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598, and Counting 
By Edvard Edmundsön  

TTTHEHEHE   PPPLAYERLAYERLAYER   

After being greeted by bartender Player Stu Johnson 
(who was being bombarded by kudos from fellow 
Players for his recent stint as the investigator in last 
month’s “Death of an Effing Salesman”), we found a 
seat in the front row of the Great Room. There we were 
regaled with holiday music that almost made us forget 
that the weather outside was, indeed, not at all 
frightful— pushing 60° with a 70° Sunday and Monday 
forecast. Player Earl Wolfe accompanied the splendid 
voices of Players Allan Dick, Roy Jendrzejewski, 
Chuck Steltenkamp and Bill Volz. 

Steely-eyed Players President Tom Conley 
introduced the 598th Players Frolic, then stepped aside 
for Player Mike Mongan’s double-take version of 
“The Players’ Song.” If there is a Player who can make 
“The Players’ Song” more entertaining, I can’t think of 
him at the moment. 

The New Flexibility opened the program. It was 
written and directed by multi-talented Player Michael 
Goodell. Michael is every bit as good a playwright as 
he is a novelist (“Zenith Rising,” PublishAmerica, 
2008) and, now that I think of it, may be considered by 
most to be a better director than he is a singer (“The 
Players Song,” April, 2011 Frolic). 

Herb Alpert and the Tijuana Brass’s pre-curtain intro 
morphed into the Muzak of a cozy restaurant where we 
find married couple Borden and Margo Thomas on a 
date. Borden (Player Ben Liston) is a former history 
teacher and current barista at one of the local Starbucks 
Cafés. The qualifier “former” refers to his being fired 
for wanting the theme of his class to be “Why England 
Sucks.” Margo (Player Tim Cordes) is a sharply 
dressed, and even sharper-tongued business woman. 
Their conversation is a little snide and a bit bitter which 
leads us to believe that this is not a rekindle-the-
romance type of dinner. Borden, we find, is 

unmotivated, sarcastic, and Anglophobic. (And for 
some reason not only Borden, but teachers in general, 
were portrayed in an unflattering light.) Borden’s 
distaste for anything English is magnified by the 
introduction of ex-Pat Brit Roderick Phelps (Player 
Craig White) who has been bellied up to the bar before 
venturing over to the Thomas’ table. Moments earlier 
Borden had predicted that following a polite invitation 
to visit, the Englishman would make any and all 
excuses to be “busy.” A funny piece of work ensued. 
(“How about next month?” “Oh, so sorry—busy.” 
“Next summer?” “Too bad. Out of the country.” 
“Autumn next year?” “I have a funeral to attend.”) 

The meaning of title of the show does not become 
apparent until the last line is delivered. Michael has 
taken the simple but brilliant tactic of using the punch 
line of a joke and fleshing it out to become a full-length 
one-act play (in the same way that “A MAD Christmas 
Story” sprang from the one-panel cartoon of Santa 
telling the awakened little girl, “You’ve seen me. Now 
I have to kill you.”). We discover that the reason for the 
dinner date is to discuss divorce as this is the time 
Margo has chosen to out of the proverbial closet. But 
Borden is cool with it. So cool, in fact, that he suggests 
he and Margo go out together some time in order to 
“pick up a couple of chicks.” 

The star power of the likes of Liston, Cordes and White 
cannot be undervalued. Their delivery and timing were 
impeccable and clearly made the show as good as it 
could be. Not to be outdone, Player Glenn “Fuzz” 
Corey proved that there are no small parts.  As the 
bartender/waiter he doubled his scripted lines with the 
ad-libbed “Well... I guess I’d better be heading back to 
the bar.” Then the baby steps taken by this aged waiter 
made the trip halfway across the stage to the bar seem 
to last longer than the drum solo of  Iron Butterfly’s  
“In-A-Gadda-Da-Vida.” Bravo, Fuzz. Bravo. 
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Matterhorn by Rich Orloff, was next. Player Allan 
Dick directed this funny show. The setting was not in 
the Alps, but in the queue of  the Matterhorn ride at 
Disneyland. Jerry (Player Bill Robinson), Arleen 
(Player Ed Priebe) and their two children Matthew 
and Kevin (Players Michael Champion and Richard 
Yeager-Stiver) are basking in the joys of the magic 
that is Disney. (Arleen: “I hate you.” Jerry: “I hate you 
too.”) Who knew that Ed and Bill would play so well 
together on stage? Breaking up their bickery barbs are 
shouts to their offstage offspring. (“Matthew! Get your 
hand off Cinderella’s ass!” “Kevin! Put that squirrel 
down! All of it!”) Yes, they hate each other, but we 
come to find that their mutual hatred is the common 
bond that keeps them together.  

