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Forward: 

 
Standards of high performance and exemplary conduct are the mark of every outstanding band program.  

This handbook is intended to inform both band members and their parents of policies, procedures, and 

expectations of the program.  Each student’s commitment and participation are vital aspects to the success 

of the Perry Band Program. 

 

Please read this handbook carefully.  It will help prepare you to become a responsible member of this 

outstanding organization.  When questions arise, consult the handbook.  If the answer cannot be found, 

please contact the director. 

 

Section 1:  Rehearsals 

 
The success of a band depends upon how well it rehearses.  How well a band rehearses depends upon the 

preparation, effort, conduct, and cooperation of each of its members and director.  Rehearsals are for 

learning.  Rehearsal time is valuable, and every moment must be used to its full advantage. 

 

1. Before the formal rehearsal starts, warm up your instrument softly by playing long tones, 

arpeggios, and scales.  Percussionists are responsible for obtaining and setting up the correct 

percussion instruments for rehearsal. 

2. All band members must be in the band room and in their appropriate seats prepared for attendance 

at the designated time, stipulated by the director. 

3. When the director, drum major, or band officer steps up on to the podium, all talking and playing 

should cease. Full attention must be given to the direction and/or information given from the 

podium.   

4. The student should always bring a pencil, notebook, instrument, music, and other appropriate 

supplies (reeds, valve oil, etc.) to every rehearsal. 

5. Gum, food, and pop, are not permitted in the rehearsal or performance areas at any time.  Water is 

always appropriate. 

6. The rehearsal room and storage areas must be kept orderly at all times.  This is each member’s 

responsibility. 

7. All band members should be respectful of personal property at all times.  Students should play and 

use only the equipment they personally own or have been given permission to use. 

8. Band members should strive to achieve their full musical potential in each and every rehearsal.  

When a strong work ethic and a positive attitude are present at every rehearsal, the ensemble’s true 

potential can be realized. 

 

Special Rehearsals: 

Students enrolled in band should plan to attend a variety of special rehearsals, which may be called by the 

director and/or students in the band.  If the student must miss a special rehearsal, he/she is required to 

inform the director at least one (1) day in advance.  A written note from the parent or legal guardian will be 

necessary to excuse the absence.  An absence from these types of rehearsal may have an adverse effect on 

the student’s grade.  There are basically three (3) types of special rehearsals: 

 

1. Full Band Rehearsal Outside of the School Day:  This is a rehearsal for the entire band that 

falls outside the normal school day.  An example is the evening rehearsals that occur on 

Monday nights during marching season.  There may also be a rehearsal called, if needed, 

during concert season in extra preparation for MSBOA Band and Orchestra Festival.  Every 

effort will be made to provide ample notice. 

2. Sectional:  A group of band members (not the entire band) focuses on a difficulty they have 

been dealing with and have not been able to overcome during the full rehearsal.  The director 

and/or section leaders may call a sectional. 

3. Individual Help:  From time to time, it may be necessary for the director or a qualified band 

member to help another member with a musical and/or marching obstacle.  This type of 

rehearsal is scheduled at the band member’s convenience. 
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Section 2:  Public Appearances (Performances) 

 
Each band member is required to attend all scheduled performances.  Students should always plan to arrive 

several minutes before the stated “student report time.”  Listen carefully to all announcements and note 

time, place, dress, and other details.  When the student appears in public as a member of the Perry Band, 

he/she is representing himself/herself, his/her organization, his/her school, and his/her community; each 

student also represents former band members who have worked hard to gain the much-deserved respect this 

program has earned.  The student, therefore, should conduct himself/herself in such a way that will reflect 

credit upon himself/herself, the band, and the community. 

 

Section 3:  Band Trips 

 
When traveling to a rehearsal and/or performance several guidelines are listed below to insure a safe and 

successful trip.  All guidelines and expectations set forth by the Student Handbooks at each of the schools 

will be in affect while traveling. 

 

1.  An itinerary and details for each specific trip will be issued to each band member. 

 

2.  Buses should be treated with respect.  Trash is to be placed in the containers provided; keep the bus 

clean! 

