
Lake Ontario Chapter Newsletter  www.peolakeontario.ca 

Page 1  Twitter: Follow @peolakeontario  

 

Chapter News 
August 2014 Lake Ontario Chapter  

IN THIS ISSUE 

Chair’s Message 
2014/2015 Board of Directors 
Past Event Reports 

• Annual Popsicle Stick 
Bridge Building Contest 

• Chapter AGM 
• Nanobrewery Tour 
• Leveraging Linkedin 
• Chapter Annual Barbeque 
• Oshawa Generals Hockey 
• Speaker Series 

Upcoming Events 
• Meet and Greet at UOIT 
• Chapter Golf Tournament 
• Certificate Presentation 
• Engineers Got Talent 

Licensure Assistance Program 
Education Update 
OSPE Update 
Head Office Update 
Communications 
 
 
 

LAKE ONTARIO CHAPTER 
2014/15 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Chair: Chester Skomra, P.Eng. 
Vice Chair: .Raihan Khondker, P.Eng. 
Treasurer: Mike Harris, P.Eng. 
Secretary: Dorothy Yu, EIT 
Past Chair: Raymond Chokelal, P.Eng. 
Directors: 

Keith B. Brown, P.Eng. 
Karen Chan, P.Eng. 
Brendan Colven, EIT 
Ryan D’Sylva, EIT 
Pierre Hinse, EIT 
Vanni Iemma, P.Eng. 
Albert Jakubowski, P.Eng. 
Kim Lewis, P.Eng. 
Sean McConnell, P.Eng. 
Manraj S. Pannu, P.Eng. 
Brian Peck, P.Eng. 
Randy Pickle, P.Eng. 
Behnaz Rezaie, P.Eng. 
Ghaus Rizvi, P.Eng. 
Rohan Service, P.Eng. 
Cora Silveira, P.Eng. 
Carmelo Tancioco, P.Eng. 
Derek Van Ee, P.Eng. 

Chair’s Message  
On January 7, 2000 I became a professional engineer. Shortly after, I attended 
my first licence certificate presentation and was asked by a coworker to join the 
directors of the Lake Ontario Chapter. I remember going to meetings in my first 
two years and not knowing exactly what everyone was discussing. Sometimes, I 
was asked to write the minutes when the secretary was absent and I made a lot 
of mistakes in the minutes, especially with names and acronyms (such as 
spelling “Oset” as opposed to “OACETT”). Over time, I improved and became the 
secretary. One of my first assignments was calling the certificate recipients. I 
don’t think it was something anyone enjoyed, so it seemed to get passed to the 
youngest director, who was me at that time. To be honest, I was always nervous 
calling people when I started. Once email became more prevalent, my job 
became easier. If you received your licence within the last 10 years, you probably 
either received an email from me or a telephone call. Calling new licensees 
became easier with time and I gained more confidence. I eventually moved on to 
treasurer, then vice chair, and now I am the chair of the Lake Ontario Chapter.  
Volunteering is very rewarding and you have the opportunity to meet and interact 
with so many different people. Many hours are spent and, if an event is 
successful with many participants, you feel you have connected with others. I 
know that this year we have had the most volunteers of any year that I have been 
a director. We also have had more events. I encourage all of you to come to at 
least two events a year and meet some of the wonderful engineers from all the 
different disciplines. If there are any events or issues you feel we should have or 
discuss in a seminar, feel free to email me your ideas. 

Chester Skomra, P.Eng. 

chester@peolakeontario.ca 

UPCOMING EVENTS CALENDAR 

Past Events 
January 2014 Chapter AGM 
February 2014 Speaker Series: Continuing Professional Development 
February 2014 Oshawa Generals Hockey Game 
February 2014 Leveraging LinkedIn–Diana YK Chan 
March 2014 Speaker Series: The Engineering Skills Shortage 
March 2014 Annual Popsicle Stick Bridge Building Competition 
April 2014 Speaker Series: Productive Use of Nuclear Spent Fuel 
April 2014 Nano-brewery Tour– 6 Paddles Brewing Company 
May 2014 Speaker Series: Electric Energy Storage Options 
June 2014 Speaker Series: The Real Cost of Electric Energy 
June 2014 Chapter Annual Barbeque 

 
Upcoming Events 
September 05 2014 Annual Chapter Charity Golf Tournament  
September 19 2014 Certificate Presentation at Ocala Winery 
September 19 2014 Certificate Presentation at Ocala Winery 
September 25 2014 Engineers Got Talent 
October 01 2014  Speaker Series: Limits to Renewable Energy 
October 09 2014  Student and PEO Meet and Greet 
November 05 2014 Speaker Series: Wind and the Electrical Grid 
January 31 2015  Chapter AGM 

These upcoming dates are tentative and may change. Please visit our website 
to find the most current event information at www.peolakeontario.ca. 