Dialogue drove the show but—just like the meal 
placed in front of you—presentation is everything. 
Arleen had pink hair to match her slacks, a padded 
tush, and a perfect nagging timber in her voice 
reminiscent of that stick of too-hard chalk on a 
blackboard. Jerry wore Bermuda shorts, golden 
Mickey Mouse ears, and sported a generous dollop of 
zinc oxide on his nose.  

Recall what I said earlier about there being no small 
parts. I stand corrected. Players Champion and Yeager-
Stiver spent most of the show being reprimanded by 
their parents—while they stood out of sight in the 
wings. They did, however, make brief mad dashes 
across the stage near the end (Richard with squirrel in 
hand [and mouth]). Small parts, yes, but well-played 
nonetheless. 

With smaller parts still, thanks should go out to 
stalwart Players Michael Mongan, Denne Osgood 
and David Vlasak for providing a realism to 
Matterhorn as veteran Disneyland patrons. 

The final offering was Sons of All Fears, written by 
Players William Wu, Matt Ochab, John O’Hara 
and Ben Liston. Believe me when I tell you that some 
of the show was “written” as it was being performed. 
How Player Robert O’Leary was able to direct this 
colorful blend of newish Players and seasoned veterans 
is beyond me. 

The plot, such as it was, centered around a less-than-
benevolent drill master, played with a straight face and 
a stiff upper lip by Player Ben Liston, trying to whip a 
crew of Cambridge skeet shooters into the shape and 

with the attitude necessary to beat their arch rival 
Oxford. There were some off-putting slurs in the script. 
Ben’s “Behold the assembled filth I see before me…” 
was probably the least offensive line in the show. No 
race or ethnicity was left unscathed (except for the 
Mayans—there were no Mayan epithets). Besides Ben, 
the cast included Players John O’Hara (the Irishman), 
Matt Ochab (The Yank), William Wu (with his best no-
ticky-no-laundry Asian dialect), Ron Rigby (the 
Russian), Mark Habel (the South African), Kevin 
Stoner (with either a Western or Southern or Eastern or 
Northern [most likely] European accent), David Clark 
as the hairy-chested Beatle-wigged Scottish waitress, 
and John Daly (“Oh, please let me be in your show. I 
can play the stereotypical Arab terrorist. Write me in. 
It’ll be a hoot.”). 

The highlight of the show was the end. At curtain time 
the invisible plane was broken as the cast invited 
members of the house to the Founders’ Room to share 
the magnum of single-malt scotch that had been 
wheeled onto the stage. 

Please note that this was the second Player-written 
show of the evening. And on the facing page you’ll 
notice that February’s shows are all Player-written or 
adapted. Recall that last May’s Invitational line-up was 
entirely Player-written as well. Whether or not either or 
both of December’s examples are reprised this May 
remains to be seen, but the effort and creativity of out 
own members should be applauded and encouraged. 

Player Tom Brandel prepared a delightful supper for 
Players and guests that became the perfect prelude to 
the Afterglow: 

Player James Turnbull’s telling of his Christmas in 
Selkirk, Scotland when he was just a wee lad has 
become, to this writer at least, as much a part of the 
Christmas season as decorating the tree or baking 
Christmas cookies. Each year a few more small pieces 
of the Currier and Ives jigsaw puzzle fall into place so 
that now, after these many years of Jim’s retelling, I 
can even hear the crunching of little Shamus’ footfalls 
as he races home after the post- midnight Mass billiards 
match. (It sounds a bit like clenched fists kneading a 
dish of corn starch.) Thank you, Jim, for sharing. 

