auditorium chair storage.  
Approximate cost: $350 (and a 
bunch of free man hours!)  

mailto:office@playersdetroit.org
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From “Detroit on Stage—The Players Club 1910-2005” 
By Marijean Levering 

 
 (In 1964) (a)nother interesting tradition was established and then abandoned that same year, only to 
reappear years later. The January frolic was always difficult to plan because of the holidays that precede it. 
Player Sid Sinclair, chairman of the Special Activities Committee, suggested that a party be held instead, to 
which Players could invite their wives or lady friends. He further suggested that a Millionaires’ Party provid-
ing gambling with “play money” would be “both fun and fund raising.” A party was held, but not all mem-
bers were happy about a mixed gathering. If a frolic could not be held, they would rather nothing was held 
at all than a party with ladies invited. At first the board hoped to have a frolic, thus settling the matter, but 
by November, it was apparent that a party would have to be held instead. There was such difficulty getting 
anything done that the party had to be postponed until February, and thus no Player activities were held at 
all in January. In an odd way, this satisfied both camps, and a February or March party was held for couples 
for a few years, even when a January frolic was held. The idea of a “Las Vegas” night was once again resur-
rected in 1967. The nature of ther January activity fluctuated for a few years, but today the club holds a Mil-
lionaires’ Party in place of the January frolic. 
 
 
 

Reprinted from Levering, Marijean / Detroit on Stage: The Players Club, 1910-2005 

Scripts and Casting announces the Player-Written One-Act Competition 
  

Setting: a restaurant with three or four tables with chairs – the back two on risers. Bar down stage 
left, bar stools. 
Subject – whatever you want. The restaurant is just the location. Anything can happen there. 
  
Deadline for submission to Scripts and Casting: October 1, 2013. 
Email to office@playersdetroit.org 
 
Authors will be notified of the winning submissions by November 1, 2013. 
  
Winning three plays will be presented at the March 2014 Frolic. 
  
Grab your favorite beverage, pull out paper and pen (“paper and pen”?! —Ed) and have some fun. 
  
Nunquam Renig, 
  
The Scripts and Casting Committee 
  

 

mailto:office@playersdetroit.org
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T h e  P l a y e r ,  V o l u m e  C I I ,  N u m b e r  V ,  

F e b r u a r y  2 0 1 3  

THE PLAYER … is published monthly from September to 
April, with sometimes a combined December/January issue 
and sometimes a summer issue.  The views expressed herein 
are those of the respective authors and editor Edvard “Ed” 
Edmundsön and not necessarily those of The Players.  
Comments may be made to, and back issues may be 
available from the office,   (313)259-3385 or send an inquiry 
to Office@playersdetroit.org.  THE PLAYER is available on 
the web at www.playersdetroit.org. 
We welcome your contributions and comments.  

     Reminders: 
 

 Invite a friend to the Playhouse for a good 
time. 

 Plan on attending the March Frolic (see page 3 
for further details). 

 See The Balduck Mountain Ramblers at 
Players (see facing page). 

 Invite a friend to join The Players (see page 4 
for a great new member incentive). 

 Visit The Players’ website at 
www.playersdetroit.org and update your info. 

 

 
 
        
        
             
Player Osgood 

IRA Update 
Contribute to the Players Endowment Fund 
  

The ability for IRA owners age 70 ½ or older, as 
part of their Required Minimum Distribution, to 
give up to $100,000 from their IRAs directly to 
the Players Endowment Fund (and possibility 
reduce your tax bill) is now back thanks to the 
American Taxpayer Relief Act of 2012.  
  
For more information regarding this topic, 
please call Joyce at the Players office at 
313.259.3385. 
 

Pre-Frolic Dinner 
 
The Pre-Frolic dinner on February 2nd will be 
held at the Vivio’s Food and Spirits located in the 
Eastern Market. 
 
The particulars are of the usual variety. Join us 
for drinks at 5:30. Sit down to dinner around 
6:30. The $30 cost covers your meal, tax and tip. 
Drinks are extra. Cash is appreciated. 
 

Please call The Players office (313.259.3385) to 
let them know how many in your party will be 
attending.  The  pleasure of your company is  
welcome even if your plans to attend are last-
minute, but still, try to make an effort to call first. 
 

Vivio’s 
2460 Market St. 
Detroit 48207 
313-393-1711 

This is your The Player 
 

We at the western branch office of The Player would like to remind 
all Players that this is your publication. You don’t have to be a 
Board member or a committee chair to contribute (but if you are a 
Board member or committee chair, take special note), just be will-
ing to help fill these pages with Player-related topics. To submit 
contributions, or to receive suggestions on how you may help, simp-
ly email the Players office or my assistant Chris 
(cgmonley@gmail.com). 
 

Nunquam Renig, 
 

Ed 

mailto:ThePlayer@theplayersdetroit.org
http://www.playersdetroit.org/
http://www.playersdetroit.org/
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