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January 

2 euphoria- (n).  great delight, happy excitement 

Sean was full of euphoria when he heard the good news. 

3 grimace- (v.) to twist the face, to wince 

Mary grimaced at hearing the bad news.  

6  guile- (n.) clever trickery, cunning, deceit 

The swindler used guile to cheat people out of their money. 

7 gargantuan- (adj.) very big, huge, colossal 

 The statues of past presidents were gargantuan in size. 

8 abet- (v) - to help, encourage 

 The man was jailed because he aided and abetted a friend who robbed a bank. 

9  bellicose- (adj.) - angry, ready to fight 

The small nation is bellicose, because it is always threatening to go to war. 

10 jaundiced (adj.) - cynical; pessimistic 
Gary has a jaundiced view toward popular music due to the many changes. 
 
13 nettle (v) - to irritate, anger someone 
The teacher’s criticism of the project nettled the shy student.  
 
14 whet (v) - to sharpen, to hone 
Before the camper cuts the meat, he whets his knife on a stone. 
 
15 contemporary- (adj.) -existing, occurring, or living at the same time; belonging to the same time 
Newton's discovery of calculus was contemporary with that of Leibniz. 
 
16 emaciate- (v) - to make very thin and weak, especially through lack of food 
The capturers emaciated the soldier by withholding food. 
 
21 grit (v) - to press one's teeth together hard, usually during difficult moments 
Brian gritted his teeth and lifted the heavy box. 
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22 philanthropy (n.) - the practice of working for or giving money to groups that help the poor, the arts 
(museums, symphonies, etc.), and other good causes 
 
 The rich woman engages in philanthropy by giving money to charities. 
 
23 surly (adj.) - rude and hostile in manner or attitude 
Surly young men gathered on the street corner, looking for trouble. 
 
24 whimsical (adj.) - having the sudden desire to do something playful without thinking, I have a 
whimsical idea: let us rent a car and drive to the beach right now! 
 
27 bemoan (v) - to feel sad about something; regret 
The hardworking house cleaner bemoans the fact that she did not finish high school. 
 
28 redolent (adj.) - having a pleasant odor; fragrant 
A room redolent of country flowers made the young woman smile. 
 
29 guffaw (v) - to laugh loudly and boisterously 
Jackson guffawed when Megan told him a joke. 
 
30 nomad (n) - a person without a permanent home 
After years as a nomad, she finally settled in Miami and opened a business. 
 
31 benevolent (adj.) - characterized by or expressing goodwill or kindly feelings 
Police officers should be commended for their benevolent service to the community. 
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February 
 
3 jaunt- (n.) - a short trip for pleasure 

 I took a jaunt to the Caribbean to relax for a few days. 
 
4 surreptitious- (adj.) done secretly to avoid discovery; stealthy  

The surreptitious CIA agents were able to get in and out of the house without anyone noticing. 

 
5 willful- (adj.) - always wanting to have one's way; stubborn, obstinate 

He is a willful man who will not let anyone help him drive.  
 
6 wily- (adj.) - crafty, sly  

Though they were not the strongest of the Thundercats, wily Kit and Kat were definitely the most clever and full of 
tricks. 

 
7 phlegmatic- (adj.) - uninterested, unresponsive  

Monique feared her dog was ill after the animal’s phlegmatic response to his favorite chew toy. 

 
10 embezzle- (v.)  - to steal money by falsifying records  

The accountant was fired for embezzling $10,000 of the company’s funds. 

 
11 nonchalant- (adj.) - having a lack of concern, indifference  

Although deep down Marsha was very angry, she acted in a nonchalant manner when she found out that her best 
friend had used her clothing without asking. 

 
12 judicious (adj.) - having or exercising sound judgment  

When the judicious king decided to compromise rather than send his army to its certain death, he was applauded. 

 
13 nondescript- (adj.) - lacking a distinctive character  

I was surprised when I saw the movie star in person because she looked nondescript. 

 
18 wisp- (n.) - a small thin amount, such as a puff of smoke or a few strands of hair 

A wisp of cloud floated across the sky. 
 
19 pillage- (v.) - to steal property-using violence, as during a war 

 Invaders pillaged the villages along the coast 1,000 years ago. 
 
20 sanguine- (adj.) - optimistic, cheery  

Ashley reacted to any bad news with a sanguine smile and the chirpy cry, “When life hands you lemons, make 
lemonade!” 