 
 
 

Page 2 

EVENT REPORT 

9
TH

 ANNUAL POPSICLE STICK BRIDGE BUILDING COMPETITION 
Professional Engineers Ontario’s Lake Ontario Chapter and the 
Ontario Association of Certified Engineering Technicians and 
Technologists’ Durham Chapter, in partnership with the Faculty of 
Engineering and Applied Science at University of Ontario Institute 
of Technology (UOIT) held their ninth annual Popsicle Stick Bridge 
Building Competition during National Engineering Month (NEM). 
NEM’s aim is to raise public awareness of the importance of 
engineering and technology in our daily lives and to encourage 
young people to consider careers in engineering and technology. 
The event was held on Saturday, March 29, 2014 in the Durham 
College Gymnasium. The event was once again a tremendous 
success with Derek Van Ee co-ordinating all the volunteers. Bob 
van den Berg, the president-elect of OACETT, was our Master of 
Ceremonies. This years’ event saw 55 bridges tested with over 
140 students participating. The event ran from 10:00 a.m. through 
to 3:00 p.m. During the day, students also built and raced paper 
airplanes and tried their skills at a math quiz. 
 
The bridge building event consisted of two categories: “Junior” for 
students in grades 5 and 6 and “Senior” for students in grades 7 
and 8. Prizes were awarded for the two strongest bridges in each 
category. First place in the “Junior” Division went to Max Briggs 
from Julie Payette Public School in Whitby, holding a load of 2207 
Newtons. “AJ Benannas 4” team, comprising Ben Hofmann, Anna 
Hofmann, Jacquiline Allman and Andrew Allman, also from Julie 
Payette Public School in Whitby, were a close second holding a 
load of 1974 Newtons.   

First place in the “Senior” Division went to Sonia Rezaie from 
Whitby with a maximum load of 1185 Newtons. Second place 
went to team “SAD” consisting of Sabrina DeSousa, Alissa 
Wiliams, and Dystany Hiles from St. Therese Catholic Secondary 
School in Whitby with a maximum load of 624 Newtons. 

On behalf of the Lake Ontario Chapter, OACETT Durham Chapter 
and UOIT, we would like to take this opportunity to thank all the 
participants and volunteers for their efforts in continuing to make 
this yearly event such a success. We will be running this 
competition again for National Engineering Month next year. 

Visit our Popsicle stick bridge building competition website to see 
all the results from this and 
previous years: 
www.durhampopsiclebridge.ca. 

If you are interested in helping 
out or being involved with next 
year’s competition, or you just 
want to be informed of what is 
happening, please contact 
Derek Van Ee, 
dvanee@gmail.com. 
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EVENT REPORT 

2014 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AND CERTIFICATE PRESENTATION 
The PEO Lake Ontario Chapter Annual General Meeting was held January 25, 2014 at Annandale Golf & Curling Club 
in Ajax. Raymond Chokelal, now our past chair, was the Master of Ceremonies. Our guest speaker, Robert Adams, 
spoke about second screen technology and described how Rogers Communication is using it now and in the future.  
 
The AGM also includes the election of directors to the Board. This year saw a dramatic increase in directors, and this is 
the largest number of volunteers we have had in the history of the chapter.   
 
At the end of the AGM, licence certificates were given out to 12 new professional engineers. Congratulations to all of 
them. Their hard work and dedication has earned them the title of professional engineer. We hope to see them at our 
upcoming events and hope they will volunteer with our chapter. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EVENT 

Directors with Councilors 

Certificate Recipients 
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REPORT 

5 PADDLES BREWERY CO. NANOBREWERY TOUR 
On Wednesday, April 30 the PEO Lake Ontario Chapter organized a tour of a small Durham brewery. The 5 Paddles 
Brewing Co. is a Nanobrewery–not a micro, a nano–which was recently established in Whitby, Ontario. Nanobrewers 
are generally hands-on and personally involved in the process, from ingredient selection through to bottling and sales, 
and the team at 5 Paddles Brewing Co. is no different. The nanobrewery tour was an opportunity to walk through the 
small brewing facility, learn more about the craft beer brewing process, and sample a couple of their unique beers. 
 
The 5 Paddles Brewing Co. beers are brewed in 300L batches, a fairly small batch size, which allows for flexibility and 
experimentation in the beer they brew. The company was started by five local home brewers who had met at the 
Durham Homebrewers Club and outgrown their home operations. Currently, they have refined recipes for over 50 
different beers, which they rotate through by brewing one or two recipes each week. They have also invited other local 
brewers to take part in special “6th Paddle” series beers. 
 