 

3.  See that all personal and school property is properly cared for: 

 A.  Pack and pad instruments for travel. 

 B.  Hang uniforms neatly when not in use. 

 C.  Place identification on all school and personal items. 

 D.  Never leave valuables such as wallets, purses, and money unattended. 

 

4.  No one should leave the group for any reason unless properly dismissed by the director. 

 

5.  Smoking, drinking alcoholic beverages, and using illegal drugs will not be tolerated at any band 

function.  Violators will be transported home immediately at the parent's expense.  School disciplinary 

action will follow as all band performances and rehearsals are school related functions. 

 

6.  Transportation, other than what is provided by the school district, is not permitted.  All members are 

required to ride the bus to and from the function. 

 

Section 4:  Uniforms 

 
The high school marching band uniform will be issued prior to the first home football game.  The high 

school concert uniform will be issued towards the conclusion of the marching season.  The middle school 

concert uniform will be issued at the beginning of the school year.  A yearly uniform maintenance fee will 

be collected at the time it is issued.  The fee will cover various costs entailed with uniforms such as dry 

cleaning and repair.  Uniforms are kept at the school.  Students are given time to dress before and after all 

performances.  Students are responsible for any lost or damaged articles of the uniform when in use by the 

student.  If a uniform needs to be taken home for any reason, prior approval must be obtained by the 

director before the uniform is released. 

 

Regarding Fitting: 

We will strive to fit the student as closely as possible from our stock.  Never cut any material from a 

uniform.  All alterations to the uniforms must be done by the Perry Band Department only. 

 

Regarding Cleaning: 

All uniform parts will be cleaned and maintained by the Perry Band Department. If you need to check out a 

uniform, (see policy on this), do not, for any reason, wash the uniform at home! 
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Regarding Wearing: 

The uniform is the badge of our organization and must always be worn with pride.  It must be worn 

properly, completely, and kept in top condition.  Failure to wear the uniform in its proper manner, or 

missing uniform parts at a performance, may affect the student's grade. 

 

For the gentlemen in the band: 

Grade Ensemble School Provides Parents Provide 

5 Fifth Grade Band White tux shirt 

and black bow 

tie. 

Black dress shoes, black dress socks, and black 

dress pants. ** 

6 Sixth Grade Band Black vest, white 

tux shirt, and 

black bow tie. 

Black dress shoes, black dress socks, and black 

dress pants. ** 

7 Seventh Grade Band Black tux with 

tux shirt. 

Black dress shoes and black dress socks. ** 

8 Eighth Grade Band Black tux with 

tux shirt. 

Black dress shoes and black dress socks. ** 

9-12 High School Marching 

Band (Wind and 

Percussion) 

Plume, hat, coat, 

and pants. 

White gloves, black dress socks and white 

marching shoes. * 

9-12 High School Concert 

Band 

Black tux with 

tux shirt. 

Black dress shoes and black dress socks. ** 

*Marching shoes and gloves need to be ordered through the band department to maintain uniformity.  You 

will receive information on ordering marching shoes and gloves prior to the start of each school year. 

**All members should wear a plain white undershirt underneath the white tux shirt.  

 

For the ladies in the band: 

Grade Ensemble School Provides Parents Provide 

5 Fifth Grade Band White tux shirt 

and black bow 

tie. 

Black dress shoes, black dress socks, and 

black dress pants. ** 

6 Sixth Grade Band Black vest, white 

tux shirt, and 

black bow tie. 

Black dress shoes, black dress socks, and 

black dress pants. ** 

7 Seventh Grade Band Black dress. Black dress shoes and black panty hose. 

8 Eighth Grade Band Black dress. Black dress shoes and black panty hose. 

9-12 High School Marching 

Band (Wind and 

Percussion) 

Plume, hat, coat, 

and pants. 

White gloves, black dress socks and white 

marching shoes. * 

9-12 High School Marching 

Band (Colorguard) 

Varies Nude gloves and black guard shoes.  Other 

items may be asked of the student. 

9-12 High School Concert Band Black dress. Black dress shoes and black panty hose. 

