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Dear Parents and Students, 

As the 2013-14 school year draws to a close, it is my pleasure to present to you our 2014 Summer 
Reading Assignment. Summer reading is an important activity for your child's intellectual growth and 
development. It encourages students to continue learning while still providing them with fun and 
enjoyment. 

Enclosed with this letter is the summer reading assignment for your child. Each student is required to read 
the chosen book over the summer and complete an assignment for the book. We hope that your child will 
find the book interesting and entertaining. This text was selected after careful discussion and review by 
the school's faculty and was deemed an appropriate supplement to the educational curriculum planned for 
the coming school year. 

Students may utilize local libraries to secure the required reading, or purchase them at a local bookstore, 
large chain store, or online at an e-store of your choice. We ask that you review the book and assignments 
with your child as soon as possible. Some of the text may be difficult for students with reading 
difficulties, but the majority of the text should be more than manageable. If reading is difficult for your 
child, we highly recommend guided reading with a parent, tutor, or the use of audio versions of the books 
(some may even be available for free through the public library). 

In an attempt to guide your child in reading his or her summer assignment, directions are included on the 
accompanying list. Each student is expected to complete an assessment by September for the assigned 
title. This assessment will vary from grade to grade and course to course. For each student a project-based 
or written task will be graded to assess comprehension of content as well as to provide a benchmark for 
student growth. 

Please ensure that your child has completed the reading and enclosed assignment by the first day of 
school. 

Prince George's County Public Schools 
Dr. Henry A. Wise, Jr. High School 



We believe that reading is an essential aspect of your child's education and can only benefit them 
throughout their lives. Keeping students academically engaged throughout the summer is one way to 
continue to ensure their success in the future. If you have any questions or concerns please feel free to 
email Dr. Terri Dove at Terri.Dove@pgcps.org. 

Have a healthy and enjoyable summer,  

Sincerely, 

Carletta Marrow, Principal and the entire Wise staff 



2014 Wise HS Summer Reading Assignment 

Every student must complete at least one of three assignments (student's choice) for an 
assessment grade. Assignments must be turned into your English teacher by September 2, 
2014 and graded according to attached rubric. 

Argument Writing (see Argument Rubric) 

Poetry/Rap (see Narrative Rubric) 

Deborah 	expressed 	her 	feelings 	in 	a 
poem. 	Select two of the issues discussed in 

A major theme throughout the book is the question of the book and create poems/raps that use those 
individual 	human 	rights 	versus 	the 	needs 	of issues as themes for your 2 poems. Model 
humanity. 	Consider 	one 	of the 	debatable 	issues Your poems/raps after an established poet like 
highlighted in the book. Take a position and write an Maya Angelou, Langston Hughes, Robert 
essay (at least 5 paragraphs) that argues and supports Frost, Pablo Neruda, Nikki Giovanni, Tupac 
your position on one of the following issues: cloning, 
scientific research, genetic discrimination, or ownership 
of tissues, or healthcare. In your argument essay be sure 

Shakur or Jay Z. 
. 	

Identify the issue and theme of the 

to: 
poem 

• Select a poet/rapper to use as a 
• identify the issue and provide some background model and a poem/rap from that poet as 

that explains why it is important or debatable issue the mentor text (the poem you will use as 
from the book your example) 

• State your position on the issue that you have • Study the structure, figurative 
identified language and use of poetic elements in 

• Include at least three claims using evidence the mentor poem 
from the text to support your claims • Write your own poems using the 

• Include at least one piece of evidence or same style as the poet you have selected. 
support from an outside source • Remember that you are using a 
Address at least one counterargument theme/issue from the book 

• When someone reads your 
poems/raps it should be evident that you 
read the book. 