The tour was hosted by Spencer McCormack of 5 Paddles Brewery Co. and organized by Sean McConnell, P.Eng., 
Director of PEO Lake Ontario Chapter. The signup for the tour sold out quickly and there was plenty of positive 
feedback from those who attended. The many requests for repeating the event will be answered by another tour later 
this summer. For more information, please contact our event organizer, Sean McConnell, P.Eng., Director, PEO Lake 
Ontario Chapter, or visit the nanobrewery website: http://5paddlesbrewing.com 
 

EVENT REPORT 

LEVERAGING LINKEDIN 

Due to the success of past Career Development seminars with Diana 
Chan, PEO Lake Ontario, jointly with the Ontario Society of Professional 
Engineers (OSPE), invited her to host the Leveraging LinkedIn seminar 
in February. Over 40 attendees from PEO, OSPE and UOIT learned 
about using LinkedIn to optimize their profile and increase their chances 
of being passively recruited. We hope to bring Diana back for more 
sessions with Lake Ontario. If there is a specific career development 
topic you are interested in, like networking or interview skills, please fill 
out and submit the “submit ideas for future tours/events” form found on 
our website or email our chair chester@peolakeontario.ca. 
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EVENT REPORT 

PEO LAKE ONTARIO 1
ST

 ANNUAL BARBEQUE FOR CHARITY 

The PEO Lake Ontario Chapter (LOC) successfully held the PEO LOC 
1st Annual BBQ for Charity (ABC) on Saturday, June 14, 2014. 
Preparations were made for food, various recreational activities and 
games for the whole family to enjoy at the Greenwood Conservation 
Area in Ajax. The LOC members were urged to bring their families out 
to the event. An invitation was sent out to other PEO Chapters. 
Attendance greatly exceeded expectations and the event offered 
plenty of fun in the sun. Some of the activities at the barbeque 
included face painting for children, a soccer game and water balloon 
tosses. Greenwood Conservation Area provided the perfect mixture of 
open space and trails for all to enjoy. 
 
The PEO LOC has hosted a number of successful 
charity events as part of its continued effort to make a 
difference in our community. This year, the focus of the 
ABC was to drive the hunger out of our region by 
collecting donations in support of Feed the Need in 
Durham (FTND). Each year, FTND makes a real 
difference in the lives of over 30,000 low income people 
in the Durham community who do not have enough to 
eat; of these 38 per cent are children. 
 
Thank you to the ABC organizing committee and the 
student volunteers who made this event and to all the 
attendees who came out in support of this great cause. 

 

 

 

 

EVENT REPORT 

OSHAWA GENERALS HOCKEY 

On February 14, 2014, Suite "D" was reserved for 
professional engineers and OACETT members to 
see an Oshawa Generals game at the GM Centre in 
Oshawa. It was a special way to spend Valentine's 
Day. The event was sold out a few weeks before 
the date. The Oshawa Generals supported the 
Heart & Stroke Foundation by donating partial 
proceeds from every ticket sold. A special thanks 
goes to Pierre Hinse, who not only organized the 
event but also celebrated his birthday on Valentine's 
Day in the GM Centre. The Generals ended up 
beating the Ottawa 67s by a score of 6 to 0. 

 



 
 
 

Page 6 

EVENT REPORT 

SPEAKER SERIES: OSPE SEMINARS 
Our speaker series was introduced two years ago to provide an opportunity for members to meet and learn about 
different topics. Past topics have ranged from technical subjects, such nanotechnology, to finance seminars. Anyone 
interested in doing a technical talk or any other type of talk can contact any of the directors. We are open to all 
speakers and all topics. 
 
Currently, we have Paul Acchione, P.Eng., former Ontario Society of 
Professional Engineers (OSPE) president and acting CEO, doing a series of 
talks. Topics so far covered: 

• Continuing Professional Development; 
• The Engineering Skills Shortage; 
• Productive Use of Nuclear Spent Fuel; 
• Electric Energy Storage Options; and 
• The Real Cost of Electric Energy. 