* Marching shoes and gloves need to be ordered through the band department to maintain uniformity.  You 

will receive information on ordering marching shoes and gloves prior to the start of each school year. 

 

**All members should wear a plain white undershirt underneath the white tux shirt. 
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Section 5:  School Equipment 

 
Most students provide their own instruments.  However, marimbas, timpani, tubas, bassoons, and bass 

clarinets are types of instruments that are not typical for a parent to purchase.  When a student has been 

asked by the director and wishes to play a “school owned instrument,” the school will provide an 

instrument for the student.  Any student using school equipment shall be held fully responsible for the 

equipment checked-out.  A contract must be filled out before the instrument is released to the student.  The 

contract states that the student is responsible for the instrument while they are using it.  A twenty dollar 

($20.00) maintenance fee is due at the time the instrument is released.  Ten dollars ($10.00) of the fee 

covers the cost of putting the instrument on a maintenance contract with Marshall Music Company.  The 

other ten dollars ($10.00) covers the cost of the summer repair, which insures that the instrument is in 

proper working order before it is checked out again.  Anytime during the school year the instrument needs 

to go in for repair, the charge will be ten dollars ($10.00).  This is the responsibility of the student.  

Typically, an instrument, if taken care of, will need to go in for normal repairs and adjustments two to four 

(2-4) times each year.  The total cost for using a “school owned instrument” is estimated at forty to sixty 

dollars  ($40.00 - $60.00) for the school year.  School equipment is not to be used by anyone except Perry 

Band students.  School equipment is only to be used for school functions unless permission is obtained 

from the director.  All school owned instruments, as well as personal instruments, should be stored in their 

proper cases and places. 

 

Section 6:  Student’s Personal Property 

 
While the Perry Instrumental Music Department strives to maintain a secure facility, the Band Department 

and/or Perry Public Schools cannot be held liable for stolen, damaged, or lost student property.  Students 

who are able to keep the property in a locker are urged to do so. 

 

Section 7:  Music 

 
Music is costly and should be treated with respect.  Never mark music with ink!  All music is distributed 

using a check out system and is expected to be returned in the same condition in which it was given.  There 

will be a fee for lost or mutilated music. 

 

Concert folios contain the names of students and are numbered for the music storage cabinets.  Each 

student receives his/her own folder, which contains his/her music.  This folder may be taken home.  When 

not in use, the music folder should be stored only in the music storage cabinets or the student’s locker, not 

in instrument cases or practice rooms. 

 

The music library is off limits to everyone except librarians and the director.   Any music, such as Solo and 

Ensemble music, must be properly checked out and checked in through the director and/or music librarian. 

 

Section 8:  Auditions, Challenges, and Playing Tests 

 
Auditions, challenges, and playing tests may be held at various times throughout the year.  An audition is a 

playing examination, which may include: 

 

1.  A prepared etude 

2.  Sight reading 

3.  Scales as determined by the director. 

 

Auditions can be compared to semester and final exams. 

 

A challenge is a playing test initiated by the students or director used for determining a soloist when 

necessary.   
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From time to time, playing tests are administered.  The purpose of a playing test varies.  A test's purpose 

may be to motivate a section (saxophones, flutes, etc.) to practice a particularly difficult part of the musical 

selection.  However, the most important purpose for the playing test is to assess the ability of the student on 

a particular objective. 

 

Section 9: Grading Procedure 

 
A band member’s quarterly grade will be determined as described below:  

 

Rehearsal Habits   30%  

Musicianship   30% 

Performance                             40% 

 

The grading scale that will be used is shown below: 

 

A 93-100  B- 80-82  D+ 67-69 

A- 90-92  C+ 77-79  D 63-66 

B+ 87-89  C 73-76  D- 60-62 

B 83-86  C- 70-72  E 59 and Below 

 

The rationale for determining the points for each of the criteria is as follows: 

 

Rehearsal Habits: 

All band members are required to be present at all rehearsals.  When a conflict occurs between participation 

in a sport and band rehearsal, the following applies:   

 Participation in an athletics game takes precedence over a band rehearsal. 

 A band performance takes precedence over participation in an athletics practice. 