• Media Analysis and Comparative Analysis/Research Simulation Task (see Informative 
Rubric) 

The television show Law & Order produced an episode titled "Immortal" (Season 20 Episode 21) that 
closely parallels many aspects of Skloot's book. Compare the similarities between the fictionalized Law 
& Order episode and the true story of the Lacks family. Discuss the ethical implications of, and inherent 
irony in, the way the television episode presented the story, in light of the fact that neither Skloot nor 
any member of the Lacks family was consulted about or credited by the producers of the episode. In 
your analysis be sure to compare and discuss the theme, issues, setting, characters and outcomes of the 
Law & Order episode and the book, The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks. Please provide evidence 
from both texts to support your analysis. Cite a source for information that you find that addresses the 
ethical issues regarding the fact that the family was not consulted on the episode. 
• (This is adapted 

from http://www.randomhouse.com/acmart/cataloq/display.pperl?isbn=9781400052189&view=tp)  



1 Inadequate Description 5 Exceptional 4 Skilled 3 Proficient 2 Developing 

Claim: 

The text introduces a 
clear, arguable claim 
that can be supported 
by reasons and 
evidence. 

The text introduces a 
compelling claim that is 
clearly arguable and 
takes a p purposeful urp 
position on an issue. The 
text has a structure and 
organization that is 
carefully crafted to 
support the claim. 

The text introduces a 
precise claim that is 
clearly arguable and 

takes an identifiable 

Position on an issue, 

The text has an 

effective structure and 
organization that is 
aligned with the claim. 

The text introduces a 
claim is that s arguable 
and takes a position. 
The text has a 
structure and 
organization that is 
aligned with the 
claim. 

The text contains an 
unclear or emerging 
claim that suggests a 
vague position. The 
text attempts a 
structure and 
organization to 
support the position. 

The text contains an 

 unidentifiable  

claim or vague 
position. The text 
has limited structure 
and organization. 

Development: 
The text provides 

sufficient data and 

the claim as well as a 
conclusion that 
supports the argument. 

evidence to back up addresses 

The text provides 
convincing and relevant 
data and evidence to 
back 

up the claim and 

effectively addresses 
counterclaims. The 
conclusion strengthens 
the claim and evidence, 

The text provides 

sufficient and 

relevant data and 
evidence to 
back up the claim and 

counterclaims fairly, 
The conclusion 
effectively reinforces 

the claim and 
evidence. 

The text provides 

sufficient data 

and evidence to back 
up the claim and 
addresses 
counterclaims. The 
conclusion ties to the 
claim and evidence, 

The text provides 
data and 
evidence that 
attempts to back up 
the claim and 
unclearly addresses 
counterclaims or 
lacks counterclaims. 
The conclusion 
merely restates the 
position. 

The text contains 
limited data and 
evidence related to 
the claim and 
counterclaims or 
lacks counterclaims. 
The text may fail to 
conclude the 
argument or position. 

Audience: 
The text anticipates the 
audience's knowledge 
level and concerns 
about the claim. The 
text addresses the 
specific audience's 

needs. 

The text consistently 
addresses the audience's 
knowledge level and 
concerns about the 
claim. The text addresses 

the specific needs of the 
audience. 

The text anticipates 
the audience's 
knowledge level and 
concerns about the 
claim. The text 
addresses the specific 

needs of the 

audience. 

The text considers 
the audience's 
knowledge level and 
concerns about the 
claim. The text 
addresses the needs 
of the audience. 

The text illustrates 
an inconsistent 
awareness of the 
audience's 
knowledge level and 
needs. 

The text lacks an 
awareness of the 
audience's 
knowledge level and 
needs. 

Cohesion: 

The text uses words, 
phrases, and clauses 
to link the major 
sections 
of the text, creates 
cohesion, and clarifies 

the relationships 

between the claim and 
reasons, between 
reasons and evidence, 
and between claims 
and counterclaims. 

The text strategically 
uses words, phrases, 
and clauses to link the 
major sections of the 
text. The text explains 
the relationships between 
the claim and reasons as 
well as the evidence. The 
text strategically links the 
counterclaims to the 
claim, 

The text skillfully uses 
words, phrases, and 
clauses to link the 
major sections of the 

text. The text identifies 

the relationship 

between the claim and 
reasons as well as the 
evidence. The text 

effectively links the 
counterclaims to the 
claim. 

The text uses words, 
phrases, and clauses 
to link the major 
sections of the text. 
The text connects the 
claim and reasons. 
The text links the 
counterclaims to the 
claim, 

The text contains 
limited words, 
phrases, and 
clauses to link the 
major sections of the 
text The text 
attempts to connect 
the claim and 
reasons. 