 
For more information on all the topics, see our website, which includes a 
summary and the PowerPoint presentation used by the speaker. There are 
two more topics scheduled for later this year, and details can be found on 
our website. Please register in advance. The two topics are: 
 
Name Date/Time Location 

Limits to Renewable Energy Penetration October 1, 2014, 6:30 p.m. Town of Ajax Library, Main 
Branch, 55 Harwood Ave. S. Wind and the Electric Grid November 5, 2014, 6:30 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
UPCOMING EVENT 

STUDENT AND PEO MEMBERS MEET AND GREET AT SHAGWELLS, UOIT 
Date: Thursday, October 9, 2014 
Cost: Free 
Location: Shagwells 
PEO Lake Ontario Chapter members and engineering students at UOIT are invited out to Shagwells at UOIT’s campus 
on October 9 for a meet and greet event at 6:00 p.m. Food and refreshments will be provided to fuel discussion and 
networking between the local professionals and engineering students. We hope to see you there! 
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UPCOMING EVENT  

PEO LAKE ONTARIO CHAPTER 

ANNUAL CHARITY GOLF TOURNAMENT 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 2014 
(Rain or Shine) 

ROYAL ASHBURN GOLF CLUB 
995 Myrtle Road West, Ashburn 

$145/PLAYER 
Includes Golf, Cart, Dinner and Gift 

 

All proceeds donated to the 
PEO Lake Ontario Chapter Endowment Fund 

at the Durham Community Foundation 
 

Tee Times after12:00 p.m.  
(Times subject to change depending on number of entries) 

Scramble Format for Foursomes 

 

Soft Spikes Mandatory: No Exceptions, Strictly Enforced 

Register on line at www.peolakeontario.ca 

or 

Return Form by Friday, August 30, 2014 to: 

Randy Pickle, P.Eng. 
301 Kensington Crescent, Oshawa, ON  L1G 7R8 

Tel:   (905) 922-6453 
Email: rpickle@morrisonhershfield.com 

  
2013 PEO LAKE ONTARIO ANNUAL GOLF TOURNAMENT 
 
Contact 
Name: 

 
 Other 

Players: 

 
 

 
Phone: 

 
  

 
 

Fax: 
 

 
 

Email: 
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UPCOMING EVENT 

2014 LICENCE CERTIFICATE PRESENTATION 

Dine in the Vines 
Date: Thursday, September 19, 2014 at 6:00 p.m. 
Cost: T.B.A. (see website for update) 
Location: Ocala Winery 
Registration: Online registration is mandatory 

Enjoy a dinner accompanied by a presentation of matching Ocala Wines while dining among the vineyard/orchard 
(weather permitting, in case of inclement weather the event will be held indoors). Those who arrive before or promptly 
at 6:00 p.m. will be treated to a wagon ride through the vines and orchard. Please reserve your ticket by signing up 
online. Seating is limited so sign up early. Engineering licence certificate recipients and one guest will be hosted with 
the compliments of PEO LOC. Note that Wine tasting is open to people 19 years & older.   

The pictures shown are from last year’s certificate presentation at Ocala Winery. 

 
 
 

UPCOMING EVENT 

ENGINEERS GOT TALENT 
Date: Thursday, September 25, 2014 at 6:00 p.m. 
Cost: $15 for guests; $10 for performers 
Location: Safari Bar and Grill, Ajax (60 Randall Dr.) 
Registration: Online registration is mandatory. An assortment of appetizers is included.   
 
The PEO Lake Ontario Chapter is hosting its first annual Engineering Talent Show on 
Thursday, September 25. This is an opportunity to showcase talent and promote community 
development through music to network with engineering professionals in the Durham 
Region. Performers can choose to sing, dance, or play an instrument. Both individual and 
group performances are welcome.  
 
So, tune in with your family and friends, dust off those instruments, and put on those 
dancing shoes to show that Engineers Got Talent! Please contact Chapter Directors Ryan 
D’Sylva or Cora Silveira for more details at Ryan@peolakeontario.ca or 
Cora@peolakeontario.ca 
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 LICENSURE ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

LICENSURE ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 
The PEO Licensure Assistance Program (LAP) allows experienced licensed professionals to share their skills and 
knowledge with aspiring professionals pursuing their engineering licence. The experienced individual (the guide) helps 
another less-experienced individual (the intern) develop specific skills and knowledge that will enhance the intern’s 
professional and personal growth. The primary objective of the Licensure Assistance Program is to help guide 
engineering interns (EITs) through the licensing process, and to help them develop as professionals and assimilate into 
the engineering community. Currently, we have five interns with guides. The current Licensure Assistance Program is 
expected to run from June 30, 2014 to March 30, 2015. If you are interested in being a guide or an intern in future 
programs, please contact Rohan Service at rservc349@gmail.com. 
 

EDUCATION UPDATE 

EDUCATION UPDATE 

The Pickering High School in Ajax held their First Annual Volunteer Exposition in 
April. Cora Silveira, along with Raymond Chokelal, set up a booth and engaged 
high school students to volunteer at upcoming PEO Lake Ontario Chapter events. 
In fact, some of the volunteers assisted with the first of many PEO Lake Ontario 
annual barbeques! 