Pre-Frolic Dinner 
Details on page 7 
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Frolic 599 
2 February 2013 

Produced by Player Steven Flum 
Stage Managers: Players David Clark and Mark Habel 

Land Ho 
A Pirate Misadventure 

By Player Larry Channell 
Directed by Player David Vlasak 

 Setting:  The deck of the pirate ship, Abandon Hope, harbored somewhere in the South Seas. 
  Narrator………………………………………………………………………………………………………….Player David Vlasak 
 Captain Percival…………………………………………………………………………………………….Player Spencer Channell 
 Eagle Eye………………………………………………………………………………………………….Player Mickey Champion 
 Cookie…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….Player Greg Thom 
 Mr. Roberts……………………………………………………………………………………………………...Player Will Dawson 
 Chastity………………………………………………………………………………………………………….Player David Vlasak 
 John/Johnette………………………………………………………………………………………………….Player Larry Channell 
 Governor Clinton…………………………………………………………………………………………………..Player Allan Dick 
 Seargant Major………………………………………………………………………………………….. Player Chuck Steltenkamp 

Anxiety! 
By Player Andrew D. Maltese 

Directed by Players Bob Ball, Drew Maltese & Bob O’Leary 
Lighting Player Eric Christian 

Pianist Player Earl Wolfe 
Sound Effects Player Ben Galbo 

Setting: January 17, 2008 - House & Hospitals 
A. Maltese……………………………………………………...………………………………..………………Player Drew Maltese 
M. Maltese………………………………………………………………..………………………………..………Player Sean Fisher 
Triage Nurse………………………………………………………………..……………………………...……Player Dennis LeRoy* 
Dr. Sooch…………………………………………………………………………………………………………...…Player Bob Ball* 
Nurses………………………………………………………………………….…………………………………..Back-stage Players 
Doctors………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…...…In-house Players 
Ambulance Driver…………………………………………………………………………………………..……...Player Steve Flum 
Dr. Miller…………………………………………………………………………………………………….…..…Player Ben Liston 
Providence Nurse…………………………………………………………………………………………..……..…Spencer Channell 

Ham Radio 
Directed by Player Stu Johnson 

Adapted from the television show Frasier 
Originally aired April 22, 1997 

Written by David Lloyd 
Opening Scene- Café Nervosa 

 Frasier…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….Player Craig White 
 Niles…………………………………………………………………………………………………...Player Richard Yeager-Stiver 
 Martin…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….Player Mark Habel 
 Roz………………………………………………………………………………………………………….Player Andrew Turnbull 
 Gil………………………………………………………………...………………………………………….Player Brian Hurttienne 
 Bulldog…………………………………………………………………………………………………...Player Chuck Steltenkamp 
 Maxine………………………………………………………………………………………………………….Player Drew Maltese 
 Ian………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...Player Earle Wolfe 
 Mel White……………………………………………………………………………………………………….Player Jim Turnbull 
 Noel……………………………………………………………………………………………………………...Player Bob O'Leary 
 Man in booth……………………………………………………………………………………………………...Player Mark Habel 
                                                                                                                                                            * First time on the Players stage 
 
 Afterglow:Players Greg Thom and Allan Dick, assisted by Players Andrew Maltese, Bill Robinson, Tim Cordes 
          and the Players Chorus  
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   “It's clever, but is it Art?” 
 
    ~ Rudyard Kipling  
  

HERE'S YOUR CUE 

"When my cue comes, call me and I will answer." 

 

Wow!!! What a deal! 
New  New-Member 
Incentive 
 

An anonymous donor has agreed to 
underwrite the cost of a new member by 
$100 if the sponsoring member agrees to 
waive the current incentive of a $150 dues 
credit to his own account. This offer is valid 
for eight new members. If you have a friend 
or relative considering joining Players, hurry 
and take advantage of this special 
membership discount! 

Nunquam Renig 

 

 

Players Office Phone: 313.259.3385 
Players Office Fax: 313.259.0932 
Email: office@playersdetroit.org 

Traffic Hour: 
 