The text contains 
few, if any, words, 
ohrases and clauses . to link the major 
sections of the text. 
The text does not 
connect the claims 
and reasons. 

Style and 
Conventions: 

The text presents a 
formal, objective tone 
that demonstrates 
standard English 
conventions of usage 
and mechanics along 
with discipline- specific 

requirements (i.e. MLA, 

APA, etc.). 

The text presents an 
engaging, formal and 
objective tone. The text 
intention- ally uses  
standard English 
conventions of usage 
and mechanics along 
with discipline-specific 

requirements (i.e. MLA, 

APA, etc.). 

The text presents an 
appropriate and 
formal, objective tone. 
The text demonstrates 
standard English 
conventions of usage 
and mechanics along 

with discipline specific 

MLA, APA, etc.). 

requirements (i.e. mechanics. 

The text presents a 
formal, objective 
tone. The text 
demonstrates 
standard English 
conventions of usage 
and mechanics along 
with discipline 

specific 

requirements (i.e. 

MLA, APA, etc.). 

The text illustrates a 
limited awareness of 
formal tone. The text 
demonstrates some 
accuracy in standard 
English conventions 
of usage and 

The text illustrates a 
limited awareness or 
inconsistent tone. 
The text illustrates 
inaccuracy in  
standard English 
conventions of usage 
and mechanics. 
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COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS WRITING RUBRICS (GRADES 9-10) INFORMATIVE 

ORM 

Description 5 Exceptional 4 Skilled 3 Proficient 2 Developing 1 Inadequate 

Focus: 

The text focuses on a topic 
to inform a reader with 
ideas, concepts, 
information, etc. 

The text clearly 
focuses on a 
compelling topic that 
nforms the reader 
with ideas, concepts, 
information, etc. 

The text focuses 
on an interesting 
topic that informs 
the reader with 
ideas, concepts, 
information, etc. 

The text focuses on a topic 
to inform a reader with 
ideas, concepts, 
information, etc. 

The text has an 
unclear topic with 
some ideas, 
concepts, 
information, etc. 

The text has an 

unidentifiable 

topic 

with minimal ideas, 
concepts, 
information, etc. 

Development: 
The text presents relevant 

facts, definitions, concrete 

details, quotations, and 

examples. The conclusion 
ties to and supports the 
information/explanation. 

The text provides 

significant facts, 

definitions, concrete 

details, and 

quotations that fully 

the topic. The 
provides i concuson proes l 

insight to the
, 
Implications, explains 

the significance of 

the topic, and 
projects to the future, 
etc. 

The text provides 

effective facts, 

definitions, 

concrete details, 

quotations, and 

examples that 

sufficiently 

develop and 

explain the topic. 
The conclusion 
provides the 

implications, 

significance of and 
future relevance of 
the topic, etc. 

develop and explain examples 

The text provides relevant 
facts, 

definitions, concrete 

details, quotations, and 

examples that develop and 
explain the topic. The 
conclusion ties to and 
supports the 
information/explanation. 

The text provides 

facts, definitions, 

details, quotations, 

and examples that 
attempt to develop 
and explain the 
topic. The 
conclusion merely 
restates the 
development. 

The text contains 
limited facts and 

related 
to the topic. The 

 
text may fail to 

offer a conclusion. 

The author anticipates the 
audience's background 
knowledge of the topic. 

Audience:  

The text consistently 
addresses the 
audience's knowledge 
level and concerns 
about the topic, The 

text addresses the 

specific needs of the 
audience. 

The text
anticipates the 
audience's 
knowledge   level 
and concerns 
about the topic. 
The text addresses 

the specific needs 

of the audience. 

The text considers the 
audience's knowledge level 
and concerns about the 
claim. The text addresses 
the needs of the audience. 

The text illustrates 
an inconsistent 
awareness of the 
audience's 
knowledge level 
and needs. 

The text lacks an 
awareness of the 
audience's 
knowledge level 
and needs. 

Cohesion: 

The text uses appropriate 
and varied transitions to link 
the major sections of the 
text, creates cohesion, and 

clarifies the relationships 

among complex ideas and 
concepts. 