 
21 redundant- (adj.) - not necessary or needed; repetitious, superfluous 

The teacher told him the ideas in his essay were redundant, because he repeated the same idea three times. 
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24  contusions- (n.)  - bruise, injury  

The contusions on his face suggested he had been in a fight. 
 
25 embroil- (v.)  - to involve in a complicated situation; to entangle 

Harrison became embroiled in a scandal that lasted for months. 
 
26 juxtaposition (n.) the act of placing two things next to each other for implicit comparison 

The interior designer admired my juxtaposition of the yellow couch and green table. 

 
27 pinnacle- (n.) the highest point  

Book reviewers declared that the author’s new novel was extraordinary and probably the pinnacle of Western 
literature. 

 
28 nonentity- (n.)  - a person with no personality, ambition, or social position 

 I spoke to some nonentity at the company who could not give me any information.  
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March 

 

3 benign- (adj.) - favorable, not threatening, mild  

We were all relieved to hear that the medical tests determined her tumor to be benign. 

 

4 jocular- (adj.) - full of fun, joking 

He is a man with a jocular attitude that brightened the day of his staff. 

5 bequeath- (v.)  -  to pass on, give  

Jon’s father bequeathed his entire estate to his mother. 

6 pious- (adj.) - feeling and showing love and duty to God and religion 

She is a very pious churchgoer. 

7 zany- (adj.) - funny in behavior, like a clown 

 The actor does zany things, such as making funny faces. 

10 sycophant- (n.) one who flatters for self-gain  

Some see the people in the cabinet as the president’s closest advisors, but others see them as sycophants. 

 

11 zealous-(adj.) fervent, filled with eagerness in pursuit of something  

If he were any more zealous about getting his promotion, he would practically live at the office. 

 

12 regale- (v.) - to entertain; to amuse 

Our friend regaled us with stories of things he had done in Africa. 

13  pittance (n.) a very small amount, especially relating to money  

Josh complained that he was paid a pittance for the great amount of work he did at the firm. 
 

14 conventional- (adj.) -   based on or conforming to accepted ways of doing things; traditional 

 People give conventional greetings to each other, like, "Hi, how are you?"  
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17 corpulent- (adj.) - very overweight 

 He weighs 350 lbs.; he is so corpulent that he can hardly walk 

18 hackneyed- (adj.) unoriginal, trite  

A girl can only hear “I love you” so many times before it begins to sound hackneyed and meaningless. 
 

19 taciturn- (adj.) not inclined to talk  

Though Jane never seems to stop talking, her brother is quite taciturn. 
 

20 zealous- (adj.) fervent, filled with eagerness in pursuit of something  

If he were any more zealous about getting his promotion, he would practically live at the office. 
 

21 placate- (v.) to ease the anger of, soothe  

The man purchased a lollipop to placate his irritable son. 
 

24 bestial- (adj.) - like an animal 

 He is bestial; he runs around without any clothes on. 

25 cosmopolitan - (adj.) - sophisticated, worldly  

Lloyd’s education and upbringing were cosmopolitan, so he felt right at home among the powerful and learned. 
 

26 hallowed- (adj.) revered, consecrated  

In the hallowed corridors of the cathedral, the disturbed professor felt himself to be at peace. 
 

27 tactile- (adj.) - capable of being felt by touch; tangible 

A doctor's tactile ability is important in examining patients. 

31 zenith- (n.) the highest point, culminating point 

I was too nice to tell Nelly that she had reached the absolute zenith of her career with that one hit of hers. 

  



Puma Word of the Day 

2013-2014 
 
 

April 

1 bane- (n.) a burden  

Advanced physics is the bane of many students’ academic lives. 

2 irascible- (adj.) - easily angered  

At the smallest provocation, my irascible cat will begin scratching and clawing. 
 

3 rancor- (n.)  -  deep, bitter resentment  

When Eileen challenged me to a fight, I could see the rancor in her eyes. 
 

4 vociferous - (adj.) loud, boisterous  

I am tired of his vociferous whining so I am breaking up with him. 
 

7 innocuous-(adj.) harmless, inoffensive  

In spite of their innocuous appearance, these mushrooms are actually quite poisonous. 
 

8 bard- (n.) a poet, often a singer as well  

Shakespeare is often considered the greatest bard in the history of the English language. 
 

9 voluminous-(adj.) - containing many pages, bulky; containing many books 

 The professor's library is big and voluminous.  