5:00-ish pm, Monday, February 4, 2013, 
including a production meeting for  
March directors and stage personnel    
beginning at 6:00 pm.  

~~~ 

Help Wanted 
 
Assorted suggestions for those who want 
to help out… 
 
 Donations will be accepted for the   

Millionaires’ Party silent auction and 
Tin Can Raffle. Contact Player Eric 
Christian for details. 

 
 Have a suggestion for the monthly 

quote? Email the Players office or 
cgmonley@gmail.org 

 
 Would you like to write a review? 

Again: office@playersdetroit.org or 
cgmonley@gmail.com 

 
 Do you miss the Detroit on Stage ex-

cerpts from Marijean Levering? Type 
up a few of your favorite paragraphs 
(for an easy cut and paste by yours 
truly) along with source page and mail 
to office@playersdetroit.org or cgmon-
ley@gmail.com 

 
 Have a suggestion for the Players 

Wish list? Contact Player Tim Whims 
or any Board member. 

 
 Contact any Board member if you 

would like a suggestion regarding what   
you might write a tax-deductable check 
for, vis-á-vis a Playhouse update or 
needed repair.  

 

mailto:office@playersdetroit.org
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Save the Date! 
 

The Players Club Presents 
 

The Balduck Mountain Ramblers 
 

At The Players Playhouse 
Friday, March 15, 2013 

Full details in the next edition of The Player 
Watch your email inbox for further updates. 

 

The January 19 Showtime Raffle Winners 

 
1st Prize $2,000.00 
     Player Tom Sloan 
 
2nd Prize $1,000.00 
     Player Geno Pirrami 
 
3rd Prize $500.00 
     Player Bob O’Leary 
 
4th Prize $500.00 
     Ted Stroble 
 

Congratulations to all the prize win-
ners. 

5th Prize $250.00 
     Deb Tuccini 
 
6th Prize $250.00 
     Player Mike Mongan 
 
7th Prize $250.00 
     Player John O’Hara 
 
8th Prize $250.00 
     Player Sean Fisher 

Player Mark Habel, pictured here moments 
after he learned that he was not one of the 
winners in the new Showtime Raffle. 
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T h e  P l a y e r ,  V o l u m e  C I I ,  N u m b e r  I V ,  

J a n u a r y  2 0 1 3  

THE PLAYER … is published monthly from September to 
April, with sometimes a combined December/January issue 
and sometimes a summer issue.  The views expressed herein 
are those of the respective authors and editor Edvard “Ed” 
Edmundsön and not necessarily those of The Players.  
Comments may be made to, and back issues may be 
available from the office,   (313)259-3385 or send an inquiry 
to Office@playersdetroit.org.  THE PLAYER is available on 
the web at www.playersdetroit.org. 
We welcome your contributions and comments.  

Reminders: 
 
 Invite a friend to the Playhouse for a good 

time. 

 Plan on attending the February Frolic (see 
page 3 for further details). 

 Invite a friend to join The Players (see page 4 
for a great new member incentive). 

 Visit The Players’ website at 
www.playersdetroit.org and update your info. 

  

 

From the President… 
 

Dear Players, 

 We recently finished a very successful 
Fall Invitational. We did, however, have a 
small glitch. At the final night’s performance 
we had at least four guests show up without 
coats and ties. The guests either went 
home and returned properly dressed, or I 
found a coat off the Tux Rack. 
 This note is just a reminder that it is our 
responsibility as Players to be sure that our 
guests are aware of the proper dress code. 
The failure to advise our guests leads to 
embarrassing moments for them. Please 
don't put your family and friends in this situ-
ation. 
 
Nunquam Renig, 
 
Tom Conley, President 

Pre-Frolic Dinner 
 
The Pre-Frolic dinner on February 2nd will be 
held at the Bayview Yacht Club. 
 
The particulars are of the usual variety. Join us 
for drinks at 5:30. Sit down to dinner around 
6:30. The $30 cost covers your meal, tax and tip. 
Drinks are extra. Cash is appreciated. 
 

Please call The Players office (313.259.3385) to 
let them know how many in your party will be 
attending.  The  pleasure of your company is  
welcome even if your plans to attend are last-
minute, but still, try to make an effort to call first. 
 

Bayview Yacht Club 
100 Clairpointe Street 
Detroit, MI 48215 
313.822.1853 

This is your The Player 
 

We at the western branch office of The Player would like to remind 
all Players that this is your publication. To avoid pages like the 
“Ask Ed”  column or more photos of Player Mark Habel used as 
filler we need to hear from you.  You don’t have to be a Board 
member to contribute (but if you are a Board member, take special 
note), just be willing to help fill these pages with Player-related 
topics.  To submit contributions, or to receive suggestions on how 
you may help, simply email the Players office or my assistant Chris. 
 