The text strategically 
uses words, phrases, 
and clauses to link the 
major sections of text. 
The text explains the 
relationships between 
the topic and the 
examples and/or 
facts. 

The text skillfully 
uses words, 
phrases, and 
clauses to link the 
major sections of 
the text. The text 

identifies the 

relationship 

between the topic 
and the examples 
and/or facts. 

The text uses words, 
hrases and clauses to 

rink the Major sections of 
the text. The text connects 
the topic and the examples 
 and/or facts. 

The text contains 
limited words, 
phrases, and 
clauses to link the 
major sections of 
the text. The text 
attempts to connect 
the topic and the 
examples and/or 
facts. 

The text contains 
few, if any, words, 
phrases, and 
clauses to link the 
major sections of 
the text. The text 
does not connect 
the topic and the 
examples and/or 
facts. 

Language and Style: 

The text presents a formal, 
objective tone and uses 
precise language and 

topic-specific vocabulary 

to manage the complexity 
of the topic. 

The text presents an 
engaging, formal, and 
objective tone and 
uses sophisticated 

language and topic- 

specific vocabulary to 

manage the 
complexity of the 

The text presents 
an appropriate 
formal, objective 
tone and uses 
relevant language 

and topic-specific 
vocabulary to 
manage the 
complexity of the 

The text presents a formal, 
objective tone and uses 
precise language and 
topic-specific vocabulary 
.0  

of the topic. 
t 	manage the complexity

topic-specific 

The text illustrates 
a limited 
awareness of 
formal tone and 

awareness of 

topic-specific 
vocabulary. 

The text illustrates 
a limited or 
inconsistent tone 
and awareness of 

vocabulary. 



topic. topic. 

Conventions: 

The text demonstrates 
standard English 
conventions of usage and 
mechanics along with 

discipline- specific 

requirements (i.e. MLA, 

APA, etc.). 

The text intentionally 
uses standard English 
conventions of usage 
and mechanics along 
with discipline- 

specific requirements 

(i.e. MLA, APA, etc.). 

The text uses 
standard English 
conventions of 
usage and 

mechanics along 

with discipline- 

specific 

requirements (i.e. 

MLA, APA, etc.). 

The text demonstrates 
standard English 
conventions of usage and 
mechanics along  with 

discipline- specific 

requirements (i.e. MLA, 

APA, etc.). 

The text 
demonstrates 
some accuracy in 
standard English 
conventions of 
usage and 
mechanics. 

The text contains 
multiple 
inaccuracies in 
Standard English 
conventions of 
usage and 
mechanics. 

2012 iParadigms, LLC, This work is made available under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution-NonComrnercial 3.0 
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COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS WRITING RUBRICS (GRADES 9-10) NARRATIVE 
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3 Proficient Description 5 Exceptional 4 Skilled 2 Developing 1 Inadequate 

Exposition:The 

The text sets up a 
story by 

introducing the 

event/conflict, 

characters, and 
setting. 

text creatively 
engages the 
reader by setting out a 

well-developed conflict, 

situation, or 

observation. The text 

establishes one or 
multiple points of view 
and introduces a 
narrator and/or complex 
h r 	te caacrs. 

The text engages and 
orients the 

reader by setting out 

a conflict, 

situation, or 
observation. It estab_ 
lishes one or multiple 
points of view and 
introduces a narrator 
and/or well-developed 
characters. 

The text orients the 

reader by setting out a 

conflict, situation, or 

observation. It 
establishes one point of 
view and introduces a 
narrator and/or 
developed characters. 

The text provides a 
setting with 

a vague conflict, 

situation, or ob-

servation with an 
unclear point of 
view. It introduces a 
narrator and/ or 
underdeveloped 
characters. 

The text provides a 

setting that is unclear 

with a vague conflict, 

situa- lion, or 

observation. It has an 
unclear point of view 
and underdeveloped 
narrator and/or 
characters. 

Narrative 
Techniques and 
Development: 
The story is 
developed using 
dialogue, pacing, 
description, 

reflection, and 

multiple plot lines, 

The text demonstrates 
sophisticated 

narrative techniques 

such as engaging 

dialogue, artistic pacing, 
vivid description, 

complex reflection, and 

multiple plot lines 

to develop experiences, 
events, and/or 
characters. 