 In the case of a band practice conflicting with an athletics practice, past tradition allows for both 

programs to share the overlapping time. 

 

Thirty (30) points are possible for excellent conduct in rehearsal when the student: 

1.  is on time (before the bell rings) 

2.  is prepared to rehearse 

3.  has necessary items for rehearsal such as instrument, reeds, music, notebook, and pencil 

4.  has drill chart and proper footwear (marching band) 

5.  pays attention to the director and the student leaders 

6.  demonstrates a commitment to learning the material presented 

7.  displays a positive energy level 

8.  exhibits leadership 

9.  uses correct posture, embouchure, and hand position 

10.  uses correct breathing technique 

11.  uses correct pre-rehearsal warm-up skills 

12.  excels in individual playing in class. 

 

The following examples are reasons for deducting points from the student’s grade.   Unless otherwise 

indicated, one point will be deducted for each occurrence of the following 

1.  tardiness 

2.  unexcused absence (five points) 

3.  gum chewing, eating, drinking pop, in rehearsal or the band room 

4.  unnecessary talking 

5.  instrument or music left out after rehearsal 

6.  no pencil 

7.  improper footwear (marching band) 

8.  no instrument, music, or (in marching band) drill chart 

9.  poor citizenship, cooperation, courtesy (three to five points) 
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In the event that an infraction does not appear on this list, the director will assess its point value. 

 

Musicianship: 

During the course of the year band members will be asked to complete tasks in addition to performances 

and rehearsals.  These may include, but are not limited to: 

 

1.  Playing tests 

2.  Written quizzes and tests 

3.  Projects 

4.  Presentations and/or writing assignments 

 

Any of the above items will fall under the student’s musicianship grade and will account for 30% of the 

student’s overall grade. 

 

Thirty (30) points are possible for the student: 

1.  playing with characteristic tone 

2.  playing with good intonation 

3.  playing the correct rhythms (counting and subdivision) 

4.  playing with correct style 

5.  playing with technical proficiency 

6.  accomplishing the objectives of the music 

7.  demonstrating a progressing ability via performance tapes/written test. 

 

The student’s playing will be assessed on a five (5) point rubric.  Students may retake the individual tests as 

many times as they wish to, in order to obtain the desired grade.  The following gives a brief description of 

how the scale is used: 

 

5 = Nearly perfect performance 

4 = Very good performance with a few minor flaws  

3 = Performance with several mistakes that need addressing   

2 = Poor performance with many mistakes  

1 = Refusal to play or test not taken 

 

Performances: 

All students are required to participate in all scheduled performances.  When a conflict occurs between 

participation in a sport and a band performance, the band performance takes precedence since it is a graded 

class for credit.  We encourage the parent and/or student to inform the director well in advance of the 

conflict, as adjustments in the performance or game time may make it possible for the student to attend 

both events.  In many cases, this will also involve the parent providing transportation from one of the 

events to the other. 

 

Other conflict situations: 

 If the student has an athletic game/meet and a band rehearsal, the student goes to the 

athletic event without penalty. 

 If the student has an athletic practice and a band performance, the student goes to the 

band performance. 

 If the student has an athletic practice and a band practice, the student should split the 

overlapping time with each organization. 

 

The following exception may apply:  Varsity football players, varsity cheerleaders, and members of the 

band elected to the homecoming court may be excused from the band performance when it is in conflict 

with the football game.  This does not include the homecoming parade. 
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Forty (40) points are possible for the student who is present and actively participates constructively in all of 

the following: 

1.  school concerts 

2.  band festivals 

3.  home football games 

4.  parades 

5.  rehearsals outside of the normal school day 

6.  any other performance that is scheduled for the year 

7.  any performance that falls outside the band schedule in which the student has committed 

     himself/herself. 

 

The following are reasons for deducting points from the student’s grade. 

 missed required performance: forty (40) points 

 missed rehearsal that falls outside of the normal school day: five (5) points 

 improper wearing of the uniform: three (3) points 

 missed non-required performance for which the student has volunteered: forty (40) points 

 

Section 10:  Attendance/Absence Policy 

 
A band rehearsal, like a lab class, is a participation learning experience.  One must be present in order to 

benefit.  When a rehearsal is missed, it is missed forever.  Good daily attendance, therefore, is important. 