Nunquam Renig, 
 

Ed 

mailto:ThePlayer@theplayersdetroit.org
http://www.playersdetroit.org/
http://www.playersdetroit.org/
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            Ask Ed 
Dear Ed, 

 Who the heck are you? Have we met? I thought I knew 
everybody at Players. You’re not a “Progressive,” are you? And 
you’re the editor?  How did that happen? Was your main qualifi-
cation for the job that you have an umlaut in your name? Do you 
think that umlaut makes you special? Do you? I may not have an 
umlaut in my name, but I have something you don’t have. I have 
the letter P—as in Patriot. 
 

Patriotically Yours, 
Player Denne Osgood 
(The P in my name is silent.) (And invisible.) 

 
Dear Player, 
 Though I am confident we didn’t vote for the same 
guy this past November (I wrote-in Pat Paulson’s name, as 
I’ve done in every general election since 1968),  it  does not  
mean  I’m unpatriotic. I love this country as much as I love 
The Players. 
 My umlaut in is not simply an affectation. The diacritic 
instructs the reader of my written name to pronounce the o 
in a manner differently from the standard  long  or  short  
English o. In this case the ö in Edmundsön has the same 

sound and inflection as the л in влагалище. 
 I look forward to meeting you. 
 
Dear Ed, 
 I just read the review you wrote, and I think I could do 
better. To be honest, your style lacks depth, wit and a basic grasp 
of the English language.  Have you ever heard of hyperbole? 
Alliteration? Spell Check? And your take on Player Goodell’s 
show was tepid at best. I thought the show was brilliant! The 
duologue between the characters played by Players Cordes  and 
Liston rivaled classic confrontational conversations between 
Gleason and Carney or Bogart and Hepburn. 
 My question is this: How do I go about making my review 
righting (sic) services available? 
 

Nunquam Renig (whatever that means), 
Player Henry Nelson 
 
Dear Player, 
 I’m glad you asked. If you would like to write a review, 
simply email my assistant, Player Chris Monley, at cgmon-
ley@gmail.com or drop a note to Joyce in the Players’ 
office, and she will forward it to the Publications committee.    
It is not too early to lock up a slot for next season. 
 Perhaps someone reading this who hasn’t written a 
review for a while would like to get back into it. Alas, some 
of the best reviewers of years ago have long since 
passed—Players Art Gohle, Ken Howard and Greg Thom, 
to name a few. They are missed. If one day you would like 
to  be missed when you’re gone, all you have to do is write 
a memorable review now and then. 
 We look forward to hearing from you. 
  

 

Dear Ed, 
 At the last October Frolic I was delighted to find cans of 
Arnold  Palmer’s  Half  Iced  Tea  &  Half  Lemonade in the 
aluminum ice tubs. 

 Arnold Palmer’s ½  &  ½, from the Arizona Beverage 
Company, is made from 100% natural ingredients—fresh brewed 
black tea and real lemonade. Nothing halfway about that. A Lite 
version is available with one-third the calories for our wasteline-
conscious Players bretheren. And for a refreshing drink that 
packs a full swing of healthy green tea antioxidants, Arizona also 
makes a deliciously smooth combination of pomegranate 
flavored green tea and lemonade.  
 Imagine my disappointment when, at the December Frolic, 
all that was available to drink  (besides  beer and water) was cola, 
diet cola and Mountain Dew. I settled for water (sigh). 
 Who (or is it whom? Shoot, you’re the editor; you figure it 
out) should I contact regarding the non-alcoholic beverage selec-
tion at Players Frolics? 
 

Cordially, 
Player Christopher G. Monley 

 
Dear Player, 
 Chris? What’s with the email? You’re sitting at the 
desk right across from me. 
 Whatever. The chairman of the House committee this 
year is  Players  President Tom Conley. If he can’t see to it 
that something more civilized than colas and Dew are avail-
able during the Frolics, then nobody can. Drop him a line. 
 
Dear Ed, 
 Give me a thousand dollars. 
 

I’m not kidding, 
Player D.C. Moons 

 
Dear Player, 
 It sounds like you weren’t one of the  winners  of  
Players’ new Showtime Raffle, which took place at the  
Millionaires’  Party a couple of weeks ago.  The  list  of  
winners is on page five of this issue of The Player. The 
raffle was a success (as was the Party—details next 
month), so look for the Showtime Raffle to be held again 
next year.  
 Did you even buy a ticket? As my sainted mother 
used to say, you can’t win if you’re not in. 
 Good luck next time. 

 
Dear Ed, 
 Raffle, shmaffle. Just give me a thousand dollars. 
 

Seriously—not kidding, 
Player D.C. Moons 
 
 

By Edvard Edmundsön 
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