The text demonstrates 
deliberate 

use of narrative 

techniques such 

as dialogue, pacing, 
description, 

reflection, and 

multiple plot lines to 

develop experiences, 
events, and/or 
characters. 

The text uses narrative 

techniques 

such as dialogue, 
description, and 

reflection that illustrate 

events 

and/or characters. 

The text uses some 
narrative 

techniques such as 

dialogue or 

description that 
merely retells events 
and/or experiences. 

The text lacks 

narrative techniques 

and merely retells 
events and/or 
experiences. 

Organization and 
Cohesion: 

The text follows a 

logical sequence 

of events. 

The text creates a 
seamless progression of 
experiences or events 
using multiple 

techniques—such as 

chronology, flashback, 

foreshadowing, 

suspense, etc.—to 

sequence events so that 

they build on one 

another to create a 
coherent whole, 

The text creates a 
smooth progres- sion 
of experiences or 

events using a variety 

of techniques —such 

as chronology, 

flashback, foreshadowing, 

foreshadow- ing, 

suspense, etc.—to 

sequence events so 

that they build on one 

The text creates a 
logical progression of 

experiences or events 

using some techniques 

—such as chronology, 

flashback, 

suspense, etc.—to 

sequence events so 

that they build on one 
another to create a 

The text creates a  

sequence Or 

progression of 
experiences or 
events. 

The text lacks a 
 

sequence or 

progression of 
experiences or events 

or presents an 

illogical sequence of 

events. 



another to create a 
coherent whole. 

coherent whole. 

Style and 
Conventions: 

The text uses eloquent 

words and phrases, 
showing details and rich 

The text uses precise 
words and phrases, 
showing details and 
controlled sensory 

The text uses words 
and phrases, telling 
details and sensory 

The text uses words 
and phrases and The text merely tells 

The text uses 
sensory language 
and details to create 
a vivid picture of the 
events, setting, and 
characters, 

sensory language and 
mood to convey a 
realistic picture of the 
experiences, events, 
setting, and/or 
characters. 

language and mood to 
convey a realistic 
picture of the 
experiences, events, 
setting, and/ or 
characters. 

language to convey a 
vivid picture of the 
experiences, events, 
setting, and/or 
characters. 

telling details to 
convey experiences, 
events, settings, 
and/or characters. 

about experiences, 
events, settings, 
and/or characters. 

Conclusion: 

The text provides a 
The text moves to a 
conclusion that artfully 

The text builds to a 
conclusion that The text provides a 

conclusion that 
The text provides a 

conclusion that follows from and logically follows from conclusion that 
follows from the thoughtfully 
course of the 
narrative. The 

reflects on 

what is experienced, 

and reflects 
follows from and 

reflects on what is 

follows from what is 
experienced, 
observed, or 
resolved over the 

The text may provide 
a conclusion to the 
events of the 
narrative. 

conclusion provides a observed, or resolved on what is course of the 
reflection on or 

resolution of the 
events. 

over the course of the 
narrative. 

experienced, 
observed, or resolved 
over the course of the 
narrative. 

experienced, observed, - 
or resolved over the 
course of the narrative. 

narrative. 
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About the book (taken from the random house, inc.  teacher's guide) 
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loci her cells without asking. Th0 

cells never die/ They launched a medico 

evolution and a multimillion-J.11.r industry. 

More than twenty yen,. Inter, her children 

d out. Their lives would never be the same. 

In 1950, Henrietta Lacks, a young mother of five children, entered the colored ward of 
The Johns Hopkins Hospital to begin treatment for an extremely aggressive strain of 
cervical cancer. As she lay on the operating table, a sample of her cancerous cervical 
tissue was taken without her knowledge or consent and given to Dr. George Gey, the 
head of tissue research. Gey was conducting experiments in an attempt to create an 
immortal line of human cells that could be used in medical research. Those cells, he 
hoped, would allow scientists to unlock the mysteries of cancer, and eventually lead to a 
cure for the disease. Until this point, all of Gey's attempts to grow a human cell line had 
ended in failure, but Henrietta's cells were different: they never died. 