Next year, PEO Lake Ontario Chapter plans to award one graduating student from 
a local high school with a $1,000 scholarship. Requirements include that the 
student is a graduating Grade 12 student and is going into an engineering 
program. Information will be posted on www.peolakeontario.ca and promoted at 
the various high schools in the chapter's region. 

 

OSPE UPDATE 

OSPE UPDATE 
The Ontario Society of Professional Engineers (OSPE) is the voice of the 
engineering profession across Ontario. OSPE offers a number of services and 
resources to engineers in the province, from career services and professional 
development, support to EITs on the path to licensure, to advocacy on key issues 
affecting engineers in Ontario. 
  

Lake Ontario has held several joint events with OSPE, including Leveraging LinkedIn and such policy topics as 
Continuing Professional Development (CPD), Underemployment in Engineering, and Energy Policy in Ontario. OSPE 
hopes to bring an Engineering Employment Event to Oshawa in 2015. 
  
Furthermore, our chapter would like to congratulate one of our Chapter Directors, Karen Chan, P.Eng., on being 
elected to the OSPE Board last year. Karen currently holds the role of 2014 Vice Chair and President-elect; she is an 
enthusiastic volunteer dedicated to promoting the profession and building relationships across engineering 
organizations. 
 
To find out more about OSPE and what they offer, visit their website at: http://www.ospe.on.ca/. 
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HEAD OFFICE UPDATE  ARTICLE BY MATTHEW NG, P.ENG., CHAPTER MANAGER 

CANADIAN ANTI-SPAM LEGISLATION (CASL) AND PEO CHAPTERS 

As you may be aware, Canada’s new anti-spam legislation (CASL) came into effect on July 1, 2014. CASL is a 
communications regime that prohibits organizations from sending commercial electronic messages unless the recipient 
consents or there is an exemption, such as performing a regulatory function. 

To better understand the impact of CASL on PEO, PEO’s Senior Management Team (SMT) sought guidance from 
outside legal counsel experienced with professional regulators and CASL. The advice received indicates that: 

• Generally, electronic messages sent by PEO would likely not meet CASL’s definition of a “commercial 
electronic message”; and 

• Even if PEO sent a “commercial electronic message”, it would likely be exempt under CASL as part of its 
regulatory mandate. 

Legal counsel also looked specifically at the impact on PEO chapters. For PEO chapters, counsel concluded that, 
given chapters’ supportive role to assist PEO in fulfilling its regulatory mandate, most electronic messages sent by 
chapters would fall under the same exceptions that apply to PEO. This would likely extend to events such as golf 
tournaments and professional development lectures if the intent is to support PEO, of if the event is of a purely social 
nature, to raise funds for a charity, or does not have a commercial purpose. As for any non-members, it is 
recommended that, regardless of the fundraising activity, PEO chapters seek consent from all non-licence holders 
attending an event to receive commercial electronic messages (emails) in the future. This does not affect a chapter’s 
ability to contact the non-licence holder via regular mail or in-person solicitations. 

PEO’s legal counsel has drafted a general consent form that will be available for download shortly on the chapter 
website. Counsel has also offered to assist PEO by reviewing PEO electronic messages and developing guidelines to 
assist chapters in the near future. In the meantime, if you have specific questions, please do not hesitate to contact me 
at PEO. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 

WEBSITE, EMAILS, LINKEDIN & TWITTER 
Our chapter website has an improved appearance provided by Vice Chair Raihan Khondker. Raihan, along with Pierre 
Hinse and Brendan Colven, has kept chapter members informed by updating the website and sending out chapter 
email blasts. Manraj Pannu is our social media liaison handling our LinkedIn and Twitter accounts. 
 
Website: www.peolakeontario.ca  Twitter: @peolakeontario 
 
If you are not getting emails from us, it is possible PEO has an incorrect 
email or does not have your email. To fix this problem, go to the PEO 
main website (www.peo.on.ca). On the PEO website click on “Pay 
Fees/Manage Accounts” found at the top. Click on “online profile”. When 
you are in your profile, click on Address Information at the side and add 
or fix your email in the appropriate place. Also make sure that in the 
chapter affiliation your chapter assignment is Lake Ontario. You can also 
choose to obtain the digital edition of Engineering Dimensions (if you 
receive the print edition) or the print edition (if the digital edition doesn’t 
suit you) by going into Subscription Management and clicking on the 
correct boxes. 
 

Our next newsletter will only be an electronic version, so please update your email.   
 