 

An absence from a rehearsal can be excused by informing the director in writing at least one day prior to 

the rehearsal. 

 

Attendance at all performances is mandatory.  It is the responsibility of the student to know all performance 

dates which are listed in the band calendar.  If, for a legitimate reason, a student cannot attend a 

performance, the student and parents must communicate with the band director to discuss what must be 

done in order to excuse the absence.  This must be done at least two (2) weeks prior to the 

performance.  Please use the List of Conflicts Form.  This can be obtained from either of the band offices 

or on the Perry website. 

 

An absence from a performance or rehearsal due to a family emergency, such as a death in the family, or 

due to personal illness will be considered an excused absence.   It is the responsibility of the student and 

parents to communicate with the band director to make arrangements for an assignment that can be done in 

lieu of the missed performance. 

 

If the student receives permission to be excused from a performance, but does not arrange a make-up 

project or fails to complete the make-up project proposed, it will have the same effect as that of an 

unexcused absence from a performance. 

 

Any absences that do not fall within the guidelines above will be considered unexcused.  An unexcused 

absence will result in a reduction of 40 points from the student’s marking period grade.  (Refer to 

Section 8) The underlining point is that band is a group effort.  What one individual does, affects all of the 

members.  Communication ahead of time makes it easier for everyone involved. 

 

There are three possibilities for make-up projects do to excused absences from band activities: 

 

Paper – The topic can be on anything about music, must be discussed with director; 5 pages in length, 

double spaced, size 12 font, and must have 5 sources.  

 

Performance - Prepare a solo for Solo & Ensemble festival. For Middle School students two (2) festivals 

occur a year, December and April. For High School students there is only one festival per year around 

February. If a student wants to use solo & ensemble festival as a make-up for the missed performance, 

please plan accordingly since these are scheduled events.  



 9 

Students may also participate in Honors Band; however, acceptance into this ensemble is by a nomination 

and selection process. The director nominates students and a committee of district band directors selects 

students from all the bands in the district to participate. This is for 7
th

 Grade, 8
th

 Grade, and High School 

band members only. 

 

Time/Work  - There are always things that need to be done in the band room or at events that we need help 

with. A student can make-up a performance by working five (5) hours on a specified project in the band 

room, at festivals, etc. This must be approved by the director ahead of time. 

 

Section 11: High School Band Council 

 
The High School Band Council is an organization existing for the same purpose as the Perry Band 

Boosters.  However, this group is composed of high school band students currently enrolled in the band.  

Any high school band member may gain membership by submitting an essay stating why they should be 

chosen as a member of this very helpful organization. This will take place at the end of the school year for 

the following school year.  Members of the high school band council and director choose students.  This 

group is an indispensable organization.  They assist with all sorts of projects throughout the year.  They are 

part of the continuing success of the program. 

 

The High School Band Council shall consist of:  (representatives are optional) 

1. President 

2. Vice President    

3. Secretary 

4. Treasurer 

5. Historian 

6. Band manager 

7.   Equipment manager 

8.   Uniform manager 

9.  Librarian 

10.   Drum major 

11.  Assistant drum major 

12. All high school section leaders 

13.  High school representative 

14.  Eighth grade representatives 

15.  Seventh grade representatives 

16. Sixth grade representatives 

17. Fifth grade representatives 

 

All members of the group are required to be present for each meeting.  The group will meet as necessary. 

 

 

Section 12:  Band Boosters 

 
Every band member should urge his/her parents to attend the regular band parents’ meeting.  This group 

supports, in great measure, the activities of the bands.  When all parents are involved, the potential of our 

Boosters is virtually unlimited.  Meetings are usually held Monday evenings, once per month, at 7:00 p.m., 

in the high school band room or media center.  Please check the Band Calendar for the exact dates, times, 

and places of the meetings.  We hope to see as many parents as possible.  Remember, parents may get as 

involved as they want, and they need not fill out anything to belong.  Parents are Band Booster members 

automatically when they enroll their child in the band program. 

 