Less than a year after her initial diagnosis, Henrietta succumbed to the ravages of cancer 
and was buried in an unmarked grave on her family's land. She was just thirty-one years 
old. Her family had no idea that part of her was still alive, growing vigorously in 
laboratories—first at Johns Hopkins, and eventually all over the world. 



Thirty-seven years after Henrietta's death, sixteen-year-old Rebecca Skloot was a high 
school student sitting in a biology class when her instructor mentioned that HeLa, the 
first immortal human cell line ever grown in culture, had been taken from an African 
American woman named Henrietta Lacks. His casual remark sparked Skloot's interest, 
and led to a research project that would take over a decade to complete. Her investigation 
of the true story behind HeLa eventually led her to form significant—and in some cases, 
life- changing—relationships with the surviving members of the Lacks family, especially 
Henrietta's daughter, Deborah. 

In telling Henrietta's story, Skloot draws from primary sources and personal interviews to 
provide insightful narrative accounts of Henrietta's childhood, young adulthood, 
diagnosis, illness, and tragic death. She also explores the birth and life of the immortal 
cell line HeLa, and shows how research involving HeLa has changed the landscape of 
medical research, leading to not only scientific and medical breakthroughs, but also new 
and evolving policies concerning the rights of patients and research subjects. 

As the story of HeLa unfolds, so does the story of Henrietta's surviving children, who for 
two decades were unaware of the existence of their mother's cells—and the multimillion-
dollar industry that developed around the production and use of HeLa. Central to this 
narrative is the relationship between Skloot and Deborah. As Skloot tenaciously worked 
to gain Deborah's trust, Deborah struggled to understand what had happened to her 
mother and her mother's cells. The result of their relationship is an illuminating portrait 
of the enduring legacy of Henrietta's life, death, and immortality. 

About the author (taken from the random house, inc. teacher's guide) 

REBECCA SKLOOT is an award-winning science writer whose articles have appeared 
in The New York Times Magazine; 0, The Oprah Magazine; Discover; Prevention; 
Glamour; and others. She has worked as a correspondent for NPR's Radiolab and PBS's 
NOVA scienceNOW, and is a contributing editor at Popular Science magazine and guest 
editor of The Best American Science Writing 2011. Her work has been anthologized in 
several collections, including The Best Creative Nonfiction. She is a former vice president 
of the National Book Critics Circle, and has taught creative nonfiction and science 
journalism at the University of Memphis, the University of Pittsburgh, and New York 
University. She lives in Chicago. The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks is her first book. 
It is being translated into more than twenty languages and adapted into an HBO film 
produced by Oprah Winfrey and Alan Ball. She is the Founder and President of the 
Henrietta Lacks Foundation. For more information, visit her website at 
RebeccaSkloot.com, where you'll find links to follow her on Twitter and Facebook. 



Online resources  (taken from the random house, inc. teacher's guide) 

Author Web site: http://rebeccaskloot.com/ 

Lacks family Web site: http://wwvv.lacksfamily.com/ 

Radiolab segment on the story of Henrietta Lacks and her children, featuring audio 
footage of Deborah Lacks talking about her mother's cells, and actual recordings of key 
scenes from the book: 
http://wvvw.wnyc.org/shows/radiolab/episodes/2010/05/07/segments/150681  

Fresh Air's Terry Gross interviews the author: 
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=123232331  

CBS Sunday Morning piece featuring interviews with the author, members of the Lacks 
family, and a representative from Johns Hopkins: 
http://vvww.cbsnews.com/video/watch/?id=6304949n&tag=related;photovideo  

Tavis Smiley interviews the author: 
http://www.pbs.org/kcet/tavissmiley/archive/201005/20100514_skloot.html  

"Are We Alone?" public radio segment focusing on the science of HeLa cells: 
http://radio.seti.org/episodes/Cell_Cell_  

Author appearance on The Colbert Report: http://www.colbertnation.com/ the-colbert-
report-videos/267542/march-16-2010/rebecca-skloot 

Slate article about the Law & Order episode based on the book: 
http://www.s1ate.com/id/2257189  
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