10 rant- (v.)  - to shout with anger 

When Russell heard that taxes are going up, he ranted for an hour. 

11 munificence- (n.)  -  generosity in giving  

The royal family’s munificence made everyone else in their country rich. 
 

22 edifice- (n.)  -  a large, impressive building 

Politicians like to build large edifices to honor one another. 

23 bastion- (n.)  - a source of strength 

 Andrew was a bastion of support to his wife while her father was dying. 

24 conflagration- (n.)  - great fire  

The conflagration consumed the entire building. 

25 gourmand- (n.)  - someone fond of eating and drinking  

My parents, who used to eat little more than crackers and salad, have become real gourmands in their old age. 
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28 irk- (v.)  - to make angry (but not extremely angry), irritate, annoy 

I was irked by the loud talk at the dining table next to mine. 

29 voracious- (adj.) - very hungry; ravenous 

Teenagers often have voracious appetites. 

30 behemoth - (n.)  - something of tremendous power or size  

The new aircraft carrier is among several behemoths that the Air Force has added to its fleet. 
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May 

 

1 effigy- (n.)  - a representation, such as a crude dummy, of a person hated by others 

 The demonstrators hanged an effigy of the politician outside the embassy. 

2 myriad- (adj.) consisting of a very great number  

It was difficult to decide what to do Friday night because the city presented us with myriad possibilities for fun. 
 

5 perspicacity-(adj.) shrewdness, perceptiveness  
The detective was too humble to acknowledge that his perspicacity was the reason for his professional 
success. 
 
6 gibberish- (n.)  - words without meaning; nonsense 

 The father is speaking gibberish to his son. 

7 glacial- (adj.) - cold, silent 

The man made her angry and she looked at him with a glacial stare. 

8 wane- (v.) to decrease in size, dwindle  
Do not be so afraid of his wrath because his influence with the president is already beginning to wane. 
 
9 subterfuge- (n.)  - a plan in which the whole truth is not told or something is hidden; a ruse 

The company used the name of a more famous company as subterfuge to trick people into buying from 

them 

12 raze- (v.) to demolish, level  
The old tenement house was razed to make room for the large chain store. 
  
13 goad- (v.)  - to urge, spur, incite to action  
Jim may think he is not going to fight Billy, but Billy will goad Jim on with insults until he throws a punch. 
 
14 nebulous- (adj.) - vaguely defined, cloudy  
The transition between governments meant that who was actually in charge was a nebulous matter. 
 
15 rebut- (v.)  -  to speak against someone else's idea or opinion, to prove that it is wrong 

 Our lawyer saved our case when she rebutted the other lawyer's speech.  
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16 wary- (adj.) - concerned about danger; cautious 

 John is very wary of driving his car late at night after being robbed. 

19 belabor- (v.)  - to work or talk too long, repeat a point too often 

Michelle belabored how angry she felt until no one listened anymore. 

20 wax- (v.)  - to grow, to increase 

We see more of the moon as it waxes 

21 peruse- (v.)  - to read or examine something carefully 

Charles perused the newspaper looking for news of his hometown. 

22 bereft (adj.) devoid of, without  
His family was bereft of food and shelter following the tornado. 
 
23 consecrate- (v.) to dedicate something to a holy purpose  
Arvin consecrated his spare bedroom as a shrine to Christina. 
 
27 effrontery (n.) impudence, nerve, insolence  
When I told my aunt that she was boring, my mother scolded me for my effrontery. 
 
28 incendiary (n.) a person who agitates  
If we catch the incendiary who screamed “bomb” in the middle of the soccer match, we are going to put him 
in jail. 
 
29 negate- (v.)  - to make something useless; to nullify: 

By suddenly leaving the discussions about wages, the workers negated all of the work done up to that 

point. 
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June 

2 jargon- (n.) - the special words used in many areas of work or study, often difficult for outsiders to 

understand 

People who work with computers use jargon, such as "log on" and "on line." 

3 petulant- (adj.) - easily upset or angered over unimportant matters, having a bad temper; irritable 

The petulant man was always starting quarrels with people. 

4 vituperate-(v.)  - to berate  
Jack ran away as soon as his father found out, knowing he would be vituperated for his unseemly behavior. 
 
5 gravity- (n.)  - seriousness, severity 

When the shooting started, the gravity of the situation became clear. 

6 elucidate- (v.) to clarify, to explain  
I did not understand why my friend was so angry with me, so I asked Janine to elucidate her feelings. 
 


